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OKOWA PRESENTS N367.098 FISCAL PROPOSALS FOR 2019

-.oc0re Self High

Della Slale Gowsonwe, Senaln D eanyi
Okowa  has termed the 2019 budget of
M367, 095,083,451 as "budget of
sustainable growth.

Fresanting the budget to the Delta Stata
Houze ot Assembly recently the governor
said the Copital expenditure in the
projecied budget will gulp the sumof N209,
993 054, 198 whichis 57.21 while tke sum of
M157, 096,028 253 or 4279 per cent of the
budget would be spent or recurrent
axpenditure. The 2028 budget comprized
M1A7,273 55809 898 (one hundred and forly-
seven billion, two qundred and. seventy
three millian, nine hundred and eighty-nine

thousanc, aight hundrec anc ninety-aight
naira) recurrent expenditure, and capital
experditure of N161L614.569,000 (oqe
huvdred and sidty-one billion, sl handred
and fourteen millien, five hundred and
sinty-nine thousand naira

Gowvernor Okowa disclased that the fiscal
projections wauld enable his admiriztration
consolidate on the successes and
achizvermnants of his administrat on.
“Desplte tha fluctuating farfunes of e
erunumy in Lhe last Pree snd ball years, |
huhly note that our 5tate has continced ta
forge ahead; warkers are paid regularly,
tiousands of areviously unemaloyed
youths are gainfully emploved, and marny of
o~ people now erjoy better facilities in

termsof roads, water, edieation and hazlth.
“Sgriculture has received o strong. aoost
with many cluster farms saringing Jap in
different parts af the 5tate and, even more
imaoriantly, our peaple rema n commited
to peace and harmonious living.

We chall build on thiz stable growih to
position Delta State as a dynamic ecoacmy
far the future; indeed, a strargsr Delta
beckons", Govereor Okawa enthusead.

Ruad nfraslreclure tock the largesl chunk
of the capital expenditure budget with sum
of M75.5 hillion while Education Sectorwill
pulp the sum of N26.E hilion in tha 20149
fiseal estimates

0GONILYOUTHS|PASSIUOTEOFECONEIDENCE

ONTHEMANAGEMENT(OEHYEREPILERDERS

Gladvs Nweke

Qp the nead to sensitized the youths and
yourtg prafess onals in Ogoni land, The
praject coordinatar of HYPRER, Or Marsin
Dekil has expressed his pratitude to the
people 3 urged them toensure that they
are invalved an the ahgoing Claan-Up
axproige by having Dreir own companias
rapistared &5 NGOS and confractors 35 to
enable them to pertner with HYPREP
during the period of the exzrcise,

A5 contractors intensify preparation to
mehilize 1o site, He made this known as
HYFREF Migeria holds a  OME DAY
CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH YOUTH
LEADCRS AND YOUMNS PROFCSSICHALS TN
OGOMI LAMN D, Saying that HYPREP is resdy

to, traiv Qgoni Youtks and werien in
ditferent sk'lls as part of davelapmant-in
thegrea,

I b= speech, Wr Celestine Akpobari while
delivering the kevnote address, saig that
Lhe strugeles Tar he actualisslion of L
chzerning wp wees nol e ey Lk bul oy
lt=actualization was achizved.

He alsa wTaintained that despite the
release of funds far the project, wo connot
birast of thes funds &= ours Lo tha axtent of
acting hostile to theimplameantation aody,
contractars and others directly o-
remately connected with the
implemrentation ot Clean-Up Project. It
behooves on s o be accommodative and
provide the necezsary conducive

ENviranment:

At the same vein, the generality of youth
organizatians nOsoniland passed vote of
confiidence an the management of
HYFAER, leaders and otaers. Stating that
the genoral public should gisregard the
insinuation fram tha rutmor mongers wha
are thears to tarmish tha reputable image of
Fhe manapermant nf HYFRFE for armuasing
thern of misappropriation O funds.

Thz Youths alse comtrended president
MEamrRdy Bubar, Governor Myasam
Wilee mad 10Cs Tor their support for the
cleanup and urged the HYPREP for
inclus we participatien, ef’ic ent,
Liansparancy dnd sl rannng ol
e Pl

Alzo at the event incudes All the youth
organizations, MOSOF, EAGOTE, Ogoni
Prarassicnal, Sarowiwa Associate,
Paliticians, Traditional Rulars and atharg.

IPMAN Uncovers lllegal Bunkering Sites In Rivers

The Independant Patroleum Marketer Associationn of Migaria
[IPBAAN], Rivers State chapter, save, ower &0 hectaros of
farmland have been dscoverad as dump ground for illegal
bunkeringbusinessin Ogori and Andon’ arcasof the state.

The chzirman, FWAN taskforce in charge of four locsl
government areas in Rivers South Cast —Senatorial District, Mr
Envingh Londy disclosed this in an interview with The
Jourmaizts in Pot Harcourt. According to Landy, his team inthe
last two weeks disclosed in Gokana, Khana, Andoni and
Opobo/Mhkore local government arcas thet most Farmers,
copecially in Dgonilond, Fave leased cut their and as hide cut
for illegal osuankering business far quick moray.
He said mast farmers decided o guit farming work to join illegcl
bunkering business, a gasture he described as great danger to
the state agricultural covelooment. He said, his taskforce team
in the last two wesks Fas destroved ower 15 tankers of

adulterated patro chamical products discovared in variouz
farmeinthe area.

The Lasklfomee chairrman said, the sele mesy soon experience
serious challenges in agriculture development, if their activ ity
of illezal bunkering was not aggressively sddressec,

Heo said, some peorsons stored the adulterated petralovm
products under ground in G.F tanks and polyrhane material,
with some spillingintothe farmiland.

Loady =aid the taskforce was ready to bring the illzgal bunkering
to a standstill, sayving that the taskforee was gradually reducing
the ~atesofillegal bunkering activities in the a reas.

Loady, who waned those leasing their farmland for illegal
bunkerirg hecause of quick maoney, =aid the askforce would
soon go after the owners of the farmland for aicing and
akettingillegal bunkeringin the state,
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Be weary of political sensitivity of Nigeria, CNS warn inducted officers

The Chizf of Navs| staff, Vice Admiral
Eta Ibhas has warned the newly
inducted Naval personnelto be weary
af the present political sensitivity of
the country and avoid being used by
unscrupulowes elements to achiewe
thrirselfish end.

Wice Admiral (bassooke an recenthy gt
the WNigerian MNavy Basic Training
Schpal , Onne, Rivers State while
performing the Presidential
commissioning ceremony af 37 Sub-
Lisutenanis  of the MNigerian Mavy
that graduated from the Migerian
Defence Academy, MDA 65 Regular
Course,

Vice Admiral Eta lbas said that Miperia
is politically chargad because of the
forthcoming 2019 gencral cloctions
and warned the newly inducted
officers to be weary aof the
consequences of meddling intn
political matters and remain
apolitical in the discharge of their
duties.

He charged them to be prepared to
take up the challengss of their new
responsihility of securing the
territorial integrity of the maritime

environment.

He said that their being

commissioned into the Nigerian Nayy Migerian is currently engaged in the
is coming at a time Nigeria is winning collective national effort to tackle the

perculia challenges of crude oil theft,
Pipeline vandalism®

various forms of insecurity, Within
the maritime environment the

WAT 0N INSUrgency.

He said that the responsibility of the
Nigerian Mawy has gone beyond “We must recall that the challenges
maritime domain saying that the of contemporary warfare | freguent
newly inducted personnel could also MUtation of criminal activities
be engaged in other areas of demand that military commanders
must be able and ready to operate
seamlessty within z2ll domains of
watfare," He commended President
Muhammadu Buhari Tor his
numerous support for the Nigerian
Mavy,

providing security inthe country.

He said that the MNigerian MNawy is
collectively engaged in the
challenges of illegal ail bunkering,
crude oil theft and pipeline

vandalism. )
Earlier the Deputy Commandant of

the Migerian Maval College, Captain
Fadoyi said the Midshipmen training
i5 designed te equip final vear naval
cacdets of the MNigerian Defence
Academy with the requisite
professional knowledge to function
optimally as commissioned
officers, He said a total number of 60
“Always bear in mind that you have Midshipmen of 63 Regular Course
been commissioned at a unique ware sccembled and wers
moment when our €country isinaupurated in October last year
appressively and successfully winning pa eaid tha cource spanned a

He said "its imperative to point out
that the grant of President and the
Commander of the Migerian arfmed
farces is nat just a matter of granting
employment rather it is a call to
contribute your towards protecting
the tarritorial integrity and the
national defence of ourdear country”
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the war against insurgency and

duration of 11 months.

AIR PEAGE SET UP OPERATIONAL HUB IN ASABA RIRPORT

Migeria's premier carrier, Air Peace
Airlire kas indicated intestion to
make Asaba Airport its operational
and mainterance hub, Delta State
Governar, Senator Or faanyi Tkowa
has said.

Governor Okowa, who made the
disclosure in Asana at the
presentation of the budgetary
proposal for the 2019 fiscal year said
Migeria's premier carrier, the Air
Peace resumed daily scheduled Mlighl
operations in and out of Asaba
Airport on Monday, Eth October,
2D1E.

"The management of Air Peace
Airlire hasindicated interest to make

Asaba Airport its operational hub,
wheore it can guickly build its
maintenance hangers”, the governor
revealzd.

According to the gowvernor, his
administration khas made
considerable progress in the quest to
make Asaba Airpart an internaticnal
gateway, with the successful
completion of the runway
rehabilitation waerk, adding that the
alrport nas boen approved and
uppraded from Calegory 8
to B Airport to receive and dispatch
large aircraft by the MNigerian Civil
Aviation Authority,

He continued, "work on our

concession plan for the airport has
also reached an advanced stage as
we are confident thatthe concession
will ensure that we realise our
cljective ofturningthe airportintoa
mega commercial and travel hub in
this part of the countryin record time
in crder to boost our econamy and
create more jobs ferourpeople.”
“We have received strong interests
from hoth local and international
investars in the concession exercise
and we cxpect the airport ta be fully
concessioned in 2019; in this regard,
we published a formal “Request for
Praoposal” ir national newspapars on
Tuesday, Bth October, 20187
Governor Okowa stated.
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THE SENATE VETOES PRESIDENT BUHARI OVER ELECTORAL BILL

The Migeria Sengte has passed the Electoral Act No. 6 12, Mo pclitical party can impose qualification [/
(2010 Amendment) Bill 2017 into law overriding the disqualification criteria, measuras or conditions on any
assent ofthe president. Theamendec actare asfollows; RMigerian for the purpose of nomination for elective

1. There shzll now be full biometric accreditation of ©ffices, exceptas provided inthe 1999 Censtitution.

voters with Smart Card Readers and/or other 13, The election of a winner of an election can no longer
technaological devices, as INEC may introduce for be challenged on grounds of gualification, if the he
clections fromtime to time. twinner) satisfied the applicable reguirsments of
sections 65, 106, 131 or 177 of the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 19949 {as amenced} and heis
rct, as may be applicable, ir breach of sections 66, 107,
137 or 182 of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
MNizeria, 1995. [For example, a8 perscn's election cannot
be challenged on the ground that he did not pay tax, as

2, Presiding Officers must now instantly transmit
accreditation data and results from Polling Units to
various collation centers. Prasiding officer who
cantravene this shall be imprisonec for at least 5 years
(nooption of fine},

3. All Presiding Officer must now first recard thizis not a qualifying conditior under the Constitution. ]

accreditalion date and polling resulls on INECS . ) o
14. All members of political parties are now eligible to

cetermire the ad-hoc delegates to elect candidates of
partizs in indirect primaries. The capacity of party
they transmitted. executives to unduly influence or rig party primaries has
4, IMEC now has unfettered powers ta conduct elections been reasonzbly curtailed, if net totally removed,

prescribed torms Eefore transmitting them.

The data/result recorded must be the same with what

by electranic voting 15, Parties can no |longer impose arbitrary nomination
5, Besides manual registers, INEC is now mandated to fees on politiczl aspirants. The Bill passed prescribes
keep Electronic registers of voters, limits for each elective office as follows:

6. INEC is now mandated to publish voters' registars on (3} One Hundred and Fifty Thousand Naira (N150,000]
its official website{z) for public scrutiny at least 30 days for a Ward Councillorship aspirant in the FCT;
hefare a general election and any INEC staff whe is (bl Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand Naira (N250,000]
responsible for this but fails to act as prescribed shall be for an Area Council Chairmanship aspirant in the FCT;
liable on conviction to 6 months' imprisonment. {c) Five Hundred Thousand Nzira (N500,000) for a House

7. IMEC is now mandated to keep a Mational Electronic of Assembly aspirant;

Register of Clection Results as a distinct detabase or (4] One Million Naira {N1,000,000] for a House of
repository of polling unit by polling unit results for all Representatives aspirant;
elections conducted by INFC. (2] Two Million Maira (N2,000,000) for a Senatorial

8. Collation of election result is now mainly 2lectronic, as aspirant;
transmittec unit results will help to determine final (f) Five Million naira (NG,000,000) for a Governorship
results an real time basis. aspirant; and

9. IMEC is now mandated to record details of electoral {z) Ten Million Maira {M10,000,000) for a Presidential
materizls — quantities, serial rumbers used to conduct aspirant.

elections (for proper tracking). 16. Relying on the powers of the National Assembly in
10. & political party whose candidate dies after Paragraph 11of Partll {Concurrent Legislative List) of the
commencement of an election anc before the Seconc Schedule (Legislative Powers) to the
declaration of the result of that election new has a 14- Cerstitution of the Federal Republic of Migeria, 1998 {as
day window to concuct a fresh primary In arder for INCC amended), the Senate also passed measuras reforming
to conduct a fresh election within 21 days of the death of procedures regulating Local Government Clections,
the party's candidate; State Independent Electoral Commissions can no longer
conduct elections that da not meet minimum standards

11. Pelitical parties Polling Agents are now entitled to S
of credibility.

inspect ariginzls of electoral materials before

commencement of election and any Presiding Officer 17. Any INEC official who disobeys a tribunal order tor
who viglales this provision of Lhe law shall be inspection of electoral materials shall be imprisoned for

imprisaned for atleastl year 2 year.

R (eniaay | 07
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OBA OF BENIN CALLS FOR
CONFLICT RESOLUTION
IN ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION

By: Desmond Aghama, CPS to Oba of Benin

Lion Onyeme explained that as a
humanitarian organisation, Lions
Club International focuses on
providing health care services to
the people, especially in the
areas of eye care and diabetes.

His Royal Majesty thanked them
for the visit and assured that the
Falace would continue to support
the humanitarian waorks of Lions
Club International in order 1o
serve the people better.

The Benin Monarch also received

the proprietor and management
I ke Oba of Benin, His Royal stakeholders on public of the Frist Model Technical

'Dba of Benin

Majesty, Ewuare |l has consumption advocacy with the College, Ugbine expressing
called on the Chairman of view of finding solution to the gatisfaction with the proprietor

the National Electricity problems surrounding electricity for such alofty project.
Regulatory Commission (NERC), consumption in Edo State

Prof. James WMomoh to ensure . .
H The proprietor of the Technical

conflict rf-_snluticm i‘n.theliESues Prof. Momoh informed the Oba ¢ 5 (ege. Mr. Okhomina
T.urmundmg_ Ellﬂctr'“w in the of Banin about the challenges in primaniel Taforried His Royal
RS s Disco, which is In charge of paoiocty that the technical school

transmission lines across the . .. cctablished to help provide

country, and expressed hope that knowledge and skills to the
with the stakeholders meeting

the challenges would be

The Omo N'Oba who made the
call in his Paace when the
Chairman of MERC paid him a
courtesy visit noted that it was

the right of Nigerians to get value il ICT, among others, in order for

for their moaoney, in terms of Lhem Lo be sell-relianl,
i y 3] The Governor of Lions Club
electricity supply, and hilling.

International District 404 Al Lion FiF ORFBIIRS Rotsd Shat thars

are dearth of skilled manpowerin

yvouthsin the areas of agriculture,
carpentry, engineering, building,

Monday Onyame was also in the

Falace on a courtesy visit to the : : :
_ ¥ . the society which explains why
Oha of Benin, to express their

Commission (MERC), Prof. lames nearas e e ok the school is in the fare-front in
Momoh told His Royal Majesty Efin to Lions Club Interna‘lnjlgnal providing vocational and
that they were in Benin City for a 5 technical education to the

: over the years,
Town Hall Meeting with all ¥ youths,

The Chairman of the Mational
Electricity Regulatory

RS [ R | 08
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Bayelsa flood:

A major disaster - Osinbajo

Ciovernor of Bayelss State, Hon. Seriake Dickson (contre) in s warm handshake with the General Overseer ol
the Deeper Clristian Life Ministry, Pastor William Kumuvi {right) during a condolence visit to the Governor,
over the death of s mother, M, Goldeoast Dicksom al Govomment Houwse, Yoenagoa, while the wile ol the

Pastor, Wirs, Esther Komuyi (lelt) looks on,

igeria's Vice President, Prof. Yenu Dickson  on Media Relations, Mr Fidelis
Usmbajo. described the ravaging lood Sortwel, 1n a stalement said the Vice President
i Bayelsa State as a major disaster o n company ol Governor Dickson and some
accur in any part of the country in the recent Federal Government officials visited different
{ime. mnternally displaced persons camps in the state.

Osinbajo stated this in Yenagoa. Bayelsa State He explained that the fedetal governmeant team
when he overtlew some parts of the state were n the state at the instance of President
affected by the flond to assess the situation in Muhammadu  Buhari, and pledged the
olher to get the [irst hand information. vovermment's suppurt 10 the area of resetiling
The Special Adviser to Gowvernor Scriake the IDPs, who have lost their homes and

s e | 09
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This 1s Tombia Town, one of the [lood allecled communities in Yenagoa Local Government
Arca of Bavelsa State, during the visit to the arca by the State Governor, Hon. Seriake Dickson,

hvelthoods. developmenl, we are glad we walerways and bulld canals, so
He said: "You are obwviously were able (o respond as that there will beno looding.™
aoing through a lot of stress quicklyas possible, “Have seen about five women
but despite that. you are still “We will support as much as who have given birth here m
ableto smile. possible with the National IDP camp. a lot of them would
“On our way here, we Emergency Management require a lot ol care, we are
overtflow some of the Apency (NEMA) which 1s committed to supporting them
communitics affceted by the working hard to ensure that we in whatever way we can, we
llood. We saw so many areas give as much succour and are here wilhthe NEMADG (o
attected by the flood, many provision of tents. mattresses, understand first-hand what 15
homes, farmlands are under food, mosquito nets and all required.” He added.
willer. that are required.

lLarlicr, Governor Scriake
“We saw clear that it is major "In fumre, we want to be able Dickson had emphasized the
disaster indeed, we were able to prevent this situation. It's need for the IFederal
to scc that there 15 a major repeating itsclf in 2018, so Government and donor
disaster in Bavelsa slate, steps need 1o be taken 1o orgamzations 1o collaborale
especially 1in Yenagoa, we dredge our rivers, stop withthe state in providing long
gxpress our sincere dumpmg ol solid wasle nlo term solutions lo the perennial
condolences o vou, 115 a sad our waler bodies, clear problem.

RS e | 10
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58 killed as bloodbath
resumed in Kaduna.

. il
'} It |i

-

t was another bloodbath in Kaduna state
recently as over 55 peopled killed in a renewed
clash,

The News Agency of Nigeria [NAN) reports that 55
people were killed on Oct. 1B crisis at Kasuwan
Magani in Kajuru Local Government Area of Kaduna
state.

MAM also reports that asimilar crisis in February left
more than 10 people dead in Kasuwan Magani,
while 65 suspects involved in the crisis were
arraigned in court but the case isstill ongoing.

Acting DCP Jimoh Moshood, the Force Public
Relations Oftficer, disclosed this while addressing
newsmen on theviolence inAbuja,

He said that the police deployed included four
Police Maobile Force (PMF) units, Counter Terrorism
Unit (CTU), Conwventional policemen, Federal

Special Anti Robbery Sguad (FSARS), Intellegemce

¢

BN

g™
.}-
A

Response Team (IRT) and Technical Intelligence
(TIU} amang others.

NWoshood said that the operations would cover the
entire Kasuwan Maganl and its environs and other
flash spotsin the state.

“The intervention force will be working in synergy
with the Kaduna state police command to ensure
that peace and normalcy returnstothe area.

"To achieve success, the force will be proactive and
strict in the enforcement of its mandate, police
standard operations procedures and rules of
engament,” he said.

He said that the force would carry out a 24 hours
surveillance and patrol, stop and search,
continuaus raid of identified criminal hideouts and
black spots.

The spokesman said that operation would cover
communities, towns, villages, vulnerable points,

[ PLETTRE ) | 12
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government and private
infrastructure.

He enjoined traditional rulers,
religicus leaders, politicians,
parents and guardians to support
the police in the discharge of their
responsikilities.

Moshood said that 22 suspects
directly involved in violence were
arrested and are in police custody
assisting the police in the
investigation

The spokesman
said that some
prominent
personalities
kidnapped
during the
violence have
also been
rescued and
reunited with
their families.

A check by the
News Agency of
Migeria {NAN)
reveals that the
latest crisis was
said to have
began 3
tararaba Rido,
and spilled owve
to Sabon Tasha,
Tudun Wada, Central Market and
Ahmadu Bello way, the city center.

& resident of Mararaban Rido,
Mrs Hanatu Simon said that the
issue bheganat aChurchin the area
where a man was caught
suspiciously recording the
pastor's sermon with his phone,

Simon said that the church
officials reparted the matter to
the police and the man was
arrested and taken away by the
police.

NOVEMBER 2018

"Howewver, around 3 pm we heard
gun shots around the market area
with pecple running in all
directions, houses were being
burnt and everyone was running
for his life.

"Although military and police
officers are all over the place, we
still hear gun shots all over the
place,” shesaid.

Another residents, Julius John
said: "I don't know what is
happening, | am in my house, but

all | can hear is gun shots with
peopleshouting and running.”

At Sheikh Abubakar Gumi Market,
a trader, Ibrahim ¥a'u said that it
was a3 spontaneous reaction as

people "just started running
when they heard there is crises in
town.

"Wost traders quickly closed their
shops to prevent hoodlums from
taking advantage of the situation
tosteal ourgoods.”

Some youths who reportedly

NEWS PLATFORM

blocked the busy Nnamdi Azikiwe
Expressway and Ahmadu Bello
Way burming tires, were later
dispersed by security agents.

“In the pandemonium, a car ran
aver my brother, a fruit seller at
Lagos street. We are trying to get
the police to help us take him to
the hospital,” a resident, Malam
Ahubakar Abdullahi, told NAMN.

In lanruwa community, a resident
informed MAM that the youths

there had
barricaded the
road, stopping

and searching
vehicles coming
from both
direction.

Stranded
commuters from
across the city
are eEen
rekking to their
destinations as
ivehicle owners

he Kaduna State
ovarnment on
Sunday said the
Smposition of a
24-hour curfew on Kaduna
metropolis and environs was a
preemptive measure to avert
breakdown of law and order.

Mr Samuel Aruwan, Senior
Special Assistant on Media to Gow.
Masiru E-Rufai told the Mews
Agency of Nigeriz (NAN) in a
telephone interview that the
action was based on the advice of
security chiefsin the state.

BEEE PLATRIE |13
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IMO STATE GOVERNMENT SIGNS MoU WITH
A CHINESE COMPANY ON POWER GENERATION

Secretary to the Government of Imo State, Hon. Mark Uchendu and CED of Elion
Global Resources, Mr. XU Weihui signing Mol on Power Generation while Governor
Rochas Okorocha and President of Elion Global Resources, Mr. Wang Wenbiao
watch, at the Government House Owerri weekend.

mo State Government has signed

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

with a Chinese Company, Elion Global
Resources, on PowerGeneration and Agro-
basedVentures.

The Secretary to the Government of Imo
State, Hon. Mark Uchendu signed on behalf
of the Imo State Government, while Chief
Executive Officer of Elion Global Resources
Mr. XU Weihui signed on behalf ofthe
Company.

President of Elion Global Resources,
MrWang Wenbiao had led a team of Senior
Personnel of the Company to meet with
Governor Rochas Ckorocha and other Senior
Government Functionaries at the
Government House Owerri weekend and
the discussions at the meeting had given
hirth to the signing of the Maoll.

In his speech, Governor Okorocha said
“What we have been looking for is @ major
company like yours to come and drive the

iR LR | 14
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State's Industrial Park. We assistance you need to make generate for take-off, we shall
have the gas and gas is Power sure you start your business give you guarantee and there
and we need credible here in Imo State. Imo State is nothing you would ask, the
company to move our gas isone of the best places to do President and myself would
intc Power for the greater business now especially for notdoforyoutotake-off”.
and mutual benefit of the agriculture and Power |y his speech, President of
State and the Country” Generation.” ElionGlobal Resources

The governor said “All we The governor further stated, par. Wenhbiao said his
need isyour understanding to “When we assign to you the company would partner with
kick-start the business. | 10,000 acres of land to dothe state on Power
would advice the Company business, it means you are in Geperation and in the
not to waste time and to take control of everything that development of the State's
advantage of the moment. happens in the land. For any |neystrial Park and Agro-
So, we shall give you every @mount of Power you pasedIndustries.

Governor Rochas Okorocha with President of a Chinese Company, Elion Global Resaurces, Mr.
Wang Wenbiao {in @ handshake)Secretary to the Government of Imo State, Hon. Mark Uchendu
{extreme right),Mr, XU Weihui, CEQ, Elion Global Resources [extreme left) when the Chinese
investars visited the governor weekend at the Government House Owerri to sign a
Memarandum of Understanding (MolU) on Power Generation.
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he histary of Atiku Abubarkar

Presidential Ambition dates

back to 1992 when the then
Military President lbrahim Babangida
banned Olg Politicians fram
contesting future elections, Atiku's
political godfather former Chief of
staff Supreme | leadguarters, General
Shehu Yar Adua  was one of the
casualties of ban.

Yar Adua then decided to push
forward his anointed son to run, They
both belanged the Social Democratic
Party |50F] Among the people that
contested the SDP primmaries included
Chief Moshood Abiocla, Alhaji
Babagana Kingibe, Alhaji Atiku
Abubakar |, Sarah Jubril ete. after the
S0P primaries chief MEKO waon. But

NOVEMBER 2018

Abinla necded Yar Adua structures to
make an impact in the general
glection of June 12, 1993, Yar Adua
gave Ahiola conditions for his
supparts which included picking Atiku
his running mate Abiola agreed, but
state povernars onthe platform ofthe
SDP warmed Abicla not to take their
support for granted, they preferred
Babagana Kingibe as their candidate
for the vice precident and they wan.
That was how Atiku presidential
ambition started, With the death of
General Shehu Yar' Adua,  Atiku
become the Matural end Netional
leader of his political machine the
EORA.

IM 1993 Atiku Abubakar contestad the
povernarship electian in Adamawa

NEWS PLATFORM

state, won the election on the
platform of the Peoples Demaocratic
Party but ended up been the running
mate to Chief Olusegun Obasanjo.
CBASAMNIOSATIKYU wan the
presidential electionin 1299

In 2003 fearing that Obasanjo will not
pick him as his running mate for the
2003 re election  Atiku tried to run
against his boss, that was how their
erisis started. Obasanjo picked Atiku
as his running mate to prevent him
from contesting the poll, but
Ohasanjo newer forgave him for
raking him to prastrate,

In 2007 Atiku contested presidential

election on the platform of the Action
Congress. He contested the 20117 POP
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primaries apainst Goodluck lonathan and also 2014
prirnaries against Muhammad Buhari on the platform of
All Progressives Congress [APC)

|le left the PDP in 2006 and desperately persuaded Balz
Tinubu to join kim form the Action Cangress (AC) and
cantested the presidency under its platform in 2007,
Aliku was simply pursing his own self-ambition. But,
perceptively alection as he came a distant 3rd with 2
rmore two million votes. What happoned atter he lost that
election and |ost at the tribunal was shocking, Without
telling ary of his compatiiots in e AC, be sneaked into
Abeakuta ta beg Obasanjo for recanciliation! Mat only
that Obzanjo did not forgive hirm, but he turther lost the
confidence of his AC compatriots who stood by him in his
ill-advised fight against Obasanjo. That braught the end
of AC.  Bola Tinubu, being a man of will, feresight and
means, restructured it into Action Congress of Migeria
[ACM) . Atiku was farced back into the PDPin July, 2010,
shortly aftar the death of President Umaru Yar'Adua, in
the hope of pushing out the supposedly weazk and
inexperienced President Good luck Jonathan, But again
events were nel kind ta him, for in the December
presidential primaries, Atiku managed to scoop a mere
Pl against lonathan's ower A00votes,

Lo, when in august 2014, Afiku, along with athers,
derisively walked out on the PDP at its natichal
convention and subsequently joined the newly formed
All Progressives Congress (APC), which he described as
his last and final political bus-stop, all those whae
understand his paolitics knowthat he would still jump ship
the moment the APC fails to satisfy his self-interest, Just
lilke his returning to POF after President Yar' Adua's death
was aimed atdisplacing the inexperienced Jonathan', his
jeining APC was also with the native plan of using the
power maoney to defeat 'poor General Muhammad
Buhari's and gain APC's prosidential nomination Again,
like in the previous two elections, events were notkind to
hirm as hie woefully [ost the contest, coming a distant 3rd,
after Buhari and Governor Rabiu Kwankwaso —thanks to
Tinubu who retused to allow himsell be bitten twice by
thezameinsacts.

ATIKUTHERACE OF MY LIFE

Atiku Abubakar once described his journey towards the
presidency as the race of his life calling on all Nigzrians.to
join hands with him to bring the needed chanpe. He
actually started the change Champaign' he said the
cantest was about uplifting the lives of the forgotten
millions of Migerians who wark very hard but get very
little. It is a contest for and about millions of our people
who have nowaork at all, itis a contest for about millions
aof hardwaorking middle class families in Migeria whase

NOVEMBER 2018

standard of living is progressively been eroded, it is a
contest for and about the transformatian of the socio
cconomic landscape of Nigeria, tis a contest for and
about enthronement of a mare just and ecuitable
soclety’,

The former Vice Prasident said 'the advent of democracy
iz 1999 brought with it & greal sspectations of a dramalic
improvemeant of the living standard of cur peaple. But as
vou Know the vast majority af our peaple still wallow in
abject poverty and misery while unemployment and
uhder unemployment remain unacceptahly high, for
instance, despite the huge inerease in our foreign
exchange sarnings - and external reserves and our vast
human and natural resaurces, approximatoly 5 million
Migerians continues to liva in abject soverty , one in five
children died after reaching the age of five, over 12
millian children are not in schools and hosoitals lack
necessary facilities and millions of our people die af
HIW/al0s, WMalariz and other oreventable disease

HE continued 'in spite of our rich natural endowments,
MNigeria remains a net importer of food products, aur
country is one of the least industrialized countriesin the
waorld and our country's infrastructure is grossly
indadequate and embarrazsingly dilapidated’

Atiku Abubakar also listed key area of MNational
emergency that requires his immediate attention if he
becames the President of Migeria

Theyinclinde...-
[a] Employment generation, wealth creation and

Apriculture

[b] Security, War
ECVernance

againsl corruption and good

[c Energy and Infrastructural development
[d] Education and Sacial Service

[r] Miger Delta among others which include Macro
Econamicstability and consalidation, ICTand housing.

Titles include

[a] Turaki Adamawa

[b] Sardauna Ganye

[c) Mayederoof Lagos
[d]Ekwueme of Anambra
[2] Atayese of ljeshaland

(A ZannaZentelma of borno.,
[g] 7ege Mutle L Tiv

[h] Shettima Biu

[i]5uka of Ogoniland

1j] Otun Balogun of Mopaland
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WE ARE AFRAID OF
2019 ELECTIONS WINEC

he
[[MEC) has raised alarm that the desperation of

Independent Mational Electoral Commission

Politicians to winthe elections atallcosts resulting in
do or die. mentality is a serious threat to the 2012 general
elections.

Chairman of the commission Professor Yakub Mahmud
stated this recently in Asaba while delivering a key note
address at the 14th All Migeria Fditors conference with the
theme, 'credible elections, sustainable Democracy and the
MigeriaMedia'

Represented by the Resident Electoral Commissioner far
Alewea lhom state Mike igini, Professar Mahmud said the do
or dic mentzlity remains a major source of concern and
worry ahead of the 2019 elections adding that the vate

buying constitutes violations of varicus provisions of the
[,
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He said hate speeches had already charged the
political atmasphers, nothing that stakeholders must
avoid actions that would bring about breakdown of
law and crder,

'"The general election = more complex. The
cammission has bheen engaging various security
apencies under the auspices of ICCES for cooperatian
insecuring the election environment and forassolute
ncutralityinthe 2019 clectians.

On the preparation for the election Prof Mahimud said
the commission "has improved on the deployment of
personnel far elections, addressed some of the
intractable challenges to the functionality of the new
technolegical innovations for elections and able ta
collate, transmit and declare results of elections more
accuratzly and speeadily.

He said in 2019, INEC will consalidate on
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Cort. fron last page

Technalogical innowvations in the
clectoral orocess, noting that the
currentelectronic register of voters is
the mast rabust sofar,

The chairman said 'the electronic
gcereditation of woters using the
machine readakle and chip based
Permansnt Woters Card (PVC)
complemented by the Smart Card
Reader (SCR) introduced in 2015 has
brought integrity te number of
accredited voters and total number

NOVEMBER 2018

‘The commission has been
pioneering the Electronic Collation
and Transmission of of results, In all
we can say that the best elections
around the world are not necessarily
technologically driven but they are
technalagically assisted.

According to him the cormmission
started planning for next wear's
election since 2015 adding that
between April 27,2017 and August 31
2018 when INEC embarked an the
Continuous \oters Registration
exarcise aftotal of 14 551,482 fresh

NEWS PLATFORM

pecplewere registerad,

Professor Mahmud disclosed thatthe
vating population for 2019 is
projected at over 80 million
cormprising af the existing 87 million
voters as at 2015 and the fresh
registrants.

The IMEC Chairman said the elaction
will be conducted in 119,973 units
across 8,809 registration areas or
wards of the 774 local government
areas of the country.

of votes cast in elections.

2019: OKOWA ADVOCATES ALTERNATIVE
SOURCE OF FUNDING FOR INEC

ella Slate Governar, Senator Br feanyi Okowa has
advocated for alternative sources of funding far
the Independent Mational Electoral Commission
[IMEC)to ensure the umpirgistruly independent.
Ihe governar spoke in Asaba at the executive session of
Nay 2 of the 14th All Nigeria Fditar's Conference [ANFC),
which had as its theme, 'Crediole Elections, Sustainable
Democracy and the Bole of the Media,',

Governor Okowa queried if INECwhich is expected to be an
unbiased umpire could be truly said to be unbiased, when
its source of funding is solely from the federal government.

"How will they work on their process of appointments?
Ihese and more guestions are whal we are supposed o
address and they have to be dealt with in such a manner
that we can give them enough power, make them truly
independent insuch amannar that they do not walk capie
handtothe Executive to ask for funding, because when you
know that somebody controls the funds, you will definitely
not be in @ position to ke truly independent”, Senator
Ckowe opined,

He wenl on: "It will e hard Lo say, nowhen sach Individuals
in carge of the funds make certain request and | believe
that INECisgradually moving, | still balieve that therzisa lot
to be done which means that our legislatinons must be in
such amanner that will truly make INEC independent and if
they are poing Lo be answerahle to anybody at all, they
should be answerable te the Legislature and not any other
armaftgovernment...” Governar Okowa profferad,

The Delta state governar and chairman of the POP Specia
Comeention Committee used the occasion to disclose why

the Peooles Democratic Party's Special Convention
Flanning Committee was able to arganise a free, credible
gnd accepable presidential primary election of the POP

"We dic our best to conduct the primaries that one can
trily say that we did things, the way they aught to he
because we had to extract fromn our Mational Executive
Councd thal we would be allowed o do what ic right
otharwize, we will not accept the nominarions to conduct
the primzries,

*| thenk God that they allowed us dowhatis right and once
we do things right, 1L bacomes easier [or ane o move
forward and the press is very impartant in trying to turn
thingsaround for aur countng.

"If all of us wark together and that mezns that the press
raust be able to report appropriately, they must be inthe
position to advise us the politiciars appropriately and they
must beina position to fully infarm the peopleand heyond
the information, they must put us, politicians, undar
pressure and iLis very important that we muast realise that
not just the Guild of Editars, but the entive press need
to play the role it oughl to play iTwe are able to do things
bietter that will pradually improve the situation, sothat we
can conduct £lections that are credible," Governor Okowa
added

He stressed the need for voter education and civic
enlightenment o ensure that the citizen ry come aut al the
poverty level, while motivating the electorates to improve
on the electoral process, adding that "as long as our peaple
cantinue ta remain in the poverty bracket, these will be no
integrity.”
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SUPPLEMENTS ON HGDMB
UNDERI nEABIELE
OF ENGR SIMBI WABOTE

ne Migerian Content

Development and

Monitoring Board
(MCDMB) was created by an Act
Known as Nigerian Qil and Gas
Industry Content Development
Actof2010.

The Act provides for the
development of Nigeria Content
Plan, supervision, ¢oordination,
Monitoring and Implementation
of the Migerian Content. NCDMB

Migerian kEconomy benefit from
the vast hydrocarbons resources

production and operating assets
in the hands of Nigerians,

Maximizing utilization of Nigerian
human resources.

The Boards strategic
implementation of the NOGICD
Acthas been vary impactful inthe
Qil and Gas industry and the
wider Economy.

Several Migeria service providers
have invested in sophisticated
vessels and Rigs, these are Assets
that used to be exclusive preserye

Manufacturing and Engineering
facilities have also heen
developed and upgraded,
domiciling most industry wark
that usedtobe exported.

Migerian Content has also grown
remarkably on the preduction
side. Indigenous and Marginal
fields producers now account for
about 15 percent of Nigeria's
crude oil production.

of the foreign companies. Local They also contribute about 53
was 2lso created to ensure that firme now enjoy patronage and percent of Domestic Gas supply

even exclusively in certain areas

requirements with NPGC, SEPLAT,

s &5 retaining huge industry spend in AITEQ ETC BEING MAJOR
in the country as well as placing yhe Economy, Employing PRODUCERS, NCDMB under Engr

Migerians and bhuilding skills.
Many Hi tech fabrications,

Simbi Wabote and the current
Board has set a target for itself
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L-R: Cr. Emmanuel [be Kachikwu, Minister of State for Petroleum Resources; Enge. Simbi Wabate, Executive Secretary,
MCDME; Mr. Olukayode Pitan, Managing Direclon, Bank of industey afler the MOU signing ceremany on the
implementation ol the $200 millian Migerian Content intervertion Fund in Abuja

which  include DEMOCRATIZE
access to credit for eligible
Migerian oil and Gas service
companies and community
contractars to single digits loans
under the $200m Nigerian
Content Intervention Fund.

CREATE owver 2000 direct and
indirect jobs for Nigerians with
the start of civil works in two of
Migeria oil and Gas parks under
construction in different parts of
the country.

FACILITATE the establishment of
the first FPSO integration facility
at LADOL vard, the first in the
West Africa create 10,000 direct
and indirect jobs.

IT HAS NIGERIAMNISED over 1,027
positions held by foreigners in
the oil and gas industry. TRAIN
over 5,760 Nigerians to fill critical
skills gaps ineil and gasindustry.
DEVELOP and deploy a 10 year
strategic road map, increase local

content to 70 percent by 2027
targeting creation of new 30,000
direct andindirect jobs.

RETAIN S514billion out of the
annual industry spend of 520
billion PUT more oil and gas
tacilities and equipments in the
hands of Migerians DRIWE
Increases in the total value of
contracts awarded to Nigerian by
the oil and gas industry to &3
percent.

Recently the NCDMB signed a
510 million equity investment
with Waltersmiths refining and
FPetrochemica! company limited
tor the construction of a 500
barrel per day modular refinery
to be located in |bigwe Imo state.

NCDMB Executive Secretary Engr
Simbi Wabote and Director of
Finance and Personnel
Management Mr lsaac Yalah
signed on behalf of the Board
while the chairman of of

Waltersmiths Abdulrasag Iszh
and the Executive Vice Chairman
Mr Danjuma Sale signed far the
COMPany.

Engr Wabote said the investment
decision was in line with the
Board's vision to be the catalyst
for the Industrialization of
Nigeria Qil and Gas industry and
its linkage sectors, He added that
the Board was also keen to
support Federal Government 's
poelicy on modular refineries and
meet the key objectives of the
Petroleum industry's seven big
wins launched by President
Muhammadu Buhari in 2016 as
well as the Economic Recovery
and Growth Programme.

Itwill be recalled that the Federal
Government recently announced
plans to replace illegal ail
refineries with Modular
Refineries as part of a wider plan
for the development of the Niger
Delta and the country's oil and
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SUPPLEMENTS

ON NCDMB

Gas industry.

Before the enactment of the Nigeria QI and Gas
Industry Content Development Act in 2010, only a
few International oi! companies had deliberately
put in place policies to build, erhance and sustain
the capacity of indigenous companies and
contractars to enable them to fully participate in
Nigeria's oil and Gas industry. Eight years after the
Act was enacted the situation had changed
significantly as recently emphasized by the
Executive Secretary,

According to him, 'Before the NOGICD Act only 3
percent of the marine vessels used in the industry
belonged to Migerians, buttoday, Nigerians control
and owned 36 percent of vessels from a zero active
dry dock facilities for vessels the country has four
active dry docking facilities and over 35,000 jobs
have been created.'

Also local businesses have been empowered to

_“Ii’—'r‘
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BANK OF INDUSTRY

wodransforming Nigeria's industrial sector

handle fabrications of more than 60,000 tons |,
manufacturing of cable bolts, nuts and flanges and
Assembling of offshore Christmas tree as well as
infrastructure for integration of Floating
Production Storage and Offloading (FPSQ) facilities
alking about vessels, about 235 vessels had been
built in the country. The 2016 3rd guarter vessel
categorization report indicated that about 235
vessels aperating in the oil and Gas industry were
built in the country.

2258 vessels are currently operating in Nigeria il
and Gas industry and that 848 of the vessels are
Wigerian ewned representing 37.56 percent.

Executive Secretary NCDMB SIMBlI WABOTE has
called for local content beyond oil.
According to him a country mono product
economy is at risk 'so the Board is exploring how it
can support the government to extent what has
been achieved in the local content for oil and gas

NEWS PLATFORM




SUPPLEMENTS
ON NCDMB NOVEMBER 2018 NEWS PLATFORM

-

Engr. @imbi Wabote, EX88litive Secretary, NCOMB; Mr. Rick PeniSBsEEl Stales
Sedittory of Energy or Dr. Emmonuel The Kachilowu. MiniSs tdlte for
Peiroleff@ Resources of the Africa Oil weelk xonference in cap STl A frico.

sectors of the economy. He said investment opportunities abound in other sectors like
construction, Telecommunications, Power projects, Transportation, etc.that local content policies can
benefit from. Not forgetting the fact that the NCOMB has declared that non compliance with the local
content law will lead to the suspension of the projects/ contracts, a penalty of five percent, Projectsum
withdrawal of NCDME services and even project cancellation.

This is a warning an indication that NCDMEBE a law abiding corporate organization
has zero tolerance on corruption and lawlessness.
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NCDMBIPARTNERIDANGOITE

50

he -Bodsd had even declaras its

intentionto partner with Dangote

Potrolzum Refinery and Petro
chemical free zone on the effective
implementation of the Loca) Content Act
inzhecauntry.

OOOBPD!REFINERY,

tae Nigorian Cantont Sons tization
Awrarcness: Creation Pregromme

‘entitlzd 'lets Walk the Nigarizn Content

Talk together at the Leksd Free Trade
Zane in Lages: Repressnted by the
Direcier, Mantaring and Evaluation of

said ' Dargote Refinary project s
EK.FI-ECt'Ed to cloﬁe ‘a major gap In the
supply af Petmleun’r products n o the
countryWe mnsrd_er this & wery
impartant project and we are wiliag to
partherwith the compary to ansure full
[z ementation of the |gcal content
policy.

"We embarked on this jcurney @ long
time ago and we are ready to parner
with Dargore group, Past ot what yau see
today is part of our efforts to prsue that

Exccutve Sccretary stated this during MNCDME M Akintunde Adelana, Wabste

Collaboralion on maximizing Local Conient Engr, 5imbi Wabote wilh Alhaji
Aliko Dangale President, Dangete Group of Industries, after Flrming up on
agresment on maximizinglecal Confent in the censlruction of Dangote Refinery projec

the company and its consractars comply
with tha local content policy.

The Local Content Act is 8 guantum of
composite value added 4o or created in
the Mizerian Coconormy by a systerric
developrment of canacity and capaailitias
through the deliberate utilization of
| Migeran Human mazerial resources and
services in the Migerian Ol and Gas
Imcdustry, The narrative then wes that
nothing can be done in the country,
Flants and Madules were fully fabricated
offshare without any structure in place
to achieve knowledgze transfer, Before
2010 we had noactive dry dock facilities .

The few wehad were sbandoned and [eft
o ot Away, TOWMDY WE HAWE FOLIR
ACTIVE  DRY DOCKIMNG FACILITIES M
PCORT HARCOURT, ONMNEAND LAGOE.

TaYal = =k "
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WITH NCDMB

he International Qil Campanies (10C'S) have also

pledged  collaboration  with the NCDMB with 4

commilment Lo fasl lrack execation of Qil and Gas
projects. This will lead to increase crude production and
create oppartunities for growth and development of the
MNigerian Content.

Both ocrgamzations it will be recalled recently signed a
service Level Sgreement aimed at reducing the often
protracted industny contracting circle . Qi Producers Trade
Section,

[OPTS} is the umbrella body of major International and
Indiganous operating Ol cormpanizs . The deal commits the
28 member OPTS companies to complhy with the provision of

theMigeria Oil and Gas Industry Content Development Act,
The Service Level Agreement is essentially meant 10 make
members of the OPTS submit to the NCDME document like
their quarterly job forecast, Migerian Content Plans,
Bidders list, etc. Executive Secretary of NCDME signed on
behalf of the Board while the Director Exxon Mohil Nigeria
M. Paul McGrath signed on behalf of the OPTS, WHILE THE
WManaging Director of AGIF OIL COMPANY Mr. Massimo
Insulla, Managing Directar of Cheveon Mr. Jeff Ewing and
the Managing Director Of TOTAL Exploration and
Production Wigeria Wr. Nicholas Terraz witnessed the
ovent.
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““he joint national executive of Petroleum and
Matural Gas Senior Staff Association of Migeria
[FEMGASSAN) and their counterpart Nigerian

Union of Petroleum and Matural Gas Warkers
(NLUPENG) has pledged their readiness to collabarate
with the HNigerian Content Development and
Monitaring Board (NCDWE) in monitoring and
development of local content in the Migerian Gil and
Gas [ndustry,

The groups made this commitment when they paid 2
courtesy visit to the Nigeorian Content Development
and Monitoring Board in Yenagoa yesterday.
The national chairman, PENGASSAN, Comrade Francis
lohnson appreciated the Board's effort towards the
growth and dewclopment of the oil scctor by
encouraging indigenouws participation. He said, “this
engagement with the Board is quite revealing, we have
learnt 2 lot abeout the laudable interventions of
NCDMEB,

Thete is no better time to work with the Boarg, we are
committed to work with you.” lohnson encouraged the
Board to continue the pood job it's doing and prevent
partfolincompanies frorm grabibing cantracts which wil
helpto build and deepen Nigerian content in the sector.
On the Board's headquarters building project, the
chairman PENGASSAN described the project as
remarkable. He said, "orn behalf of
PENGASSAN/NUPENG, | want to commend NCOMBE for
this project and | hope far it to be completed soonest as
we will be here to be a part of the officia
Ccommissioning™.

1 his presentation on the structure and operation of
the Board, the Executive Secretary of the Nigerian
Content Development and Monitaring Board, Engr.
Simbi Wabote urged the union executives to dispel the
notion among their members that the Board awards
contrzct in the oil sector He reiterated that the

NOGICD Act 2010 mandates the Board to review and
approve the Migerian Content Flan and issue
campliance certificates to companies adhering to the
Law,

“Contrary to the widespread believe that NCDMB
award contracts, let me categorically say the Board is
mandates to review, assess and approve MNigerian
Content plans developed by operators: We issue
certificate of authorization for projects that comply
with Nigerian Contentprovisions” Wabote said

Wabote further highlighted the structure and
operations of the Board and how both unions can
enhance lacal Content. He explained that Migerian
Content is nat about Nigerianization, rather
domestication and domiciliation of wvalue adding
activities in-country,

He stated that the Board's effort since the enactmeant
of the Act has yielded tangible benefits, notably
establishment and upgrade of fabrication yards, pipe
coating plants, upstream production managed by
indigenous companies, production of law/high voltage
cables and partial integration of Egina FFSO among
others.

The NCOM B boss mentionad that the major challenges
of the Board include infrastructures for the movement
of materials, intor agency collaboration, palicy
consistency and attraction of risk averse investors to
set-up manufacturing outfit locally,

Wabote while calling for the Union's suppaort for the
Board also disclosed his agency's readiness to
collaborate with the union continucusly for the banefit
of all,

In his own remark, the Chairman, NUPENG, Comrade
Williams Akporcha stated their collaboration with the
Board will be total. He noted that they were happy with
the grest achieverments of the Board. He however
suggested tnat NCDMB should introduce pericdic
consultative forum with both unions to explore areas of
callaboration for effective Nigerian content practice in
the industry.

Akporeha said the Board has major role to alay to
eRsUre smooth aperations in the oil and gas industry
and advised that NCDME examine international
practices on remunerations to employees In his closing
remark, Gensral Secretary, NUPENG, Comrade Adamu
qong cammended Wabote for his leadership style and
achieverments through rigorous implementation of the
Migerian Content Law,

He thanked the Board for hosting the two unions and
for the insightful presentation on the Board's
activities in the industry.

HERES
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he management of the two agencies to enable quick about contract and oil and gas
Nigerian Content deployment once the services of transactions under EFCC

gnd

Development

the Commission are required”. He

investigation expeditiously.

Monitoring Board (NCDOMB) and pointed out that "we regularly He stated the Board has put in
ﬂ'TE‘ Economic and Financial receive alerts via the place an Anti-Corruption and
whistleblowing portal on our Transparency Monitoring Unit,

CrimesCommission (EFCC) plan to
forge more effective collaboration
for guick investigation of serious
infractions by oil and gas
companies in Nigeria. Engr. Simbi
Wabote, the Executive Secretary,
NCDMB, who led the
management of Board, drapped
this hint during a courtesy visit to
the Acting Chairman of the EFCC,
M. Ibrahim Mustafa Magu at the
Commission's new Head Office
Building in labi, Abuja on Tuesday.
According to him, "we plan to
refer serious fraudulent
discoveries from the audit to the
Commission for further action”

s

website, We do our bit to

headed by a senior member of the

investipate such alertsand believe manapgement team, to promote
some of the major findings may anti-corruption and ethical
be candidates for referral to hehavior and to investigate any
EECC™. internal infractions. To foster a

Ergr. Wabote noted that the EFCC deeper relationship, Wabote

i5 “one of the key agencies driving
one of the core programs of His
Excellency, President
Muhammadu Buhari”, adding
that the Commission
succeeded in building a

has Acting

indicated that the Board needs
maore support en the investigative
side of our activities and the
expertise of EFCC. In hisreply, the
Chairman of EFCC, Mr
Magu expressed delight at the

reputation for itself locally and visit and commended Engr.

internationally as a fearless
fighter in the war against
corruption™. Thus, his Board is

he intimated. On the essence of fully aligned with Mr. President's

the wizit, Wzbote stated "the

fight against corruption. Which is

Wahote for the bold move to
enlist the support of EFCC. He
stated that his Commission has
partnered successfully with other
government agencies to contain

Board will like to initiate the why the Board attends to requests fraud znd financial malpractices.

development of 3 Mol between

for information or clarifications

He emphasized that the fight
AL I' | ":h‘“ll!ﬁ
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against corruption should be
viewed as everybody's fight in
Migeria because it is the anly way
to save the economy from being
wrecked by corrupt individuals,
He thanked NCDMEBE for the
measures and structures put in
place to promote transparency
and ethical behavior. He urged
every stakeholder in Nigerian to
juin the fight and to preach
against corruption in their
spheres of influence. He promised
that his Commission is ready and
willing to support the NCDMB to
recover any money due it as an
agency of the federal

Dr. Emmanuel Ibe Kachilkwu, Minister of State for Petroleum Resources,;
Mr. Kemela Okara, Secretary to Bayelsa Stale Government and Engr. Simbi

Wabote, Executive Secretary, NCDME performing the ground-breaking of the

Nigerian Qil and Gaz Park at Emeyal-1, Ogbia LGA, Bayelza State.

government. He expressed the desire for loca
content practice to be extended to otherimportant
sectors of Nigerian economy,

The Executive Secretary of MCOME was
accompanied to the Commissian Engr, (Dr.) Ginah
Q. Ginah, General Manager, Corporate
Communications/Zonal Coordination, wheo is also
the Head Anti-Corruption and Transparency
Monitoring Unit in the Board; others in the visiting

team included Barr. Naboth Onyesoh, Manager,
Corporate Communications, and Mrs Gloria
Onajero (Head, Abuja Liaison Office}, FaridBlell and
Victor Amabehe, Onthe part of the EFCC, the Acting
Chairman, Ir. Magu, Mr. Osita Nwajah, Director,
Public Affairs, Mr. Wilson Uwajarem, Head Media &
Publicity and Mr. Ola Olukoyede, Chief of Staff to
the Executive Chairman were on ground to receive
the NCDMB team.
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EIGHT YEARS OF LOCAL CONTENT ACT
ts been eight yearssince the [N T'H E NIGERIAN OIL

enactment of the Nigerian

Oil ané Gas Industry Content AND GAS INDUSTRY

Development [(NOGICD) Act, -

arguably the most successful By Simbi Wabote

economic policy of the Federal Muhammadu Buhariare specifically in support of Local Content
Government in the last two - Presidential Executive Order 003 which mandates Support for
decades. It's heartening that the Local Content in Public Procurement by Ministries,
implementation has remained Departments and Agencies of the Federal Government and
on the front burner of four Executive Order 005, for the “Planning and Execution of
successive Federal Projects, Promotion of Nigerian Content in Contracts and
Administrations, giving the lie ta Sciences, Engineering and Technology” These instruments
the narrative that governments have reaffirmed President Buhari administration's uneqguivocal
in Africa are too eaper to jettison support for Local Content and deep conviction of its importance
policies initiated by their to the attainment of the Economic Growth Recovery Plan
predecessors. In fact, the remit (EGRP}and wider socio-economic goals of the nation,

of the Nigerian Content The Senate and the Federal House of Representatives are also
implementation is being working to amend the Nigerian Content Act, so it would extend

broadened beyond oiland gas as 14 the Power, Information Communication Technology and
part of diversification of the construction sectors.

ceon ; ! ; I .
Sl Weeks ago, the Chief Justice of Nigeria, Justice Walter

Two out of the fiv.e Presidential onnoghen and other Justices of the Supreme Court gave huge
EKE':'_J“_“'E Dr_derE issued b_‘?' the endarsement tothe Migerian Content Act. The occasion wasthe
administration of President fjrct national seminar organised for Justices and ludges on the
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Role of the Judiciary in the development of the Nigerian Local bid rounds to enforce some level of
Content Law and Policy. Local Content Policies enshrined in

Today, Nigeria is widely regarded as a model in Local Content Xtant Petroleum statues. The
implementation in Africa and the Nigerian Content Nigerian National Petroleum
Development and Monitoring Board {NCDMB) has been COrporation (NNPC) would later set
mentaring several countries an the development of their own UYP the Nigerian Content Division
policies. The famous American Management guru and authar, within its system and issue Nigerian
John Maxwell wrote in the book, 'Everyone Communicates Content directives to the industry.
Few Connects' that “everything rises and falls on leadership.” The absence of a regulatory
This maxim resonates well with NCDVIB where the Board's framework limited the best efforts of
successes have been built on the focused management it had the DPR and NNPC, especially as
enjoyed from inception and support from government, even ©Perators and service companies
much more from the current Minister of State for Petroleum €omplied only on best endeavour
Resources, (HMSPR) Or. Emmanuel Ibe Kachilkwu. The basis.

Minister stated recently that NCDMB is one of the agencies The enactment of the NOGICD Act
under the Petroleum Resources ministry that has been 2010 and subsequent establishment
blessed in terms of personnel selection and leadership since of the NCDMB ushered a paradigm
inceptionin 2010, shift, Before then, nearly all

The Local Content journey started formally from the report of fabrication, E”Ei”EE_ri”Er and
a Presidential Committee inaugurated in 2001 to suggest Procurement for the Oil and GEfS
reforms in the Oil and Gas industry, Prior to the NOGICD Act, Industry were executed abroad. It is

the Department of Petroleurn Resources (DPR) used oil block €stimated that the national economy
suffered capital flight of about

-

Engr. Simbi Wabote, Executive Secretary, NCODME; Dir. Yami Ezan,
Pemanent Sec . Ministry of Petroleum Rasources; Or. Emmanuel |be
Kachikwu, Minis state for Petroleum Resources and Prof. Yemi Osinbajo,
Vice President, Federal Rebulic of Nigeria at the Nigeria international
Petroleum Sumimit in Abuja
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wider economy - several
Migerians service companies
have invested in sophisticated
vessels and rigs — assets that
used to be the exclusive
preserve of foreign companies,
Local firms now enjoy patronage
and even exclusivity in certain
areas, retaining huge industry
spend in the economy,
employing Nigerians and
building skills. Many hi-tech
Tabrications, manufacturing and
engineering facilities have also
keen developed and upgraded,
domiciling most industry work
that used to be exported.
Migerian Content has also grown
remarkably on the production
side. Indigenous and marginal
field producers now account for
about 15 percent of Nigeria's
crude oil production. They also
contribute about 53 percent of
Domestic Gas Supply
requirements, with NPDC,
SEPLAT, NO Western, Frontier,
7Energy, Aiteo, etc being major

5380billion dollars in the first 50 indigenous companies; Ensuring PLEGNEsTE: ]

years of oil production in Nigeria that Nigerian Content targets EYEN though the Oil and Gas
and lost opportunities to create are met for projects and industry is not a high employer
aver two millions jobs. The level operations; Creating and °f [2bour like Agriculture and

of Nigerian Content was less Utilizing training and Construction, our bullish
implementation of Nigerian

Content has helped creste over

than five percent, partly because employment opportunities for
preceding administrations and indigenes; Deploying the
mast citizenry focused on Nigerian Content Development 30,000 jobs and funneled about
revenue derivation from the Oil Fund for targeted capacity 2800 young persons in various

and Gassector. building: Ensuring that local Projécts based trainings. The
capacity investors have waork to total value of contracts awarded

amortize investments and 10 Nigerian companies in the
Invalving ail producing industry hasrisen to 83 percent

communities in the activities of While average Nigerian Content
retention in-country has shot up
to 28 percent. Although many
stakeholders are pushing for
increased NC performance, it is
imperative to note that the

In the past eight years, we have
focused the thrust of Local
Content Implementation on
Fromoting indigenous
ownership of equipment used in The sector,

industry operations; Promoting The Board's strategic
Qil and Gas Components implementation of the NOGICD
Manufacturing; Giving first Act has been very impactful in
consideration to MNigerian the Oil and Gas Industry and the
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implementation is a marathon
and notasprint.

On January 24 2018, the biggest
Migerian Content milestone to

date was attained when the
Total E&P's Egina Floating
Production Storage and
Offloading (FPSO) vessel arrived
the SHI-MCI| Yard, LADOL Free
Zone, Lagos for the integration
of six modules that were
fabricated in Nigeria. The arrival
of the FP50 is a huge testament
to the giant strides Nigerian
Content development has made,
particularly in the development
of

infrastructural and human

capacities,

Going forward, NCOMEB has set
new targets for itself and the
industry. We have developed a
10-year strategic road map with
which we are pushing to retain at
least 514bn out of the 520 hillion
annual industry spend and
create 300,000 direct and
indirect jobs. We also hope to
grow aggregate in-country value
addition from 28 percent to 70
percent by 2027, These targets
are backed with specific

NOVEMBER 2018

momentum of implementation protracted contracting cycle in
and injected some fresh theindustry.

impetus. Our first major activity ot racontly we held the ground
was to convene the genan Df'l breaking of the pilot Nigerian Ol
and Gas Dppurtum'.tyr Falt and Gas Park Schemes NOGAPS)
(NOGOF), to aggregate industry at Odukpzni, Cross River State.
business plan, This culminated in by kachikwu has confirmed he
the co Ly Hat i_ﬂ N of @ \suid personally perform the
mmpend_'_”m _DF Investment oound breaking of the second
opportunities in the industry. o4 phaing sited at Emeyal-1 in
We launched the 5200 Million Ogbia Local Government Arez of

(UsD) H'g”'a” Eﬂ“tm‘l't Bayelsa State. The parks will spur
Intervention Fund {NCI Fund) in STt O EoTa et

partnership with the Bank of components and spare parts
Industry (Bol]. The Fund offers a that would he utilized in the

single digit interest rate with five R e A

?Ear_tenu_r'_e aﬂd_we hops: 18 2000 jobs when it begins full
unvell the first set of successful Snaratiis

zpplications in a few weeks. Our
goal with the NCI Fund is to '
optimize the capacity and industry to mark the 8th

efficiency of our local supply anniversary of the Nigerian
| Content Act, we congratulate all

industry stakeholders for thair
various contributions to the
: TR achievements recorded so far,
We also issued Guidelines to ;
, We must all be proud of the johs
drive Rescarch and
we have created, the value we

Development implementation : :
. p. P . have retained in-countryand the
in the Oil and Gas Industry. This :

sense of pride we have brought

was followed by the Nigerian Oil : t
and Gas R & D Fair held in oo cOUNHY:

Az we lead the rest of the

chain and the overal
campetitiveness our Oil and Gas

Industry.

initiatives such as completion of September 2017 to sensitizeand Let me also hasten to add that

five planned oil and gas parks to
grow local manufacturing,
establishment of two additional

palvanize the industry and Nigerian Content is not about
relevant stakeholders to Nigerianisation but has the main

embrace the culture of research objective of domiciliation and

pipe mills, local fabrication of and innovation, a key parameter domestication of value-adding

modular refineries; attaining at
least 50 percent FPS50
Integration in-country during
the implementation of the
world-class Zabazaba and Bonga
SouthWest Aparo projects.

In the last year and six months
since | assumed duty as the
Executive Secretary of the
MCDMB, we have sustained the

content activities

for sustainable local in-country., We
practice. welcome investors far and wide
We concluded the bidm set up in our dear country

evalustions for NAOC'c Nigeriaforunrivalledreturns.

Zabazaba Deepwater project Our 10-year journey has just
within an unprecedented period begun. Please come on board so
of 14 months, in line with the that together we could catalyze
directive of the Honorable Nigeria's industrialization and
Minister of State for Petroleumn bequeath to our youth a virile
reduce the €conomy,

Respurces to

e AL | 31

NEWS PLATFORM



SUPPLEMENTS

ON NCDMB NOVEMBER 2018

NEWS PLATFORM

NLNG TRAIN 7:

FG INSISTS ON LOCAL CONTENT

Executive Secretary, Migerian Content
Development and Monitoring Board
[NCDME), Mr Simbi Wahote says the
plannad 7 bilion dolar Migera Liquefied
Matural Cag [MLMG)Lim ted Train 7 plantwill
be done in-country by mostly Migerizn
COMAR S,

‘Wahote disclosad this at a public workshop
ta discdss opportdnities for tae Migarizn
coritent asaect of the MLNG Train 7 plant, in
Abua.

e said the Cagineering, Frocurement and
Construction wark must be in eountry as
partof efferttoeqsure local contert drivein
the country,

Tha workshop was organised by the MLNG,
He said the era of building such big projects
in modules chroad and thea shipped
Migeria to ke coupled, was ovar Wabate
axplainad that the poveriment wonld now
asspss such new projects w th what had
been achieved with tbe Egina Floatiag
Production Storaze and Offloading il
platform built by Total,

"I knonw howwa insist nn some of these [oeal

content requirements {from the
intzmaticnal ol companies (ICCs]. “IF yau
leave therm alore, they will bu'ld this Train 7
in modules and then ship them from
England ar Metherlands and then take them
straight to Bonny and couple them.
Y That is nat going to happan. We ara gaing
to buile the Train 7 in-country aBCause we
have the rapzacty” he said ke Ffurther
explained that the NCDME was coafident
the MNLMG rzin 5 plart waudld came
thraugh, urlike some othar all and gas
projects that 1ave besn 0 the pipe ine far
Mzhyyears,

The Mews Agency of Nigeria [MAN) reports
that the NLMG has baen zdjudged 2z one of
Migeria's most successful corporate
nrganisatinns. It is A private limitad lHabil fy
company owaed by the ftederal
aovermeant, represantad by e Migarian
Mational Fetroleum Corporation
[MMPC] with 49 per cent stake: Sqell— 258
per cent; Toral — LS aercent and Eni— 20.4
per cent, Eaclier, the MLNG: Manzging
Direcio, Mr Tomy Allsh, said Lhat the Train 7
project woule increase production output

af its plant by 35 per cent f.om 22 Millian
Tonnes Per Annuny (RAT PA) to 30 MTPRA, and
imarowe Fareign Qirect Investment [FDI)|
intoMige-ia.

He said 2019 would mark the company's
30th yezr in existence and 20" year of
operation as a glebal entity. Giving an
vebrwienw o Ihe Train 7 oproject, he ssil
opporturities exist for in-courtry
fabrication of pressure vessels, pipas, flare

stack amongothers,

He added that it would also offer
opportunities for Nigerian compani=s to
aupply cement, Tuel, lubricartz ardweaicles
including earth moving equipment. |n
construction, he szid that opportunities
exist in consultancy services, installation,
commissioning and nspection, testing and
certifizat on.

Attan addedthat Migeriar companies would
have cpportanitizs 1o supply logistics
including marine and air trarsport for
theusands of woarlers that would be
engagad whaon canstroetion ofthe new train
begins.
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SURES N IGERIANS,
THE WORLD OF FREE,

FAIR ELECTIONS IN 2019

P resident WMubhammadu Bubari has reassured country's political and electaral institutions had continued

r

BUHARI REAS

'...I-‘

Migerians and the international caommunity that the 1o evalye in strepgth, skill and experience afler each
forthcoming general elections in 2019 will be free electian.
and fair, saying it will usher the country into anather clime of

He said: “We are currently at the threshold of another
maturity, peace and unity,

generzl election and after five general slections In the
President Buhari gave the assurance when he received country since 1999, we expect that the 2019 electians will
Letters of Credence from four ambassadors at the State be free and fair,

House, including the ambassador of the Peoples' Kepublic

“The political systam is good and if people work hard they
of Japan, Mr Yutaka Kikuta. The president noted that the

will zucceed," he said. According to him, the increase in
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number ol political parties that will field candidates in 2019
elections indicates more democratic consciousness 2mong
Nigerians andwillingness to serve the countng.

Receiving Letter of Credence from the Ambassador of the
Russian Federation, Alesey Shebarshin, the President noted
that discussions an reviving the Ajackuta Steel Complex
partnerships in agricaiture and other bilateral interests in
frade and economic development would be sustained.

He commended the country Tor always standing by Nigeria,
“We hezve opened discussions on the Ajaokuta Stee!
Camplex, and wewill continue," he added.

The President told the Ambassador of Brazil, Richardo
Guerra De Araujo, that the hisworical lies between hoth
countries and the shared potentials for growth would be
further cxplored.

He stressed that this would be dane with strong emphasis
aneconomic and social development.

He noted that the number of Nigerians in Brazil bad alreacy
provided a strong regson for deeper and richer discussions

NOVEMBER 2018

for both countries. Beceiving the Letter of Credence of the
Ambassador of United &b Enurates, Fahad Al Taffag,
Ruhari assared him that Nigeria remained committed ta
strengthening the hilateral relationship that has existed
hetween both countries for many years.
The President said the courtesies extended to Nigerians in
the Urited Arab Emirates was commendable, and assured
the envoy that his administration would continee to
strengthen business and trade relations beotween both
EOUnTries,

1o s remaarks, the Ambassador ol Japan said his cauntry
rernained gratetul fiv Nigerin's coneern and support during
tha flooding that dawvastated tha country,

He promased toowork hard to turther enhance relations in
technology, agricultare and trade,

ancd Lnited Arab
Emirates assured the president that they would work herd to
ensure improved refations in key sectars of the ecanamy.
They allwizhed Nigeria the best i e forbeoming clecions,

The Ambassadors ol Bussin, Braeil
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he Independent NWational Elcetoral

commission has become an  insidious

discase m the couniry, An msidious discase
is asilent discase that is not always given aticntion
butis capable of killing and as dangerous as the one
we pay altention Lo

The 2019 gencral elections is fast approaching and
Politicians are already gearing up for elections.
Unfortunately most Nigernians  especially  the
Goveruments at all levels seam oot o be paving
much atlention Lo the election and the electoral

NOVEMBER 2018
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umpire the mdependent MNational Electoral
Commission [INEC] Attention seemed to be
focused on Corruption and ant Corruption war of
the present admianiscration.

Many Nigerians are however not interestad in
President Muhammadu buhan's Ant corruption
war, whal they are mterested in now 15 food on the
table, jobs, power supply etc. the antl corruption
war Buhari seemed o be fighting now 1s Lhe
alleged looting of the treasury by past
administrations in the country, cspecially by those
in the Peoples Democratic Party the [PDP]. MANY

[ A | 38



Nigerians are nigntly or wrongly disenchanted with
Buhari's administration so far. But this is
Demoeracy ool a military government, 30 o way
ar Cﬂll]}ﬁ.

They are howeverwaiting 0l 2019 so they can vole
Tor a candidate of the choice. Buhart may still be
voted back to office depending on his performance
inoffice,

Rt there are fears that going by their past records
and the elections conducted so far under the
Buhan' APC admimstration Nigenans may nol
Liave an opportunity te vote tor a candidate of their
choice or vore ourhad Representatives,

Many have expressed disappointments about the
readingss ol the present leadership of the
mdependent Natiomal  Flectoral Commisstion
headed by Professor Yacoub Mamoud (o conduct a
credible clections in the country. This haz led to
many asking the question which INEC conducted
the best clections so Gir inrecent vears. Some say il
was the 2007 clections conducted by Profossor
Maurice lwu, others say it was that conducted by
the wmmediate charman of the commission
Professor Atlahirn jepa. They  howoever  saud
Protessor Yacoub INEC has taking Niheria back to
Old INEC before Jegu.

But in his remark recently the Chairman of the
Independent National Electoral Commission Prof.
Yacoub assisted categorically that that the 2015
clection conducted by Prolcasor Jega recorded the
highest number of annulled polls. At the meeting
with Residents Electoral Commission [REC] He
stated that there were 20 annulled clections
2013, These lipured did not include thosc in which
the courts upturned the elections and ordered for
issuance of Certificate of Returns 1o a diffcrent
candidate.

Even recently The Hunter Rights Commission
clection reports on election offences 2007 1o 2013
condemned the 20015 glections and threatened to
prosecule those they termed ngeed the election.
Ther target was Maunce Twi The reporl however
isin human, lazy and uncercbral cxercise. Mr. Wale
Fapohunda who masterminded the project served
under sovemor Fayemt fonmer sovermor of Ekib
state as Comnissioner ol Justice, Before then he
wids anember of the Commission and afler Fayver
wits voled our of office, he came back o lhe
commussion through the back door. Some civil
Society Oreanizations who observed these

NOVEMBER 2018

elections along with Gem Fawehimmi led National
Conscinee Party are ready 1o also lot the world
know what went riglt under Prolessor lwu
leadership of INLC why the Commission silent on
whole sale ¢lechon olfences committed i 2011
and 2015 hy those who are in power now.

Owver 500 people inchuding vouth corps members
were killed by protesters not happy wath the
outcome of the 2011 eeneral elections conducted
by Professor Attahim Jega that brought in [r
Groodluek Tomathamn.

The tuncrions of INEC as contained in Section 15,
PPart | of the Third Schedule of the 19949
Constitution (As Amended) and Scetion 2 of the
Electoral Act 2010 (As Amended) include the
following:

1. Oreanise, wundertake and supervize all
elections to the offices of the President and
WViee Prosident, the Govermor and Deputy
Covernor of a State, and to the membership
at the Senate, the | louse of Representatives
and the House ol Assembly of cach stale of
the federation.

]

Remister political parties 1 accordance
wilh the provisions of the constitubion and
Act ofthe National Assembly;

3. Monitor the orsantzation and operabion of
the political partics, mcluding their
finances; convenlions. conzress and party
pritmaries.

4, Arranee lor the annual cxamination and
anditing of the funds and accounts of
political partics. and publish a repart on
such cxamination and avdi for public
information,

L

Arrange and conduct the registration ol
persons qualified to vate and prepare,
maintam and revise the remster of voters
for the purposc of any clecton under ths
constitution;

0. Momitor pohtcal campaigns and provide
rules and regulations which shall govern

the political parties;

Conduet voler and eivie cducation;
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PDP Chairman
Uche Secondus

5. Promote knowledge of sound democratic
clection processes; and

9. Conduct any reterendum required o he
comducted pursuant to the provision of the
1999 Constitution or any other law or Act
otthe Narional Assembly,

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission ol INEC s 1o serve as an independent
and effective Election Monitoring Body [EMB]
committed to the conduet ol [ree, B and eredible
elections for sustainable democracy in Nigeria.

VISIONSTATEMENT

Thevizionof INKU is to be one ofthe best Election
Management Bodics (EMBY in the world thal
tneels the aspirations of the Nigenan people,

VALLUES

INEC shall be muded by the followmg values n

the performance of its duties.

it Autonomy: INEC shall carry oul all its
functions independently, free from exlernal
control and influence.

b

Transparency: INEC shall display
openness and transparency mooall s
activities and in its relationship with all

NOVEMBER 2018

APC Chairman
Adams Oshiomhole

slulieholders.

Integrity: INEC shall maintain
truthfulness and honesty m all its deahings
in all times,

Credibility: INEC shall ensure that no
action or achivity 15 taken m support of any
candidate or political party.

Impartiality: INEC shall ensure the
creation of a level playing feld for all
political actors.

Dedication: TNEC shall be comnutied
providing guality electoral services
efficiently and effectively, guided by best
international practice and standards,

cquity: INEC shall ensure Borness and
Justice in dealing with all stakeholders.

Exeollence: TINEC shall be committed Lo
the promation of meritand professionalism
as the basis for all its actions.

Team work: TNEC shall create a
conductive environment  thal promotes
teamwark among its staftat all levels.
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t 15 important o state here

that the collapse of past

Eepublic was due largely o
the comtroversies and rejection
to the outcome of election
results at various levels during
the period.

The Electoral Cammission of
Migeria [ECN] conducted the
election in the first Republic 1960 |

to 1966. The electionswas marred |

by series of malpractices which |

included ballot box snuffing, |

ballot box snatching, kidnapping
or oppenents, denying opponents
elactoral materials etc. the ethnic
lzanings of the political parties
made matters worse as crisis
among political parties led to
ethnic crisis, Folitical Parties and
their ethnic supporters rejected
the outcome of the 1964/65
general elections. There was near
anarchy in the land, The situation
was 50 bad that the leader of
Action Group [AG] who was
leader of opposition Chief
Obhafemi Awolown was quoted to
have said he had |lost confidence
intheelectoral system.

Instead of the government at that
time trying to reform the electoral
system and restore confidence,
Chief Awolowo and some of his
supporters were sent to jail. This
was the situation in the country
until the military struckion 1966,

Migeria made another attempt at

| Damocracy in 1979/83 known as
{the second Repubklic, The
Eelccmral system then produced
lots of malpractices and the legal
interpretations of what is the 2/3
|of 19 states.

|The case got to the supreme
|court without resolutions, The

{19822 elections was not better off,

| All oppositions candidates that

contested the elections Dr.
Mramdi Azikwe of the Nigeria
Peoples Party [NPP.. Chief
| Obafemi Awolowo of the Unity
iPartﬁ..r of Nigeria [UPN], Alhaji
| Ibrahim Waziri of Great Nigeria
| Peoples Redemption Party [PRP]
(opposed the resualts of the
\elections while Ahaji Shehu
ishagar'l of the National Party of
|Migeria [NPN] went away with
iclaims of landslide victory. The
[ landslide victory was short-lived
(a5 the military struct again three
' manths after later Dec 31 1983
| bringing the second Republic to
lanend,

[Many people in Nigeria
|particularly the wvocal minority
regarded the 1993 general
{elections in the country as the
| freest and fairest in the country.
iThere was howewver a departure
| from the past as it intreduced an
|option A4 into elections in
Migeria. It was introduced by the
government of General |brahim
iH&bangida as head of state and
| Professor Humphery MNweosu, a
| Professor of Political 5cience as

ithe Chairman of MNational

Electaral Commission [NEC].

Because of its perceived success
many called for the adoption of
option A4 for future elections in
Migeria. What proponements of
option A4 failed to realize wasthat
the outcame of that elections
whichincluded its annulments led
to the death of the perceived
winner of that efection Chief
Moshood Abiola, his wife Kudirat,
a former Head of State Sani
Abacha and hundreds of
Nigerians killed on the streets of
Lagos. It also brought with it lack
of trust and harmony among
neighbours and friends.

The 1999 which was conducted by
the Independent Mational
Electoral Commission [INEC]
elections had its own problems
but was overlooked because
Migerians were tired of the
military and wanted them to go
immediately.

The 2003 general elections was
regarded as the worst election in
Migeria especially by both local
and international observers.
Among the observers that
rejectad the outcome of the 2003
general elections included the
Transition Monitoring Group
[TMG] and the European Union.

The 2003 Presidential election
was s3id to have been won by the
candidate of the PODP Chief

(B AL AT | 38



COVER

Olusegun Obasanjo. There were series of streets
protest by Buhari to protest the results of the
election using the platform of the Conference of
Migerias Political Party [CNPF]. Those whao led the
street protest included Mubhammadu Buhari, Chief
Odimegwu Qjukwuy who was then candidate of
APGA, Chief Tunji Braithwaite, Alhaji Bzalarabe
husa, Barrister Maxi Okwu who was the secretary
of CNPP among others, police used tear gas to
disperse theseeminent Migerians.

There was also a follow up protest in Kano where
the Police used poizoned gas to disperse the
protesters Buhari's Running mate at the 2003
election and former Senate President Dr. Chuba
Okadigho did not survive from the poisoned gas
until he died.

This was the electoral situation in Nigeria before
Professor Maurice lwu became Chairman fo the
Independent National Electoral Commission [INEC].
What Professor lwu did was first to ensure that we
didn't go back to the mistakes of the past, 'if we
must save the country and sustain out nascent
democracy. He introduced some reforms into our
electoral systems. Some of the reforms we are still
followingtilltoday.

Among the referms introduced by Professor lwu
was the stakeholders forum with Political Parties,
this was done both at the Mational, State and Local
Government levels. The stake holders forum is
made up of representatives of Political Parties, Cilvil
Society Organisations and Drevelopment partners,
IMEC under Professor lwu also lauched the Political
Party finances manual.

The 19499 constitution of Nigeria and the Flectoral
Act 2002 vested on INEC the responsibilities of
averseeing the general activities and management
of Political Party Finances in carrying out this
responsibility a brand new Political Party Finance
Manual accompanied by a handbook was launced,
The Peolitical Party Finance manual has provided a
syster for capturing, documenting, controlling and
reporting on the financial activities of Political
Parties. The emphasis is on the disclosure of
information en Political Parties Finances with the
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understanding that the disclosure will curb political
corruption, prevent
undesirable sources and enahble the public to know
more about the sources of funds into the coffers of

inflow of funds from

parties and candidates. If this aspect of the reforms
as proposed by Professor lwu was continued after
he left office, This issue of probing campaign funds
or using Arms money for election would have been
avoided. The last American Presidential election
just ended the whole world know that Hilary Clintan
was able to raise about 5500m for her campaign
while the winnerofthe Presidential Election Donald
Trump raised about 5300m. but nobody not even
IMEC knew how much the Peoples Democratic Party
|[PI:P] or the All Progressive Congress [APC] raised
fortheircampaign inthe 2015 general election.

Many Nigerians who are probable happy with the
Fermanent Voters Card and the Card Reader or who
are the direct beneficiarics of the PVC have
forgotten that the system was actually introduced
by Professor lwu in 2004 when he introduced the
Electranic Yoting system. The system consisted of
four components. The include the Electronic Voters
Register, Eligible Voters Authentication, Electronic
Transmission of Results,

The Electronic Voting System are automated voting
methods which employ computing technolegy to
improve several aspects of the electoral process. It
incorporates paperless voting methods, ncreases
efficiency, stability, speed, audit and accuracy. Its
main features is that it is easy to operate, easy to
adapt, ensure integrity of the voting data, portable
and battery powered.

The Independent Mational Electoral Commission
under Professor Maurice lwu Conducted the 2007
general elections. It was the elections that brought
in Alhaji Umar Yaradua to power as the President of
Migeria. This election was widely condemned by
Migerians and the International Community which
included the Mationzl Democratic Institutiion, [MDI]
the International Federation on Electoral System
[IFES], the International Republican Institute [IRI].
The Commonwealth Observers Group among
athers, Even the main beneficiary of the election
Umar YarAdua himself said the election that
broughthim to office lacked credibility.
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NIGERIAN YOUTHS TO PETITION G, INT'L COMM.

OVER NEGLECT OF RIVERS COMMUNITY BY SPDC

Promises to back community to
secure justice

NIGERLAN Youth Leaders have vowed
to petition the International community
and Foderal Govermmen! over alleged
neglect of communities of Akuku-Tormn
Local Government Arca of Rivers State
by Shell Petroleum Development
Company. The youth leaders made this
call on Fridlay at Kola Commumily
during a tact finding visit to the area tw
ascertain the level of development in
the area. They alsp prommised w back
Kula comimunity in the fight ol securing
Justice against the alleged neplect by
Intermational Ol Companies in the area

T : .
R e T

The delegation was led by Amb Sukuboe Sara-lgbe Sukubo, Presidant
Nabtional Youlh Council of Migena (INYON) Tanked by Presidents of
T Youth Couneil, Avewa Youlh Forum. Epbe Lebimo Odo Yoruba
[Afenifere), Greenet Nigeria Bovement and other eminent Youth
[caiders Mrom across the Tederabion. Inthe cause ol the vistabion, 1 was
ravealad that Communities of Kula Kingdom had for over two years
opened an agiiation, demanding that Shell divests it Facilicies in the
arca. OML2 3 and vacates the arca for lack of social amenities,

The team which vistted Kile Ama 1, Ofomama Commumity, Belema
commumnity, Kula Town, cxpressed worrics over the level of
underdevelopment in the arca. The oil communitics had last vear
Angust shut down operation o SPOC on OMEZS over alleged neglect
by the oil giant. The women of the communities have continued to
mount surveillance against the scheming of SP1C w secretly sell the
DML 25 to another foreign company which negate the deinand of the

= 2 =
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The women, who spoke to the team on amival at the OMLZS facility,
nited that their continuous sceupation of te Facr ity was a show that
5P must leave the arca.

b es. O Tokine, one of the women leaders said: We are here and s
have staved wyear and three months al this oty becanse o o
SO s treating them. Since SPDC operations for over 37 vears,
they have not done -any meaningful infrastuctural develapiment, no
school, and no employment for indigenes who are graduates and no
hespitals. "When our women want to give birth we travel a far
distanee. As we are iravelling, sometimes the boal will spoeil and the
person will deliver inside the boat. Sometimes the baby will die or the
muotherwill dic®

However, on arrival, Solomon Gilbet, the leader of Offoinama
commumity, who condueted the lcam round the commumly, old the
team that the communitias have not benefitted from SPDC for over
27 years of their operation in the arca. Gilbert said: “Since Shell
started operatinge here, we have not benetitted. You can see the kind of
achoo! we have hare. We built the school on our own, You can see that

1L1s i bateher school with only mud wsed on the Moor 71 hey should
come and show us aad the public the project they have doac in the
community, We do not have watzt, in fact we have nothing, This isthe
reason we dre saving that Shellshoold leave our land ™
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Sioilarly, Ene Jackrich. a native of the
arca, sald: “We did our land reclamartion
on our own. We donot have landing jetty.
“Asschool wanly o resume wee have o 0l
the classroom with mud, so that betore
clasaes resume it has dried. " The waterwe
have way brought by UNICEF n
collaboration with government. Since |
was born 1 have not scen any praject by
SPDC.

We have seen poverty evervwhere —
youths

Speaking, [ Fngn Udengs Tradin, the
Tormer Prosident of Baw Youth Couneil,
IVC, Worldwide, and TUzoh Ieanvi —
President of Ndigho Youlh Organisalion
{19 Northern States) who are part of the
delesation, zaid the team has scen the
level of poverty in the ol producing
communities, adding that the youths
wistilel formally make u report o the FG,
Eradiri said: “We arc a fact finding tean.
Wi have come and sve have scen things
lon ourselves and we wall dooa formal
repart to the federal government. “We
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will not just wiite the federal lgbe Sukubo and other Youth understands the plight of people of
government, we will cosuee that we Leaders  after considering  the the region. " We heard that SPDC hus
write and meet the intermatonal agitons ol the commmumiies, urged spent 5300 million but thers is no
carmmunity and the parent body of TG (o ssae the license to operate sign ol here.,

SPIC, OMI23 1o an indigenous  firm, There is no part ol (the communily
“There 15 need to nform them of the Belemaoil Producing Limited that that vou see anything that shows that
lewvel of injustice perpetrated against
d people thal 1s producmyr vil. We
will come up with o working
document bascd on whatl we have
seen in the ground in the
communitics. “Ttis unheard of based
on reports we got today, that people
who host a hig oil firm like Shell do
net haye good hospital. They do ol

il

hiwve schools, not even pipe bom
waler,”

The President of National Youth
Council ol Nigeria -Sukubo Sara-
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Shell his spenl such sum,

“Tt 15 time for our people to do oil business. We are
calling an the federal sovernment to give our people to
do this business because they will do better, “Our
people must be given first right otfratusal.

Belemao | Producing has shown capacity and should be
given the opportunity,” Kula should be given right of
first refusal Also, the President of Cireener Nigeria
Movemnenl Comrade Abdul Rabman Aprhoola
expresaad concerns over the rate of neglect in the area,
adding that the host communiny should be aiven the

(et
i

righttoreject Shell,

Aohoola said: “The kind of thing | have seen does not
befit the people that comtmibute heavly 10 the nation’s
economy, “Ouwr call to the government is that, the
people of Kula should be given the right of fivst refisal,
because they do not need Shell again in their
environmant.”

10Cs left us in poverty

Meanwhile, the Scerctary of CiTonama Council of
Chiels, Chiel Fialy Tubolabo Fiala, who thanked (he
team for the intervention, noted that
Kula people are hving m abject
poverty because of the activities of
SPDC. "We are in abject poverty.
That 15 how the 1OCs kept us
Everything we have is by our own
elforts. We happy Tor your
intervention aud we will support vou
o cnsure that we have justice.

W have o land 1o buald, We knosy
| that we will succeed in this fight We
know that yonwill takeup this matter
sa that Shell will know that we have
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youlhs m MNigema, ™ disagreements with the myvaders, A neglected the mierests of the lacal
SPDC seek peace, dialogue group ol people invaded (he communily.

However, Shell has deseribed the facilitiesonAugust 11,2017, gjected “SPDC belizves that all stakehalders
dallegations by the women  and the stall on duly and haye llegally inthe matler should give the Rivers
leaders of Kula as false, but stated remained in occupation of the State Government-initiated
that there was need for dialogue. faciliticasinee then, mediation process the chanez to
This wus contalned in a statement by “The group has so far rebutfed all resolve the disagrecment
the Media Relations Manager, entreaties to resolve their grievances peacetully™ “Our primary 2oal is the
Bamidele Odugbesan, on behall of through dislogue bul hay instesd sule and peaceful resolution of this
SPD"s External RBelations General demanded immediate transter  of dispute, and we cncourage all partics
Manager, [oo Weli. ownershin and operatarship of the to return 1o dialogue o protect the
The statwement read: “SPDC has ulso Tacilivies Lo their prelerred safoly and seeurity ol all eoncemed
restated its comanutment to dialogue iadigenous oil firm, under the including those occupving the
and peaccful resolution of pretextthar SPIC has over the vears facility, community  members,

SPIC stalTand coalraclors,
“SPDC and it Joinl Vimlure parioers
continue  to implement  multi-million
MNara social mvestment programmmes 1o
the bhenzlit of the people of Kula
Kingdom, in Akuku Toru Local
Government Area of Rivers State,
notwithstanding that the company has not

| been allivwed 1o operawe the Taciliticy

| since the illegal occupation began 13

ronihis ago,”
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SHELL MOBILISE NAVY AND

JTF TO INVADE A
PEACEFUL COMMUNITY:

Ben van Beurd&

his 15 how the

communitics are 4s at

today after 45 years of
Shell in the land. Yet they are
mobilise Navy and J1II to
myvade a peace loving people
asking for justice. Shell, PDP
lead Loeal Government
Chamrman have mobihsed Naval
force to forcefully throw our a
people demanding justice aller
Shell 45 wears in their land with
nothing to show. Not a drinkable
water for 45 vears of Shell. no
schools, no hospitals, no more
fishes m the river because ol

"R" soon as they see "B" 18
disasrecing with their under
development style of doing
business in the land. Shell have
never cmployved one porson as
statt 0 the communities since
43 years of their presence in our
comimunities. Shell gave birth o
militancy and piracy m oour
water wavs bccausce they
gimpower vouths Lo shout down
communitics demanding  for
development. Communitics arc
now demanding justice  from
Shell, Instead of listening to our
demands, Shell have  joined

Shell pollution, not a single stadf forces with the PDP lead local

cmployed by Shell
m 45 years ol operations,

coverninent Chairman  Mr.
Roland Sekibo to oppress the
Belema and Ofoinama

said his  government cannot
continue o loose 34m naira
cvery month, hence he will vsc
all waols i his power to help
Shell,

The only project embarked tor
us by the local goverment was
600,000 naira wooden  and
broken toilet house nothing esle.
All that comes to Akuku Toru
LGA is taken over by only onc
Community called Abonema
with nothing the rest. Lven we
the oil producing communitics
are grossly marginalised by
Abonema where the LGA
Eoland comes from and
represents, President Bithan and
the entire world should come to
our aide over this  injustice.
Shell vou can no longer suceced,
we are now all United against
vour evil inour land. Shell have
causcd several fighting that lead
to several kilhing of our chiefy
and vouths numbering over 200.
Today we are now Uniled 1o
Iiberate our land,

sShell leave our land alone. Go
with vour cvill and killings.
Shell vou come to us with Navy
gun boats and very high fire
power but we resist vou with our
cry 1o God who stamds by the
weak and oppressed.
We are iehting to liberate our
lared from comtinuous poverly,
piracy, hunger, lack of
govermnent presence and 1o

Adl Shell do 15 use "A" against Commumties. The Chairman have 3 sustainable fiarure for our
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he Wife of Bivers State Governor, Justice
Eberechi Suszelle Myesori-Wike has called far

the proper education af the girl-child ta
empower them to face the challenges of life. Speaking
during the Gowvernor Wike's Widows Outreach
programme for the 22 LGEAs in Rivers state on Friclay in
Port Harcourt, lustice Myesom-Wike said that trained
waomen have the capacity to withstand the pressures

of widowhood. She said: "If the girls arc trained, they
will have the caparily lo face widowhood, if
unfartunately it comes "

The Rivers Governor's Wile urged mothers Lo train
their sens in ways that they will have respect for
women. She advised widows not to allow the
unfortunate circumstance to destroy their futurs, as
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they can still contribute to the Governor means that it will be Yice Chairmen in all the 23 Local
growth of the state. "That you nave successful. In her address, Deputy Government Areas of the state ",
last your husbands does not mean Gowvernaor |palibo Harry Banigo shesaid.
that you cannot rise above the thanked Governor Wike for
unfartunate situation. | urge you to approving the programmea which Rivers Stats Women Affairs
move ahead and contribute to the will improve the living standards of Commissioner, Mrs Ukel Qyaghiri
development of the state ", she said, widows, assured Rivers women that the
The Wife of the Rivers State She noted that the Governor Wike Wike administration remains
Gowvernor natad that the Widows Reach Cut programme will committed to their welfara, Simeon

S administration of Governor Wike touch the lives of widows from the Nwakaudu, Special Assistant to the
will continue to fashion out ways to 23 Local Government Areas of the Rivers 5tate GCowvernor, Electronic §

‘" improve the living condition of state. The Deputy Governor Ipalibo Media. 12th October, 2018,

Y wamen and widows, She called on Harry Banigo said Governor Wike is
women to support fellow women acaring administrator who believes Pictures: L-R: Deputy Governor
and widows, so as to protect them inthe welfare of women. "Since the Ipalibo Harry Banigo, Wife of the

N from harmful societal practices. inception of thus administration, Rivers State Governar, lustice

Il Governor Wike has shown that heis Eberechi Suzzatte Nyesom-WWike

| Justice MNyesom-Wike said that the gender friendly. This can be seen and Mrs Inime Aguma during the :
fact that the Gowernor Wike's from his appointments of women Governor Wilke's Widows Outreach ot
Widows Reach out programme is into his cabinet and the political programme for the 23 LGAs in Rivers |
domiciledin the office of the Deputy space he created for the election of stateon Fridayin Port Harcourt,

.F =
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COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE END OF TWO-DAY
WORKSHOPS FOR ONLINE JOURNALISTS/BLOGGERS
ON CONFLICT SENSITIVE REPORTING ONLINE,
AHEAD OF THE 2019 GENERAL ELECTIONS

*Introduction®

The International Prass Centre (IPC), Lagos-
Migeria, held two-day workshops far online
journalists/blogger on canflict sensitive
reporting online, ahead of the 2019 general
elections. The workshops, which were supported
by the European Unicn {EU) under Component
4b: Support to the media of the EU Suppart to
Democratic Governance in Nigeria (EU-SDGN)
project, were held on Tuesday, September 13
and Wednesday September 19, 2018 at
Continental Suites, I1BB Boulevard, |bara,
Abeokuta, Ogun 5tate and Thursday September
20 and Friday September 21, 2018 at Grand Pela
Hotel, Abuja, respectively.

The two workshops attracted a total of 71 anline
journalists/bloggers, with the Abeaakuta
workshop attracting 36 participants from the six
southwest states, while the Abuja workshop
attracted 35 participants from the FCT, the
MNorth-East, North-Central, South-East and South-
South regions of

Migeria.

The thrust of the workshop was to build the
capacity of the concerned online
journalists/bloggers in using online media for
fair, balanced, language sensitive and conflict
sensitive reporting of the elections. Overall, the
workshop focused on building the capacity of
participants an professional and conflict
sensitive reporting of the electoral processes as
well as mitigating hate speech in an online
environment.

*Goodwill messages and Presentations.*
The workshop in Abeokuta which received
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goodwill remarks from Comrade Wale
Shokunbi, Chairman, Nigeria Union of
lournalists, Ogun State and Dr. Niran
Malaclu, former Ogun state Commissioner
for Information and Strategy, and the
founding MD/CEQ of Rock city FM, featured
Six main presantatians.

There were presentations accompanied by
interactive guestion, answer and comment
sessions including a plenary session on
amerging issues/real lifescenarios and
practical steps to managing conflict situations
inonline reporting that was moderated by
the workshop facilitater/resource persons.

The [irst day had four presentations. The First
presentation, *Understanding conflict, its
nature and character* was delivered by Dr.
Can libe, Institute for Peace and Strategic
Studies, University of Ibadan, while the
Second presentation, *Understanding
communication challenges in the age of
conflict, hate speech and fake news* was
delivered by Professor Nosa Owens-lbig,
Dean, College of Social and Management
Sciences [COS0MAS), Caleb University,
Imota-Nigeria® *

The Third Presentation®, Contemporary
conflicts in Nigeria and possible impact an
media coverage of 2019 elections: the pitfalls
to avoid in Online Reporting*was anchorad
by Dr. Dan Jibo* * while the fourth
Presentation, *Social Media and Elections:
Knowing and Dealing with the Challenges*
was handled by Dr. Qasirm Akinreti, Assistant
Mews Editor, Voice of Nigeria
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(VON)/Chairman, Lagos NUJ.

There were two presentations on the second,
namely, *Giving practical effect to canflict
sensitive reporting online® by Dr. Qasim
Akinreti and *Sticking®* to ethics and
professionalism in online reporting® by
FPr*ofessor Nosa Owens-lhie. *A special
session®, **|ntroduction to anti-hoax
platforms® was handled by Mr. lamiunFolarin,
Dept of Mass Communication, Crescent
University, Abeokuta.

Six papers were also delivered at the Abuja leg
of the warkshop by three resources
respectively. The first resource person, Dr.
Rugayyah Yusuf Alivu of the Department of
Information and Media Studies, Bayero
University Kano, had two presentations,
*'Wnderstanding Conflict: Its Nature &
Character'™ and *'Hate Speech & Fake News:
Imperatives of Ethics & Professionalism in
Online Reporting in Nigeria

The second resource person, Dr. Y.Z Yau,
Executive Director, CITAD presented two
papers on *'Contemporary Canflicts in Nigeria
and Possible Impact on Media Coverage of
2019 Elections'® and ¥ Manitoring of Hate
Speech Online: Observations, Lessons and
Recommendations from Outcomes'*,

The third resource person, Mr. Musikilu
Mojeed, Editor-In-Chief. Premium Times spoke
on *'Social Media & Elections; Giving Practical
Effect to Conflict Sensitive Reparting Onling™'
and *'News gathering & Newsroom Gate
keeping in Era of Hate Speech: Tips on Pitfalls
to Avoid™'.

* Observations®
The Workshop identified and nated the
following:

1. Embellished' news reparts with tribal,
ethnic or religious undertones are often the
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purveyor of conflicts in Migeria.

2. There are growing concerns about the use
of social media and online mediums for the
dissemination of fake news and hate speeches.

3. Photo-shopped photographs and
disturbing videos with fabricated local
narratives promoted through online saurces
can trigger tension, political crisis and even
communal conflict in sensitive communities.

5. Conflict is 2 natural occurrence and
inevitable; mainly orchestrated by perceived
threats.

4. Hate Speech is among the universal
inflammatory speeches like dangerous and
offensive speaches.

5. Hate speech criminalises people, demeans
and puts them in a bad light.

6. Hate Speech is not just about spoken or
published wards; it can come in the form of
music, graphics or inscription on cloths, etc.

7. Hate speech leads to viclence due to
explicit, implied, contextual or historical 'call to
action' imbedded therein, Therefore hate
speech is a hallmark of dangerous speech,

8.  Online journalists/ bloggers are always on
the edpe to be the first to 'break the news'
which inadvertently is lowering the bar of
factual and professional reporting.

9. Unprofessicnal reporting online cast
aspersion on the credibility of media
professionals working in the online
environmeant,

*Recommendations®:

In view of the forthcoming 2019 and
subsequent elections, the following
recommendations were made to serve as a
guideline to online journalists/bloggers
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reporting governance and electoral matters:

i Online

Journalists/Bloggers reporting governance and
electoral matters should restrict themselves to
the Ethical Framework & Stipulated Guidelines
which would differentiate them from the
regular trend of citizenship journalism.

ii. Online Journalists/Bloggers
reporting governance and electoral matters
should equip themselves with information
andknowledge on conflicts especially its
context, its underlining causes, its effects and
preventive and corrective measures.

iii.  Online Journalists/Bloggers

Bloggers should profile peace makers and
subdue voices of purveyors of intolerance and
cheerleaders of hate, xenophobic & religious
extremists.

iv.  Online Journalists/Bloggers

reporting governance and electoral matters
should exhibit high sense of professionalism in
reporting the elections more so as good
journalism requires the provision of accurate
and reliable information to citizens;

v.  Online journalists/Bloggers

bloggers should be careful about reports and
stories that could trigger killings and
destruction;

vi.  Online journalists/Bloggers
blaogeers should pay more attention to what
they publish online because of the attendant
implications for peaceful co-existence and
social cohesion:

vii,  Online journalists/Bloggers

ploggers should note that their negligence in
applying ethical considerations to reports
online, can cause unnecessary violence or even
deaths of people;

viii.  Online journalists/ Bloggers
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need to stick to ethical standards by making
sure that contents are problem solving;

ix. Online journalists/Blogzers
bloggers should embrace responsible
journalism by looking out for accurate and
factual dissemination of news;

X. Online

journalists/bloggers should avoid sensational
and misleading headlines in their reports but
rather stick to professional and credible
reporting online:

xi. Online

journalists/bloggers should verify news fram
all sides befare publication in-arder for their
medium not to be tagged a medium of fake
news;

xii.  Online journalists/Bloggers
blogeers should endeavour to cross check the
source of their contents and should avoid
words that could trigger crisis or conflict in
their reportage;

xiii.  Online journalists/Bloggers
must be promoters of change and always guide

against hate speech in their reporting in arder
not to raise political tension.

¥iv. Online

Journalists/Bloggers should be at the vanguard
of mitigating hate speech by appreciating the
cultural differences (in Nigeria) and promoting
common good and unity.

*Appreciations®

The participants expressed gratitude to the EU-
SDGN for supparting the workshop.

5GD:

'Lanre Arcgundade

Director, IPC
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DYMNAMIC LEADERSHIP OF ENGR. SIMEBI KESIYE WABOTE IN NCOIMEB

he Nigeria Qil and Gas Park Scheme
(NOGaPs) is one of the Board's flagship
projects that will further help alleviate
poverty and unemployment in the oil and gas
producing communities. Under the scheme, the
NCDMEB will develop world-class oil and gas park in
each of the nine (9) oil producing states of Nigeria, that
will serve as manufacturing hub for equipment and
campenent parts that are used in the oil and gas
industry.
The primary ohjectives of NOGaPS are to:
1. Attract domestic and foreign direct investment
tooil producing states.
2. Promote community participation in
manufacturingand ather industry activitias.
3. Develop and integrate the |local supply chain to
support Oil end Gas operations,
4. Foster mentoring of local SMEs by international
OEMs for mutual benefits.
5. Facilitate new business start-ups, technology
acquisition and competitiveness.

6. Provide a range of made in Nigeria goods for
the Qiland Gas industry.

7. Attract atleast 15 0EM=toset upinthe 3 parks
{5 per location).

8. Create aver
induced jobs.

9. Retain industry spend on procurement of
goods.

10. Promote training and development —SIWES,
skills acquisation.

Some state governments have welcomed the
scheme and helped in facilitating the necessary
appravals for the Board to commence work.
Construction work for phase 1 of NOGaPS$ is
scheduled to commence in 2017,

Milestones:

Acguired land in three {3} States— Bayelsa, Cross
Riverand Imao 5tate

Commenced EIA studies and land clearing for
sites in Bayelsa, Cross River and lmo State.

Developed marketing strategy for NOGaPs

10,000 direct, indirect and
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