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NIGERIR WASTED ONE TRILLION DOLLARS
IN 24 YEARS . Prnt Ilsmllam

OKOWA HAS DONE WELL ... Dr. Nwabuokei
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COVER

he Wice President Professor

Yemi Osinbajo =2aid  ail

revenue  dceruable
Migeria under successive
administrations bolween 1090 and
201415 ubout onetrillion dollars,
Relving on the statistics of the
Organisation of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) THE
Wice Prosident said despte the huge
garmings nol much way dome i
infrastructaral  development inapite
olthe huge oilrovenue carned.
The  Wice DPresident made this
diselosure  while Melding questions
from u eross seetion of Nigerians at a
town hall meeting in Minnesota,
USArceemlly,
A statement sigmed by the Sentor
Spectal  Assistanl o the Viee
President on Muedia and  Publicily
Ar Laolu Akande made available to
NEWSPLATFORM MLEDIA.
Protessor Ozinbajo said  under the
Babangida’ Abacha administration

(19910 1998 Nigenu tealized
USD 99 8 billion,
Under the  Ohasanjo’ YarAdua

September 2018

s s

government 20049%  the

(1599
country got T7SDH401 .1 billion, and

dhuring the Jonathian's adminisiration

(2000---2014)  Nigeria got  USD
FE1ObiINon fromoil alone,

He said ‘the guestion  that we must
ask all 1s that what exactly happened
o the resources |, the guestiom s
where wethe mrustructures ?

HU said = one of the cotical things
that we must bear m mind  and seeis
thar this  (Bubhari } government
degpite carning  LSD84billion up
to 2017, we are spending more on
infrasteucture  and capital tan any
I_!I'I'E.!'np'iﬂ!,l.h; EL'IIL"E'I'I'I'I'I'IL"I'IL_\'_. ROOWE are
spending NI1.5 trillion on capital,
that 15 the highest we have spent
simee 1990

According to the Viee President 'the
problem with ™Migera is nol o meaticr
pfrestructuring.’

He o ogaid Migeria must not allow
themselves  to be drawn into the
argnment that MWigeria's problem
stemmed from some  geographical
restructuring  peinting out that the
issuc is aboul managing Lhe

NEWS PLATFORM

Nigeria wasted $1trillion in
24 years from oil alone. ... ......

TF_‘.‘QULI.TWEPT[JP&,T]}’.

Hz said he has alwayvs belicved in
fiscal federabism, swte Pobice  and
stronger states, ' 1 serve for eight
vears a1 Allorney General ol Lagos
stite and one of the chief issues it
wafought for inLagos state was vou
will call fseal Federalism, we el
that there wits need Lor the states to be
stronger | Tor slates 1o more or less
dewtermineg  their  firtunes, for
example we went to court o to
contest the idea that that every state
should control, to a certain extent its
QWL IES0UICES, we wenl W courl at
that time, up to the supreme court
the court ruled that
producing states  should conlinue Lo

and oil
get 13 percent derivation, while we
wore al the supreme court only the
oil producing stales and Lagos were
interssted 1o resoucce control  for
obvious reasons

"™ow, that is the way the argument
has alwavs gone, those who have the
resources wantbto ke all of 11 while
those who do not have want to share
firomathers.”
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The 25th Annual
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LAPO Development Forum Communique

communigqué issusd at the end of the

2athannual LAPO Develaopment Forum held al

the Federal Palace Hotel, Victoria Island,

Lagos State on Friday, August 24th 2018, under the

theme: Towards Sustainable Socio-Economic

Transfarmation of Migeria: Options for Mon-State
Intervention.

PREAMBLE

he 24th Annual LAPD Development Forum of the Lift
Above Poverty Organisation (LAPO), a frontline
development organization, was chaired by Chief Philip
L. Asindu, Diplomat and faormer Permanent Secretary
and Petroleumn Minister,

Stakeholders within the public and private sector
including members of the civil society, government
representatives, entrepreneurs, policymakers and
regulatory agencies, key players in the financial sector,
trade groups and professional associations, academic
institutions and the media, converged to discuss the
keynote paper delivered by Prof. Mike Obadan, a
renowned Professor of Economics and Non-Executive
Director of the Central Bank of Migerna [(CBMN)L
After a diligent deliberation of the keynote paper, the
Forum came up with the following 11-point
communique as follows:

1, The participants congratuiated LAPC for sustaining
the Annual LAPD Dewvelopment Forum since 1894,
addressing human devslopment challenges with a
range of financial, health and social empowerment
products and services and for providing 9,159
Migerians with gainful employment.

2. The Forum averred lhal Non-slale aclors are
fundamental agents in helping to achieve both national
and international development goals, such as the
Sustainable Development Goals and those around
climate change. It therefora recommended synergy
betwaen the public and private sector in the pursuit of
natichal development.

3. The Forum expressed cancern that na meaaningful
effiorts has been made to diversify the economy
despite successive governments' promises to that end.
4 MSAs should be vibrant and active in the promotion

af human rights, demaocracy and good governance,
espedially in the fight against corruption which has
underdevsloped Migeria,

5. The participants affirmead that there can be no socio-
econamic transformation in Migetia and indeed in any
developing nation without the active participation of
non-state actors such as business leaders schaolars,
labour, and civil socicty organizations.

6. The LAPO Forum enjuined governmenl o credle
social safety nets and enabling environment for peace;
security and stability, just as it canvassed the
formulation of a new Mational Vision and Agenda 2040
that would gravitate Migeria out of poverty and
engender progress, unity and greatness,

T, Government should create a conducive
environment for the prvate sector to thrive and
participate in the policy and development process and
complement the state in its guest o achieve socio-
econamic transformation of tha country.

& Government at all levels should change their
adversarial perception of MSAs and rather see them as
partners in progress.

9. On their part, Non-Sate Actors!Civil Society
Organizations should make conscious efforts to
address issues affecting their credikility and
acceptability as partners in development such as weak
institutional capacity, lack of intemal democracy, non-
collabaration among themselves, limited transparency
and accountability in their operations, They should
forge alliances and common front to atiract betier
funding to implement developmeantal activities.

10, Mon-state security actors should complameant the
tarmal security agencies fowards addressing the
current challenging security situation in the country.
They should however be well frained and regulated so
thatthey operate within the ambits ofthe law. \

11, The private sector should key into the Glohal
Compact, launched by the United Nations Secretany-
General at the 1929 annual meeting of the \World
Economic Forum, which challenges individual
corporations and representalive business
associations to suppert the nine principles
which relate to human rights, labour, envirenment and
anti-corruption.

i LETHERE IE



POLITICS

September 2018

NEWS PLATFORM

GOVERNMENT OF IMO STATE

SUBJECT: WITH THE FREE EDUCATION PROGRAMME & MORE THAN
1000 VERIFIABLE PROJECTS, IMO PEOPLE WILL DEFINITELY
MISS OWELLE ROCHAS OKOROCHA WHEN HE LEAVES AS GOVERNOR

AND THE FATE OF THE FREE EDUCATION PROGRAMME & THESE PROJECTS IS ONE
OF THE REASQNS HE SUPPORTS THE POPULAR CALL ON LICHE NWQSL

ith the free and
gualitative education

programime in the State

znd more than One thousand e

verifiable projects of the Rescue
Mission Government in the State, Ima
people will definitely miss Owelle
Rochas Ckorocha when ke leaves as
the governor of the State,

The free education programme in the
State which some opponents of the
government had tried to discredit
when it was introduced has vielded
obwvious remarkable results, And aside
the &School cnralment in the Stato
snowhalling from 381,000 in 2011 10
more than One million in 2017, the
State has continued to lead in JAMEB
zpplicationsforthe Seventh time now,

The State has zlso Continued to do
viery well in WAEC Ewams. Forinstance,
in the 2018 Senior 5chool Cartificate
Exarn [SSCE), Lhe Slate came [ilth oul
of the Thirty-5ix States in the Country
and the Federal Capital Territory.

The government also has more than
One thousand verifiable projects to its
Credit and we have been making this
Claim and nobody has said it is not
true because the projects are visible
with locations and can easily be
verified.

We have also been Claiming and
indeed, truthfully that what Governor
Okorocha's administratian has
aehieved in less Lhan eighl years have
gone beyand all that those who had
govarned the State before him had
achieved, when vou put them
together. Nobody had also Challenged
usartried to fault our Clairms.

TO RUN FOR THE 20189 GUBER

|I.

And we have equally gone extra-mile
to say that anybody who fea's that he
has a Cantrary Claim ta curs should
indicate, and the best way to deal with
such claim and counter-claim is for
those Concerned to iternize their
Claims, publish them for public
Consurnptian, whi'e we also publish
ours, for comparative analysis.

Thoze who had abused Governor
COkorocha over Lthe wrban renewdl
programme have today regretted
their action hecause they have seen
the goodness of the Programme. All
the major roads in Owerri, the State
Capital have now been transformed
from cne lane to eight or twelve lanes
including Banls Road, Amakohia road,
Okizwe road, wWethedral road, with
that of Douglas road on-going, Owerri
15 now a remodeled State Capital.

Some people have also talked about
Chief 5am Mbakwe. Chisf Mbakwe
was a Hero., Imao people would
Caontinue to Celebrate him. One had

wished that those who had governed
the State after him would have
Continued from where he stopped,
but they rather sold some of the things
he did for the State like the Resin Paint
Industry Mhaise and Owerri Fheiri
Paper Indusing

But Rochas Okorocha came and
repurchased those Companies from
the buyers, and rehabilitated them far
operations. He even handed over the
Resin Paint Industry to a foreizn firm,
the SkyRun Industry and the Company
is daing very well.

Imo peaple khow these facts and even
the opposition. But the opposition in
the state tries to run down these
projects hecause they want Power
They want Political Power to take aver
the governorship of the State, but Imo
poople would notwant to core down
from the standard Rochas Qkarocha
hasselin Lhe Slale,

Itis also what hecomes the fate of the
free education programme that has
stopped hawking in the State and
these projects that propelled
Governor Okorocha to subscribe to
Lhe Clarion call ol imo people on Uche
Mwosu to run for the governarship of
the Statein #0149,

Ihe worryisthat if someone who does
not know the “magic” bahind 21l that
Rochas Ckorocha has achieved orwho
does not have a similar Spirit, could
destroy all these without minding the
implications.

But the truth of the matter is that the
people of the State will definitaly miss
Rochas Ckorocha when he departs as
their governor.

i i | - I?



September 2018

NEWS PLATFO RM

1. Y]

CREATE ROOM FOR I}HEIIIBIE POLLS IN RIVERS STATE,
EUROPEAN AMBASSADORS TELL FG

arried b the vielenee that marred

the Pert fMlarcowst State

Constilugney Three  Hlection,
Ambaszadar of lrelanc to Nigeria, Sean How
hets gaalled v the Fegleral Government U inke
abeps 1o crsare That elections are conducted
wathin the ambatafthe ryle of law,
Stmilarly, the European Tinior Ambassador
i MNiperia, Mro ketil Karlson declared
meaures st b placed o grood by the
refevant authorilies w check oorepeat of the
clectoral violense on Augast 18, 2008 4t the
Powt TTarcourt Stare Constitueney Three,
Both amibaseadors spoke oa Monday at the
Crovvernmant Honse Port Harcood after a
meeting with the Rivers Slowe Govemor,
Kyesom Ezenwo Wik,
Arthasaador of Trelane to Migona, Scan Hose
iy W sl alwres Tollons the mile ol Taw,
Boeause electon without the mle of law is
e sl

A s mot woodd for rood Fovernanee
Lle Irish Anbassador noved ther they wene

n Rivers Seate to partieipate m s prosmantme

orpanized by INEC to improve vonth
pamicipation in clections

He sl "We emphasised that the vourhs
1MWt reciater to exercise their riakr o vote”,
Lhe Zuwropeen Union Ambassador to
Migeria, Mr Ketil  Karlson commenided
INEC forthe acticn it took aftsr the vislence
durmg the For Hateogrt Stake Conshinenay
Thees Elecrion.

"W have conunended the work of IMEC
They have laken an important step sood
stance on the Port Harcourt State
Comstitnency Three Tlection,

“Meisures should be loken so thal we don'l
g similar evonts 10 the fimere clections
comming upin February and March nest yeir
" the European UnionAmbassador said.

He expressed concem about the vislenes
during the Bye-Elactinn,

Responding. Rivers Slale Governor,
Myesarn Ezenwno Wike sald ir was
emharrassing thal electivns could ot be
conducted mojust Bowarnds, savioe nobody
priys for s repeat of the ughy situation.

He said: "1t i5 so embarrazs.ngz that the police
cannot segnre eight wands and 142 Polling
Ilmirs. W hat will bappen when elections will
e conducted in 2447 Palling Hwils.
Wi enes will mor help:

"l hove told the tolemutiona] cormmunity tha
wir want free amd fair eleerions. Anvhods
who walched  what  happened on [&ch
Aungust, 2018 will koow that i we bacl
selaliated o old oo people B come sul, i
wold have becn worse”,

He shated that the enbre world saw the
aurvenvors of violeace. saving thar Nioerans
nond (fee sl provnotbers alviclenue,

“We said, let the system play put so that we
emond what they mtend to dooan 2008, For s
as a povernment and &5 a people. we will
comtimes b soppor. free and fairelactions ",

Wil g (hes intermmtional cirmmanily L
nrevall on te Security agencics 1 Promse
thie enubbing envivonment  lor credible
electioas. hie noted thar only credible polls
weillenbimee the mlerestol the people,

|8




INTERVIEW

INTERVIEW WITH THE SA T0 GOU. OKOWA ON SPECIAL DUTIES

DR AWELE NWABUOKEI

September 2018

YOURPROFILESIR
MY nameis Dr Awele Nwabuokei Am asociclogist and a
rural development agent | | worked with the Fedarzl
Government of Migeria for 35 years , retired in May 2018, 1
started wark in 1983, |

waorked in Ministry o
Labour, Defence, | was
assigned to go faor
commitiee work on
Petroleum pricing, PPPRC
as it was called then | |
retired from the Agency
having added to my years
in service, prior to that, |
hag 35 years in Setvice
when | disengaged in May
this year the governo
deemned it fit to get me
close to his government
and appointed me Special
Ascistant to his office on
Special duties , that the
assignment | have now we
wiant toosoe what we can
do to add walue to his
Excellency the Governar
of Delta state Senator Or
Ifeanyl  Authur  Okowa
wha has heénamawelnus
person to work with

the Governor so far
As | =aid 1 got Into the

administration of Delta stateinJune 2013 , thisis August,
| just has barely two moeths in service | am still trying to
acquaint mysclt with the worl
enviranment | rate the governor 95 percent, he has done
sa much well, | attribute the ratings to the number of
roads especizlly in Delta North, In as much as same of
them are being ascribed o NDDC | EVEN before now
MR has existed, if NDDC had been existing before now,
those roads would have done they were nat done then,
why are they been done now, so the governor could also

but so far within my

have influenced bringing the job to the Region, YWe aalso

TR
y T_L_+ il £ i
Ph'lf"f-.'{'.'j " Hﬁ"‘.'-*r.n
SRS & 8

have a 5enatar who isin NODDC cammittee, a ot of roads
are being opened, developments coming , but there ars
also challenges, Salaries are nol been paid or not Tully
paid, the guestion iz are wa maoving forward, if we arm
moving forward
encourage the governor to
da hetter, that is why |
subscribe my personality
to assist him to encourags
him ta do better, he has
shown vision, he has
shown cammitrent, he
has shown desire and he
has shown that zeal to get
things done,

what would you advise
him to do differently now,
hat youare onBoard
WHAT | WOULD WANT TO
ADVISE HIM TO DO
DIFFEREMYLY 15 like he is
daoing opening the political
sphere because definitely
a number of intellect ars
never taking politics
sericusly and that ereated
a bizg pap between the
people and the led, so |
think we need ta really get
irvolved with palitics, then
narratives will begin to
change, personalities will
beginto decide the events
and that comes. [f | have left a service and | have a
earning of over two million naira every month, why will |
be going to a meeting ta fight for two hundred thousand
or five hundred thousand naira that comes 8 month, |
should be able to say no, this is not what my value is.
Thanking all the political structures because if they wers
nat in existence, we will not be able to be absolved |
howeyver we were absalved be they want us to see how |
car assist them  to dot the 'l' and eross the 't' so that
development will be easier for our people. We are talking
with the governor, | know thatheis a taking note and a lot

can wa

&

Ll e p——— L L
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INTERVIEW

Combinued [ronm page Y

of things will really be on the table during his second
term. e need alotof resources a lot of Cnergy to be
ahle toget allthese ideas on board becauss he need time
todothat. That's why he told me ook Awele | just want
you to he in the government , | may not be given you a
befitting appointment now  but please hang around me
lets see how we can cross the bridge. When we crossthe
bridge we willdobetterinthe second term,

Whiat will you be advising the people of Delta state in
thoosing the next governor come 2015,

ITHIME lwant totell our people tc look back towhere we
arecoming from, fwithinthreeyears someone has done
over 260 roads what do you think he will do in the next
additional your years , if within three years we have a
state capital development Agency  which never existed
since the creation of the state, why cant we now

September 2018
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empower the state capital to be well developed, if we are
seging what the drainage master plan is all about why
want we be grateful to say look this man yes, you are
given us A place in the committes of Nations on s2ate
development, | don't think we have had It pood this way,
YES we ray have it better becsuse there is room for
improvement ; but so far so good, He Has heen able to
shaw the masterpiece, he has been able to show
leadership, he has been able to show vision, courage and
knowing fully well of how he got through to be able to
become the governor of the state,
people may not like him because they felt power would
have changad from a particular block but the block that
has the governorship now  should be grateful to God
because we wouldn't have been having it this way and
am sure that the next election we wauld do bhetter, the
state would have better recognition out of good
leadership

| thinlk yea some

Okowa Salutes Deltans at 27th Anniversary
...ROLL OUT ACHIEVEMENTS

Governor [feanyi Okowa has said
the success of his administration
has been from the support and
peaceful disposition of Deltans in
the warious communities in the
state. Gowv. Okowa in a
congratulatory message to Deltans
by his Chief Press Secretary, Mr
Charles Aniagwu noted that,
“despite the challenges the state
grappled with over the years since
creation, we have remainedone
indivisible state bound by love and
brotherhood”.

According Lo Aniagwy, “the fact Lhat
we are still one is enough reason to
celebrate and it is cur hope that we
will leapfrog from where we are to
where we want ta be in the nearest
future.""0ur administration’s
imvestments in meaningful peace
building have yielded so much gain
which has impacted positively on
not just theeconomy of the State
buttheentire country”.

“We have kept faith with our SMART

apenda as can be seen from the
recent completion and ongoing
canstruction of over 300 urban and
rural roads that traverses across the
three senatlarial districts in the
state”. Aniagwu quotes the
Governor as saying that "besides
the many number of roads
constructed and rehabilitated, we
have completed constructien,
rchabkilitation and furnishing of over
3,500 classrooms inour primary and
secondary schoals across the state.
Some ot our hospitals have also
undergone facelift”, under the
SMART Administration “In the last
three years, we have embarked on
serious urban renewal programmes
gearad towards giving our cities a
"SMART" look and this we have
demonstrated by the storm
drainage prajects we
canstructing in Asaba and environs
to check the effects of flooding in
the state capital territory and we
have carrled out a comprehensive
sturdy to enable us tackle the flood

are

challenge in our commercial city of
Warri as from 20187, “As an
administration, we are mindful of
the growing unemployment rate in
the country, hence we launched a
number of initiatives targeted at
expanding the economic
epportunities available to young
Deltans.

Our YAGEE, STER GEEF. PPSF and
WESAP grogrammes have created
no less than 20,000 direct and
indirect jobs forouryauths”

“This year's anniversary provides an
gpportunity for Lhe people of Della
State to reflect on the wision of the
state's founding fathers and
celebrate the progress achieved
over the years,” Governor Chowa
said. The Governor acknowledged
the support the government has
enjoyed fromthe people of the state
and urged Deltans to continue to
support his administration as he
continues to make Delta State an
enviablestate inthe nation.

B |10
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2019: Buhari'll win even

with 48 hours notice
-Senator Alimikhena

EMATE Deputy Whip, Senator Francis Alimikhena,

has expressed confidence that President

Muharmmadu Buhari will win any election in
Migeria even with 48 hours notification. He said that
in office was a sufficient
campaign to guarantee his victory at any poll even with
a short notice. Alimikhena, in a statement by his aide,
Benjamin Atu, in Benin City, Edo State, yesterday said:
“The Peaoples Democratic Party, PDFE would have
auctioned Nigeria if given the opportunity. “The high
fraud ard ahuse that characterized the
privatization exercise during the PDP administration

Buhari's performance

[ewel

rmaking Migeria

would have continued and the country would have

been left as 3 barren nation if not the emergence of
President Buhari who terminated their plans of

a miserable place. *"The massive

privatization that the PDP era embarksd upon cannot
be justified because even those povernment agencies
that were booming were also privatized due to
carruption. PDP sold our national assets among
themselves.” According to Alimikhena,
Buhari is not a vain glarious president, saving that he
has proved that he was a better and more capable
president by strengthening wvarious governmental
institutions under his administration.

President

Gov Dickson Receives Plaudits Over Plan
To Establish Cancer Centre In Memory of Late Mother

avelsa Stale Governan Honourable
Henry Serfake Dicksan has been
wommended fer his proposed plas @
aslablish a cancer loundalion in horour of his
late mother, Mr=. Geldcozst Dick=on, wha died
af the ailmert at the University of Texas M.
Anderson Cancer Centre, Houston, Texas, in the

zga af 71,

United &States at the zga
A prezs staternent by the Gowernor s Chiet
Preas Secretary, Francis Ottah dgo woted that
the commerndation was handed down by
Professor Barclays Rvakorom and othears waen
taey apoke with Gowvernment House
Carrespondents, after paying condolence visits
o the Cowernor at his Toru-O-ua coantry
hame. Protessar Avakoromo said, it was 3
humanitarian gesture and 2 welcome
development, as the cancer foundation waould
halp enlightany Lhe peaale on early detection
and treatemenl ol cancer,

He satd, the death of Maria Gopo as Governcr
Dicksor's mother was foncly called is
unfo-tunate, s=d and shocking, stressing that,
the =ad Incicent bhas created a greater

SWGEER NARS B CANCAT

O his part, the Caairman, Board o Trusteas of
Lhe People's Democratic Paily, POP Senator
Wifalid ibrin, who wias on the entourage cf the
Mational Chairman ot the PDP Prince Uche
Secondus, said the dea wias o noble one,
adcing that, the party would give the needed
supiper Lo the foundal cn.

Senatar Jdibrin, wha eulogsed WMana Gogo,
descriced har a5 & gand woman, who
ineuleated the the right solucs an ber chi dree
anc this iz evident in Govemar Dickson.
Sirmilarly, POP BOT mermber. Chiel Remi Kk,
who sevealed that, her motasr wasz a victim of
Lhie canverscourge, erpressed support tewsards
the establishment of the Cancer Centie, saving
she would lead campaigns for pzople,

prpecidllywamen W oe awaraal the gilmant.

Chisf Kusu also advized pecple in their 10 to
po for regular medical checkup, [acluding
SCrEening for cATGeL

Ao spealong, clder statesmen, Professer
Turaer lsoun ard Chiet lasbua Feumudah, whio

also paid 3 condolence  wisl. o Goversor

Jicksnn, stressec the impadance of regolar
medical checkeps @s & religble way W slay
mealt,

They peled Lhal, early delectior: of cancei s
Impartant tar & langer and healthy life, while
emphasising that the estzhlishment of the
CancarCentre would save z lot of people within
and autside the state, whao woald be nesding
che services of the facilily.
Zxpressing sadness over lhe death of Gavernor
Jickson's mother, Senalor Emmanuel Pulker
said, heshares inthe grief of the Kpadia farily
af ToruOruoane Gove rnar Cleksory, adding Lhat
Fayelsans are in a state of mourning.
e explained that the indcent has created a
vacuum in the life ot the zoverner, which would
e difficult to fill and praved Gocol ta give the
farmily the forlilude Lo bear Lhe joss,
Gowernos Dickson al=o received in audience,
he Yenepoa Resterabon Caucus led Dy ks
Chairrman, Chiel Gadwin Odumzba, Civil
Service Commissian, Southern ljaw PDP

Caucus, NGO's, amongathers,
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i purt of s resolve to

Cq‘:ri'.ir'lunurﬂ}r n;ji.'n:rﬁify Live

Migeriun  cconenyy. President
Munhammadu Buhari has stated that the
Fedaral Ciovarmment 18 repozitioning the
maritime secior 0 lakea leading position
as one of the wiable alternate sources of
revele.

The President wha was the Special Giuest
of Hanour ac a public hook presentacion
ntlec: Hlarmessicg ™iperins Martime
Anuils Fast., Preseml and Fulure,
authored by the Executive Dirzetor,
Finance and Admimnistration of the
Mimerian Maritime Adminisieation and
Safety Ageney (NIMASA)L Mr. Bashir
larmoh, said thar there 15 g change
withoul pain. hance the need Tor
Wigerians to keep faith with the Federal
Ginvernment's determination of
ijuvenating e Miganan econony.

Pregident Buhare whovwas represented v
he Minister ol Tragsporiation. B Hon,
Foolim Ansaechi ooled (hiat Migeria Das
relicd so much on the crude oil cecnomy
saying il is lime 1o focus on other sources
pariiculatly the Bloe Deonmny which
covers both sguatic and marine spaces
inchiding aceans, seas. coasts. lakes,
rivers and undergronnd wialers,

Ha said the Blue Economy alsn
cocompasses a ranze ol productive
seblors; Disheries, Agquaculiore, Tourism,
Transpart, Ship building, cnergy, bio-
|'||‘|;'|a;'['.~t;bg_'1irl_s_:F 'IJr'I(_lEI‘—'l’.-‘E'IL{!T mining aiiil

v LI

L

reldted activitics, all pombing towards
ectnninic prosperity, when adequately
harmessed,

W kenowws that the maritime sector has so
muich e oller e eveneiny s ol
jobs and wealth creation and also
contribution to the npatiorn’s (ross
Prvimgestie Prodoct (0GR Ohnoaor part as
4 govermment. we ate detenmined toowalk
the talk 3o cthat our econnmic
diversification iniliative will be Tully
aelieved for the benedit of all Bigerians”,
the President said.

e comumenided e D Dakuku Pelerside
led Manasement of NIMASA for it
elTars in rE[_'ursﬂinl'lirlg the marilime
gectorand [oe s hege coniributions 1o he
Comsolidated Revenue Fund (CEF1 of the
Federal Ciovernment. ‘The 121, Huon.
Retinn Amechi stated Gurther that there
15 4 new MIMASAL stating thut the
Anency has bean transformed to being
alive 1o s maritioe resulators and
pruetolpobi ] sl bas,

Commenting an the Book, henoed Chat i
is 0 document that shouled Be given
adeguate consideration as il speaks e the
Authowity arel omher Stakelwdders i the
muariime seclorn

speaking further he sawd the Federal
Ministry ol Transporation uncersiands
Stakeholders' weamings for the urgont
review on the guidelines of the
dishursernent of the Cabotage Vessel

ADERSHIR

BUHARI

Financing Funds (CVEF), and called for
Lt irﬂr'llli-i,‘li.’l.ﬂ:r'npﬂlng 1 |!'Ii."j -;_:-ml:e 11 [iracl
i lustig solution o il

I'he event alse had in attendance. the
Minister of Ioformalion amd Cullure,
Alhaji Lar Mohammcd, who buttressed
the Faderal Government's guest for
diversilication, adding that the
governmient 15 wilhng W mplement any
newy idea that will bring abour o hoost 1o
the Migetian econoimsy,

The Chiel of Anny Swil Lt General
Tulur Buratai, alss joined his
connlbarpars i Governinen W assare that
Mg anilitary will coolinug 100 proeide
Tegcasdry seeurity for the protection of
the nation's econemy, including  the
mantime scetor where the Aoy, MNavy
snd Adr Foree are currently plaving major
roles in protecring ourassets.

On his part, the author of (he boek, Mr,
Bashir Jameh notad that the bool was
barie owl al his passion Toe the
development of the martme  scetorn
adding that this is just the beginming for
Miperiaas the intention of the Boalk 15 10
expose the vast opporlunitics o the
marihime sector o sgually doowell 84 oil
anc agriculture have donz to the
SCUHLAMIY,

The NTMASA Executive Diractor who is
a seasaned mbminisieaiore with ower 25
vears' saperienes in the mantime sector is

wE PLATFORRE13
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GOVERNMENT OF IMO STATE

SUBJECT: ALHAJI ATIKU ABUBAKAR SHOULD
LEAVE IMO & GOV. OKOROCHA ALONE & FACE HIS CHALLENGES

HE CAN'T RETURN IMO TO PDP IN 2019
-GOVERNOR OKOROCHA'S ACHIEVEMENTS HAVE KILLED PDP IN THE STATE

he Former Vice-President Alhaji Atiku

Abubakar was in Owerri for a meeting

with thestakehalders of the POP in the
State over his presicential ambition. While
meeting Wwith the PDF Stakeholders in the
State, he was reported to have told them that
he would lead the struggle for the PDP to tako
over Imao and Migeria in 2019, He also tried to
run dowr the governor, Owelle Rochas
Okorocha and his government,

What we do not take from anybody is
blackmail against the government of Rochas
Olorocha, We would do our best to set the
record straight. The former Vice-President
would have done his meeting without
scratching the governor and the government
he heads in the State. And that is where we
comein.

| he former Wice-Frezident therefore leave Imo
znd Governor Rochas Okarocha alone and face
his worrisome challenges. And if he does not
know, Covernor Rochas Okorocha will defeat
b i any parl of the Counlry including his

Adamawa State ir any election
invelving two of them. He does not
therefore have what it takes to
lead any struggle that will return
the POF to power In the State ar
the Countryin 20049, | hat promise
wasafalse one,

o say the |east, that promise of
returning Imo to PDP was very
deceitful knowirg full well thatin
2011 Rochas ran on the ticket of

g‘" APCA that had no structure on

grovnd and defealed an
incumbent PDP governar with a
VEry wide margin, In 20005, he toolk
the soul of APGA to merge with
other parties to form APC and
defeated two powerful Candidates
of POP and APGA, cvon with the
PCP Candidate having the Federal
mignt kehind him, Interestingly
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar was not in
exilewhenall these happened.

Imo FDP is dead. The manumental
acthievements of Governor
Okorocha in l=ss than eight yezrs
have destroved the Imoe PDP
because the Party has no claim
againto make befors imo poople.

Whean PDP was in power in the
State the Imo Airport was an
eyasara, but today it has become
an International Cargo Airpart
with all the facilities available and
Courtesy of Rochas Okorocha's
administration, The former Wice-
Prasident would have
dermonstratec  statesmanship by
commending Rochas Okorocha for
thatfeat.

Again, all the flyovers and tunnels
Alhaji Atiku passed through in
Owerri were not there when the
POPwas in power for twelve years,

The twelve and gight — lane roads
the former VYice-Prazident saw in
Owerrl when he came weore not
there when the POP held sway.
The free education that has raised
the schoal population of the State
fram 381,000 in 2011 to over one
millicn it 2017, was not also there
underthe POR

Boyond the noisc of fow power
seekers in the State, Imo people
are on the side of Governor
Okarocha because of the large
extent he has developed the
State. The projects are available
far wverification, Let Atiku ask the
POP in the State to publish their
duhiewermenls lur Lhe bwelve yezrs
they governed the State and |et
Rochas publish his achievements
for the less than eight years he has
been on seat, and the former WP
will discower that POP in the State
isagoner.

And that is the reason all those
who miade Lhe Parly thick in Lhe
State have all |eft to join either
APGA or APC. Today, all the former
guber aspirants in the PDP are
doing so in APGA including Chicf
lkedi Ohakim. They have left the
PDF for two people. 5o, the former
Vice-President should have told
the remnants aof the PDP in the
State to bear with the situation
they have seen themselves
instead of raising their hope by
pramising  Ltherm thal ke would
lead the struggle that will return
the Party to power in the State.
And on our part, we do not need
to struggle for APC to sustain its
hold on Imo since Ima people shall
Continue towvote for the party.
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THE DIRECTOR OF BRITISH MUSEUM OFFERS TO
ASSIST IN DEVELOPING WORLD CLASS MUSEUM

IN OBA PALACE, BENIN CITY.

BY: Desmond Agbama CPS To Oba of Benin

is Royal Majesty, Omo
N'Oba N'Ede Uku

Akpolokpolo, Ewuare
Il. Oha of Benin has welcomed order to keep it alive. same historians, and academics
L

casting puild responsible for culture is far from being extinct
producing the art works in as erroneously believed by

the idea of the British Museum The Omo N'Oba commended insome part of the globe.

o collaborate with the Palace the dialogue group for Earlier, the Director of the
of the Oba of Benin to develop a . _ _ British Museum, Hartwig
World Class Museum to

accommodate stolen artefact

from Benin Kingdom.

Fischer told His Raoyal Majesty
that he was in the Palace to
inguire into the possibility of

Thi Bavitr Monaesh who spole the British Museum offering

when the Director of the British
Museum, Hartwig Fischer paid

assistance in terms of fund
raising and training of
personnel for the proposed

him a courtesy visit in the

; museum in the Oba Palace
Palace said the museum would &

not only be of benefit to Edo Benin City.

people, but to Migerians and

. Mr. Fischer also expressed the
tourists fromall over the world. ; P
desire of the British Museum to

facilitating the visit of the ¢ v s Ok
it offer assistance to the a
The Oba of Benin reiterated the Director of the British Museum

need to return the stolen towards the return of Benin

artefact from the various artefact in British Museum,

museums across the world, saying that he look forward to

pointing out that the Benin visiting the British Museum.

people are emotionally

attached to it, even though it On the forthcoming launching

has been speaking for Benin of “THE RED BOOK”, His Royal , N

. | i S M. The Director of the British

Kingdom wherever they are in Majesty said invitation would % .
Museum also indicated interest

the world. be extended to the Director of
. . to support “THE RED BOOK,
British Museum, the British

) . The Benin Monorch: An
His Royal Majesty told the government and other private Arshiot £ Benin History” |

. b nthology of Benin History" in
Director of British Museum that ¢ollectors of works of art across ol o

the Palace is reviving the bronze the world, adding that Benin

Ewuare || Foundation, pointing
out that they want to
interphase with other
museums in the world and be
the driving force to the
realization of these noble ideas.

any way theycan.

il15
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- efnre the enactment of the N|ger|an oil and
(e - Gas Industry Content Development
- (NOGICD) Act in 2010, only a few
International Oil Companies (I0Cs) had deliberately
L b R '-i,'put in place policies to build, enhance and sustain
' v "y the capacity of indigenous companies and
| ._g contractors to enable them to fully participate in
e T N_igerie'E oil and gasindustry. . =%

g3 Eight vears after the Act was enacted, the situation

| e the N;gerran Content Develepment Manitaring
r-""",l."mBuard {(MCDMB), According to him, “Before the
I,; "' " NOGICD Act, only 2 per cent of the marine vessels
| - used in the industry belonged to Migerians, but
"“-tndayr, Nigerians control and own 36 per cent of

Cyessels, From 2 zero active dry-dock facilities for

vesselﬁ, the country now has four active dry-docking

o
e
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fa cilities and over 35,000 jobs have been created asal
result of the NOGICD Act” Also, local businesses =
have been empoweredto handle fabrication of more:

than 60,000 tons; manufacturing of cables belts,.“,_
nuts and flanges and assembling of ﬂfF:‘.her‘e -
Christmas trees as well as infrastructure for "
integration of Floating Production Storage and =
Offloading [FPSO]} facilities. s
Chevron Nigeria Limited (CNL), with its affiliatesin. =~
the country, isone ofthe I0Cs thathad apre-NOGICD. —

’.
policy in place and has in the post-NOGICD ara -

remained committed to Nigerian Enntem{ih
Development (NCD) by partnering with the NCDMB:
to significantly grow Nigerian Content in the oll and *

gas industry. |n its 2017 Corporate Respensihility?—":f

Report, CNL states that the company's investment iﬂ;'~ ‘.




INSIDE NIGER DELTA September 2018 NEWS PLATFORM

NCwas approximately USS2 billion local contractors; facilitation of Chevron Nigeria Limited, we
while procurement of materials partnerships and alliances demonstrate our commitment to
through Local Community between indigenous companies the socio-economic development
Contractors (LCC) and cost of and foreign firms; capacily of Nigeria by building mutually-
services provided by indigenous building; and development of local beneficial partnerships, and
companies were 574 million and competencies. supperting the policies of
5284 million respectively. CNL's Chairman/Managing Director, government on Nigerian Content
four-prong approach to MWCD CML, leff Ewing, explains the Development. We have helped in
includes:; =selection of qualified company'sstance on NCD thus: “at building the capacities of several

= _‘-I——-._“__._ F

Migerian businesses by allocating substantial scopes this, not just because it is required by the law, but
af our major capital projects to Nigerian companies. becauseitistherightthingtodo.”

Chevron is also helping to grow the Nigerian Thevarious areas in which Chevron implements the
ecanomy by contributing to the develapment of NOGICD Act in Migeria include human capacity
communitiesin the areas of our operation. Wedo all development, facility fabrication, construction and

5K ;-:"'::.'|'IHI
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installation. Others include support for facility
acquisition, facilitation of partnerships between
local and foreign contractors, and provision of
aopportunities for local community contractors
through work scope allocation in Chewvron's major
capital projects in Nigeria. Some of the highlights of
CHNL's Nigerian Content success stories include the
patronage of Oando Energy Services (OES) Limited
and SOWSCO Well Services Nigeria Limited for
cementing and pumping services for well drilling
contracts, The company also supported Jemtech
Global Engineering Services Limited, a local
community contractor to fabricate the wellhead
jacket for the Abiteye Non-Associated Gas (NAG)
Development Froject and procured locally
assembled desktops and laptops worth millions of

Maira from Task Systems Ltd and Zinox Systems.

On human capacity development, the company in
partnership with the MNigerian Content Human
Capacity Development Initiative (NCHCDI) has
continued to train and eqguip Nigerians to deliver
value through executive and management training,
technical and professional skills training, and on-the-
job training during project execution. CML in
partnership with NCDME and |ldmon Engineering
Services Ltd trained 26 Nigerians on its Sonam —
Okan Pipeline Pig Receiver Fabrication Project. The
1Z2-month classroom and on-lhe-job  Lraining
covered Health, Environment and Safety (HES);
Information and Communication Technology;
Project Management; Quality Management;
Fabrication and Assembly processes; Fabrication
Engineering; Welding/Fitting/Rigging/scaffolding
processes; Entrepreneurship; and Material
Management, In addition, CNL awarded a contract
to local consulting firm, Lonadek, to develop and
pilot @ Human Capacity Development Initiative
training plan for CML's Drilling and Completions WUnit,
Chevron supported Marine Platfarms Limited {MPL),
to become a major player in the Subsea industry, an

area previously dominated by international

September 2018

NEWS PLATFORM

campanies. MPL handled the Subsea Installation of
flowlines, umbilical's and jumpers on Agbami Phase
3 project. On fabrication, construction and
installation, Chevron facilitated the delivery by FMC
Technologies of the first assembled-in-Nigeria
Subsea Haorizontal Xmas Tree, and the fabrication in
Migeria of Agbami production manifolds for the
AgbamiPhase 3 Praject by FMC Technologies/Aveon
Offshore Migeria Limited. Chevron also facilitated
the safe, timely and successful installation of subsea
equipment such as Mexible Nowlines, umbilicals and
jumpers on the AgbamiPhase 3 preject by a Nigerian
Contractor — Marine Platforms Limited.
CML also tacilitated the fabrication and load out of
the Offshore Platform
Connection for the Sonam MNon-Associated Gas well
Platform (NWP} by Nigerdock Ple; the fabrication
and load-out of the Ckan PRFP Topsides; Bridge

Fabrication of Okan PRP jacket by Globestar in

lopsides and Bridge

partnership with Idmon Engineering and
Construction Co. Limited: Installation of the 32km
and 24" Sonam to Okan NWP pipeline by West
African Ventures Limited; and the coating of the
pipes used for the Sonam Development Project and
Escravos Export Systern Project (EESP) by Pipe

Coaters Nigeria Limited.

The Executive Secretary, MCDMB, highlighted
Chevron's NCD achieverments in 2017, duririg the
passing out ceremony of earth science graduate-
interns that were trained by Chevron. He stated: "In
terms of fabrication, Chevron has done 2 lot. | am
sure you heard about the Sonam project which was
done in Migeria. A lot of the fabrication happensd
here, a lot of the engineers that were on that project
are Nigerians. You also heard about the pipeline
project Chevron is currently executing — the
contractors are Migerians and most of the vessels
that are deployed for that project are owned by
Migerians.

5o, | think in human capacity, development-wise,

they (CNL) have done 2 lot on fabrication as well as

Eri19
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logistic services and trickling that the project awarded huge sub- and Gas Tungsten Arc Welding

down Lo communily participation
intheir operations.”

Chevron's commitment to
Nigerian Content development did
not start today, The Agbami
project set industry standards by
fabricating more than 10,000
tonnes of steel with Nigerian

fabrication companics, the highest

ever recorded in Nigeria. Chevron

also trained 105 Nigerian
'ﬂﬁgiﬂaeﬁ from 21 .mﬁ_gipeering
‘companies in South Korea. The
‘Escravos Gas Project (EGP) has
mployed over 1,800 Nigerians
'aﬁd sourced millions of Dallars!

worth of services [enginearing,
procurement, fabrication, marine
etc. ) locally,

Also, the Escravos Gas-to-Liquids

(EGTL) preject

employment te more than 15,000

Migerians during the construction

provided

contracls Lo local communily [GTAW) processes,

contractors, sent 234 Nigerians on CMNL demonstrated unprecedented

a 20-month training program in support for the local barite mining
South Africa at the Synthetic Fuel industry by donating barite mining

Facilities of Sasol and trained over equipment worth 1.4 million and

7,000 Migerians in Technical Skill training to the Association of

Crafts, Plant Operation and Miners and Producers of Barite

Maintenance, Business and [AMAPOB) to boost the supply and
Froject Management, Logistics quality of local barite, reduce

and Supply Chain Management importation of barite and create

jobsfor the local communities.
For CHL's MD, Chevron will
continue to ‘empower Nigerian
service providers and suppliers
through: human and business
capacity development; local
patronage and work scope
allocation: fostering of business
partnerships and sponsorship of
research and development
programmes to enhance the
capacity of indigenous companies
to participate in the oil and gas
industry.”

]
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NCDMB REJEGTS AND REFUTES SENSATIONAL
NEWS REPORT ABOUT STEEL INDUSTRY AND PIGB

he Nigerian Content
Development and
Monitoring Board

(MCDMBY has debunked the
sensational headlines reported
insome newspapers last weck to
the effect that the Board has
guericd the infrastructural
development n the Tl sector
and delaved passage of the
Petrolewm Industry Grovernance
Bill (PIGB). The Board's
General Manager, Corporate
Commumnications, Dr, Ginah O,
Ginah who represented the
Executive Secretary at a one-
day scnsifization scminar on
“Local Content Development in
Shipping, Oil and (Gas Logistics
Operation in Nigeria,”
organized by Maritine

Reporters Association of

Nigeria (MARAN) recently in
Lagos, said 1t 18 absurd to

ascribe such story to an ageney
of government established by
law to be atthe forefront of local
content development.

Dr. Ginah said he was shocked
and embarrassed by ihe
publication and wishes to
catcgorically rejeet and refule
the story as complete
misrepresentation. He declared
the entire reportapge as replete
inaccuracics and conjectures
Specifically, the GM Corporate
Communications said that the
Federal Government's focus on
rail projects abandoned for three
decades are impacttul and will
catalvze commeree across the
country and enhance the
revamping of the steel industry,
which will in turn accelerate
local content performance in the
o1l and gas industry and linkage
SECTors.

He said that participants at the
semminar agree that there 15 need
for all to quicken the passage of
all the Petroleum Industry Balls,
not just the Petroleum Industry
Crovernance Bill (PIGB) as Lo
SPUT OIS investments.

He reiterated that NCDMB is
determined to collaborate with
other stakeholders, Including
NIMASA to implement and
enforce the provisims of the
Migerian Ol and Gas Industry
Content Development Act for
the benefit of Nigeria and all
Nigenans, He aftirmed that the
Board has continucd to cnjoy
excellent support trom the
highcst level of government
under President Mohammadu
Buhari , which has cnabled the
agency to discharge of s
mandate

e L ATRGEs |2
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NDDC CHARGES NIGER DELTA

YOUTHS TO EMBRACE PEACE

he MNiger Della Developoient Commission,

NDDC, has charred vouths m Nigerna's oil-

producing communities to join in
campaigming (or peace and security n the Miger
Disltarewion.

Speaking after receiving an award for excellence
from the Wiger Delta Youth Foram, the NDDC
Dircctor Corporate Affairs, Dr, Thitove Aboscde,
stated that development can only take place inoan
atmosphere of peace and tranguillity.

Abosede, who received leaders of the Youth Forum
in his office at the NDDC headguarters in Port
Hurcourt, siressed the need lo create the might
environment for development Lo Oourish.

He thanked the yourh group for finding him worthy
of the award of "Excellence in Good T.eadership,”
noting that all stakcholders should join in the cffert to
sanitize the Niger Delta to make it attractive to
My eslors,

Abosede advised the youths to be focused so asto put
their God-given talents to good use, adding that they
should not be disceuraged by temporary sethacks,

The Director stressed the importanee of scnsitizing
youths in the Niger Delta on the dangers af militaney
angl other social vices, stating that violence begets

vivlence,

He remarked that promoting awareness campaigns
within the Niger Delta region remained a viable tool
for development azencies that need peace and
security to deliver on their mandates, adding that “as
an interventionist agency. the NDDC needs the
cooperation of all stakcholders 1o perform
aptimally.™

Abuosede suid that youlhs of the Niger Delta region
hiave a crucial role 1o play m enthronimg peace, He
declared: “We don't want protests and agitations in
the Niger Deltaanymore. Dialogue is the way togo ™

Farlier, the President of Niger Delta Youth Forum,
Comrade Fmmanug! Ekine, said that the hody was
arganizing awarcness campaigns in the region o
sengitize the vouths on the need to shun violznee and
criminality.

Ekine said: “The youth forum has observed that
restiveness; violent agitations and eriminal
tendencies are the prevalent challenges confronting
the region.”

[le commended the NDDRC director, explaining that his
nomination for recognition came after a careful
constderalion of his comlribulions w voulh developmienl,
especially  Lis outstanding leadership gualities and
transparcnt service tothe Niger Delt region,
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NCDMB TO COMMENCE FORENSIC AUDIT
INTO $200M NCDF CONTRIBUTION

he Migerian Content

PDevelopment and

VMoniloring Board
(NCDMB), is set to commence a
forenaie audit inte its 5200 million
Migerian Coutent Dewvelopment
Fund (NCIDF).

Executive Secretary, NCDMDB, Mr
Simbi Wabaote, gave the hint while
speakimg on the theme “Driving
Migeria's Ol & Gas Induslry
towards Sustaincd Economic
Development & Growth at the
Migerian Qil and Gas (NOG)
Conference, Migerian Cantent
Seminar which opencd in Abuja
voslerday.

NOCGICD Aot of 2004 gave the
Migerian Content Development and
Vionilwrmyg Hoard (KCDMBE), the
mandate ¢ manage the Migerian
Content Development fund (NCDE)
and deploy it for projects,
programmes and activities direeted
al meredsing Nigerian content in the
oil and gas industry,

The Act equally provides that one
poreent of every contracl i the
upstrcam sector of the Nigerian oil
and gas industry shall be deducted at
source and paid intothe fund.

Speaking  at the forum, Wabote
warned that if the Board discovers
any subotage n the remitlimee ol the
one percent NCDF charge, itwill not
hesitate to hand over the defaulting
company tothe CFCC,

He regretted that despite elTorts of
the Board to snsure the success of
the local content in the counry, some
international il Companies were in
the habil ol commye up with excuses
why the local content cammol be
achicved.

‘A1l forms of sabotage are being
brought againstus, we will stand ouwr
rround Lo ensure that local content is
achicved al all cosl, “he said
pperating companies under its joint
Qualification Scheme (J0S) are 46
companies m all, while the service
compamics are 7184 with madivichl
registrationzat 114, 743,

Wabote while highlighting the 10
strategies which he promised Lo
waork om0 increase nalional
capacity over a 3-year peried, said
the Doard was making progress in
thar regard.

“loday, 1 wanl 1o provide progress
status of those strategics in ling with
my conviction that yearly seminars
and conferences like this should also

be wsed to provide and feecive
feedback oo actions taken or
prommises made e make the events
worthwhilz, Permit me to provide
vory brict highlights on the status as
follosss. ™.

U slakeholders' collaboration o
overcome kev challenges on skills
gap. weak sectoral linkages. policy
inconsistency and other lssues,
Wibole serd the Board had enpzawred
Petroleum Technolugy
Development Fund (PTDF) and
Petroleum Training Tnstitute (PTT to
streamline its areas of interventionin
human capacicy building.

Wiz have engraged NNPO-NAPIMS
on in-country capacity utilization.
Cither stakeholders cngaged by the
Board include; SNEPZA, MNOCAA,
OP S, PP, DPR, and others.
"Strategy No.2 was 1o tast track the
astablishinent of 5 oil and gas parks.
We have commenced site
developments works on two ol the
parks m Bawelss and Cross Riwver
states. Architectural and detailed
engineering design works are on
zoing for the parks in the Akwa-
Ilbom and [mo States, Luand
acquisition arc in progress tor the
ones in Delra and Edo states. In line
with the directive of the Minister of
Stare for Petroleum Resources, we
are looking at the csablishment of
similar parks in olher geo-pelitical
zones of the conntry.

For the third strategy on Wigerian
Content Opportunities Fair
(ROGOFL we held the maiden
giition m Uy, Akwa [bom state and
we have published the compendium
of apportunities in the ol and gas
industiy as promised.

On Strateay Nod, we promised to
hold the R&D Fair. This was dong in
September 2007 in Lagos with a
very tesoundimg success, Some of
the actions [romy the law are bong
implemented az Lspeak.
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L& 1000 barrels of crude oil per day (bpd) Lave

mropresscd  Wwwards complelion stge in their
atbempt to contribute to Nigeria's self sufficiency in
petrolewm retining.

: ; cven Heensed velineries wilh the abilivy Lo process

For cxample, the 50000 bpd Waltersimith Refining &
Tetrachemical Company Limited's modular plant, which
is capable of producing naphtha, korosenc, dicsel, and
low pour fuel oil has made significant propgress the
Company's Approval To Construet (ATC) has been
cranted by the Department of Petroleumn Resources
(DPR} while Engineering , Procurement and
Construction (EPC) contract ferms have been agreed with
VELEM.

The Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) review
sesston with DPR has been conducied and the company 14
closing out funding with Africa Finance Comaoration.

Ay the Migenan Content Development and Momnibormg
Roard (NCTIWMR ) on Friday in T aaos sianed a § 10 million
couity investment agreement with Wallersmith Relining
& Tetrochemical Company Timired Tor the construction
ol 3000 arrels per day modular refimery o be Tocated al

Tbigwe, Imo State,

Onther companies, which have made similar progress are
Clairgold (il & Gas Frppineering Limiled, Niger Della
TPerroleumn Resources. Dee Jones, Enersia Limited,
Southeldl Petrochemical & Relimery Limiled, and
Starex Petrolevim Befinery Limited,

NEWS PLATFORM

Selfsufficid

55000 Bpd Modylar Refinery

The Execuive Scerclary of NCDMB, Engr Simbn Kestve
Wabote and the Director of Finance and Tersonnel
Managomenl, Mr, lsaac Yialah siened on behall of the
Board while the Chaicman of Waltersmith, Mr, Abdulrasag
Isah and the Exceutive Viee Chairmin, Mr, Danjuma salc
signed for the company,

Under the sharc holders Agreement and the Share
Subscription Agreement, the Doard took 30 percent equity
in the modulard retinery.,

The Fxecutive Secretary of NCDMB, Engr, Simbi Wabata
said the Investment decision was in line with the Board's
vision to he the catalyst for the industrialization of the
Migerian ol and gas industry and ifs linkage sectors, The
Roard was also keen, he addad, to support the Faderal
Govermment's policy on modular relnenes and meet the
lcey objectives of the Metrodeum Industry's seven Big Wins
laumched by Prestdent Muohsmimed Buhar m Oclober 200 4
and the Feonomic Recovery and Crrovath Programd ECGRRE),

According to him, “we have our exit strategy in place to
cnsure thal the relinery teverts back ax o lly owned,
privately nm modnlar refinery as our role s clearly defined
s calalysl”

He alse commendcd Wiallersmith for deseloping a
bankable proposition, stating that “they sorted our the
prodeel  Reasibility,  repulalory  approvals, and  olher
pertinent details befors reaching out to the Board with the
vitlue they are brimaing ) the table and a clear delinilion ol
the support they seek,™

=l B '.v...l_|24
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TheNieegDeliaiDevelopmentCommissionaNDDOIHa: "
conductediComputer-BasedilestuiorZisasiandigates . -

he Niger Delta Development Speaking at the Rivers State University, "_“*
Commission, NDDC, has ICT Centre, venue of the aptitude test, . '
conducted Computer-Based the Director, Education, Health and :
Tests for 2,835 candidates out of the Social Services, *Mr* *Gﬂshuat..;'j'. .
. over 4,000 that applied for the *Okejoto*, explained that the cholce:
#%.  Commission's Post Graduate Foreign of electronic examination was to e “
b« Scholarship Scheme for 2018, enable the Commission shortlist thg'---;JEf '
- right candidates to be selei:féd*f“cj'r"m_ o

" o g T 2
o
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scholarship scheme. scholarship programme He said that some new
The NDDC Directorstated was designed toprogrammes had been
that the Foreign Post- encourage excellence added to the scholarship
Graduate Scholarship, anddebunkthemyththatscheme to help
which was started in the Niger Delta was the yniversities in the Niger
N[ger Delta gl:‘a.duates calibre staff. This,he said,
with relevant training and “The NDDC is using the e reREtt el A
? kll,ls_ f‘,” _effectwe programme to showcase introduction of awards in
participation in the local the hest of the Niger M T
content programme Of pejta and this has been S e e
the Federal Government. i, stified by the academic

J ! whichwasaddedin 2017,

He e:f:plained that only performance of previous
candidates who had papeficiaries,” he said.

finished the National In his remarks, the
Youth Service Corps, Okejoto said that the c-::nnsultlant CobRai
NYSC, and EEcurEdNDDCManagingDirectmr, scholarship programme,
adn‘l'nssmn. |r.1tn foreign Mr " Nsima Ekere. wasmr Godson ldeozu,
u.n.we rSItIE:S. werte el e ke | stressed that computer-
eligible to participate m{}f the programme EﬁdbaSEd axamination
the scholarship award had directed that the €Ncourages transparency

process. because "candidates get

process should be ;
completed bySeptembertD see their scores
21. 2018 with the immediately after writing
the aptitude test, 1,500 ~° ; g

- presentation of award the examination.

candidates would be

el e SN letters to the successful

a \ candidates. He observed that the

Interview. . 1
candidates, comprising

He noted: “The process is He''added: “The MD isthose for Masterstang
very transparent as the YETY passiohate about Doctorate degrees, were
candidates see their the programme because examined primarily in
scores immediately after he wants the NDDC to their core area of study,
the test. That is the continue to bhuild the noting that the exercise
beauty of the computer- capacity of graduates Was notonly fair but gave
based test.” from the Niger Deltathe applicants equal
According to him, the region.” opportunity to compete.

Okejoto said that after
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mitlion (about N7 billion) facility from
the Expor import Bank of China (CEXTM)
through the Bank of Industry (BIO) for the
establishment of modular refineries and the Flare
Ciis recuvery Programme in Nigera,

Spealong at the signing ceremony in Beijing, BOL's
Magaeing Director, Mr Olukavode Pitan,
emphasized the job creabon polential of the
parthership saying, I am delighted to begin the next
chapter of a long letn rading relaltonship with
China throngh CLEXIM

*“This agraemeant is et fo create aver TN jobs in
Mizeriats (il and Cias sector- a decisive imove that
will advance the Federal Govenunent's Modular
Refmeros and Flare Gas Recovery Programme,” he
sald.

A pard of the Mol bebween BOY and CEXIM, the

equiprnent and machinesy Trowm China by iivestors
and projecl wwners of modu lur referies m Nigeria.

vefined petrolewn product within the couttry,
monehze ges ure, reduee cost ol prodocts mthe
mid-term and provide cmplosyment for geriany.

He gaid establishment of modular refinerics is part
ol th FGFs plan o end smportation of poelroleum
prisduels wnd Lo discourizge egal ol bunlkenng
activites inthe Wiper Delta teeion.

Avotal of 3R operating have alrcady boon pranted by
the Federal Government to cstablish modular
telineries in the Nizer Delta,

ROT stated that the facility can be accessed via
latters of credit issned for the delivery of specified
moduolar refineries and gas processing equipment 1o
gualificd MNigeriun companics cstablishing
petrachemical  facilities under the Baoduolar
Befineries and Gas Flare Bacovery 'rogramme,

Aomechular reAnery relors o amin relinery which is
easier and relatively more cost-effective to build in
terms of capital and time than the wadiional
relinery. Accordime W Cenam Lnergy Partners,
modular refincrics arc wsually available in ounits
[rom 4,000 10 30,000 barrels per day (bpd), and
baving lower oulpul capacity Lhat the traditional
telinenes.

September 2018

i 'I, '-_'i‘l
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he Federal Government has secured a $500 A modular refiuery's equipment are manufactured in controlled
conditions, fully assembled and tested prior 1o overseas shipment,

facility will be unlized to finance the parchase of

The BOH bass said the aim is to ensure availabilitye of

FGsecuresiN179:9hn

il ”ijr!'&l-aﬂli:_:t_l[ul d elient's sile i1 much Tess dme than o raditional
refinery.

Daty wbtaimed form the Department of Petroleun Resources
(DR showeed that 22 modular refincrics were licensed inthe first
quatter of 2017 with abont 1.42%0 barrels daily cende oil refining
capacity, Another 10 licenses were granled inthe second quatter of
last wear brimging the fuure to 22 Heensed linns.

AT E50,000 per license for inodular refinery, a total sum of 1 6
has been penerated from the licensing by DEE within the last three
VIATS.

In Pebuary 2018, the Federal Government at the Nigeria
International Peteplewn summit {MIPS) in Abuja revealed plans 1o
privide ineentives i imyvestors inmodular reAnerics.

Such ineentives inelude granting duty waivers and tas holidiys Lo
investors bul ils implementation strategics was nol timmedialely
clear,

Mr Babiv Suleiman, the Senior Technical Adviser 1o the Mintsier
ol State For Petrolcum Besowrees, Dr. be Kachikwu, al the sunmnil
said the discussion on the meenives had reached comfortable
stape,

He said in additiom L wax snd costom dubios wavers, povenimenl
weontld sl suaranies the investors reaular crude of ] supply.

He explained thar the Federal Government was in talks with a
number of potzotial financiers like the Centeal Bank of Nigeria
(CRM)L Intermations] Finanee Corporalion (TFC) and Nigeran
Sovercign anvesiment Avtherity (NSTAL amongst olhers o
provide contributery Tunding to investors o mocdular reflineries o
the Niger Dellaregion,

Sulciman had noted that the Wiger [elta Dovelopment
Conunission (NDEW and gere state governments have equally
indicated their willingness Lo mvest i the relnencs und gain
equity shara in tham,

In April, Mr Kachikwn said tworof the licensed modnlar retinerias
would be completed and ready Tor inauguration by Decewmber
2014,

Speaking whean he led a joint ream from the ministrs, offica of the
Vice Iresident and the DPR to inspect & modular refinery in
Kwale, Delia $ate, he said the Vederal Government's tesolve to
calahlish medular e Anencs was pat of the Tong-tenm plan o cnd
impaortacion of p&rmlﬁum products and to discoursge illezal oil
bunlering activities inthe region.

A lecturer at the foderal Untversie of Petrofeum Resources
(TUPRE). Lifogun, Proll Ogbavede Ogbon, sald Nigerian will
need 73 modular relineries with cepacity of ohout L0000 bpd by
20200 the problem ol Tuel shortage 15 Lo end.
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- Senator Akpabio Commends NDDC, Ekere

Akwa Thom State, The [ormer Senate Minorily TOCs, were now meeting their

Senalor Godswill Leader said thal the numerous gaiuory financial obligations Lo
Akpabio, has given kudos Lo the NDDC projects spread across the (he NDDC because they were
Niger Delta Development Niger Delta demonstrated that geeing Lhe physical
Commission, NDD(C. and ity the Commission had changed for rans formation bemg carmied out
Managing Dircetor, Mr Nsima the better, He declared: by the Commission. According
Ekere, tor tast-tracking the “Everyone can attest to the fact tohim, the changes were possible
development of the Niger Delta that NDDC isnow working, becavse of the managerial
rﬁgiﬂﬂ. “Elkere has shown that NI abilities of Lkere.
can work, Before he became the 11e gaid: =1 do hope that those
NDDC Managing Dircetor, the who will take over from Fkere
1Ir1tcr1.-'cnt10n_ist ageney was 1ol will continue to perform well, T
living up to cxpectations. Today. have thrown my weight behind
We are seeing many programmes Elere because he has pedigree.
and projects being exccuted all humility, wisdom and miellect.”™
overthe Niger Delta,” Alkpabio said further; *Lkere has
Akpabio noted that even the shown capacity to perform and 1

I I \he former Governor ot Sthool Ekel, International Oil Companics.

Akpabio spoke at the solidarity
rally i honour of DPresident
Mohammadu Buhari and
reception [or Nsima Ekere, hy
the people of Akwa lbom South
(Eket) Senatorial District at the
Qua lboe Church Primary
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behieve i perlormance, He
was parl and parcel ol the
uncommon transformation
that took place m Akwa
Ihom State between 2007
and 2015,

“Because ol thal, T know
that he 15 well schooled in
lthe process ol good
governance. I am contfident
that he will bring the state

back into the trajectory of

propress and development.
We all bhelong to the
progressives camp and we
want g guantum leap n
Akwa Thom State. We don't
warnl the state 1o be moving
backwards. That i3 why we

arc supporting Lkere to be
the next povernor of Akwa
Ihom State ™

Speaking at the reception,

Ekere lamented that there
were no good roads m Ekel
excepl Lhose constructed by

NEWS PLATFORM

Governor Udom Emmmanucl o stop are here in this primary school
deceiving Akwa Thon  people, beeausc the stadinm has been under
stating that the state descrved renovation. Do you need three
better. years o renovale a stadium? Here
TTe remarked: "I thank thel}ﬁﬂp]f of mn Hkgr_, there 15 no road except
Ekel Senatorial Districl. You have NDDC roads, This Govertior musl
shown love, You have shown that stop deceiving Akwa lbom people.
you appreciate hard work. I was Weep no more. Go and get vour
pﬁrl ol the Government m 2000 - pyer That is vour power, Tt ia
2015, T was part of the decision your strength.”

H}lakll?lg trh‘:'t Sﬁ;_ %01’ glfl'a:bh.ﬁ Leaders of the party across the three
SO rotate beiween Senaftonal copatorial districts of Uro, lkot

Districts,
S wont the arrow Bosd of e flghtin Ekpene and Fket had bought and
presented Lthe nonunation and

2013 for the povernorship to come : o
expression of interest form to the

io Ekel senatonal distriet and ™ . :
NDDC boss at the reception.

because of the aglaton Senalor The leader of f o
Gadswill Akpabio, standing here '1'° SHCETO e ety 1L e ?t.%te1
caucus member, Chicl

who was the governor then, agreed and national
and Akwa Thom people agreed for Dot Eticbet. who presented the
the sovernorship to come w Eket forms to Fkere, said elders of the

Senatorial distriet. parly across the stale deaded w

The NDDC Managing Director PUT chase the forms [or the NDDC
stated that anvone wishing to boss because they wanted him to

represent the Senatorial Distriet Teplicate his sterling performance
must run on the basis of I Lthe commission when he

September 2018

NDDC. He advised performance. He observed: “We becomes govermnorm2019.
ﬂl? T =N oy -*'V“v“\f‘_ 1Y oS
fﬁ‘\\f ‘\F f & ﬂ 1 I' & )
ﬁ}r X ’XQ"* ““uf\u" -]_u A /‘ LL _Lgu..u.lhcz’f"bﬁ?
_ o =
Boonit@leanzWpiin ” @ctobeizEE

hie Federal

T

October this vear.

The mimster of Environmenl

Government has actual commencement of
said that Oponi Clean-Up remediation would be achieved,
would be [ully commence in

z hield, hezwd.
Meanwhile, [lead of the Projectn
Coordination, 1IYPREP., Dr
Marvin Dekil said that the
contractors tor the project must
Lave technical and fianicia

the

The mnuster dlso stressed (hat the
N stgpe (hal We sre now 15 pardl of the

[brahim Jubril who was represemted procurement process md we have 138
hy the seniar technical assistant to the companies that have pre-gualitied and
minister of Environment, Prishavaku had been asked to submit their
Mohammed made this known in documents tobid forthe contract.
PortlTarcourt at a pre-contract

awarding meeting organized by Also noted that all bids are supposed
[Tydrocarbon Pollution Remediation to end by September 24th, afrer then,
Project. (ITYPREP) MNr Ibrahim there would be fianacial evaluation
Jubril in speech, said that Chaoni land and timeline for each process, and we
liad pollured with oil spills
that Cctober deadline will be for the Dctobar, people shoyld be seen in the

. insisting have marching arder that by the end of

competencies hefore belng
allowed to participate i the
process.

Alao noted thal Oponi clean-Uip
progect like the mmister smd is
poing to be a wemplate Tor the rest
ol the region, il is an fmportant
project to Ogoni people. Niger
Delta People and Migerians.
ineluding sovemment of WNiperia,
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Don't Resume Hostilities, Pengassan

To Niger Delta Militants

Gladys Nweke

Following the threats by Niger Delta militants to
end their ceasefire, the Petroleum and Natural
Gas Senior otaff Association of Nigeria has
called on the agitators to embrace dialogue than
to resume hostilities over the inability of
international oil companies to relocate their
headquarters to the oil-rich region.

PENGASSAN also expressed the need for
stakeholders in the oil and gas sector to meet
and deliberate with a view of meeting the
demands of the MNiger Delta region.
PENGASSAN'S call is coming on the heels of
the threat by the Coalition of Niger Delta
Agitators, a frontline militant group in the region,
that I0Cs should stay away from oil platforms
and other installations from December 2018
should they fail to relocate their headquarters to
the Niger Delta.

The militants had also vowed lo begin allacks
on oil facilities over the refusal of President
Buhari to give assent to the Petroleum Industry
Governance Bill.

This was made known to Journalists, during the
ground-breaking ceremony of PENGASSAN's
multipurpose, learning, event and resource
centre in Rumu odumaya, in Obio/Akpor Local
government aera of Rivers State. The National
President of FENGASS5AN, Comrade Francis
Olabode Johnson, urged the Federal
Government to address the issues raised by the
militants for peace to strive, as io create
enabling environment for the investors and
experirail.

All1OCs operating in this country have an office
here (Niger Delta), but relocating their corporate
headquarlers also depends on lhe collaboralion
ofthe government because definitely, they need
land, they need resources and they need some
waiverstodo that.

So, everybody must work together, but not by
threat. For the agitators, we want to appeal to
them that they should not return to the creeks.
For now, gil is our only major source of revenue.

We also need to appeal to the government that
whateverthatis demand of the region, whatever
they can do toa make the place conducive and
ensure that the relocation should be
successeful one, they should please help and
do so for the benefit of the region.
Also speaking at the event, the zonal chairman
of Port Harcourt zone, comrade Azubuike M.
Azubuike, in his opening remark, said that
another milestone n the history of the
asscciation and the significance of the
association is the ability of the association's
leadership to forecast the future of the
association and prepare far it, and one of such
preparations is the investment infrastructural
facilities. He also insisted that the chioce of
venue stems from the fact that Port Harcourt is
the hub of oil and gas activities, the land is easily
accessible from all parts of Rivers State, the
environment is serene and inhabitants are very
friendly. The Zonal chairman stressed that the
leadership azsociation has embarked on the
Herculean project, noting that the
Learning/Event Centre shall comprise of
Offices for Zonal Secretariat, a well-equipped
learning Holl and Event Hall with the capacity of
over 200 persons, And also expecled thal itcan
be used for weddings.trainings, seminars,
meetings, traditional events and alsc a great
alternative source of incame for the association.

Comrade Azubuike stressed the need and the
influence of the association cuts across all
sectors of economy and can be felt in the
enforcement and implementation of local
content laws, minimum wage passages of
Petroleum Industrial Bill {FPIB), stabilization of
oil prices, construction of better roads, and
environmental protection, and these an achieve
through comradeship, pragmatism, courage,
resilience and altruism. The zonal chiarman
alsa stressed that PENGASSAN has built virile
Association that they can be proud of. He also
thanked the chief of staff of government house,
Hon Emeka Woke, chairman of Obio/Akpo
Local who's the local government happens to be
the gracious host our Learning/Event Centre.
Also appreciate the leaders of PENGASSAN,
NMUPENG, TUC and NLC.
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PRESIDENTIAL AMNESTY PROGRAMME
PROL CIHHTARLES DOKUBO'S 100 DAYS ON THE
SADDLE THE FACTS AND THE FIGURES

Gy pssnmplion ol offize alter his
dppointment ds Special Adviser o the
Piesident on Wiger Delta and Cooardinator,
Amnpcsty Programme by President
Winhommado Buhard ar March 13, 2015,
Charles Quaker Dokubo, an erudite
I'rofesacr and maclear scientst had a clear
inadabe; (o retonl the Programme o imake i
rcire rodngsr and impacefinl forthe enlisted ex-
dgitalors o the Niger Delty with the ulidineais
goa: of achieving sustainable peace and
development inall facets olMhe region,

“T belicve we should train people and Lain
ther in such a way that they should have
guatli Aeutions thal will give them jobs, and
thatis the divection L am going to adep,

Wi omust have the capaeily Lo give
beneficiaties of the Armnesty Programme
somme gualilication that will enable them 1o
work wherever they vould. TUs notonly about
s education; il gualialive education,
Let our peoplz have quality cducation that
will make thern scand callthat iswhal todo™.
hir suid on his vision and mission.

Barvely threee months o, precisely o 100
cdavs, leaders and stakeholders inthe Niger

Plelta, are convinced ol Praseodent
Mlhwmmeadu Buhan's guest W ransfam he
tegion theoush the stimnemality ol the
Amnasty Programme with the appointment
of Profl, Dokubo wha they deseribe s a
messiah that has come o el o new path for
the Programme. Uheir convietion is
apparently haged on his stering peclonnance
and achievements withinashorperind,

Towards deepening peace

The meeting with Wiger Dhelta leaders and
stubcholder in lagos wus the hallmark of his
desite o deepen pesee for stabilily wad
development in the hithera restive region. TL
wits the first of ils kind since the inception of
the Ammesty Progrormne and preceded four
others with eritical stakcholder

A pragmalic, bhumble wnd visionary
admmisiraler, Dokobe comnuwnced his

consultative drove by suceesslully hesiiay
carlierin Lagos, kew leaders ol varions canips
al ex-wgaitators in the Niger Delis who, at the
and of the novel mesting, pledosd o wok
assiduonsly with the Dedern Govermmnent
lowyards deepening peace and sability in the
oil-rich resion o pave way lor hiteh e

elections i 20 E and besaond, Tha
leaders inclucded Chial Ribopes
Ajube, axa Goneral Shoof-at-
Sieht; D Chikabowel Yiclor
Hen, Alias Bowloal, and HRH
Ateke Tam.

Hepresenatives of other frantling
leaders of ex-apitatms h he
Miger 12elta including Chiel
Crovermment  Blepemupolo alias
Tenmpol, attended the meeting.

O June 7. be mat with over 30
Fhase (ke leaders of Miger Delta
ex-apitators af the Abaja Sheraton
Huotels and Towers in [urihersne:
af hiz peace effints, and parleved
T0 phase Two and Theee leaders
the nextday atthe same venue. He
had carlier hoested the leadership
ot the Pan “iger Delta Forum
[RPANIIY and visited a lormer
Foedera]l Commissioner for
information and respected  |jaw
legder, Chiel Tidwin Clark, m hus

ceterimination w deepen peace in
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the Niger|Jalta,

Vocationaltraining

Ag a firar ates after monnting the gaddle Dakubo
constituled g commuttee beaded by a4 vmiversily
feachar, Frof, Asvithasimi Spell, 1o feview
operdtions of the Anmesty Progtamme, Pact of
the findings of te commities was that while the
Amnesty Oilice had undertaken the construclion
of five WVocational TrainingReintegration
Centres acrass stated in the hger el however,
even tan of the centra (in Cndo and Bayelsa
Btames] have been laesly complated, none has
been activared for the waining of thousands of
persons antollad onthe Prograrnme that are vet 1o
be skilled due to the Balure of the Amnesty
CMfice to pay in tull the contract sums, lack of
proper stpervision and demand B ovariation by
siime of the contractors, Interestingly, of the
20,000 persons enlisted in the Presidential
Amnesty Programme, | 1297 persons are ver to
b placed in either vocatianal Lraming facililies or
doploved for lormal cducsation s ol when
Diokubio assumed olfice,

Consequently, besides ensuring a smooth sail for
200 delepiies of the Ammesly  Prosranome
currently undergoing training in antormobile at
inison [Kaara Acndeimy, Miowi, Ananrhra Staie.
and abour 339 training in agricaliure st other
Licilities, he bos pul measures 1o place Dor e
completion and aetivation of all the Vocational
Fadnn g Centres under conatsnclion o s wack
the ranunpe ol the severnl benelicisries awdilmg
geil's acquisition.  These: include the Maritime
Vocationul Training Centre at Oboamay, Rivers
State; Husie Skills vocatonal Trainimg Cemae i
Bore Town, Kalama, Buvelsa Slate, Power und
Energy Vocztional Training Centre in Bomeadi,
Pelia Sote; Ol dod Gas Vocational Training
Uentre, Aoadasha-Uhon, Ondo State, and the
Aoticolioral  Mocational Traininge  Centre 10
Crelepele. Ede Statc. The vocaticnal contres at
Apadazha and koiama are expecied o came on
SiTea 00, Lo cmpower cx-gilalors will viuble
gkills o hecome economically indzpendant-and
relevanl o themselves, familics. communilivs
and the racicn,

Offshore/Onshore education

Tap on the peiodties of Dokuba, o scholar of
inlernativnal epule, is the welfbsre ol
heneliciaries of the Amnesry Prooraming
undereoing educalional programmes 1 various
terpiary  ingtioons  within amd  outsice  the
covmlyy, 20 students sproad aeross 66 instlulions
i 20 countries are cwrrently studving varlous
conrses Chot T htscasy, Jots T9 hesvigited sudets
spron=ared by the Anmnesty Programme in | .ondon
urnel 1ot with 47 students sl recent praduaties
from 23 icstitutions inthe TE at the Wizeris High
Clonmiggion,

I'he objective of the visit 15 to enable him evahiate
the students' geademnic progross, colebrate those
completing therr programmes and charge the
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remaining ones to he oood
aribassaders of the Pooerammes, e
also wanted to hear dircetly from the
students, propression o their
seadenies und general well-bemge, 4s
weslas interact venth the Migeria | ligh
Cimmmission reprosenlativies.

The mesting had 0 attendance, the
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Hestoring Amnesty Database

In Lurtherance ol Presidenl
Muhammadn Buhari's anrti-
corrpption ceosade, PDokubas has
mainlgined wero lelersmee for
colftugtion, and remarkahly
sugcceded in cleaning up the mess al
the Amnesty Office. Apart from

Migeriy High Commissioner, putling siromg messures inotace (o

Ambassador Georze Adesola
Dountade; Deputy lligh
(Commissionar, Ambassador Kabim
Dala, and a representative om the
Office of the Wice President of
Migera, Prof, Yemi Osinbajoe.

Review of Onshore/Offshore
Education Policies

Following appeals from students for
the amendment ol educational
policies parmcualarly for offshore
education soime ol which had sesvere
megative impuael on them Dobkube
constituted a Policy Review
Commiltee o wundertake the
assigmment wthaview toensure that
studenlsd under the Amnesiy
Meoprammne  suceesstully  praduate.
ancl bore the Tadern] Govermimeant o
reap its investment. While the
Ollshore Dducativn Uit Lad i the
past five vears implemented cleven
key oparational solicies o goide
deplovimenl and  munapamenl of
offshore stidents, commitres reports
mdicaled theve were no sel policies
s ol May, 2005 10 2uide operations
of the Onshore Educalion Uit
Diolubo has alse setthe bail relling
this regatd watli the drafiing ol new
policies which have heen adopted.
Efleciive monitorine of ollshores
students by relationship  Mangers
under hig wateh hag reduced
agilglion of students sinece he
assunmed office; just as he directed
the Omshore Educalion Thib e
develop a susminahble plan for the
meal two veurs, This iocluded the
preparation of students” allowances
ona guarterly basis o ensore
deadlines were. sriceily mel wnd o
avoid unforeseen circumstances M
could warmunl lust disbarsement of
fundds by the Vederal Covernment, 4
vertlivalion exeroise lo ascertsan the
actaal number of students who are
heneliciaries al the Amnesty
Programmne at various universities
avross  he cowunley owill suon
commence to check
misappropratien of  governmeand
funds, Plans are ulse al advanced
stape for deplovment of fresh
deloules educational programmcs.

dater and forestall future  hreaches,
he has mken sieps o restore the
certainty and sanctity of the database
al the Presidential Ampesty
Programme.

sequel o alanmme involees Senl by
some universities in the country to
the Annesty Offiee Tor paviment of
mitinn  fezs and allewances tor
students purportedly deployed Lo the
imslilutiong o widergo  varios
cducationz]l  programmes for the
2N T2 R academic session,
Diolcube constitated a committee o
coticlie a venlcation exarcise The
commithee was mandated o Aimongs:
s nscertain Dow 1061 studenis
were deploved m Maech 2004, to
various mstilullons mothe country,
whether thay are bensliciaties of the
Pregidential Amnesty Trogrammer,
aned 1L their Geplovimenl [ollowed due
process. Uhe committes discoverad
thatoutl ol 1081 deleeates deplovad
feer educational prograrmines Tar the
20172018 geademnie sesston, only
214 weare found inthe database ofthe
Ammesty Progrmme.

Tl wus 8 major aali-conuplivn [eal
avhigved by Dokubo within o shor
period in office which bas become a
subject of mvestation by relevanl
authorities.

Empowerment/Job Placement
Cognizan ol the fact that the saccess
of the Rointcgration componcit. of
the Ammesty Programme dependid
larpely on the Reinsertion part of it
which entalls aiding Processes ol
returiing alrandy wained ex-agitators
Wy civil socicly. Dokubo has lakien
b ek steps an emipoweerment, through
the provision of start-up packs and
mentoring foe several aleady wained
and qualified ex-noitators to become
entreprencrs,  Retweer Apeil  and
July, 2018, the post ‘Praining
Enpupement Uit ol the Amnesly
OMice empowerad 535 beneficiaries
mvarious trade areas. Within May 25
ariel July 5. 2771 heneliciaries wers
emponered in Delta, Rivers and
Bavelsa atates, The emoowerren
rrade areas inchude. ballding
meterials {vementl; [sh fonoing,
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Post Trainmg  Engagement and  Tob
placementunies ofthe Amnesty Cffice fhr
the next two years. The 28 successfil
delepates Tor undersaber welding jubs n
L il seTvicingg companics are amung 53
i z :

P delegates profiled for sclection after a
LA daia verilcation of 183 benaficiaries on
the list ol these lraned in welding.

The Job Plavement Unit ol the Amuaesly
e hys stepped up etlorts al seeunng
jub placement opporlunilics Lor
bencliciarios ained in caliting, sarment
production and agricnimre. Towards this
end, it i3 parmaring lite NI and
1 agriculmre-hased project whose concept
e wis appiosved in December 2006 by

QUGTE 3Y PRESIDENT MUHAMMADU BUHARI ON MIGER DELTA

js Sl frarn Presient fubenmss Suban's indeperdenics Doy Spesch af S mober [ 2316

poulry amd provasion shops,

o Avgust 3 2018 Prol Dokubu invhed o step Duether on his
lalcler of achievamants with the disteibution ofstarte-packs
150 alrcudy traimed ca-ugutalors at Boro Town, Katoma, n
Bavelsa Swmte, Dwo deep frégsers, a ceiling fan, Sumae
Firamma Generytor: plastic buckels. 2000 litve overhoad waler
tank, waste collection ftems, plastic chaies and 1ables age 1o be
distributed o the beneliciatios n vanows locations across
three sies, The ecwmpowennenl palape lor the [30
bencficiatics at the cpoch making Kaiama even attended by
top lraditional rulers, compiumly leaders voulh groups and
sencernment functionaries, also includes payment of a tao vear
rent o shop for cach of the bene icianaes; froeer food ilems
worth 3000kg, shop setnp with e.ecorical, painting and furrinire
ilems. Thi: henclicianes are dlso assisied in business pame
regisatien, and are provided packaging matenials, signoge
and stationeries.

While 3,150 graduates of voeational training programnes
woersscheduled for business set-up und empowcmentin 2017,
23100 delegates among them were rolled over oo this vear due
ty fund rclared challenges. Howewer 5700 dolezates
incliding the expected roll-gver foan the presious vear hove
been proposad for empowenment/business sat-up thiz year,
dlepending onavailabilivy o funcs,

Determined to facilicate job placemant for heneficiaries of the
Amnesty Progeamnt, Prof Dokubo created o job placeient
and Tntemationa] Development Pariners Engagement Uil
(TPTDPEL) on My 2, 200 8. S0 far, the unil has profiled 28
delegares Tor wnderwater welding jobs in ol saivicing
commpanies; T delegates Tor weiation crop spray piloc jobs: 1
has glso coneluded profiling of 25 delegale o cawenng
services, hotel and fast food jobs and 7% delegate for other jol
oppartanities. This is justthe beginning of an action plan of the

the United > ations Intermationa] Fuud for
Apricultural Development (LN-

“ Our Administration is fully sympathetic to the plight of the good R S SRS E Nt
people of Niger Deita and we are in touch with the State GOVErNMents i sttt Shl Ll Sl
and leaderships of the region. It is known that the cleanup of the
Ogoniland has started, Infrastructural projects financed by the Federal
Govemment and post amnesty programme financing will continue”.

aprieuliure e digzer Deli,

Ireshnitarives by Frol Charies Paokahbo
o fast-track the training and
eniperverinent ol ex-Niser Delia agianors
enhisted in the Presidential Armnesty
Programme has also al ransforming benclicianes of the
Amnesty Programme inclading those 1o be deployed to
IPSTTAR mto suceessiul professionals. whether i the public
of private sectorn and It 85 linked w the Sustainable
Drevelopment Goals (SDGSY which is o reduce poverly by
2050,

The component of UNITAR preemmenes coverad by e
ML ineluded Sea-farers’ Centificate and Mational Diploma
Course; Subses Welding  Prograrmme, Acribusiness Skills
Training Programime, as well as empoessernen and job
placemenls for truined delegales which though a critical Gactor
in the selntearation companent of the Annesty Progeamime,
had not becn soccessful in the past. The partnership with
LIS EEAR will yeeld positive resalts, as Dol Dokobae initates
and develop & new paradigm of reintegration programimcs
from mational wointemational-baged synergies,

While trainad delegates in maritime related skills had suffered
Laek ol sealsrers' component o Laeir skall sequisibion i the
past, the new partnershipwith TNTTAR in this area will put an
end ot

Aparl frem achieving svnergy boetween the Ammnesty Cllice
and other Ministries, Pepartinent and Agencies of the Pederal
Governrient saddled wilk the lask ol sidinge the deepening
penee elMors and sustainable developiment in the Miger Delia,
Frof Dokubo has also ensured effective Tisison with
Cinvernrents o the stares in e Meger el owath o view 1o
creating plarforms for the gainfial employment of trained ex-
auilators, This s jusl the beginnime ol seyveral milistives in his
drive to refocus the Amnasty Progromime for the benefit of it
bineAcianes and the Niger Delus people. He s keeping hope
alive with work in progress,

Aamnesly is o Working!
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WHY

TO BE STRU

n a recent interaction in the

United States, Vice President

¥emi Osinbajo asserted that
the “problem with our country is
not a matter of restructuring..and
we rust not allow ourselves to be
drawn inlo Lhe argument Lhal aur
prablems stem from same
geographic re-structuring” it is a
surprise that the vice-president
would take such 3 position and, in
particular, fail to appreciate the
connection between Migeria's
defective structure and its under
performance,

[t is unhelpfu! to reduce the
construct of “restricting” to a
geographical concept as WP
Osinbajo does, which in itself
demonstrates a lack of
appreciation of the core teaets of
the cancapt.

For the avoidance of doubt, re-
structuring is rot about the re
drawing of state or regional
boundaries, The restructured
Migeria that a large number of
Migerians talk about, is & Nigeria
that no:t only provides
apportunities  for everyone to
work but even more specifically
challenges every layer of
governance to demonstrate
capacity to create wealth and jobs
for the citizens.

Restructuring is not just about the
devolution of powers to the
states, itisabout transformingthe
respaclive roles of Lhe [ederal,
state and local governments to
perfarm more efficiently in
matters of territorial as wall as
Sconamicgovernance.,

Ahove all, when we talk about
restructuring, we are not talking

NIGERIA NEEDS
_TURED

By Atiku Abubakar

about just constitutional tweaks, government,

we are talking about a cultural |1t i 3|l too obvious that the current
revolution. It is not about re- geaneement does not respond 10 the needs af
shuffling a few responsibilities ar the pecole at the local level, We have all too
resources, but about disrupting gften lied to ourselves that the politicians sitting
the authoritarian pelitics our i Abuja can effectively respond to The needs of
dermuocracy has inheriled from ils 3 population in far remate locations a Kaura
military and colonial rulers of namoda, Iseyin, Arochukwu or Bama. Only the
past. autonomy of the local gevernments and tha

states both of which are closer to their people
Viewed this way, Migeria needs to than the central zovernment in Abuja can
be restructured. Nigeria has gugrantee this and result in more effective
operated a faulty system of decisions. Only when local admiristrations are
federalism especially under on the saddle will there be grezter
military governments. Bath accourtability for decision making as well
economic and political structures jmproved flexibility, adaptanility and ability to
are defective, resulting in weak change asaresult of areduction inbureaucracy.
BConamic management systems
which, inturn, prevent all levels of | strongly believe that the restructuring of
the Mogerian nigeriz will foster the spirit of co-operation and
government—federal, states and consensus in a nation of diverse ethnic groups,
lacal governments, fram culturesand religions. It is desirable, in fact you
aperating atoptimal levels, may even say it is reguired to establish, nurture
Faced with the reality of non- and sustain a strong and effective democratic
performance, MNigerians have governmeant,
clamoured forthe restructuring of |n this continuous dialogue, we should remind
the economy towards 3 more gurselves that restructuring in not a new or
divarsified structure. To make this strange phenomenan.
happen would require that we a number of developing economies have had
establish and sustain @ model of cause to restructure their economies, for a
governance which would nurture greater efficiency or to correct imbalance or to
a spirit of participation and reoriented systems with greater reliance on the
consensus on key national issues private sectar as engine of growth. Evan the
and accommodate all the diverse United Kingdem is restructuring its palitical and
segments of the society. In other ecanamic systems to enable a better union
words, if we accepts the wisdom among its component parts. Businesses

behind calls for a restructuring of restructure for better performance. Evan
the economy, we must be readyto families do!

build a foundation for its success:

we must, in other words re- \Working with the National Assembly and all
structure the polity. other stakeholders, we will lead the process of
Ihe federa! structure is s0 genuine and transparent constitutional
complex with a very strang centre amendments, inorder to provide the necessary
that it has succeeded in stimulus and focus on how to restructure
accumulating many Migerie hewould work foer all,

responsibilities, and along with atilcy Abubzkar, a former Vice-President is a

these, huge resources, which presidential aspirant of the Peoples Democratic
belong o Lhe alber |evels of Party
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Issele:Uku ﬂ!lﬂg As/OhilNduka/Performs

jlzuAtiachi’In/AforMarket th '

ol
_.1"4._"'__.:.. f -

ssele-Uku,the Administrative atthecheering crowd and throwing money
Headquarters of Aniocha North LGA of at the market women and children who
Delta State, was agog as market women, scrambled to catch some.
residents and visitors scramble to catch a He also bought commodities from market
glimpse at the amiable monarch of Oligbo |~ o oaid them handsomely.

Kingdom, HRM Agbogidi Obi Nduka, Obi of N
lssele-Uku, as he emerged from the palace He also bought commodities from market

to perform the 'lzu Afiachi', an age long Womenand paidthemhandsomely.

tradition of visiting the market to signal obi Nduka who just returned from the
publicly, the anniversary of the Issele-Uku United States of America to commence the
annual festival.Obi Nduka who was gpnual festival, walked round the market
beaming with smiles, waved intermittently yntjl visiting the Odu Omu, where the Omu

‘ (R R Tl T I?l-j:.l
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Designate, Madam Beatrice Nwamumu
received him. He greeted the Omu and her
cabinet members and dropped a gift for
them,

He said prayers at strategic locations within
the market — Ishu Mkpitime and Ishu
Onicha before returning to the palace to
report to the waiting elders led by Ogbelani
Diokpa Isimchei Okonkwo of how the
buying at the market went.

According to Diokpa Isimchei, “lzu Afiachi is
as old as Issele-Uku. It is the market of the
gods, praying and thanking God for another
season of festival celebrations. You must
inform your God when you are celebrating
your anniversary (Onye Gba Ahor Ogwa
Chie). It is when Obi |sei visits the market to
pray and call on God to take control of
affairs before embarking on activities
heralding the annual festival of Issele-Uku.

Traditionally, Obi lsei cannot do anything
regarding our festival without going to the
marlket, to signalthe commencement of the
annual festival.

At the market, Obi will make sacrifices by
buying commoaodities from market women
and throwing money to those who cheer at
his presence. Itis usually a thing of joy to see
an Obi Isel, because it might take like
another year before some persons may
have the opportunity to see him again.

Now that our Obi is back from the market,
he will now explain how the market was. It
isthe samethingwhenawomangoestothe
market, she will come back to say market
was good today or the other way round.

Itis a yearly thing. And of course, Obi cannot
go to the market without meeting the Omu
at her shop (Odu). The Omu is the custodian

NEWS PLATFORM

of the market; it is a known truth that when
the Omu leaves market is when the market
officially closes for the day. So the Obi must
meet the Omu in the market and will be
duly welcomed by her”, Ogbelani narrated.

The Ogbelani, therefore called on illustrious
sons and daughters of Oligho Kingdom to
always come around to witness these
traditional activities preceding the Ine
Festivalintheinterest of history.

In addition, Chief Uche Ngbanwa [the Ashi-
Obi of Issele-Uku), affirmed that the Issele-
Uku annual festival commenced on the
20th of August with the traditional function
of “llo Ifedi Unyiaghe”.

He stated that 'llor Hfedi Unyiaghe' is a
private prayer of the Obi and Anasi-Obi
(wife), where they perform the act of
cooking together and praying to God for 3
fruitful, prosperous and safe season of
harvest, otherwise known as the New Yam
Festival {lwaji).

It was a fun-filled ceremony ignited at the
arrival of Ndi Egwu Issoh and Ndi Opi to
usher out Obi Nduka, which immediately
changed the atmosphere at the palace. The
following chiefs accompanied Cbi Nduka on
this very impartant traditional outing: Chief
Fidelis Jigide (lsagba of Issele-Uku), Chief
Peter ljei (Akogwu of Issele-Uku), Chief
Victor Isiekwenagbu (Oza of |ssele-Uku),
Chief Gabriel Ebite (Agujiegbe of |ssele-
Uku), Chief Emperor {Ogodili-Eze of |ssele-
Uku). Others are the Onei Nweafia, Chi-Obi,
Osodi and Ashi-Obi.

Culled from Patrick Ochei
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2019 elections set to E
Nigeriaisimostiexpensive

he 2019 general elections are set ta he exchange rate) to the National Assembly for next

Nigeria's most expensive palls in history, year'sgeneralelections.

according to Daily Trust investigations of 4,4 money will be shared between the

approved official expenditure of past elections. Independent National Electoral Commission

President Muhammadu Buhbari had proposed (INEC) and five other security agencies that police

N242.45bn {equivalent to 5672.35m at official theelections.
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The federal electoral umpire will spend a total of

N19(bn, representing 73.51 percent of the
proposed amount, while the remaining N52.45hn
(26. 49 percent) would go to security agenciesthat

will police the voting process.

The breakdown shows that the Office of the
National Security Adviser (ONSA) was allocated
N4.28bn, Nigerian Security and Civil Defence
Corps (NSCDC) N3, 57bn, Migeria Police Force
N30.54bn, Migeria Immigration Service [NIS)
N2.63bn, and Directorate of State Security (D55}
N12.21bn.

During the 2015 elections, with 67m registered
voters, Nigeria spent $625m, according to data
prepared by the Mational Institute for Legislative

Studies (NILS)in 2015,

INEC had at a recent stakeholders' summit in
Abuja said that over 100 political parties may

feature on the ballot pager during the 2015 polls,

September 2018
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while an estimated 80m voters may take part in

the elections.

The election budget is about $50m higher than
what Migeria spent during 2015 elections. What
INEC is set to get this year is also more than half of
what the commission got from 1999 to 2015 as

electoral expenditure.

From 1999 to 2018, the INEC had received N450bn
as an electoral expenditure from the federal
government, according to official documents

reviewed by Daily Trust.

These figures did not include other money INEC
got from international organisations working on

election areas over the period.

The federal government, through the National
Assembly, approves money (electoral
expenditure] for INEC during election years, apart

from itstraditional budgetary allocatians.,
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Nigeria to spend more than India, bigger economies such as Canada,

UK the United Kingdom, and Australia.

Migeria's elections cost higher than Canada, for instance, spent 5375m

tha S600m the Electoral on electoral expenditure where
Commission of India (ECI) spent 17.5m voted. The United Kingdom
during the 2014 zeneral electionsin spent £113m during its 2010
which 553 8m people voted out of parliamentary elections in which
815m registered voters. 45.6m voted. £28.6m was the cost
The cost of canducting elections in of distributing candidates' mailings;

£ and £84.6m for the conduct of the

Migeria is also higher than those o

NEWS PLATFORM

pall.

Kenya, with 14.3m
registerad wvoters, spent
5427m during its general
elections in 2012 and
5499m in 2017, while
Australia, with 14.7m
volers, spent 5197.6m for
the House of
Representatives and half of

Senateclections in 2013.

Budget to enhance card

readers—INEC

But the director of voter
education and publicity of
INEC, Oluwole Osaze Uzzi,
said the INEC budget will be
used in procurement of
enough card readers,
upgrading them for the
elections, as well funding

overhead cost.

The INEC director, who
spoke in a television
programime monitored by
our reparter, said: “You do
krnow that your laptops,
even in the best storage
conditions, dan't work

efficiently and effectively as
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of technology, we have ta country's return to democracy in electoral umpire's highest total
enhance the card readers and 1999, budgetary expenditure was

votars cards.” during the 2015 elections where

The total budgetary allocations

He said the commission "will INEC received from the federal it spent a total of N236,7bn from

certainly do the hudget defense government from 1999 to 2018, 2012102015

process and when itis done it will was N730.9%bn, according to The electoral commission spent
be by way of an appropriation official documents reviewed by about N212.6bn from 2008 and
act. We will make it public. | am Daily Trust. 2011; N84.6bn from 2004 to
sure the Mational Assembly will qe 4p0c sum, NA50bn was 2007, and MN54.2bn from 2000 to

make it public” | 2003, according tothe INECdata.

captured under 'electora
Daily Trust recalls that while expenditure,” while N151.8bn Polls shouldn't be moneymaking
defending the 2018 budget was 'personnel cost,' N36.8bn venture—CISLAC

estimates of the electoral body in 'overhead cost,' and N54.7bn was The Birhari adroitestration should

January, INEC chalrman Pralessor 'capilal expenditure projects.’

Mahmud Yakubu

be worried about the cost of
had said that The electoral expenditure started conducting electians, Auwal
the exact cost of the 2019 general i N1 5pn in 1999 to N29bn in Musa Rafsanjani of the Civil
elections, which would hold yp0y N5 5bn in 2006, N111bn Society Legislative Advocacy

across the 113,339 polling units i, 5614 and down ta N87.8bn in Centre (CISLAC) told Daily Trust.

in the country, could only be
2014, He said given the
arrived at after the passage of
Further analysis of the official administration's position on the

electoral act by the MNational
documents revealed that the effective and responsible

Assembly.

The N242ASbn proposal was
made by the president after the
transmission of a new version of
the amendment made to the
2010 electoral act by the National

Assembly.
Rise and rise of elections cost

Review of official documents of

INEC budgetary allocations

showed that the cost of electinns

has been rising since the lilmsz Guarioarfiad
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Bukola Saraki

e | £

management of public resources, it's expected
that there would be a reduction of waste and

extravagant spendingin conducting elections.

“The propased budget to hold elections has not
given hope that under this administration we will
not witness abuse of public resources in the name
of holding elections which even the previous

administrations have not spent this much” he

Yakubu Dogara

said.Rafsanjani said, "Unfortunately despite the
huge spending on elections in Nigeria, we still
witness fraudulent electoral outcome and
violence which this huge proposed budget may

notguarantee integrityin its autcome.”

The CISLAC chief said Nigeria must "stop wasting
public funds in every election circle and build a
credible system like other countries where
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conducting an election is not an procurement, checks and She, however, said considering
avenue for money-making.” balances is done effectively by the inflation rate and dollar

He advised thal this government agencies or organs expected to exchange rate, some of the costs

mst at the end give assurance of perform oversight function on might be justified, For example, if

electoral transparency and INEC,” she said. you compare this budget with

absence of manipulation and Akiyode-Afolabi said, “INgc thatef2015,it'saboutls percent

violence. should also disclose previous Mgher shesaid.

INEC audit reports should be audit reports to enable more What Nigeria can do with
public-TMG comparison of costs allocated for election budget

various items previously and Comparatively, the proposed

The Chairperson of Transition
now.” ; :
Monitoring Group (TMG), Dr 2019 election budget is enough

Abiola Akiyode-Afolabi, told Daily TMG is yet to assess the full to fund the dualisation,

Trust that civil society budget breakdown for the 2019 reconstruction and rehabilitation

organisations must track the elections to be able to do a of 62 key economic roads across

election budget to ensure value nuanced analysis, however in a the six geo-political zones of the

for money. country that is going through country.

econamic downturn ane will be » . | he election budgel is about

quick ta say spending such an y4 mac higher than what the 36

amount on the election is Very o yaral Universities will

high,” Dr Abiola said.

“While | am not saying that the
budget may be padded or not, |

think that it's important that due spend on

tapital projectsin 2018.

diligence is ensured in
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. Puhﬁ_ 5 mmlﬂmFlluilurm Magazine, Prince Vincent Egunyanga
recentlﬂr'husted the Director, Niger Delta Development Company {NDDC_']
Dr¥lhitaye Abosede, in Port Harcourt among the dignitaries that
attended the hosting included some media executives.

It waos to honour Dr. Abosede who bagged recently.
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Kano 2019: The battle ahead

for Ganduje, Kwankwaso, Shekarau

1.

Following recent defection of Senator Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso and
about 13 other Senators from the ruling All Progressives Congress (APC)
to the opposition Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), Kano State Correspondent,
Kolade Adeyemi, recalls the political rivalry between former Governor Kwankwaso
and his successor, the incumbent Governor Abdullahi Umar Ganduje and
former Governor lbrahim Shekarau and reports on the likely effects of Kwankwaso's
defection in the intricate politics of Kano State ahead the 2019 General Elections

SINCE last Wednesday's political drama at the
Red Chamber of the National Assembly, when
about 14 senatars defected from the ruling All
Progressives Congress (APC) ta the Peaples
Democratic Party (PDP) there has been
speculation that the development would go a
long way in shaping or re-shaping political
calculations ahead the 20019 general elections.

To keen observers of Nigeria's current palitics, it
was however nol a surprise in the real sense of
- the word, though everyone seem to agree that
the development would affect the politics of
various states and zones diffarently. The Mation
abserves that hours after the defection of the
senators, the effects have started to manifest,
especially in the slales where stories of political
alignment and re-alignment had been heard
loudly.
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In Kano, for example, the battle circle, endeared himself into the was handed over to him on a
has been centred on three heartcofthe Kanomasses. Inthe platter of gold, Malam Shekarau
major poelitical gladiatorsthe build-up to the 2003 general who was relegated by the party
incumbent Governor, DOr. elections, Shekarau aligned leadership had no choice than
Abdullahi Umar Ganduje; his with the populist Muhammadu to play to the tune of the PDP-
immediate-predecessor as Buhari (now the sitting led Federal Government. which
governor, Senator Rabiu Musa President), who was the compensated him with the
Kwankwaso; and another presidential candidate of the All portfolio of Minister of
former governor of the stale, Peoples Party (APP). With the Education.

Malam |brahim Shekarau. influence of Buhari, Shekarau . :

Though there may be other clinched the AFP governarship igghthfepronlglir;asi a::gsnph?rll'grl;
political leaders that could also ticket and defeated incumbent tensed following Lhe
gpring surprises. there is no Kwankwaso, In 3 mﬁm”cirreconcilable political rift
doubt that they are bound to election that has continued 10 | ot ean Kwankwaso and
queue behind the political beat the imagination of pundits. gvarnor Ganduje, which
lineages ofthese thres, Shekarau held sway as giared at the faiionned o

At the inception of the fourth GOvEmMor of Kano State 10r gy nkwase's second-tenure.
Republic in 1999, Engr. Rabiu GOREeCHlive .E.'ght, YRALS The unfolding drama thal
Musa Kwankwaso, on a twin- Preaking the jinx in Kano(,iowed last Monday's
ticket with Dr. Abdullahi Umar Polltics. For these eight years, yerction of Kwankwaso to
Ganduje, won the Kano State Shek_arau ta‘ckled Kwankwaso, PDP, forced Ganduje to cut
govemorship election under the NoMWisthanding the so-called g his official trip to London.
banner of the PDP. As at that " ederal might which he enjoyed gojng one of the major point
time, Malam Ibrahim Shekarau 85 the Minister of Defence 0%y president Muhammadu
was Permanent Secretary inthe Under President Olusegun g hari and considering the
Cabinet Office. His disposition ©Pasanio. strategic nature of Kano to
over Kwankwaso's style of In 2011 general elections, atthe Buhari's 2018 presidential
leadership which was extremely expiration of Shekarau's tenure, project, Ganduje, who made a
critical did not go down well with Kwankwaso staged anshort stop-over at Abuja,
Governor Kwankwaso, who in aggressive come-back and ensured that his political
many occasions, openly defeated Shekarau's choice structure remained intact and
showed his anger to the senior candidate, Salihu Sagir Takai of solid. In fact, his immediate
civil servant. the All Nigerian Peoples Party response to the already tense

e wre (ANPP). At this point, Ganduje situation foiled a grand plot to
AN AsY And SRCAdAL T remained Kwankwaso's deputy. divide the Kano State House of
much that at one point. Kwankwaso and Shekarau had Assembly by Kwankwaso and
Kivarnkwasn ardersd Ris another open political clash athis men. Ganduje's
immediate redeployment aut of the advent of the legacy party underground work paid off as
cabinet office and later demoted at later transmuted into the All the leadership of Kano State
him to a class room teacher. redressive Congress (APC). House of Assembly, came out
This development prompted In fact, Mallam Shekarau. who openly to punctufe rumours that
Shekarau's resignation from the C2Me from the ANPP blocof the 22 of them, including the
civil service. He went in search 1898cy parties, was said to be Speaker, were making plans to
of greener pastures with the one of the brains behind the defect to the FDP. Addressing
Dantata Foundation. APC merger arrangement. reporters on the development,

o of civit At this point, Kwankwaso, the Speaker, Hon. Yusuf

; ; engrossed with his presidential Abdullahi Ata, dispelled the
service under a perceived amgbition becamep 5 major rumour of defection of same

antagonist governor, Shekarau APC members to the PDP and
2 5 SR I the FOP rebel
in 2002 re-energised his plot of | 2YF ST T2 CET NS aitirmed that members of the

sacking Kwankwaso oul of . Assembly were in solid support
Kano Government House. In the heat of the PDP crisis, of Gaovernar Ganduje and

Using aggressive propaganda, Kwankwaso, with power and president Mubhammadu Buhari.
Shekarau who was respected money at his disposal, struck a . "

for his pious lifestyle, deal with the APC and cross- According to him, “the Assembly
particularly, within the religious carpeted and the party structure has 40 members from the 44
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local government areas in the state and 32 of
those members are solidly loyal to Ganduje and
Buhari. Six members, who are staunch followers
of Kwankwaso, as well as one PDP member,
who clinched the mandate through the outcome
of Supreme Court judgment, are still with us. Ata
further stressed that, "the defection of Senator
Rabi'u Musa Kwankwaso to POPF will notin any
way affect Governor Ganduje's victory in Kano
State.”

Also speaking on Kwankwaso's defection fo
PDP, his cousin, who is currently serving as
Ganduje's Commissioner for Rural and
Community Development, lllyasu Musa
Kwankwaso, described it as a blessing to
Ganduje's 2018 return. According to  him,
“‘Kwankwaso's return to the PDP will only
succeed in capturing 60 per cent of the party's
structure. The former Foreign Minister,
Ambassador Aminu Wali and the erstwhile
Minister of Education, Malam lbrahim Shekarau,
including Senator Bello Hayyatu will be left to
grapple with the remaining 40 per cent.”

llyasu Kwankwaso further explained that, “the
implication of this is that Senator Kwankwaso
will never endorse the candidature of Aminu Wali
and Shekarau. He will attempt to manipulate the
already existing structure for his personal gain. |
want you all to wait for the next ane month, after
the defection of Senator Kwankwaso from the
ruling APC and be on the watch out for what
would happen, as there would be mass
defection of numerous PDP members to the
APC. Kwankwaso will neither support Wali's
candidature nor Shekarau's candidature.”

It is however important to underscore the fact
that from the forgoing scenario, Kwankwaso's
main target is to ensure that Ganduje is not re-
elected as governor of Kano State in 2010
Already, he has started perfecting his plots with
the endorsement of Ganduje’s deputy, Prof.
Hafiz Abubakar, as a potential governorship
candidate in the 2019 gubernatorial elections in
the state. This plot is becoming clearer because
few months ago, Hafiz openly declared that he
was not interested o run as deputy governor
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with Governor Ganduje in the 2019 elections.
Also, a fortnight ago, Prof.
Kwankwaso were sighted in London where they

Hafiz and

held a high profile palitical meeting with some
Kano stakeholders, where Prof. Hafiz was finally
endarsed to run as a governorship candidate in
the 2019 governorship election.

Reacting tc Kwankwaso's defection to PDF,
Malam Shekarau, through his spokesman, Sule
Yau Sule, welcomed him to the party and only
hoped that he would abide by the constitution of
the party and play the game of politics according
to the rules. "1 hope the PDP has received a
reformed Kwankwaso. | hope il is nol lhe old
Kwankwaso | knew. | hope he will, this time
around, abide by the rules and regulations of the
PCP. | hope he will not repeat what he did after
he joined AFC in 2015, At that time, he took over
everything, leaving us with empty hands. | hape
Kwankwaso is not coming to PDP to repest the
injustice he did in 2015. If everybody will be
allowed to play his card according to rules of the
party, that will be better for him (Kwankwaso)
and every member of the party,” he added.

However, though there were rumours that
Kwankwaso and Ganduje are struggling to win
the heart of Shekarau, the former Minister of
Education however denied striking any deal yet
with bath of them, adding that he never sat ane-
on-one with Kwankwaso since 2015.

Be that as it may. pundits have conlinued to
doubt the possibility of Kwankwasao working
together Shekarau as many of Shekarau's
lieutenants are said to have started piling
pressure on the two-time Kano State Governor
to dump PDP for Kwankwaso before itis too late.
Come what may, as events continue to unfold in
the weeks ahead, the compass is focusing on
Ganduje, Shekarau and Kwankwaso a8 no ane
can predict, for now, where the pendulum will
swing.

Culled from Nationonline.com
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Nuozi0OKonjo:Iwealaonwhy.climateleanershin

isa newgrowth opportunity/iorthe worl

By Ngozi Okonjo-lweala, will gather next week at the and prosperity. And the

b .

Co-Chair, Global Global Climate Action Summitgood news is that

Commission on the inin San Francisco: we are all making it sustainable
Economy and Climate significantly underestimating doesn't need tfo cost
The world is leelering on the the economic opportunity that more, on the contrary, it
cusp of a new economic era. can be gained from cleaner, can lead to real cost
This comes as major structural climate-smart growth. New savings. Significant
changes are shaping the global analysis is finding that boldtechnelogical and
economy, like rapidclimate action could vield a market progress over
urbanisation, major direct economic gain of $US26 the last decade has
demographic transitions, trillion through te 2030, already begundriving
increasing globalisation, compared with business-as- the shift fo a new climate
a shift to service-based ysual And we know that these economy, proving that
economies, and increasing numbers are likely to bewe can have sirong
automation. Can this conservative. We are at agrowth, while
tremendous shift deliver ynigue “use it or lose it"acting on climate
strong, sustainable and moment in history. Over the change. And we are
inclusive growth? Will it make pext 12-15 years, we expectto already seeing real
people’s lives better? The jnyest about US$90 trillion inresults: new jobs,
decisions we make today will infrastructure, more than the economic savings,
determine the answers [0 total current stock. Ensuringi n c r e a s e d
these important questions. that the infrastructure we invest competitiveness and
One thing should be clearto us  j5 sustainable will be a critical market opportunities,
all and especially to those Who determinant of future growth and improved wellbeing
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for people worldwide. women participate in political maternal and childcare
This period is also essential life, parliaments are more services in 500 primary
in terms of climate. The last likely to set aside protected healthcare centres. Others
19 years included 18 of the lands and ratify international have found similar benefits:

warmest years on record. In environmental in Indonesia, fuel subsidy
2017, weather- and climate- treaties. savings in 2015 were
related disasters were reallocated toc major

responsible for thousands of Given that women are often investments in social welfare

losses. Unless we act boldly changing climate, and that .
on climate now, we will they currently rE.Lpreser"ntjustm":’reased budgets for

continue to see more 23% of parliamentarians ""”'S‘.”BS’ St fenincd
frequent and more exireme worldwide, there is clearly an &ﬂt?l’pl‘lse; EI"I{_',! tI'ElI'IE'fEI’E.. to
weathereventslikethese.  important opportunity to '€gions and villages. Using
anhance women'slessons leamnt from Nigeria,
What will it take to unlock this leadership in delivering this Indonesia and other
opportunity? Among the new growlh agenda. countries, Finance Ministers
most urgent priorities over can take bold steps to lead
the next 2-3 years are Accelerating towards awhole of government
implementing carbon pricing strong, sustainable, approaches to growth that
and removing fossil fuels inclusive economy requires can deliver developmentand
subsidies. This could decisive leadership. Finance ¢|imate objectives.
generate more than US$2.8 Ministers, in particular, play a
trillion in governmentcritical role in guiding we can eliminate extreme
revenues in 293“ equivalent investment;_and setling the poverty, prevent dangerous
to the GDP of India today, for right conditions to unlock . ic change, and improve

use toward other public much-needed private capital y,. yioq and fivelinoods of
priorities or to reduce at scale. When | served as
distorting taxes. Finance Minister of Nigeria,

for example, we worked to
Other key priorities that can reform petrol subsidies

be catalytic are: accelerated IN2012. - . :
investment in sustainable Some $13bn worth of petrol Window of opportunity  to

infrastructure, harnessingsubsidieshad been deliver a better world with
the power of the private burdening the Nigerianmore efficient, livable
sector and unleashing national budget, and we cities;with low-carbon, smart
innovation, and ensuring a were able to redirect some of energy, mobility and water
people-centered approach those funds lo much more for all;and through the
so that the gains are shared productive ends. restoration of degraded
equitably and that the lands while protecting
transition is just. Women Within a year, ourvaluableforests.

especially play a critical role programme lo reinvesl the

in delivering and benefiting savings from what was There can be no kicking the
from inclusive, sustainable previously spent oncan down the road Each
growth. Greater participation subsidies meant we could effort underway around the
b}f women in the economy finish renovation of a north- world must build on the last
WWEIS growthl. south national raillway, as to tip the world over the cusp
And in countries where more e as introduce improved and into a better future for all.

millions. But only if we set out
to do so decisively.

Fortunately, we still have a
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sultan: Everything not okay in Nigeria
: -' _ / ”ﬁ'ﬂ' l'](a‘rr | "r] . e sultan added: "We have our
7 f% g /)/" The sultan added: "We h

problems and challenges, But
we should collectively try and
ovorcome them, As leadeors, we
must try and work for peace,
There is no problem in this world
that defies solution unless we
are not honest, [f not, we will
overcome the problems.”
"We must also educate our
followers that despite the
challenges, we belong to one
God Almighty but choose to
waorship God in different ways.”
On 2019 general election, he
implered politicians to  stop
using children of the poor to
spread violence.

He also spoke against killing of
innocent people in the name of
religion "People have wrong
notions of Jihad.

You cannot kill people
pretending you are fighting for
God. You are simply deceiving
yourself. Jihad does not entail
that. Ged did not create you to
fight for Him,” he said.

Earlier, the Mational President of
Catholic Bishops of Migeria,
Archbishop Augustine Akubeze,
The Sultan of Sokote, “We must tell ourselves the truth and lauded the sultan for his raleson

Muhammad Sa'ad Abubakar, speak the truth. Everything is not okay interfaitn peace and peaceful

yesterday urged religious in Nigeria. Let's stop hiding under coexistence in the country.
leaders Lo unile and preach againsl religion, ethnicity or region. 1 know we
violence before, during and after the have problems in Nigeria, Let's not The Catholic  Archbishop of
2018 elections, just as he said decsivepurselves” Abuja, Cardinal Onaiyekan,
Nigerians should stop deceiving “Thare is no fight between Christianity noted the need for peace
themsalves over the country's and Islam, but maybe disagreement 3Mong religious leaders and for
problems. between Muslims and Christians. But them to work towards ensuring
He also acvised politicians to stop we must try and fish out extremists in peaceful coexistence amang the
fighting because of defections. o,. midst. Though, you cannot cit]?en_s. T!'r his remarks, the
"Politics is @ choice, like religion. compietely fish out bad eggs from the “2tholic Bishop of the Sokoto
Therefore, let's not fight each other society, we should continue doing our Dincese, Rev. Matthew Hassan
because of defection,” he said when he ot t ensure a peaceful country” he Kukah, ‘atknowledged the
received the Catholic Bishops of Nigeria iy sultaiie corgmily to all,
in his palace in Sokoto vesterday. irespective of religion and other
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espite the gridlock guarter of this year by about due to the fact that most

that h asN4.3 billion, collected Nigerians abroad always use

characterized the N176.7 billion as revenue in this period of the year to
access road to the Lagos the first half of this year send goods home for sale to
Ports and the low level of while it succeeded in the use the proceeds to
importsintothe country, the first seven months  at celebrate the Yuletide with
Apapa Customs Command generating N210.2 billion , families and friends or for
of the Nigerian Customs thus exceeding the revenue investments.
Service (NCS) may meet and of the corresponding period The Automated Systems for
possibly surpass the oflastyear. Customs Data (ASYCUDA)
revenue of N426 billion The hope of meeting the Project Manager / Deputy
given it this year as target by target by the Command is Comptroller Revenue ,
the Headguarters of the alse high because it isApapa Command ,
Service. expected that there would Muhammed Gaya told
Despite the challenges , the be anincrease in the volume Marine&Economy journalin
Command was able to of importin the last guarter Lagos recently that in spite
improve on its revenue — a characteristic of the last of all odds , the Command
generation in the first three months of every year was not leaving any stone
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unturned to achieve its revenue target for
this year or even surpass it.
He however said that it would be an
onerous task baring in mind that the level
of imports through the Apapa Ports from
which the revenue is realized has been low
since the beginning of this year but pointed
out that the high dedicatian of the officers
to their work and the warious revenue
collection strategies that have been
adopted by the Command may make it
possible.

Gaya stated that every Customs Command
naturally has it as a desire to meet and
possibly surpass the revenue target the
Federal Government has set for it adding
that Apapa Command has always strived to
meetitsrevenue targetin recent times and
has been working towards it even harder
this year.

He disclosed that the |launch recently and
the subsequent commencement of
implementation of the Nigerian Integrated
Customs Information System (NICIS) I
platfarm which has demonstrated its
capacity to boost the revenue collection
profile of the Command may make the
increase in revenue and possibly exceeding
it areality.

The Command has consistently exceeded
it revenue level on a monthly basis so far
this yeareven better than what obtained in
the corresponding period of last year while
it has also worked towards meeting the
targetgiventoitforthe period.

Gaya said the Command is poised to
continue to firm up its revenue collection
through ensuring that importers pay the
right duty on their goods , plugging of
loopholes in revenue, constant training of
the officers as well as enlightenment for
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the stakeholders constantly on the need to
abide by the rules adding that all these will
assist in its quest to meet the target.
The Command's policy of engaging in
recovery of debts owed it by importers ,
focusing on the handling of non oil exports
as well as improvement in the level of
compliance have also helped in raising its
revenue collection level.

The Deputy Comptroller has also appealed
to the importers , the licensed customs
agents and the freight forwarders to
constantly improve on their capacity of
compliance in revenue payment by
ensuring that they are sincere in their
declarationso that they can pay the correct
duty on their goods , emphasizing that
there is no limit to compliance in revenue
payment.

The N426 billion revenue target of the
Command isthe highest of all the targets of
any Customs Command being that the
Apapa Area Command is the biggest while
the Apapa Port from which it generates its
revenue is also the largest of all the
seaportsin the country.

The Command was able to collect over 80
per cent of its revenue target for last year
despite the odds, raising hope that it will
meet the target this year , due to the new
automation and the human efficiency in its
operations.

The fact that the 1.2 kilometre road
saverely damaged portion of the Access
road leading to the Apapa Port is close to
completion while the traffic congestion is
being put under control by a combined
team of law enforcement agents is also a
plus that the revenue collection would
increase and the target would be met by
the end of the year.
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African Sentor Athletics Championships:
Athletes Depart Asaba After Big Show

thietes and officials of countrizs that participated in
the 21st Africen Senior Athletics Charmpianship have
commended the arganisers for a jobwell dans,

Inastatement issued by Clukayode Thomas, Head WMedia and
Publicity for CAA Asaba 2018, the LOC bhoss, Chief Soloman
Ogba thanked zll the athletes and officials from all the
participating countries for making the 2018 African
Championshipsa memarable nne.

Ogha affirmad that despite the initial sethacks which were
promptly addressed, Asaba 2018 remains one of the meost
olamorous  African Championships ever hosted on the
continent,

"W are very grateful to the Delta State governar; first for
making available these planas to airdift the athletes and their
officials back to Lagos as they fly back to their wvarious
countries.

“Beyond that, we are also very grateful to Gow Clowa Tor
making Asaba 2018 a reality and bringing Africs (o Delta State.

“We are sure thatthe legacies from this championship will
be langlasting” Ogba said.

0n their part, the departing athletes and their officials
commended the Asaba 2018 LOC for all their hard work
geared at secing that the African Championships was
hiugely successful,

members of Team Kenya who emerged as the owerall
rhampions atter five day of competition at the newly-
comaleted Stephen Keshi Stadium said they would ahways
hawe fond memaories of Asaba as it turned to e a "lucky!
ground fortharm,

Despite not finishing tops, members of Team South Africa,
South Sudan, Eretria and othors said thoy were happy to
ke in Delta State adding that they had a swell time in the
peaceful city of Asaba.

The Confederation of Alrican Athletics, CAA have alreacy
announced & peria as the hostof the next championship .

Okowa Bags Olympic Merit Award,
Says Award Will Inspire Him To Do More

or his outstanding rales in the

development of sportsin the

country, Governar of Delta State,
Senatar Dr, Ifeanyi Ckowa has bagged
Migeria Olympic Committee (NOC) Berit
FAwvard,

Ina colourful award ceremony held in Asaba
Fresident of NOC, Engr. Habu Gumel
personaly presented the award to the
oowvernnd at the ceramony which also, saw
surh nntables persnnalities as B, Hon, 5ic
Adecokumbo Ademaols, Siv-Awotire Eleyae,
late - Alhaiji Chiat
Opunkoya-Omaotaya, Blessing Okaghare-
lghoteguonor, Sir lsaac Uwadialellkhiaria,

Babayo Saeku, Zzbilat

amang others receiving awards at the
CEFEMOY,

Governor Okawa thanked God for using
Fim &5 an instrument for the development
of sports and uged government at all
levels to be cammitted te the
cevalapment of sparts.

According to the governar, 1 must truly

thank the President of MOC far the award
given to ma, it will spur me to talk abaot
sports and encourage the deva opmant of
sparts”

"We shoulc get more committed to our
athletes and sports development and |
believe that gpovernment can dmg tha
private sector to support the development
ol spurls becausa, with the supporl el
government and the private secton our
spon s o and wornen can du mome,” tha
govarnar said, adding, * thank ths
organizersof this award, itiswvery instruet ve
and wvery hearbwarming to get the award
donebecause therais no one who does not
like te be apprecizted for his geod deeds, |
with this awards,
encourdged our sports men and women or
encauragad thair children to cortinaa with
strides; we should have a space to cantinua
to apareciate those whe have wen laurels
far ushnothlocally andinternatinnaly.”

beliewve we: hava

The governor wsed the odcasion to also
appreciate those who have contributed to
the succoss stery of the African Athletics

Champicnship.

He noted that, “this champicnship has
greatly tovcaec the economy of this city and
our state, but bewond that, sports is a
unifying factor and many ©f OUr YOURE OnNes
will be encodrazed to gointo sports and use
sports 1o better their lives; the-e is nothing
yeuspendin sparts that is a waste ™

Ml mister ot sports and Youths Develnpment,
Barr. Salaman Dalung, represented by the
Fermanent Sacretany in the Ministny, Wr
Adesola Dlusade said Govarnor Okowa has
distinguizhed himself 25 a patriotic Migeria
by making it possible for Asaba to Fost the
Senior Athletics Championships and
commendad the WNOC far recognising
ta ents that have contribuzed to the
davelzprment of sports in the country.

Engr. Gumel commendad the committes
that selected the award recipients
recognising men and women wha have
waon gold for the country nd
congratulzted Gove-nor Olowa for the
successful hosting of the Azaba 2018,
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Aftor pulling out of the .
1MN0m and 00m svents, RBlessing

Okazbara was on the tracks inthe Day 3 of Lelis
action at the African Senior Athletes secandlegand hasded _
Champlanships and she made her nicely o Tobilaba Amusan and Rosermary
presence count; helping Migeria to a gold Chukwuma held her own to give Migeria a "Wle |
medal inthe 4x100mwomen's event, precious gold medal ahead of the ivarian thank Goc almighty for
" guartet led oy Ahuriele Talou,

The pold medal-winning  guartat fo
Miger'a nad youngster, loy Udo-Gabriel The Migerian ladies posted an impressive
ctarting off in grand style before Okagbare timeaf43. 775605,

ety M TR T Mo 'a.,ﬁ:%“h o T o Sy the race.ln the men's 4x100m, Migeria
255 TalhE RS e

e nﬂ:‘r L A fhmji-ﬂ‘; e : & with atime of 38 7dsecs settled for second

‘: i"'?@'t%-- A&i{‘ h}g_ﬁ;ﬁ !!i“&ﬂ“{#‘ 9 y ; . ' i place bahind South Africa wiho so far ara

. 'F #f‘l" . ‘r‘,ﬁ‘ g YA i B dﬂmhatingtheprnceedingsin.ﬁ.saha.

G =

¥ 2N Qrply 2 i ;.
i K '-E;.;:-ﬂﬁ._q__. i e, - “ah’ There was mare celebration for Migeria in
: E e [ - the field events with home girl, Ese Brumea
|eaping togold with 6.83m.,

ourtcamwinning the gold, thisisa

collective effart, we all patin our best ta
give Migeria gold and we are happy wa
delivered,” Oraghare Lold journalials after

o

® In the Women's Discuss, Onyekwera
Chioma aot pold with a throw of 58.09m
while her compatriot Qkoro Chinwe got
o silvarwith her throw 57.37m.

| Meanwhile, African athletes competing at
the 21st African Sanior Athletics
Champiorship hawve expressed delight at
the electric atmasphare inside tha
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Stephen Keshi Stadium since the chaerful, which is alsa part o7 the glamour in the 400m Women's event also hailad
: of major athletice meets in the world. 5o, if the high spirits of Delta state fans that
Migeria can get the otherthirgs sight, they hawe been thronging the Stephen Keshi

competition began on Wednesday:

A5 promized by the Local Organsing
Committes Chairman, Selomon Opghba
there bas been a huge turnout of fans at
the stadium singe Day 1 and the &% can
skars nn parade have given thumibs ao te
the Asaba fans.

Africa's fastest man at the moment
Akanni Simbine who won the 100m heal
event said it was not only 8 delight to win
the gold medal but toalsobe inMigeria.

Simbine described Migeria as & zporis-
loving country, owing to the lewe|l of
interast shown by the people sinca the
commencement of the angning 018
Africa senior Athletics Championship in
Asabz, Delta.

He saidz “If Migeria can stark preparations
cn time by putting good logistics in place
and doing all the necessary things, they
can host the rest of theworldin sthleics.

“Tae fans here are wonderful and very

canhostthewaorld,” besuggested, stadium in
Caster semenya wha won the gold medal Wednesday:

large numbers since
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