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NIGERIR WASTED ONE TRILLION DOLLARS
IN 24 YEARS . Prnt Ilsmllam

OKOWA HAS DONE WELL ... Dr. Nwabuokei
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COVER

he Wice President Professor

Yemi Osinbajo =2aid  ail

revenue  dceruable
Migeria under successive
administrations bolween 1090 and
201415 ubout onetrillion dollars,
Relving on the statistics of the
Organisation of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) THE
Wice Prosident said despte the huge
garmings nol much way dome i
infrastructaral  development inapite
olthe huge oilrovenue carned.
The  Wice DPresident made this
diselosure  while Melding questions
from u eross seetion of Nigerians at a
town hall meeting in Minnesota,
USArceemlly,
A statement sigmed by the Sentor
Spectal  Assistanl o the Viee
President on Muedia and  Publicily
Ar Laolu Akande made available to
NEWSPLATFORM MLEDIA.
Protessor Ozinbajo said  under the
Babangida’ Abacha administration

(19910 1998 Nigenu tealized
USD 99 8 billion,
Under the  Ohasanjo’ YarAdua

September 2018

s s

government 20049%  the

(1599
country got T7SDH401 .1 billion, and

dhuring the Jonathian's adminisiration

(2000---2014)  Nigeria got  USD
FE1ObiINon fromoil alone,

He said ‘the guestion  that we must
ask all 1s that what exactly happened
o the resources |, the guestiom s
where wethe mrustructures ?

HU said = one of the cotical things
that we must bear m mind  and seeis
thar this  (Bubhari } government
degpite carning  LSD84billion up
to 2017, we are spending more on
infrasteucture  and capital tan any
I_!I'I'E.!'np'iﬂ!,l.h; EL'IIL"E'I'I'I'I'I'IL"I'IL_\'_. ROOWE are
spending NI1.5 trillion on capital,
that 15 the highest we have spent
simee 1990

According to the Viee President 'the
problem with ™Migera is nol o meaticr
pfrestructuring.’

He o ogaid Migeria must not allow
themselves  to be drawn into the
argnment that MWigeria's problem
stemmed from some  geographical
restructuring  peinting out that the
issuc is aboul managing Lhe

NEWS PLATFORM

Nigeria wasted $1trillion in
24 years from oil alone. ... ......

TF_‘.‘QULI.TWEPT[JP&,T]}’.

Hz said he has alwayvs belicved in
fiscal federabism, swte Pobice  and
stronger states, ' 1 serve for eight
vears a1 Allorney General ol Lagos
stite and one of the chief issues it
wafought for inLagos state was vou
will call fseal Federalism, we el
that there wits need Lor the states to be
stronger | Tor slates 1o more or less
dewtermineg  their  firtunes, for
example we went to court o to
contest the idea that that every state
should control, to a certain extent its
QWL IES0UICES, we wenl W courl at
that time, up to the supreme court
the court ruled that
producing states  should conlinue Lo

and oil
get 13 percent derivation, while we
wore al the supreme court only the
oil producing stales and Lagos were
interssted 1o resoucce control  for
obvious reasons

"™ow, that is the way the argument
has alwavs gone, those who have the
resources wantbto ke all of 11 while
those who do not have want to share
firomathers.”
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LAPO Development Forum Communique

communigqué issusd at the end of the

2athannual LAPO Develaopment Forum held al

the Federal Palace Hotel, Victoria Island,

Lagos State on Friday, August 24th 2018, under the

theme: Towards Sustainable Socio-Economic

Transfarmation of Migeria: Options for Mon-State
Intervention.

PREAMBLE

he 24th Annual LAPD Development Forum of the Lift
Above Poverty Organisation (LAPO), a frontline
development organization, was chaired by Chief Philip
L. Asindu, Diplomat and faormer Permanent Secretary
and Petroleumn Minister,

Stakeholders within the public and private sector
including members of the civil society, government
representatives, entrepreneurs, policymakers and
regulatory agencies, key players in the financial sector,
trade groups and professional associations, academic
institutions and the media, converged to discuss the
keynote paper delivered by Prof. Mike Obadan, a
renowned Professor of Economics and Non-Executive
Director of the Central Bank of Migerna [(CBMN)L
After a diligent deliberation of the keynote paper, the
Forum came up with the following 11-point
communique as follows:

1, The participants congratuiated LAPC for sustaining
the Annual LAPD Dewvelopment Forum since 1894,
addressing human devslopment challenges with a
range of financial, health and social empowerment
products and services and for providing 9,159
Migerians with gainful employment.

2. The Forum averred lhal Non-slale aclors are
fundamental agents in helping to achieve both national
and international development goals, such as the
Sustainable Development Goals and those around
climate change. It therefora recommended synergy
betwaen the public and private sector in the pursuit of
natichal development.

3. The Forum expressed cancern that na meaaningful
effiorts has been made to diversify the economy
despite successive governments' promises to that end.
4 MSAs should be vibrant and active in the promotion

af human rights, demaocracy and good governance,
espedially in the fight against corruption which has
underdevsloped Migeria,

5. The participants affirmead that there can be no socio-
econamic transformation in Migetia and indeed in any
developing nation without the active participation of
non-state actors such as business leaders schaolars,
labour, and civil socicty organizations.

6. The LAPO Forum enjuined governmenl o credle
social safety nets and enabling environment for peace;
security and stability, just as it canvassed the
formulation of a new Mational Vision and Agenda 2040
that would gravitate Migeria out of poverty and
engender progress, unity and greatness,

T, Government should create a conducive
environment for the prvate sector to thrive and
participate in the policy and development process and
complement the state in its guest o achieve socio-
econamic transformation of tha country.

& Government at all levels should change their
adversarial perception of MSAs and rather see them as
partners in progress.

9. On their part, Non-Sate Actors!Civil Society
Organizations should make conscious efforts to
address issues affecting their credikility and
acceptability as partners in development such as weak
institutional capacity, lack of intemal democracy, non-
collabaration among themselves, limited transparency
and accountability in their operations, They should
forge alliances and common front to atiract betier
funding to implement developmeantal activities.

10, Mon-state security actors should complameant the
tarmal security agencies fowards addressing the
current challenging security situation in the country.
They should however be well frained and regulated so
thatthey operate within the ambits ofthe law. \

11, The private sector should key into the Glohal
Compact, launched by the United Nations Secretany-
General at the 1929 annual meeting of the \World
Economic Forum, which challenges individual
corporations and representalive business
associations to suppert the nine principles
which relate to human rights, labour, envirenment and
anti-corruption.
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GOVERNMENT OF IMO STATE

SUBJECT: WITH THE FREE EDUCATION PROGRAMME & MORE THAN
1000 VERIFIABLE PROJECTS, IMO PEOPLE WILL DEFINITELY
MISS OWELLE ROCHAS OKOROCHA WHEN HE LEAVES AS GOVERNOR

AND THE FATE OF THE FREE EDUCATION PROGRAMME & THESE PROJECTS IS ONE
OF THE REASQNS HE SUPPORTS THE POPULAR CALL ON LICHE NWQSL

ith the free and
gualitative education

programime in the State

znd more than One thousand e

verifiable projects of the Rescue
Mission Government in the State, Ima
people will definitely miss Owelle
Rochas Ckorocha when ke leaves as
the governor of the State,

The free education programme in the
State which some opponents of the
government had tried to discredit
when it was introduced has vielded
obwvious remarkable results, And aside
the &School cnralment in the Stato
snowhalling from 381,000 in 2011 10
more than One million in 2017, the
State has continued to lead in JAMEB
zpplicationsforthe Seventh time now,

The State has zlso Continued to do
viery well in WAEC Ewams. Forinstance,
in the 2018 Senior 5chool Cartificate
Exarn [SSCE), Lhe Slate came [ilth oul
of the Thirty-5ix States in the Country
and the Federal Capital Territory.

The government also has more than
One thousand verifiable projects to its
Credit and we have been making this
Claim and nobody has said it is not
true because the projects are visible
with locations and can easily be
verified.

We have also been Claiming and
indeed, truthfully that what Governor
Okorocha's administratian has
aehieved in less Lhan eighl years have
gone beyand all that those who had
govarned the State before him had
achieved, when vou put them
together. Nobody had also Challenged
usartried to fault our Clairms.

TO RUN FOR THE 20189 GUBER

|I.

And we have equally gone extra-mile
to say that anybody who fea's that he
has a Cantrary Claim ta curs should
indicate, and the best way to deal with
such claim and counter-claim is for
those Concerned to iternize their
Claims, publish them for public
Consurnptian, whi'e we also publish
ours, for comparative analysis.

Thoze who had abused Governor
COkorocha over Lthe wrban renewdl
programme have today regretted
their action hecause they have seen
the goodness of the Programme. All
the major roads in Owerri, the State
Capital have now been transformed
from cne lane to eight or twelve lanes
including Banls Road, Amakohia road,
Okizwe road, wWethedral road, with
that of Douglas road on-going, Owerri
15 now a remodeled State Capital.

Some people have also talked about
Chief 5am Mbakwe. Chisf Mbakwe
was a Hero., Imao people would
Caontinue to Celebrate him. One had

wished that those who had governed
the State after him would have
Continued from where he stopped,
but they rather sold some of the things
he did for the State like the Resin Paint
Industry Mhaise and Owerri Fheiri
Paper Indusing

But Rochas Okorocha came and
repurchased those Companies from
the buyers, and rehabilitated them far
operations. He even handed over the
Resin Paint Industry to a foreizn firm,
the SkyRun Industry and the Company
is daing very well.

Imo peaple khow these facts and even
the opposition. But the opposition in
the state tries to run down these
projects hecause they want Power
They want Political Power to take aver
the governorship of the State, but Imo
poople would notwant to core down
from the standard Rochas Qkarocha
hasselin Lhe Slale,

Itis also what hecomes the fate of the
free education programme that has
stopped hawking in the State and
these projects that propelled
Governor Okorocha to subscribe to
Lhe Clarion call ol imo people on Uche
Mwosu to run for the governarship of
the Statein #0149,

Ihe worryisthat if someone who does
not know the “magic” bahind 21l that
Rochas Ckorocha has achieved orwho
does not have a similar Spirit, could
destroy all these without minding the
implications.

But the truth of the matter is that the
people of the State will definitaly miss
Rochas Ckorocha when he departs as
their governor.
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CREATE ROOM FOR I}HEIIIBIE POLLS IN RIVERS STATE,
EUROPEAN AMBASSADORS TELL FG

arried b the vielenee that marred

the Pert fMlarcowst State

Constilugney Three  Hlection,
Ambaszadar of lrelanc to Nigeria, Sean How
hets gaalled v the Fegleral Government U inke
abeps 1o crsare That elections are conducted
wathin the ambatafthe ryle of law,
Stmilarly, the European Tinior Ambassador
i MNiperia, Mro ketil Karlson declared
meaures st b placed o grood by the
refevant authorilies w check oorepeat of the
clectoral violense on Augast 18, 2008 4t the
Powt TTarcourt Stare Constitueney Three,
Both amibaseadors spoke oa Monday at the
Crovvernmant Honse Port Harcood after a
meeting with the Rivers Slowe Govemor,
Kyesom Ezenwo Wik,
Arthasaador of Trelane to Migona, Scan Hose
iy W sl alwres Tollons the mile ol Taw,
Boeause electon without the mle of law is
e sl

A s mot woodd for rood Fovernanee
Lle Irish Anbassador noved ther they wene

n Rivers Seate to partieipate m s prosmantme

orpanized by INEC to improve vonth
pamicipation in clections

He sl "We emphasised that the vourhs
1MWt reciater to exercise their riakr o vote”,
Lhe Zuwropeen Union Ambassador to
Migeria, Mr Ketil  Karlson commenided
INEC forthe acticn it took aftsr the vislence
durmg the For Hateogrt Stake Conshinenay
Thees Elecrion.

"W have conunended the work of IMEC
They have laken an important step sood
stance on the Port Harcourt State
Comstitnency Three Tlection,

“Meisures should be loken so thal we don'l
g similar evonts 10 the fimere clections
comming upin February and March nest yeir
" the European UnionAmbassador said.

He expressed concem about the vislenes
during the Bye-Elactinn,

Responding. Rivers Slale Governor,
Myesarn Ezenwno Wike sald ir was
emharrassing thal electivns could ot be
conducted mojust Bowarnds, savioe nobody
priys for s repeat of the ughy situation.

He said: "1t i5 so embarrazs.ngz that the police
cannot segnre eight wands and 142 Polling
Ilmirs. W hat will bappen when elections will
e conducted in 2447 Palling Hwils.
Wi enes will mor help:

"l hove told the tolemutiona] cormmunity tha
wir want free amd fair eleerions. Anvhods
who walched  what  happened on [&ch
Aungust, 2018 will koow that i we bacl
selaliated o old oo people B come sul, i
wold have becn worse”,

He shated that the enbre world saw the
aurvenvors of violeace. saving thar Nioerans
nond (fee sl provnotbers alviclenue,

“We said, let the system play put so that we
emond what they mtend to dooan 2008, For s
as a povernment and &5 a people. we will
comtimes b soppor. free and fairelactions ",

Wil g (hes intermmtional cirmmanily L
nrevall on te Security agencics 1 Promse
thie enubbing envivonment  lor credible
electioas. hie noted thar only credible polls
weillenbimee the mlerestol the people,
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