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Professor E.AC Nwanze was
barn on 157 lan, 1949 to the
great teacher and Agric Master
bir- A. €. Wwanze of Umuda,
Umuaji rts Asaba, Delta State.

He attended several Pry schoals
in the then Woestern Region of
Migeria, obtaining his Pry V|

leaving Certificate in 1961 from |

Council/Township Pry Sch.
Sapele. He was at Loyola
College, thadan from 1862 and
ohbtained his W.A.5.Cin 1966 in
Drivision 1.

He was at the University of
Ibadan between 1968 and 1572
where he obtained B.5c. [Hon)
degree |n Chemistry. Between
1872 and 1976, he was at the
Department of Molecular
\Science, of the University of
Warwick, Coventry, LK. where
~ he obtained both M.Sc. and
Ph.D degrees in 1973 and 1976
respectively.

He |oined the University of
Benin as Lecturer [1in 1976 and
rose steadily to the position of
Scnior Lecturerin 1981, In 1987,
he was appointed straight to the
position of full protessor of
Biochemistry without going
through Associate
Professorship, avery rare featin
academia.

Professor Nwanze is 3 most
distinguished and accomplished
international scholar of world
repute, who is renowned for his
cantributions: in the field of
Medical Sciences, particularly in
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the specialty of Meurobiochemistry, in a
University teaching career spanning
ower 36 years, he has been involved in
the training of ower 10 000 doctors,
pharmacists and scientists. He has
supervised and graduated over 12
Ph.0:s many of whom have gone on to
become highly regarded Professors in
their own right. Professor Nwanze has
pubished over 70 Scientific articles and
is a member of the New York Academy
of Science [(NYAS]: intermaticnal Brain
Research Organization (IBRO) and
Research Board of Advisor of the
American Biographical institute.

He has held several Visiting

Scholar/Professor positions notably ar

(I} the Dept of Biochemistry and
Biophysics, Sterling Hall of Medicing,
Yale University, New Haven. Conn. USA
in 1974/75; (i) the Dept of Histology,
Karclinska Institute , Stockholm

Sweden in 1980/81 and 1985/86 and
{iii}, Dept of Pharmacology, University of

| appointed Vice-Chancellor of!
*| one of the first generatmnl

d the University of Benin to its

_they are blessed with four

s,

d
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Milan, via 32, Vanvitelli, Milano.
ltaly in 1990/91.

Apart from this scholarship,
Professor Nwanze has cxcelled
in his career by attaining the
apex of his calling as a University

administrator, when he was
y!

Federal Universities, the

0 University of Benin, in 2004 by

the then President of Migeria,
Chief Olusepun Obasanjo GCFR.

During his tenure, he steered

highest levels of glory,
culminating in its winning thc.
position of Hecond Best
University in the
Commonwealth in 2006,
Between 2006 and 2009 during
his tenure as Vice-Chancellor,
the University of Benin was 'H'IEI
lopmosl ranked ngerldn
University in the Webometric
World University Rankings.

For this immense contribution
to education in Nigeria, Mrn
President in 2007 wrote him a
special commendation letter.
He was also elécted chairman of
the respected and pre-eminent
body of all Vice-Chancellor in
Nigeria {the Committee of Vice-
Chancellors or CVC).

Professor Nwanze is married to
Barr. (Mrs.) V.C. Nwanze and

children.
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MADATORY MUST DOs FOR
WORLD CLASS EDUCATION

BY E.A.C. NWANZE, BSc, MSc, PhD, DIS.

(Professor of Neurobiochemistry & Vice- Chancellor UNIBEN 2004-2009).

SUB-THEMES:

{i) RE-ENGINEERING UNIBEN FOR GLOBAL STANDARD.

{ii) THE FALLING STANDARD OF EDUCATION IN NIGERIA.

{iii) A DIRECT CONSEQUENCE OF THE GROWTH OF MALPRACTICES

IN THE COMMUNITY AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. [OUR COMMON GUILT]

PREAMBLE

The title page boldly and unapologetically
proclaims the tautology implied by the phrase
'Madatary and commands. The author draws
from his experiences with tertiary education In
Migeria and elsewhere in the last fifty years since
he was admitted into the Prelim Honours
Chemistry class, of the University of Ibadan in
1968 and more cspecially from the 30 years he
has been a full Professar of Biochemistry, in Benin
since 1987,

Furthermore, the series of hypothesis,
propositions and conclusions being advocated
here, derive from carcfully orchestrated and
systematically applied methodologies designed
to bring the standard of education in the
University of Benin to universally acknowledged
and globally recommended levels in the period
2004 to 2009, when it pleased God to appoint the
author, Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Benin. it is beyond dispute that the standard of
Education In our dear country Nigeria has failen,
albeit almost collapsed completely. This sad state
of affairs is a direct consequence of the neglect
and malpractices in our communities and
educational institutions over so many decades,
most especially since independence in 1960, It is
simply our common guilt and shame and the
situation demands redress.

In acknowledging our failures in these matters,
we must reflect on some wvery important

philosophical concepts that are abiding in
Education. Underscore the three
truths/aphorisms associated with Education, The
first aphorism is that Education is simply the
enlightenment of the entity be it an individual or
Group. Secondly if we fix Education, we fix the
society and finally, the third being that Education
is an all life experience hence it is said to span
from cradle to grave.

EDUCATION: FROM CRADILE TO THE GRAVE

The abowve apharism is probably only true and
fully applicable to education. We indeed begin to
learn from the moment we are born until we die.
Education of the individual can thercfore be
segmented time-wisely into pre-primary [créche
and nursery), primary, secondary, tertiary, and
out of formal school (Diaspora) experiences.
Damage cause by circumstances such as poor
planning in the créche and nursery domains can
often be remedied in later life. Thisisin the sense
that these two early stages of education, until
very recent times were largely domiciled in the
home under the most liberal, non-formal and
expansive, as well as tolerant and permissive
conditions. Hence any such short comings were
said 1o be redeemable. On the other hand,
damage caused in the more formalized setting of
primary to tertiary education is almost practically
irredeemable by comparism. It may even shock
the reader that we may have to expand the slogan
form 'Education is from cradle to grave' to
'Education is from conception [/ Antenatal to
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grave' on account of recent findings regarding
prenatal intelligence which some have coined as
“"armniotic fluid learning”. The second aphorism
“FIX EDUCATION AND FIX LIFE” from which this
illustration takes its therefore even a more
campelling truism.

THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM

The problem in the Nigerian Education setting is
traceable to the level of neglect of the sectar by
policy formulators owver several years.
Arhitrariness, impunity and lack of standards
were the order of the day with the concamitant
result that malfeasances such as admission
racketeering, cultism, exam malpractices,
plagiarism, sexual harassment etc become the
order of the day. Collectively we studied and
implemented designer antidotes to cure these
rnaladies in the University of Benin between the
years 2004-2009. It thus became very clear early
in 2004 that we had to obtain adeguate
backzround data so as to he able to
comprehensively attack the problem. We thus
assembled a study team comprising all the
expearts in diverse but requisite specialties.

WHAT IS WORLD CLASS EDUCATION?

World class education is generally defined as
Education compliant with internationally
acceptable and globally applicable norms. It is
well known that there are factors which can either
positively or negatively impact education
standard. The factors which inhibit or foster
education were well chronicled as enumerated.
From their findings and recommendations, we
were thercfore able to establish in very clear
terms the factor needed to turn our university
around. It is related to very important almost
umbilical cord relationship between TOWN and
GOWNM for the successful execution of world class
education. 5o also important education
compliant to global standards,

In the synergy that should interplay between,
global and international standards with the direct
transferability in the standard of education
procured anywhere in the world, Irrespective of
language of transmission. To the right of the
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diagram and are stated ftactors, such as
underfunding, inadequate remuneration,
malfeasances and malpractices, brain drain etc
which seriously compromise standards.

EFFECTS OF 1985 SAP ON NIGERIAN
EDUCATION

One of the most dramatic negative impacts on
Nigerian Education was the implementation of
the 1985 Structural Adjustment Programmed,
The 5AP effects of 1985 which practically
devalued the naira so dismally compared to the
doliar {exchange rate with he dollar plummeted
fram 1:1, dollar/naira too 1:11 dollar/Naira) so
negatively impacted education from the dual
perspectives of serious under funding of services
of Migerian educational institutions and the
closely related remuneration of the teachers,
leading to the mass exodus of supporting
supplementary experts from African and Asian
countries in particular. The years 1985-199(0,
Migeria lost the services of over 10,000 indian and
6,000 Ghanian experts in diverse secondary and
tertiary schools across the length and breadth of
the country. Superimposed an the aver 10,000
gualified Nigerian medical personnel [doctors &
other health personnel] whao similarly left our
shores because of the prohibitive exchange rate
of the naira, it is easy to see how our teaching
hospitals declined in both competency and

capacity.

HISTORY OF
NIGERIA

The military incursion into governance in Nigeria
in the mid sixtics and the subscquent take over
of schools by government marked the beginning
of the erosion and decline in standards. The
gttendant over-militarization of the society and
rise in culture of impunity to access deliverables
within the institutions provided the platforms for
groups to manipulate the sysiem to their
advantage. Astime passed by, such groups quickly
metamorphosed into secret cults with huge
resources and access to power, for even greater
self-sustenance and promotion of sectional
interests. In institutions of higher learning in
particular, fraternities and sororities quickly

VIOLENCE IN EDUCATION [N
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hecame fertile ground for violent cults to take a
hold in and flourish and perpetuate themselves as
fiefdams of power and influgnce. Secret cults
were certainly not alien to the larger society.
However the recruitment of active foot soilders
from the institutions by politicians and those
seeking one form of dominance of the other
praduced the degenerate situation confronting
us now.

THE VICIOUS CYCLE

Entitled Sociological studies of Campus Violence
in Migerian Universities-45 years of Rermote and
immediate Causes, is probably the high peint and
one of the main findings of the experts. It clearly
identified the over-play of the displacement of
democratic governance and increasing violence
on account of the increasing militarization of the
people's phyche in the intervening 45 years of the
study period, between 1960 and 2004.

The figure titled 'Town and Gown in the Maonster
of Cultism' appropriately describes the inter-
relationship and interface between the larger
society and cult groups in our various institutions
of learning. The infiltration of influence from the
sphere of politics and governance and the general
society into the educational sector with the
negative desire of recruiting youths into their
‘armies’ to be deployed for violent attacks on
political rivals has really dangerously
compromised educational standards. The data
presented here was obtained from an exhaustive
research into the sociology of campus violence in
Migerian universities since independence in 1960,

It reveals clearly how cultism, in tertiary
institutions in particular, is sustained by wealthy
barons in all tiers of society. Top government
officials in all sectors of the economy including
the executive, the legislature, the judiciary, the
security agencies and senior educators are part of
this dangerous conspiracy.

Lower tiers of the educational sector are not left
out. Primary and Secondary educational
institutions have become breeder grounds that
graduate violent adherents into the higher
institutions resulting in a cataclysmic outcome in
society. It s indeed a very vicious cycle that has
practically consumed the society. All the ills of
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insurgency, armed robhery,
kidnapping, abductions and other violent vices
take root from the activities of these miscreantsin
oursociety,

These studies clearly revealed as has never been
seen before, the strong correlation between
violence on campus and stability of the academic

terrorism,

calendar,

THE CLARION CALL

There is no way in which quality education,
commensurate with global standards can co-exist
with the present state of affairs in our schools.
Unfortunately, most Education summits and their
organizers erroneously embrace the usual clarion
call by most advocates that more funding should
be provided for the education budget. However |
wish to reiterate my repeated calls for a complete
paradigm shiftin ourapproach.

The problem is much more fundamental than the
usual call for improved funding, increase in
funding to the institutions in their present state of
anamy may not have the much desired effect, it
may ratherend up further enriching some greedy
school managers. The paradigm shift is what we
applied to the University of Benin in the years
2004-2009 during which time this authar had the
privilege of being the helmsman. Therefore, with
humility, | posit that these views are borne out of
over 50 years of direct outcome of a
comprehensive sociclogical appraisal of the
problems with the Nigerian umiversity system.
Experts in all aspects of human behavior were
recruited and commissioned to examine the
problemin its entire ramifications.

The baseline for global /international standards in
education at all levels was defined
unambiguously. It became evident thal the decay
was largely as a result of the flight of 'Best
Practices and convivial education ethics and
ethos' otherwise referred to as [glebal or
international standards] as depicted. At the end
of this far reaching study, the factors responsible
forthe fall inthe standard of education in Nigerian
post independence and up to the year 2004 were
enumerated as previously reproduced, "The
Sociclogical studies of campus violence in
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MNigerian universities — 45 years of remote and
immediate causes. “Therefore the clarion call
became "To revamp Nigerian Education, we must
enthrone best practices and international
standards.”

THE 2004 “IDES OF MARCH" EXPERIENCE AT
UNIBEN

The cult Renunciatian, Reformation,
Reconciliation and Rehabilitation Committee CR,
C, was bornc out of the 'ides of March'
experience. On March 12" 2004, barely one
month into my administration as the 7" Vice
Chancellor of the University of Benin, a heinously
violent cult attack occurred in the grounds of the
Madical School Complex of the University of
Benin. | have labeled it “the baptism of fire” it was
laced with all the hallmarks of fearsome brutality
as well as a clear message of intimidation to the
entire University community. The attackers
descended on their victim in broad daylight by
1pm and in the full glare and gaze of over a
thousand students writing their end of year
examinations. They literarily forced the young
man to his knees and beheaded him, with blood
splattering everywhere, even up to the 4" floor of
the College complex overlooking the greens. The
police report conveyed the elaborate criminal
conspiracies and planning that must have
preceded this unfortunate atrocity.

Based on our findings and on the Police report,
we became convinced that we must review and
indeed revolutionize our approach to dealing
with menace, The tried conventional methods of
banning the cult groups, =xpelling implicated
rmembers and handling adherents over to
security agencies, had long hecome ohsolete.
Ratherthe cultists adapted by adopting increascd
secrecy and by progressively adopting more
terrifying tactics in their methods, The Police
report confirmed further, that the victim, a repeat
final year medical student, who was trailed to the
venue of his last examination by his assailants,
was in fact a rival cult lecader and had been
fingered in previous cult killings. He had heen on
the radar of his executioners, who he had
successfully eluded for over two years.
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They trailed him to his last repeat examination
paper, which they were sure he would miss anly
at the expense of forfeiting his medical degree
altogether. It was indeed a gruesome and
monstrous attack which drove us to the
conclusions that a paradigm shift was urgently
required. Clearly there was no way in which we
could match force with force, with AKA7 gun
totting sadists in broad daylight on campus. These
were clearly depraved minds and what we
needed maost urgently was a means of winning
back 'lost souls' it had to be a method with
firmness but laced with required understanding,
compassion and humaneness. We tagged it the
“Christlike” approach.

This approach we acronymedCR,C or the Cult
Renunciation, Reformation, Reconciliation and
Rehabilitation Committee. It was a marked
departure from the conventional cult Rensuncing
Committees which most institutions had
established on campuses across the country. The
conventional cult renunciation commitiee were
themselves ultimatum machines, with the direct
threat of quit or be expelled: which the culprits
guickly developed a thick skin towards, But the
CR.C (as described here) has a biblical undertone
and it derived from the events on Mount Calvary
during the crucifixion and from the lesson from
our Lord's benevolent and compassionate and
humane reclamation of the repentant thief,

The gospel according to St.Luke 23:* explicitly
espouses renunciation (R,) in the retort of the
good thief to the bad thief in verse 40; whilst it
espouses reformation (R,) in his utterance in
verse 41 and reconciliation (R,) in verse 42 in his
conceding the justice of his present station
against the injustice of our Lord's case, He is
eventually rehabilitated (R.) when our Lord
promises him Paradise in verse 43 The CR.C was
made up of ministers from all faiths and
denominations on campus.

We were less interested in what punitive
measures to mete out to the repentant cultist,
than in the injunction to “go and sin no more™. It
was made very clear from the onset that the
Priest or Pastor or Reverend or Imam to which the

|2
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individual reported for renunciation, owed
the University no Obligation to disclose the
encounter. Any records kept of the encounter
was completely confidential and only used for
the purpose of monitoring compliance. It was
not passed to managemenl, because we had
absolutely no need for it, since we were
determined to keep our word, that there was
no punishment for those who voluntarily
opted to come out of the cults,

THE PARADIGM SHIFT TO BEST PRACTICES
FOR GLOBAL AND INTERNATIONAL
STANDARDS

(a) Mandatory Must Do steps: At the end of
our study we had defined in very clear terms
those practices, which are not only
campelling [Mandatory] but are at the same
time essential [Must do] if you must aim for
global standards. It is, in order to underline
their wvital nocessity for rovamping the
decadence that had so brazenly taken over
the entire education space, that we, taking
advantage, of poetic license coined the
phrase “MANDATORY MUST DO Thercfore
the list of "Mandatory must do” for world
class education. These steps capture the
essence of the battle to be waged to reclaim
or revamp the Nigerian education system;
with particular reference to education at the
tertiary level. The list is sufficiently exhaustive
and it is recommended to management of
each institution to prioritize them as reguired
in their own peculiar setting. The emphasis of
this report is on our very successful approach
to sanitize admissions, via our introduction of
the post university matriculation examination
(PUME) and control and elimination of
violence oncampus viathe CR,C.

UNIBEN PRAYS

The role of religion and decent morality in
society can never be over-emphasized. Even
in the most atheistic socicty, regard for the
rights of others must be inculcated in every
member of that society, otherwise impunity
and cavalier arbitrariness will become the
order of the day. The UMNIBEN Prays
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programme was informed by the need to encourage
prayer and Godliness in the community. Two days,
one in each semester, were set aside each session for
a well-advertised prayer crusade on campus. There
was no compulsion to attend but we never lacked the
overflow of the school stadium, Preachers from all
denominations and even rencunced cultists from
schools and the larger the society were invited 1o give
talks and share their experiences with the audiences.
There is no doubting the fact that well organized
prayer fellowships on campus synchronise well for
the desired moral conduct and peace inschool.

THE POST-UME DEBACLE

The level of decadence in our admission processes
had attained intolerable dimensions. Students were
finding themselves into our classrooms through a
combination of the worst kinds of conspiracies
between middle men and admission racketeers who
had gone too far; sometimes to the extent of hacking
into the JAME records. We had a bruising battle with
the authorities in JAMB until through a combination
of fortuitous good luck, and with the conviction of the
then Honourable Minister of Education, Mrs. Nara
Obaji and indeed the objective mediation of the then
President Gen. Olusegun Obasanjo we were
permitted to screen (PUME) aur new entrants. The
results of our first attempt at PUME in the 2004/2005
academic session were so sensational as to be
bkranded the reformation in University admissions in
Migeria. At the end of their 100L in 2005/2006 their
sessional exam results confirmed the unequivocal
conclusion that we succeeded in screening quality
into the university. My higgest alarm is why in
Heavens name are those who claim to love this
country, constantly after the PLIME,

UNIBEN WORKSCHEME

Qur earlier studies had revealed to us that whilst the
recruiters of cultists often target the children and
wards of the rich and privileged, the impoverished
and those who are idle can be sucked — sometimes,
even before realizing what had happened to them.
We figured that for any individual so impoverished as
to be unable to meet everyday needs, we must offer
the opportunity to earn a small stipend {usually not
exceeding =N= 2,500.00 per week] which can obviate
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their predicament. A proposal was sent to
the University Governing Council to
appropriate the funds, Therefore bonafide
students who wished to earn a little stipend
to augment their allowances, were offered
minor hands on engagements such as
laboratory attendants where they

heiped in washing up in the labs; library
attendants where they helped in cataloguing
and shelving of hooks in the library: campus
shuttle operators for those who possess
genuine driving licenses etc. The point to
keep in mind is that such engagement must
be limited in time and scope as not 1o
impugn the primary academic engagement
of the student. The work scheme was so
successful that within the first year of its
introduction we were swarmed and
overwhelmed by the patronage. There is
indeed dignity in labour,

THE DESIGN FORUNIBEN

The design for the University of Benin is a
three-pronged approach incorporating, the
CR,C, Uniben Work scheme and Uniben
Prays simultaneously as depicted. The
conscious and dutiful implementation of the
Uniben design produced phenomenal
results, leading to the transformation of the
university.

In the space of just three academic sessions,
{2004, 2005, & 2006) we progressed from
being the most cult-ridden and violent
campus in Nigeria; with no ranking
whatsoever, among the first 300 universities
in Africa or amang the first 8000 universities
in the world, to being ranked no | among
MNigerian Universities, and no 32 among
African Universities and no 4904 among
World Universities. These rankings are
recorded in the section dealing with the

honours and awards.

ENHANCE THE ENVIRONMENT

Of necessity, the revamp of decrepit and
almost abandoned structure is pursued
holistically, almost to the point of total
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overhaul. Cleanness is next to Godliness the saying
goes, This is even truer in an institution harbouring
large numbers of young people. We thus took very
conscious steps to raise the level of hygiene in the
environment as was attested to by all who visited the
University during the period in gquestion. Huge costs
were expended to regularly mow the lawns, maintain
services in the hostels, classes and offices as well as
ensure well paved and well lit roads all over the entire
University. These can be seen from the pictures and
exposures. The business houses were not left out as
they also too the cue and constructed state of the art
husiness premises and centres.,

UNNERSITY FUNCTIONAL
ORGANOGRAM/COMMITTEES

Every management worth its salt must not only
familiarize itself with laws and edicts governing the
institution, but must at all times be prepared to
enforce same. The University has a guiding functional
organogram and operates largely on the committee
systamn. Both of these are designed to ensure optimal
democratization of governance.

ENHANCE EXAM & TEACHING ETHICS

Ranking highest among the critical values that confer
international and glohal standards an any institution
are the integrity and conduct of the core businesses of
teaching and assessments and examinations. When
these are in anyway compromised thenitis “garbagein
garbage out”. It thus is hardly surprising that the
country has had such diminishing returns in the quality
of productsthat

The MNigerian university system has been churning out
in the last sixty years. We were resolved that this was
s0 important as to warrant the establishment of a
university wide ethics committee, with offshoots and
domains in each faculty. Also, apart from the
traditional external and internal accreditation
processes, we set up University wide, Student
Assessment of Teachers boards, which regularly
reports on the teaching competencies of each teacher.
with all these we were able to root out, to their barest
minima, mal-practices and malfeasances such as
hlocking, sarting, sexual harassment, plagiarism, and
other forms of extortion.
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OUR RESULTS WERE PHENOMENTAL

In the short space of 2 years the pay-back and good yield was reporting in that.

(i) Uniben was magically rid of viclence by 2005,

(i1} Uniben never lost a session to closures again between 2004-2009.

{ifi} Uniben adjudged best improved University in Nigeria in 2006.

(iv] Uniben was adjudged second best improved University in the common wealth
by the ACU in November 2006.

(v)  Uniben topped all Nigerian Universities in the Webiotric Ranking of World
universities & was 32" in Africa July 2007.

AWARDS & HONOURS

[a] INTERNATONAL APPRAISAL

Even before we got into the external radar of recognition, our measurement of the scope
and success of our efforts were showing good progress of our revamping of the
University. For example, figured3 clearly shows the considerable reduction, to almost
zero, of the percentage incident of cult related violence on campus with the introduction
of the CR4C in 2005 & 2006. Similarly the data on students Union Elections in figure 44
confirms that contrary to what happened in previous years, as from 2004, the University
recorded 100% violence free elections: a direct barometer of the peace on campus.

[b] NUC ASSESSMENT
The annual NUC award for the Nigerian University that has made the most significant
improvement was won by Uniben in 2005.

[c] WEBOMETRIC RANKING OF WORLD UNIVERSITIES

World Universities are usually ranked biannually, by authorized ranking agencies. Among
the most widely accepted ranking agency is the CSIC a European based ranking
organization headquartered in Spain. In their July 2007 rankings, University of Benin
ranked 32 among African Universities, topping all other Nigerian Universities, it was alseo,
the first time of a Nigerian University emerging among the first100 Universities in Africa.
The Webometric Rankings as released in July 2007 are reported in figures 46-50. There is
absolutely no gain saying the truth that these huge leaps in the ranking and
internationalization of the University are a direct consequence of the overhaul and
revamp and internationalization of the University of Benin.

[d] ACU RANKING

By November 2006, University of Benin emerged the second best improved university in
the Commonwealth in a competition organized by the Times Higher Awards based in the
United Kingdom and recognized and approved by the Association of Commonwealth
Universities (ACU). The award was conferred at the Commonwealth University Education
Ministerial Conference in Cape Town South Africa, in Nov. 2006. The nomination and
selection are posted. The summary of the findings of the selection board for the best

Commonwealth University in that competition is instructive and is reproduced. The
N |1?
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premium placed on best practices, culture of decent ethos and global and international
standards is not in doubt at all. In figure 54, | have registered my frustration at the putrid
state of affairs in our society in spite of ouremerging second bestin that competition.

7.0 THE PROPOSAL AND RECOMMENDATION FOR THE NATION

We therefore make bold to recommend the Design for Uniben as a template for the
Design for the Nation. A major overhaul of curriculum is NOT being advocated here.
Rather, institutions and their managers are required to implement the three pronged
reforms in the design to suit their peculiar circumstances. In other words, ever institution
will be required to establish their version of CR,C whilst making sure that adeguate moral
counseling as provided for in Uniben Prays [to be re-designated “the institution Prays”] is
encouraged. For institutions run by faith based organizations, they may already have
adeguate enough methaods of achieving this intheir curriculum. It is especially important
that the third component of the design i.e the work scheme is implemented within
available resources.

The second part of the design is hosted at the state level with the Governor as the chief
host we envisage that one day in the year is set aside and declared as “State Prays day”.
Prominent National/international figures may be invited to preach and sermonize and
counsel on the premium of solid educational ethos ata 2-3 hour crusade.

9.0 CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMEDATIONS

Education is capital intensive and no investment in education if appropriately channeled
and utilized is worthless. Education is the pivot on which society revolves; society
neglects it as its own peril. Security, the very fabric from which society is woven is the first
male born child of education. Education secures the child because fear or lack of
confidence takes flight when the unknown becomes known. Knowledge is power so the
saying goes. Education secures the citizenry. Education secures the society. Education
secures the nation. We therefore are condemned to the extent to which are anxious to
devote more time and energy on other irrelevance whilst looking away from the
education sector. Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, we are at the critical junction.

The erstwhile former Prime Minister of Britain posits in his manifesto in 2005 that he has
only three priorities: EDUCATION!! EDUCATION!! EDUCATION!! The Government is
therefore, in a very vantage position to drive the reorientation and revamping of the
education sector in the state and nation. With profuse humility and no offence intended
in any way, | maintain that this generation of managers of education and drivers of
education, will be failing ourselves, our society, our state and our nation if we do nothing.
Some home truths become imperative here; our generation, the senior citizens (those
above sixty have become obsolete in this equation) if only because any energy devoted
to reforming their inflexible ways can only be exercise in futility.
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Therefore the meaningful target groups are
those actively in schools, from primary to
tertiary (age bracket 5-40yrs).

We must not play the ostrich. The ostrich is
fabled for its evasiveness from real and
impending danger. Worse still we must not
play the millipede. The millipede is
probably the only animal with a defence
mechanism which is exclusively premised
on the negative philosophy of changing
course, at all times, in the event of an
encounter with any ohstacle.

Therefore in concluding, let us remember
the slogan “fix education now and fix the

future”.

If we neglect to do that now:; do not be

NEWS PLATFORM

surprised to find that for decades to come
we are still running from pillar to post trying
to arbitrate in inter-ethnic boundary
disputes.

As a way forward, | propose that a
committee to prepare the appropriate
blue/template/costing for intervention in
the education sector in the entire nation be
commissioned with a view to revamping
and restoring global and international
standards in ALLOUR SCHOOLS.

Itis very achievable within our resources.
Then iike our experience in Uniben, you will
in a very short while, marvel the
transformation you would have brought
about in the nation state.

NEWS FLATFORM 14
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SEX FOR MARKS

round the 7th of April,
2018 or there about,
there was an audio
conversation between a man
and a |lady which was

sensationally trending on social

media because of its explicit
sexual tone. After thorough
investigation, it was discovered
thatthe said audio conversation
was between a lecturer and a
student of our University [DAU)
who were later identified to be
Professor Richard Akindele and
Ms Maonica Osagie.

To save the image of the
University and to unravel the
circumstances that surrounded
the whole saga, the University
Management set up a
committee and mandated it to
submit (ts report within a week.
Furthermore, the Management
issued a guery to Professor
Richard Akindele to explain his
role after which he was
suspended pending the final
determination of the case in
line with the University
regulations,

Although the committee invited
the two persans involved, anly
Professor Akindele could be
initially reached and invited.

THiS mecessitated SEhe
submission of an interim report.
However, when the committoo
eventually succeeded in inviting
Ms Monica Osagic, and finally
concluded its sittings, it then
submitted its final report to the
hanagement.

To disapuse the minds of the
general public on the issue of ah
alleged cover-up, the Vice-
Chancellor, en two occasions,
issucd press releases that were
persaonally signed by him. The
press releases were maxirmnally
published by wvirtually all the
media houses and aired by
Radio and Television Stations
across the globe, Last Thursday,
14th June, 2018, the University

Senate cansidered the
Committee's Findings that
{1) Professor Akindele had an
inappropriate relationship with
his student Miss Osagie. This
was established through their
conversation in the audio
recording; his reply to the
query; the oral evidence; and
the printed '"WhatsApp
conversations' tendered before
the Committee,

{2} He had acted in a manner
that is seen ta have
compromised his position as a
teacher and examiner, in that,
his conversations with Miss
Osagie were about examination
scores and inducement of
favour for the alteration of
examination scores,

{3) He offered to change Miss
Osagie's purported “33%"
result to a3 ‘pass mark in
consideration for
favours, this was established in
the audio recording which he
admitied.

sexual

{4} His claim that Miss Osagie
knew that she had passed witha
score of 45" but was secking to
score an 'A' and that this led to
him being sexually harassed by
Miss Osagie cannot be
supported by any evidence.

(5) Professor Akindele's
actions in reguesting for sexual
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favours from Miss Osagie to change her
examination scores was scandalous behavior
that has brought ridicule to the name of the
University and has tarnished the reputation of
the University, as it portrays the University as an
institution where its teachers and examiners
trade marks for sexual favours.

() From the evidence, Miss Osagie had no idea
that she scored '45", a pass mark as later claimed
by Professor Akindele, although she |later found
out she did not fail the course.

{7) FProfessor Akindele's claim that he reported
Miss Osagie's 'harassment’ to his colleagues
cannot be supparted by any evidence as all his
colleagues denied it and one mentioned that she
only talked about the matter with him after the
audio recording was released over the internet.

{8) Professor Akindele operated in a position of
power and authority over Miss Osagie and as
such sexually harassed her(9) Professor
Akindele was liahle for all the allegations of
misconduct levelled against him.

Accordingly, the Senate recommended that
Professor Richard Akindele, having been found
liable on all the allegations against him, should
he dismissed from the services of the University.

The Council, at its meeting of today, Wednesday,
20th of lume, 2018, having considered the
recommendation of S5enate, as well asthe report
of the loint Committee of Council and Senate,
decided that Professor Richard | Akindele
should be dismissed from the services of the
University for gross misconduct.

The University has also taken further steps to

ensure the total elimination of Sexual
Harassment (SH) in the QAU Community. The
University has a legal duty to prevent sexual and
gender-based harassment within the institution
and ensure that both men and women are
protected from this menace; and thereby
provide canducive environment for teaching
and learning. To achieve this, the university:

(a} is creating more awareness and
disseminating information an what constitutes
Sexual Harassment (SH) within the university,
and noting the veracity of SH concepts which
include — sexual solicitation and advances, sex
exploitation, prostitution, seduction, pimping,
sexual assault, unwanted touching, vulgar sexual
jokes, rape among others.

These concepts are well specified in the
University Sexual Harassment Policy approved
by the University Councilin 2012;

(b} has putin place a strategic implementation
framewark far the SH Policy which will ensure
effective/rapid redress mechanisms te incidents
of SH. The 5H Policy clearly states mechanisms
for reporting and for dealing with 5H cases
through the committee system. This would be
made maore functional:

will continuously educate staff and students
about their right to seek redress in cases of SH;

{d} has uploaded, on its wehsite, the Sexual
Harassment Palicy, under the administrative
blog, while copies are being given to students at
matriculations, and when staff are newly
recruited:

{e] intends to add 'Zero Tolerance to Sexual
Harassment' as part of its core values, and
openly display this on hill boards.

A whistle-blower policy Is also being developed
by the University.

OAU is fully committed to the eradication of
sexual and other types of harassment from our
tertiary institutions and will do all thatis possible
to nip this menace in the bud. QAU has zero
tolerance for Sexual Harassment and as a
renowned University will do everything
humanly possible to maintain the rules and
regulations of the University.

Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede
Vice-Chancellor June 20, 2018

NEWS FLATFORN 16
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NIGERIA HAS OVER 9,000 PROFESSORS
IN VARSITY SYSTEM, SAYS NUC

here are only 9000

PFrofessor in Nigeria.

This is In the face of
approximately 190 million
people and with a wyouthful
population of over 60 per cent,
only about 9,000 Professors
abound so far in the Nigerian
university system as revealed
by the National universities
commission (NUC)

Cut of the total number , as
recorded in the commission's
database of professors, it
discovered that despite the
low number, there were
duplication of names due to
sabbaticals and other
engagements, while same who
has been sent abroad as
professors were in the actual
facts not prafessars.

The Executive Secretary of the
commission, professor
Abubakar Adamu Rasheed,
who disclosed this, recently,
during the committee of Vice
Chancellors of Nigerian (CVCN)
retreat in Abuja, said the era of
lecturers promoting
themselves to the status of
professors must come to an
end as the commission is
committed to curbing the tide
of fake professorship.

He lamented the
embarrassment that fake
professors have caused the
commission and the nation at
large after being discovered by
foreign institutions who had

accepted letters of
recommendation from it,
saying that a compilation of
the database will be reviewed
on an annual basis and with
the correct and updated figure
made public

According to him, "our record
shows that there are owver
9,000 professors in the
Nigerian universities system
and we have discovered that
there are several duplications
you might see the same name
in Bayero university as well as
in Ahmadu Bello University.

“Sgme  institutions abroad
have called us to say that the
Professors we sent to them are
actually not Professors.
Sometimes the students are
responsible for this fortoo long
in the university the students
begins to call him professor:
within the first year, he feels
uncomfortable but from the
second year, he accepts the
name and begins to address

himself as professor.

“4 directorate of full
professorship is very
important. A list of all the
professors in each university
will be complied on every Vice
Chancellor and the Wice
Chancellors must ensure that
right list is used for
confirmation”

He decried the abuse of
convocation ceremonies says
that it has turned into
jamboree and mere pageantry
especially when honorary
degree are bean awarded.

He called on Vice Chancellors
to ensure discipline in their
institutions and learn to do
that which is globally accepted.
"universities must take
convocation ceremanies very
seriously it has been abused in
Migeria and this must be
addressed. It is not a time for
giving gift and reciting lengthy
recitation.

ities Commission, NUC.
o'y = r
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vears of experience.

Prof Ezemonye is replacing Prof.
Eghosa Osaghae, who had spent
14 years as Vice Chancellor of the
institution.

Unveiling the new VC, the council
chairman, Prof. Sheikh Ahmed
Abdailah, charged Prof. Ezimonye
to build on the success already
established in the institution and
make it greater that he met it.
He said the Prof. Ezemonye was
choosen because of experience
and qualification, assuring of the
board's support in fulfilling the
vision of academic excellence of
the institution.
Earlier. Prof Ezemonye promised
to work assiduously to move the
university to greater heights.
“l intend to build and consclidate
on the existing culture of academic
excellence and engage our
he GoverningEcotoxicology and stydents in academic revolution
Council Ighinedion Environmental Forensics that will serve as an antidote to
University Okada, in the Department of yhemployment and un-
Edo at the weekendA nimal a n d gmployabilityin Nigeria.
announced thecEnvironmental Bioclogy,
appointment of Prof. University of Benin was nn his part, outgoing VC, Prof.
Lawrence lkechukwu until his appointment Eghosa Oshage said, “l am handing
Ezemonye asthe new Vice Deputy Vice-Chancellor qyertocomesne who is more than
Chancellor of igbinedan (Administration of the gpe to not only consolidate on the

University. University of Benin thing we have done and but to take
The Professor of(UNIBEN) with over 30 ¢, university to a greater height ”

Prof Ezemonye

i SO S By o
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ormer Militarythe ordinary man will talk was the best option toward

President, Gen Ibrahim ahout PDP: that is the asset dependingdemocracy.

Babangida (rtd), on the party has and should use “Gradually, my earlier
Saturday expressed optimism to spring backtoreckoning, Suggestion about the
that Peoples Democratic practice of a two-party
Party (PDP) could still rule for “ajready, it is accepted and system is gradually coming to
60 years “provided it can put known. All you have to do is theforeinthe country.

its house in order” work harder and try to
convince the people back to  "In 1899, when | was
The former leader said that yourfold,” he said. advocating for a two-party

the PDP was the only political Bahangida spoke in Minna, System, some of my

party whose presence had when the Strategy and Inter colleagues had their doubts,

been felt, known and part Affairs Cornmittee of the but | told them that it

accepted by the people. PDP presented its report on provides a choice, which is
how to move the partythe first essence of

“PDP's presence is felt not forward, to him. democracy, “he said.

only in Abuja or Lagos, but The former leader re-echoed

down to the lowest level. his support for a two-party Earlier, Prof. lerry Gana,

“If you go to the grassroots, system, and declared that it chairman of the committee,
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had urged the ruling All Progressives Congress
(APC) to allow opposition political parties to
always voice their opinion onissues.

Gana also advised the APC to allow rival parties
to develop so as to offer Nigerians ather options
“atalltimes”.

“The presence of opposition is key to
democratic growth; we must allow
Nigerians to listen to the other side,” he
said.

He described Babangida as “a visionary
leader, who read the future and
advocated a two-party system long ago™.

The News Agency of Nigeria [NAN),
reports that Gana was accompanied by
Ahaji Aminu Wali, Chief Raymond
Dokpesi, Chief Raymond Dokpesi, Chief
Tom |kimi, Mr Emeka |hedioha, Prof.
Rufai Alkali and former Niger governor
Dr. Babangida Aliyu,

Babangida also said there was the
military wing of the PDP STRESSING THAT
THE MOTIVE OF THE MILITARY WING

WAS TO RULE FOR 60 YEARS.

Naming those behind the military wing
included himself. Gen TY Danjuma, Gen
Aliyu Mohammed and Gen Olusegun
Obasanjo which he called IRA Military
wing of the PDP.

PDP RELINGQUISHED POWER TO SAVE
NIGERIA

Facts has also emerged that all the
former Military leaders also supported
General Muhammadu Buhari winning
the Presidential election in 2015. Part of
the reasons why they supported Buhari
was because of their believe that he
could end insurgency and Terrorism
especially in the North, Islamist Terrorist
group Boko Haram was already in
control of some local government areas
in the country especially in the North
East they are also aware of his cult
followership especially among the
youths and the poorinthe North and the
need to return power back tothe North.

il PLAITUNN | 20
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It was also revealed that the former
President Goodluck Jonathan was aware
of the plan and that he would not be
supported to win the re-election but that
he would be given a safe landing,
meaning if he handed over power
peacefully without bloodshed, he would
not be probed and would not be arrested.
The former National Security Adviser to
former President lonathan Col Sambo

'i

Dansuki a well known Babangida loyalist
said that much before he was formally
arrested and kept in house arrest that he
worked for Buhari winning the election
but Buhari was ungrateful, punishing him
instead for the role he played in the 1984
coup that ousted him as a former Military
head of State.

But surprisingly Buhari's emergence as
President further divided and polarized
the country especially clashes between
Fulani Herdsmen and Farmers across the
country, increase in kidnapping, extra
judicial and sectarian killings, Militancy in
the Miger Delta, Economic Recession and
threats of break up by different ethinic
Mationalities in the country such as calls for
Biafra Republic, Oduduwa Republic among
others.

With all these at the back of their minds it has
become imperative that the leaders who were
alsointhe forefrontin the battle to keep Nigeria
united during the last civil wars should
intervene once again to save the country from

4
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CANDIDATES FOR 2019 POLLS

{

i
i

Engr. Buba Galadima

pposition political result in a government of Generation Party (NGP),

parties, signed a pact national unity. The Chairman People for Democratic Change

that would facilitate of the parties took turns to (PDC), Peoples Democratic
the emergence of a commoncondemn the APCParty (PDP) Providence
presidential candidate in next administration. They accused People’s Congress (RAPC).
year ganeral elections. President Muhammadu The Meeting witnessed the
They also agreed to present Buhari of being neporistic and réturn of the NPDP leader,
unity candidates for lamentedgrowinginsecurityin Kawu Baraje, who is a loyal
governorship candidates for the country memberl 0f thi Saraki Political
governorship positions in the They admitted the battle d\rxfnastyln}(wara >tate. 4
16 states, Woild et e mutsy Eae His return ﬂ:IE,'”EEl speculatmn;t:
The Peoples Democratic Party expressed determination to :.-Eiehzzzsﬁ;nj S;;glpalzzftlg
(PDP} signed thepgiveitallittakes. pEthE w0 EhE POP Lt
Memorandum ofThe grand coalition included e :

. ) K weekend, Saraki visited Rivers

Understanding (MOU) with 38 Action Alliance {AA), Alliance o o Nyesar Wiks,
others in a political alliance Tor Democracy (AD), Africa oon i pwart,
under the aegis of Coalition of Democratic Party (ADC),
Unity Political Parties (CUPP). Action Democratic Party ., o0 of R APC, Buba
They resolved to commence (ADP), Demaocratic Alternative
workon a blueprint manifesto. (DA), Democratic Peoples

The alignment is expected to Fa”"f (DPC), National
Conscience Party (NCP), New

Galadima, vowed Buhari
would lose the 2019 election.
The terms of reference of the

AT | 22
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MoU, read by PDP members , of more APC Government into

Chief Tom Ikimi, states that the PDP. some of these Governors The question is will other
parties “shall promote aand the member of the aspirants support whoever
positive reaction tothe failures National Assembly are leaving emerged as the party’s
of the present regime and give the APC because theywerenot candidate in the primaries, or
hope to all our people. The guaranteed automatic ticketin will they also make a protest
parties shall ensure that the the party. will PDP give support back to Buhari as they
coalition is committed (o automalic ticket? if no, what didin 2014.

working togetherin support of happens to them, and their Can Obasanjo who now has
the single presidential ambitions. sympathy for PDP trust Atiku,
candidate to contest the 2018 can Atiku trust kwankwaso
presidential election to Already there are over five who was his boy under PDM
successfully enthrone a true Presidential aspirants rostiling group but later pitched tent
democrat who will salvage the for the ticket of the PDR. they with Obasanjo, Can
nation from the misrule of the include former Vice President Kwankwaso and Shekarau for
APCgovernment.” Atiku Asasakar, former former Government of Kano
But the biggest problems the governors of Kano State Rabiu State Trust one another. These
PDP might face in the months Musa Kwankwaso and Ibrahim are the questions the party
at least is how to manage the Shekarau, former Governor of must answer before going into
gains of the defections of the ligawa State Alhaji Sule the primaries.

All Progressive Congress (APC). lamido, former Gowvernor of

We expect mare member, of leading State and former or should they just supports
the Mational Assembly and National Chairman of the Party neutral person, the person of
State House of Assembly into Alhaji Ahmed Makarfi, Alhaji Aminu Tambuwal,

the PDP from APC. Governor of Gombe State governor of Sokoto State, who
Alhaji Danawambo coming is said to have the backing of
We also expect the defections others. the calipliate

s = S |23
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HISTORY OF

= u Ahuhﬁ];g

he history of Atiku Abubarkar

Presidential Ambition dates back to

1992 when the then Mililary
President Ibrahim Babangida banned Old
Politicians from contesting future
elections, Atiku's political godfather
former Chief of staff Supreme
Headquarters. (GGeneral Shehu Yar Adua
was one of the casualtics ot ban.
Yar Adua then decided to push forward his
anomted son to run, They both belonged
the Social Democratic Party [SDP| Among
the people that contested the SDP
primaries included Chief Moshood Abiola,
Alhajt Babagana Kingibe, Alhaji Atiku
Abubakara , Sarah Jubnl ete. afler the SDP
primaries chief MKO won. But Abiola
needed Yar Adua structures to make an
impact in the general clection of Junc 12,
1993, Yar Adua gave Abiola conditions for
his supports which included picking Atiku
his running mate Abiola agreed, but state
governors the platform of the SDP warned
Abiolanot to take their support for granted,

they preferred Babagana Kingibe as their
candidate for the vice president and they
won, That was how Atiku presidential
ambition started. With the death of General
Shehu Yar' Adua, Atiku become the
Natural and National lcader of his political
machine the PDM.

IN 1999 Atiku Abubakar contested the
governorship election in Adamawa state,
won the election on the platform of the
Peoples Democratic party but ended up
been the running mate to Chief Olusegun
Obasanjo. OBASANJIO/ATIKU won the
presidential election in 1999,

In 2003 fearimg that Obasanjo will not pick
him as his running mate tor the 2003 re
election Atiku tried to tun against his boss,
that was how their crisis startcd. Obasanjo
picked Atiku as his running mate to prevent
him from contesting the poll, but Obasanjo
never forgave him for making him to
prosirale.

In 2007 Atiku contested presidential
election on the plattorm of the Action
Congress. He contested the 2011 PDP
primaries against Goodluck Jonathan and
also primaries against Muhammad Buhari

He lett the PDP in 2006 and desperately
persuaded Bola linubu to join him form
the Action Congress {AC) and contested
the presidency under its platform in 2007,
Atiku was simply pursing his own sclf-
ambition. But, pclccpm cly clection as he
came a distant 3" with a mere two million
votes. What happened after he Tost that
election and lost at the (tribunal was
shocking, Without telling any of lis
compatriots in the AC, he sneaked into
Abeokuta to beg Obaqanjo for
reconciliation! Not only Obsanjo did not
forgive him, but he further lost the
confidence of hig AC compatrnots who
stood by him in his ill-advised fight against



POLITICS

Obasanjo. That brought the end of AC,
expects that Bola Tinubu, being a man of
will, foresight and means, restructured it
into Action Congress of Nigeria (ACN)
and forged back into the PDP in July, 2010,
shortly after the death of President Umaru
Yar' Adua, in the hope ol pushing oul the
Huppusudl}r weak and inexperienced
President Good luck Jonathan. But again
evenls were nol kind o hm, for 1 the
December presidential primaries, Atiku
managed to scoop a mere 800 against
Jonathan's over 2000 votes.

So, when inaugust 2013, Atiku, along with
others, derisively walked out on the PDP at
its national convention and subsequently
Jomed the newly formed All Progressives
Congress (APC), which he described as
his last and [nal political bus-stop, all
those who understand his politics knew
that he would still jump ship the moment
the APC fails to satisfy his self-interest.
Just like his returning to PDP after
President Yar' Adua's death was aimed at
displacing the inexperienced Jonathan', his
Joining APC was also with the native piau
of using the power money to defeat 'poor
General Muhammad Buhari's and gain
APC's presidential nommation Again, like
n the previous two elections, events were
not kind to hun as he woetull}-' lost the
contest, coming a distant e , after Buhar
and Governor Rabiu Kwankwaso - thanks
to Tinubu who refused to allow himself be
bitten twice by the same insects,

ATIKL THE RACEOFMY LIFE

Atiku Abubakar once descnibed hig
journey towards the presidency as the race
of his life calling on all Nigerians to join
hands with him to bring the needed
change of change. He actually started the
change Champaign’ he said the contest was
about uplifting the lives of the forgotten
millions of Nigerians who work very hard
but get very litfle. It is @ contest for and
about millions of our people who have no
work atall , 1t 15 a contest for about nl hons
of hardworkimg middle class families in
Nigeria whose standard of living is

August 2018
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progressively been eroded, it is a contest
for and about the transformation of the
soclo ceonomic landscape of Nigeria. 1t 1s
a contest for and about enthronement of a
more just and equitable society’,

The former Vice President said 'the advent
ol democracy 15 1999 browgeht wilh 1l a
great expectations of a dramatic
improvement of the living standard of our
people. But as vou Know the vastmajority
of our people still wallow in abject poverty
and misery while unemployment and
under unemployment remain
unacceptably high, for instance, despite
the huge increase in our foreign exchange
carnings and cxternal reserves and
external reserves and our vast hwman and
natural resources, approximately 15
million Nigerians continues to live in
abject, one in five children died after
reaching the age of five, over 12 million
children are not in schools and hospitals
lack necessary facilitics and millions of
our people die of HIV/AIDs, Malaria and
other preventable disease

HE continued 'in spite of our rich natural
endowments,  Nigeria remains a net
importer of food products, our country is
one of the least industrialized countries n
the world and our country'sinfrastructure
1s grossly indadequate and embarrassingly
dilapidated’

Atiku Abubakar also listed key arca of
National emergency that requires his
immediatde attention 1f he becomey the
Presidentof Nigeria
Theyinclude. .. .-

|a] Employment generation,
creation and Agriculture

[b] Security, War against corruption and
zood governance

[c] Energy and Infrastructural
development

[d] Education and Social Service

[e] Atayese of ljeshaland

| f] Zanna Zentelma ofborno,

(o] Zege Mule U Tiv

[h] Sl ettima Biu

[1] Suka of Ogoniland

1] Otun Balogun of Mopaland

wealth
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WHY APC WON
2015 ELECTIONS

he crisis rocking the Peoples general elections. Perhaps the that he helped DBuhari win the
Demuocratic Party [PDL] 1s bigrast reason for the defeat of the elections,
Wil Lo B over even as the PP e the eleciions was  1he The North was sobdly  behind
2019 ganeral elections in the betraval of the party by members. Ruh-eu:i RO Thov ki power
countiy is getting nearer. The This started from the leadership of |\ A1l cards were mobilized
leadership of the parly is sull the party.  The then Nalonal including Ethnic and Religious
divided on the way forward as Chairman of the party ADAMU . '
efforts are still being madz to MUAYI] openly declared support - .
reconcile all the warring factions.  the candidate of the allThe tvml{cr I,gl]":me{,{-o f ‘_Ilgﬂ“"?_
ey o -ngruasiws Ct}ngrcsg [-’Wﬂ slate  arnd armer ManesksEr o
T ih_era e ‘mll tats, ot Muli: 1 Buhati, Unkitow Foreign Affairs Sule Lamido  said
Il‘rl.}l.'.'flr'll:"l!:,lblc dlﬂi‘;l‘t.‘:ll.ﬂcs ‘p'ﬂ”'l'”'l AMuhiammaddi wam. l_ HENOWN 'ﬁ oL ;
i : - Ooodluck Jonatl Many  other Religious factors were pul in place
the party that might jeopardize thejr H2901CK Jonathan Maly otier !
= PaE UL AR L B sibers of the barty: who-ever 1o defeal the: PIIR He said the
chances in the 2010 genera] DSOS OL NG PArty WO ovid : P
S BRI T n h 1he campaign at that time in the North
clections if not well handled before '© ““.ﬂd UL S euan ey buttha earteit hetwper B bng
s campaign period were not really Wis thal the contest between bularl

with him and they were given and Jonathan was o contest between

Bul hl:l'nn_: we f;m_ﬂinuc;] with the jufarmation repularly o the Mml::ms argd Chrishans and j}1a1L

internal crisis within the party let us opponents. Muslims were told notto vote fora

also look at the possible reasons for e Aokt it 100 believer if they want o go the
v * = x: ' i

the defcat of the party in the lagy ©¥on e TOMMEr AAUENAL SECUMY o0 dise, To anaverage Northern an

: : : Adviser to Jonathan col Sambo S :
eneral elections in 2015, ; ’ unhelieveris a non Muslin.
L? ) _ Drasuki also testified to that, when )
Various reasons contributed to the 16 was harassed by Scourity Acents 11 the South peaple did not vote on
defeat of the PDP in the 2013 hofpre he was !'m;-ﬂly incarecrawcd, Religious lines they simply voted
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wooed on the side of the APC. The
rigging [rom the TNEC starfed when
the commission staried Lo
ditferentiate on the distribution of
permanunl yolers cand.

Ny the bisgest conmbulor (o the
defeat of the PTOP in the last ¢lection
i5 the issue of mindset of Nigerians
towards the party. The party and the
adminidtration was seen and labeled
as very corrupl, Thig was even now
been demonstrated by the Buhar's
ddmmistration cxposure of tnllions
o Naira allegedly been stolen
during the last PDP administration.
The Buhari administration had
succeeded  in convincing the very
poor population of the huge masses
in the country especially in the
Morthern parts of the country that
the cormupt pructices of the PDI? and
the Jonathan administration was
responsihle for their poverty. Thay
will continue 10 resist any allempt
for personal reasons. The South toomuch [orihe PDPwithstand.  for sueh party 1o rule 1he comtry
South voted Tor the PTIP bacause it [+ aven  internationalized the 4gain The peopleare souneducated
was a traditionally PDP zone, but campaign that even former 0 Temember that poverty had
also more especially because the progidenr Barmack Obama  Public €xisted in the ¢ountry and in the
candidate of the PDP  Goodluck petations consultant was world even before Jonathan was
Jonathan was from the zone. The employved. The last straw that hroke born. It is yet to see how the PDP
South East voted for the PDP not (ha carmels back for the PDP defeat hope to kill this mindser before the
jJust hecause 1t was a fraditionally \as when the cleetoral winpire was 2019 eleclions.

PP rone but also because they el
Buhari had not treated well 1n the
past and will not treat them well nol
even il hewon the eleetion, they el
more comfortable voting for an
EBELE than voting for a
MUHAMMAD, THE South Wesl
sphit their yvoles hetween the PRP
and the APC. THIS is because there
14 e sbibe 1o the South West whene
hath Jomathan and Buhari did no
get the required 2/3 of the votes
st

Followini this seenario was the
greed ol the PDE members, Monies
voted by the parly to distribute 1o
members. supporters. party agents
and voters were pocketed and never
ot 1o the voters. Some of these
mmies are now been recovered by
the Buhar Administration,

secondly the desperation and the ol la S ki
sophistication which the APC Dr. Olusola saraki
deplored for the election was just
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1 SERVED OKOROCHA FOR OVER 20 YEARS,
.1mo Deputy GGovernor, Madumere explodes

The Deputy Governor of Imo State Prince Eze Madumere said he regrets plot by his boss Owelle
Rochas Okorocha not only to impeach him from office but also blackmail him.

The deputy Gov. who spoke to our correspondent on pheone said this is not the best way to be treated
after serving Okorocha for over 20 years, even when both of them were in the United States of
AmMEerica.

He said his ordeal started when he made known his intention to contest for the Goevernorship of Imo
State, a position the Governar reserved far his inlaw.

He said ‘It's time to move on’, peinting out that even if he were to be an apprentice serving his
masler, by now he deserves 1o be sellled Lo be on his own.

Prince Madumere had successfully managed Owelle Rochas Okorocha Media and Publicity
throughout the time he was gunning for the Presidency of the Country and even when he was Special
Adviser to former President Olusegun Obaszanjo.

\, W,

L will be recalled thal the move [or the House vesterday.
impeachment of Imo state Deputy The Pro-Governor Rochas Okorocha
Governor, Prince Eze Madumere has Lawinakers had last month, suspended Four
already commenced at the stale House of lawinakers believed lo be loyal 1o Madumere
Assembly. Prior to the main i1ssue of the day and in a bid
to gel the required number lo commence and
Careful political watchers in the state were actualize the i""PCEﬂth”F Process, ﬁﬂﬂthcr
jolted, when then the assembly men who at lawmaker, Donatus Onuigwe representing
their last sitting, announced a two month Our West constituency was summarily
vacation were recalled by the leadership of the suspended. . .
The member representing Owern
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Municipality, who doubles as the house
majority Leader, lugard Osuji, moved the
motion for Onugwe out of the way, the
Deputy Speaker, Mr. Ugonna Ozuaruigho.
took his tum and read oul what he alleged
were the sins of'the Deputy Governor

Madumere’s Sins

Theoffice of the Deputy Governar of Tmo
State,says il has received the "notice ol gross
misconduct currently circulating round the
state, shared on wvarious platforms on the
social media and signed by 13 members of
imo state HOUSLE of Assembly. The Deputy
Govemoer, Prince Eze Madumers, who
confirimed the development through his
media aside, Mr Uche Onwuchekwa,
Iltemised duly oblamed [rom oliice lor a
period of three months,

The House also accussed him of tailure to
perfarm any of the constitutional functions of
office of Deputy Governor ol Imo Slate,
Exccutive Council, Fatlure/retusal to attend
constitutionally mandate proceeding of the
State Secunity Council. Madumere was
gqually accused of refusing to attend and hold
meetings with the governor and
commissioners of the government of Imo
state for the governance of imo state made
compulsory by and under 5.193 (2) of the
1999 Constitution e was also accused of
"eoncealment of felonious conduct affecting
the presentation of self as eligible candidate
of Office of Deputy Governor. Imo Sate.
having been convicted and imprisoned lor
thett in the United State of America”

Madumere responds

The firstclaim of absence is rather an old ploy
of calling a dog a bad name lo hang it.
Fortunately, the Deputy Governor of Imo
State ., Prince Eze Madumere . 15 an
administrator par cxcellence who docs not
joke with his duties especially  his
constitulional responsibilities. Of
superintending boundary Commission. By
our records, the Deputly Governor ol Imo state
has never abdicaled [rom such responsibihity.
Considering the period under review the
people of Umuoma ol lhille-Uboma local
sovernment, Thube of Okigwe Local
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Ciovernment among others can testify of the
Deputy Governot's sagacity in crisis
resolution with particular reference to April
11, April 16,2018,

Onwuchekwa equally explained that his boss
also participated in a one day retreat tor stake
holders in the management of Nigeria
boundaries, which held m the Airforce
Confrence center, Abujaon may 7, 2018 inthe
cotnpany of the Surveyor General of the State
and the Principle Secretary to the Deputy
Governor On the alleged refusal to attend
constitutionally mandated proceeding of the
State Executive Council ,Onwuchekwa said
"1 15 also one of the allegations thal cannot
stand any administrative procedure’.
stressing that there are laid down procedure
through which o depuly govermor or any
member of the exceutive council can be
invited for executive council meeting

*' We hercby state that the deputy governor
has never been mviled Lor such meetmy elther
through a memo or any otficial notices and
thereby cannol stand agamst the Deputy
Governor with the period in review,”
Onwuchekwa said

Okorocha Stopped Inviting Me For
Meeting —Deputy Gov

Conlinuing, the media aide said: *Relusal Lo
attend, and to hold meectings with the
governor 18 to sav the least another exercise in
triviality as the deputy governor cannot force
himself on the governor, especially when he
has been lagzed a pariah in the govemment
circle. We state here that Governor Okorocha
has never created such oppormunity 1o meet
with the depuly govermor to discuss the
programmes and activitics of the government
other than the ones we embarrassingly hear by
the road side and other sources.

Madumere described the allegation of”
concealment ol lelomous conducts™ as
“annoying, spurious as and most
embarrassing’ among Lhe allegations.

*This is not only astonishing but an extreme
show ol lack of due diligence, The Depuly
Ciovernor of Tmo State, Prinee Eze Madumere
has never been convicted of any civil matter
let alone thett," he stated.
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werri-governor Aminu Tambowal of sokoto

Slate has atiribute the recurving killing in maost

part of the country to the tailure of Teadership,
lamenting that the harvests of deaths were not what
Nigrerias voted forin 2005,
Tambuwiul stated this on g day former Kano Sate
povernor, ibrabim shekaraw deseribed as denseless,
desmcable and wnjustifiacle, kilhng of mnocent and
defenceless Nigerians in theif country by dare-devil
EURITHCTL
Canvassing  a comprehensive overhaul of the nation's
security architecture, Tambuwal noted that the growing
spate of innocent blood, especially of policemen and
other security perscnnel on thelr lawdul duty post. had
brought a new duncnsion 1o the reprehensible state of
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insecurity in the country,

The Fovernor, whi also commiserated with families of
citizens who lost their lives in the killings, said In a
statement that with the killings, said in a statement thal
with the killiny of security agents on theirduly posts. the
quesiton from every law-abiding eilizen loday  was
“weho will proteetus, us when even those constitutionally
charged with the responsiblitl charged with the
resposihilitluy of protectung our lives and property have |
theselves become volnerable tavpets of criminals?
“where shall we mun to for protection. when the
institutions of state put in place to protect us are being
progressively criminality and the trained personnel are
alsoonrun™”

L '.x..'.l|3|:|
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NGDMB, 10Cs PLEDGE TO

FAST-TRACK PROJECTS EXECUTION

he MNigerian Conteni

Development and

Monitoring Board (NCDMWB)
and international oil companies
(TOCs) operating in the country have
made commitment to fast-track
execution of ¢il and gas projects,
This will lead to an increase crude
production and create oppormnities
for the growth and development of
Migerian Content.
The [0 gave the assurance when
the Executive Secretary of NCDME,
Simbi Kesive Wabota visited some
I0Cs in Lagos to seelc collaboration
and get their commitment to support
upcoming projects,

Wabote visited Chevron. Total Up
stream and Shell with management
of the Board and confirmed that
NCDME had adopted mechanisms
thal acceleraie processing lime for
Migierian Content plans, technical
and  commercial  evalpation  and
ssurTance of Nipgerian  Confent
certificales.

He urged other enfities involved in
the comtracting eycle Wy adopt similar
stratesmies for the sectar foachiaye the
six-memith coniract processing el
sl by the Mimister of State for
Petroleum  Resources, Dir. The
Kachikwi He also expressed the
Bourd's readingss Lo partner various
stakeholders m resolving challenges
they have inexecuting theirprojects

According Lo him, the visits were
conceived o cngage stakeholders,
and cxplain strategics adopled by the
NCDOMB o foster projects and
ensure domueiliatton of work scopes
and maximigation of w-country
capacilics.

One al those strategies s the
calegarization ol service comparics
by their capacitics, which he said,
will he uwsed in the contracting
proceds. He siressed that all new
projeets must comply with the
provisions of the Migerian Oil and

Gas Incustey Content Development
(MOHGICTY) Act 20100 and urged the
operating companies to ensure that
their contractors and sub-contractors
remit on percent of their contract
value to the Wigerian Content
Development Fund (NCDF) as
required by law.

The MWCDMDB chief praised the
establishment of pipe coating
facilicies and steel pipe mills in-
country and directed operators to
paronize the facilities. [Te said the
Goard would sanction operators that
award contracts without approved
Wigerian Caontznt Compliance
Certificates (NCOC)

ITe alzo informed the companies that
the Board was developing a 3-vear
Foad Map lor Nigerian content
development. The bnel document
wonllid be shared with stakehaolders

for their mputs and identification of

rales they will the

achalizatiom,

play in

Speaking al Cheyron, Wabole

canvassad fw the participabon of
operabingg companies in the Nigeran
cotent Opporunitizs Fair plamed
for Warch 29 and 30 ot Tlvo, Alowa
Ihaonm Seade,

ol

The 1 o showrease

ppportunitics in upsiream,
midstream and downstream sectors
and provide multinationals the
opporunity o link up and utilize in-
country capabilities, hesaid.

[Te added that “most Nigeria
companies do not know when
projectswill come through sothey do
not prepare themselves adeguately.
The fair will provide a platform
where we can share information that
are notconfidential.”

At Shellk. the team led by the Vice-
President ™igerian and Gabon, Mr
Peter Costello discussed the
company's projects including the
Bonga Southwest / Aparo (BEWA).
They also officially presented their
plans to align the project timelines
with the Board. achieve early Final
[nvestment Decision (FLID) and carmy
ot joint comiracting workshops and
im-counlry capacity
assessmani/revalidation among
others,

Te-=

speaking at Tatal, Wabote
commended  the company  for it
Migerian Content achievements on
the Fima Deepwater project. which
helped by sostain may  Migerian
senvice companies despite the crash
of crde ol prices,
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AND IT’S GREAT POTENTIALS

Interview with Engr Simbi Wabote, Executive Secretary

NIGERIAN CONTENT DEVELOPMENT AND MONITORING BOARD

Tell us about the stakeholders sensitisation rorensic auditing , You know since the
workshop on NCDF remittances and third party inception of the Board in 2010, the Ats
forensic audit you had in Lagos. mandates operators and contractors inthe up

The workshop was about enlightening stream sectors to pay one percent of every
stakeholders on the new platform and was contracts that is awarded to them to the
designed in conjunction with the Central Bank NIGERIAN CONTENT DEVELOPMENT FUND
of Nigeria and the Nigerian Content Fund , all and we have realized that some of them have
the pperators, service providers, The Content not been remitting the funds as stipulated by
Fund had been upgraded and change, so we Act so we called them together to enlighten
needed to enlighten them on how to do their them of our intent to carry out our forensic
remittances, because we realize that the audit of all the funds that are out there, so
remittances were going down because they that'sthe essence of the workshop, it was well
didn't understand how to use the software and attended , interactions and teedback from the
then the second part of the workshop was on workshopis going to beimplemented.
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There was this report that some 10Cs and even
NNPC were breaching the Nigerian Content
Act, whats your reaction to this. The Senate is
said to be probing this.

- The Senate enquiry is a recurring decimal as
the Legislative arm of government , they also
try to act as Palicemen to ensure that people
are not flouting the law , that report came as a
result of the visit of Senate committee on local
content to FCC Factory, cause FCC directly
reported to them that they were not been
patronized by the 10Cs and MNNPC  they
decided to investigate the veracity of the claim
by the FCC, ITS AN ONGOING PROCESS. Since
the inception of the Board the National
Assembly have been interested in the activities
of the Board to find out compliance with the
law and the Act and as such with the view to
strengthenthe law further

People are happy with the way you are
carrying on with the assignment as the
Executive Secretary of the Nigerian Content
Board what has been your driving force and
maotivation.
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First my driving force is being a Nigerian and
secondly a Nigerian worried at lack of
employmentinthe country which is bedeviling
the youths papulation , aswe have , so itshow
to make sure that we create opportunity for
these youths to create jobs for them , most
importantly also is how to protect
investments that are in the country that is
producing about two million barrels per day of
oil. My driving force is to create opportunity
for Migerians to create jobs for Nigerians ,
hecause nobody will build this country than us.
Am passionate about Migeria, | love this
country, it has youth potentials that has not
heentapped, sohow do we ensure thatwetap
into those potentials and given the people the
opportunity to participate in the oil and gas
sector and again | believe as a person | like to
do my job diligently and | like to deliver value
anywhere | find myself so these | grew up with
and maintain in any position | find myself
throughout my 27 years of my career.

What had beenyour challenges.....

Challenges, of course include infrastructural
challenges are therein the country, inasmuch
as you want to strive for industrialization of
MNigeria, you are also inhibited by some of the
infrastructural challenges , road network, rail
network , power infrastructure is a challenge ,
the other is lack of sectorial linkages where
you have other sectors of the economy not
firing at the same cylinder as you are in the
local content on one hand you are pushing for
the Industralisation of the country on the
other hand other people are pushing for more

~ tax, the other challenge is the nature of the oil

and gas business , when you think there is
strong capacity and no work coming through
hecause of the rise and fall of oil price, it also a
times dampenones moral.

Am aware you are a technocrat, are you atimes
under pressure from Politicians.

Ofcourse it's a normal occurrence and when
vou have one or two pressures here and there
from Politicians but| think what | realize is that
once they know what you stand for, once they
know that you abide by the rules and you
follow your processes they go off. Those
pressures only come to stay if they believe that

| )
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you have the capacity to bend the rules, the
pressures are there but the process that has
been established is what we used to ward off
some of these pressures. Talking about
political pressures.

In a nutshell what has been your achievements
so far both to Individual and to the country in
general

| cant put it in a nutshell , because that would
be too small. The achievements had been
tremendous interms of whatwe had donhe in
the last couple of years, increase the |ocal
content attainment in the country both from
less than 5 percent to 86 percent today in
terms of local content attainment , a world
class fabrication vyard had sprung up, you
have manufacturing capacity that had been
developed |, you have people manufacturing
paints , manufacturing cables, manufacturing
pipes, today we have been able to integrate
FPS50 in the country not too many African
countries can boast of that. Today almost 85
percent of the contracts in the country are
warded to Nigerian companies, today
Nigerians are managing oil fields successfully
too, so the achievements has heen
tremendous, they are just too many. For the
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individual there had been achievements in
terms of employment creation. Because of
the drive and the attainment so far a lot of
Nigerians had been employed , we have built 3
lot of capacity foremployment, as | said almost
85 percent of the contract awarded in the oil
and gas sectors are awarded to Nigerian
companies. Nigerians have built a lot of
capacity on the back of local content drive, we
have retained five billion ($5b) out ofthe 520
billion annual industry spent.

How has other African countries keyed in the
Local content in their countries.

Nigeria has become a reference point in
terms of local content develapment in Africa ,
we have been having series of visits from
various African countries wanting to come

and study and understand how we have been

able to drive local content to this level , we are
constantly been invited to seminars
workshops to share our experiences, other
countries are working to borrow a leaf from
Nigeria because they believe it's a model that
has brought some level of prosperity to our
country and they are looking forward to
sharing our experiences with us as well as
want us to help them in their local content
attainment.
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usy weekend for a

Technocrat passionate

about Migeria's
areatness, It was indeed a busy
weekend for Engr Simbi Wabote
the Executive Secretary of the
Nigerian Content Development
and Monitoring Board. This is a
man that is so passionate about
Nigeria's greatness and
development and is doing
everything possible to make
Nigeria great again. On Friday
last week reports had it that
Migeria Content Development
and Monitoring Board {
NCDMB) stakes 310m on
Waltersmiths Modular Refinery,
an agreement he signed in
Lagos and the next Monday he
was in Abuja for another
National Assignment for a
Nigerian Content saminar.
If all the government agencies
are this busy and working hard
to make MNigeria great the
country would be a better place
to be. Last Friday in Lagos the
Migeria Content Development
and Monitering Board signed a
$10m equity investment
agreement with Waltersmiths
refining and petrochemical
company limited for the
construction of a 500 barrels per
day modular refinery toc be
located in lbigwe | Imo stale.

The Ezxecutive Secretary of
NCOME Engr Simbi Kesiye
Wabote and the Director of
Finance and Fersaonnel
Managements Mr lsaac Yalah
signed on behalf of the Board
while I|he Chairman of
Waltersmiths WMr Abdulrasaq Isah
and the Execulive Vice Chairman
Mr Danjumna Sale signed for the

DM
IS WORKING

=
-

company. Engr Wabote said the
investment decision was in line
with the Board's vision to be the
catalyst for the Industrialisation of
the Nigeria oil and Gas industry
and its linkage sectars. He added

that the Board was also keen to
support Federal Gowernment's
policy on modular refineries and
meet the key objectives of the
Fetroleum Industry 's seven big
wins launched by President
Muhammadu Buhari in 2016. And
the Economic Recovery and
growth programme. i will be
recalled that the Federal
Government recently announced
plarns to replace illegal oil
refineries with modular refineries
as parl of a wider plan for the
development of the Niger Delta,
and the country's il and gas
industry.

The Minister of state Petroleum
Dr Ibe Kachikwu said recently tha
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discussions have already begun
on the modalities for operating
modular refineries. He said “In the
past few weeks, we have had
open and prospective
discussions with some of the
refiners and government is
assiduously working to ensure
this initiative 18 carefully
implemented without
destruction to the envircnment.
“This will not only provide a legal
job and source of income for the
populace, but also contribute to
our national productivity. °

In another development the
Migeria Content Development
and Monitoring Board is set to
commence a forensic audit into
5200m Migerian Content
Development Fund. Executive
Secretary of NCDMEB Engr
Wabole slaled Lhis in Abuja on
Monday while speaking on the
theme ‘driving Nigeria's oil and
gas industry towards sustained
gconomic development and
growth' at a seminar on Nigeria's
il and gas conference. Speaking
at the conference Mr Wabote
wamed that if the Board discovers
any sabotage in the remittance of
one percent NCOF Charge it will
not hesitate to handover such
defaulting company to the EFCC.

He regratted that despite efforts of
the Board to ensure the success
of the local content in the country,
some International oil companies
were in the habit of coming up
excuses why the local content
cannot be achieved. He said 'this
is nolongeracceptabls’
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NDDC To Provide More Facilities
For NYSC In Niger Delta

MDODC, has promised to sustain its

suppart far the Mational Youth Service Corps,
NYSC, especially in the area of providing facilities in
the orentation camps in the Niger Delta region.

The Niger Delta Development Commission,

The NDDC Managing Director, Mr. Nsima Ekere,
gave Lhe assurance dunng a courlesy visil by the
Director-General of the MY SC, Brig-Gen. Suleiman
Kazaure, at the NDDC headguarters in Port
Harcourt.

He affirmed that the NYSC scheme had been very
beneficial to the country, noting that it had helped to
build a sense of belonging among Nigerians, as well
g5 helped lo unile lhe counlry. He added: “For
someone like me. | went to the northern part of
Migeria for the first time during my service year. l am
very happy that | served in Kano because some of
the lessons | learnl there have helped me lo live a
better life today."

Ekere called on all Nigerians to promote and support
the NYS3C programme. nbecause of the role it was
playing in nation building. particularly in
electioneering. where most of the ad hoc staff used
by the Independent National Electoral Commission,
INEC, to conduct elections were youth corps
members.
He neted: “This has become very helpful because
. before now, when INEC was using locals for
Lflec‘aiﬁns. they come in with their individual biases,

TheManaging Director of the Niger Delta Development Commission, NIIDC,

But the youth corps members, who are mostly not
from the area, help in ensuring credible and fair
elections.”

The MWODC boss suggested that the NYSC
programme should incorporate some basic military
training, stating. "l know that in some western
countries, thal is Lhe syslem in vogue. There are
basic military trainings that will help our youths to
become better men by inculcating the wvirtues of
discipling, punctuality and responsibility in them.
The trainings will help lhe parlicipanls o grow up
with some basic knowledge."

The NYSC Director-General, Brig-Gen. Kazaure,
acknowledged Lhe “lremendous help” NDDC had
rendered to the scheme in the past. He said: “We felt
the need to solicit for more assistance in the
provision of facilities in our orientation camps
pecause some of the ameniles in lhese camps have
broken-down.”

Kazaure decried the poor state of facilites in the
camps, calling on the NDDC to extend more
assistance to the NYSC. He promisad to put more
corps members at the disposal of the Commission.

[t could be recalled that the NDDC built a 44-chalet
ultra-modern lodge for members of the NYSC
serving in Otuoke, Ogbia Local Government Area of
Bayelsa State.

MeWNsimaEkere receiving a oifl fromthe Dircctor-General of the NYSC., Brig-Gien.
sulciman Kazaure,during a courtesy visit ar the NDDC headquarters in Port
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ke Managing Director of MNiger Delta
Development Commission (NDDCY:
MreNsimalleere, has been endorsed by the people
ot the five lacal government arzas making up the tormer

Abuk Division W conlest Lhe 20019 pubernatonal eleclion
inAkwalbom State.

Y'he endovsement came during @ mepa rally oreanieed Lo
honour Ekere by the Abak 5 Redemption Wavement ar
Cipvernment Fechmeal College, Abak, on Friday, which
attracted anunpeecedented crowd,

In g motiomn moved by the Momber  toprosenting
UkanafunCriukAnam Federal Canstitmency in the | louse

August 2018
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of Representatives. Obonpunwana Emmanuel Ukoete:
seconded by the [ormer Moember rtepresenting
Abak/EtimEkpoilka Tedearal Constitusncy,
ObhongememBkpenkpeEkpo, and unanimously carmed.
Lhe people resalved Lo call on Bhere to throw his hal mio
the ring for the povetnorship contest,

In by response, the NDUDC boss expressed spprooiaiion Lo
the Abale 5 peaple for what he called their show of love
aned conlidence and promised Lo react o therr call al the
Appropate fine.

"This call by Abak 3, | have aken noie of and 1 will
consideritvery seriously at the appropriate time." he said,

L0y 5 | 38
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"Today. | am stll the Manuﬁing'

Dhveetor of NDDE | have work to do

August 2018
Abak 3" hesaid.
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She canvassed for a female Deputy
Governor or 3 per eenl cabmet

for the Niger Delta and Alwalbom ‘Lhe Managing Director of Oiland Gas positions for women in the incoming

State. The President gracionsly give
us this job. We are committed o

Free Zones Authority,
by LlmanalU'mana, anncunced that

ATC povermmeant,

delivering on it. When tha time for long before the Alhak § people. tha A former Special Assistant to

clectiom and polilics comes, I owill people o Akwalbom Norlh-Fast Goyvernor

Lidom Emmdnuosl on

come back and remind you of this Senatorial Disteict bad resolved o Llecroral Martars, Bare Chris Okorie.

resolution vou passed today and T will
dsk vou whether this resolutiom sl
stands."”

Likere, in turn, seized the opportnicy
o move a4 motion for the endorseiment
ol President MuhammaduBuhar (or g
second term, stressing that the
President had demonstrated
uneommmmen loyve Tor Akwalbom Stale,
particudarly o s oCappuintne s,

le commended Bubarn Toc the
enorous support to the NDDC.
capeeially  his approval for the
barmonication of owlstanding
remittances from the Mederal Ministey
of Finance and release of outstanding
funds due the commission for the
development ot the MNiger Delta
Lo,

Fkere decned the disraption of WDDC
projecly by asenls of the Slale
Government, reasoning that it was
counter-productive because “the
money NDDC iz nsing to develop

Alwalbom Stata 13 our own share of

money [or the development of Lthe
Niger Delta"

The RDDC bosy pronused that the
cominigsion will continue to sesk
witys ol construetive copagement with
all governmenrs in the region "so that
wecan bring developmeant fo all nooks
and eranmies ol the Niger De "

He urged the people ot Akwalbom
Slabe Wy vore lor Lhe All Progresspeey!
Congress {APC) to end "had
govemumes”in the slale.

The Alkwalbom State ATC Ciancus
Chatrmun, Aluckonz Don Eibichel,
who chaired the occasion, said the
people of Abak 5 had resolved to
purchase the APC covernorship
namination farm for Lkere hecause ha
Batcl dlome wel | o them.

"He is oot vet Governor but he has

alvcady micryened 1n the problems of

purclhiase the ADPC govemorship
nurrmnatn o for Ekere because o
his putstanding performance at the
N,

"We have come hare fo suppori and
show solidaniy with the people of
Abalk & who have taken the right
decision to honour
OboneNsimubEkere [or his
vutstanding  perfonuance as  Lhe
Managing Dhrector of NDRC," he
said, "We have come liere Lo say Lhat
this honour s well-deserved. You
cannot hide porformance,, So this is
sormnebody who perfonms. That 15 why
we liave come here "

Ile stated forther: "And I knew his
idcas about Akwalbem State, His
progrmmimes for Akwalbom Slale will
fot be about promises and
gromndbreaking, Thare 15 nathing as
traumatic as sormebody will come and
breok wour grounds and after two
vears the site will he overgrown with
weeds. We are here to align with the
penple of Abak 5 that things cannot
comtimue hike this in Abak 5. And we
have a capable hand who will make
our party proud, Has he not made our
parly proud? We thank the President
who found hium worthy, Our brother,
yiu have domne well and the reward lor
haed worle is more hard work, We are
very happy withvou”

Umana dismissed newspaper reports
ot rift between him and Ekere. saving.
"Those who conbimoe W owrile m
papers that Msima and Limana are
lighting, lcll them that there 1w no
fight. We are one. Cnur party is ongand
imited. "

A former Minister of Women Affairs.
Obong Rita Alkpan, said she was
vverwhelmed by the sheer sive of the
crowd: "People talk about sea of beads
bul this 15 an occan of heads. 1 have
nevel seen this kind of crowd before,
Abak 5. vouare g wail blazer”

who chaired the event plinmng
commitice, cxplamed that the
reception was organized to appreciata
Fkere lor "stmdme by us w rebuild
the bridge that has breushi change o
Abak 5 and indeed the entice stide.”

Iz enwmerated MDD projects
facilitated by Ekere in the five local
covernmenl darcas Ly inelude
corstruction of [ospital Rodad, Abak,
and adjourning Obot Street,
cupstraction ol Spring Road, Abak,
and Mercaarile Baok Road in
Ekparakwa, OrukAnam and
renovalion of school buildings in 20
schools, expressing delight that all
those prajects wore sxeeutcd by
itdigenous contractors,

"Ha epitomiecs the saying that a sood
friend is better thon a bad brother, son
oraon-in-law, " Olkorie said,

A tormer Deputy Speaker of the State
House aof Assembly.
My UsvemUdama, described Ekere as
tha real deal for Abak 3, assuring him
olthe supportofthe people olthe arca.

He atirihutad the clement weather that
charaelernised the day o divine
intervention,

Crthers who delivered goodwill
massages at the event werg a former
slate Chatrman ol Peoples!
Dremocratic Party (PDF), Arc. Chiulra-
Towe, a tormer POD State Womean
Leader, Lady Viclwns Mel-Udoh, a
former Deputy Majority Whip of the
Stule Howuse ol Asscmbly,
Obonganwan  habel Udongwo, a
former Commiissioner for Commercea
andd  Industry, DeBEmem Wills, a
representative of the APC in Diaspara.
Dr.AbasivboneUdofia, and a
computer moaul, MrimbeheCHoho,

Al the vecasiog, Eleere was presenled

with 2 symbolic sword of authonty
and a native cow by the people of Abak
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ONDO STATE BEGIN
N19 BILLION COASTAL ROAD

e b

The Ondo State Government and before the expiration of the tenure Okitipupa electrification
the Niger Delta Development of the current NDDC Board, project would be completed
Commission, NDDC, have jointly thanking the Commission for soon.

flagged off the construction of the partnering with his administration |nhisspeech at the occasion,
MN19.2 billion Araromi-Akodo/Ibeju- to provide good governance to the the NDDC Managing
Lekki Road, connecting Onda and people. Director, Mr Nsima Ekere,
Lagos states. Speaking at the In his remarks, the Chairmanoftherecalled that the
ceremony to mark the NDDC Governing Board, Senator Commission hadonTuesday,
commencement of work on the 50- Victor Ndoma-Egba SAN, stressed April 4, 2017, signed 3
kilometre road at the Araromi that the Commission was focusing M e morandum of
Seaside, llaje Local Government on projects that would truly Understanding, with the
Area of Ondo State, the Governor, integrate the Miger Delta region. Ondo State Government, to
Mr. Oluwarotimi Akeredolu, SAN, He, therefore, urged all the build the 50.918km road.
described the event as "epoch- governors in the region to emulate He noted that the project
making and indescribable” He their Ondo State counterpart in was very important because
declared; “This is the project for us. collaborating with the NDDC. it waould open up
To link our state almost He said that people should discard new frontiers, for growth,
seamlessly to Lagos is the big deal. the notion that NDDC projects were prosperity and regional
It has been our vision and we thank hardly completed: assuringthatthe i n t e g ra t i o n .
Godthatitis now heingrealised”  Ondo regional road project would He said: “The Araromi-
Akeredolu, expressed optimism be executed faithfully. He also Akodo/lbeju-Lekki Road will
that the project would be delivered assured that the Omotosho- connectthe agricultural-rich

Lt il :4':]
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communities of Araromi seaside - On completion, it will cut travel terrain, it would cost a total of
lgbo Erelu, Eba, Awodikora, time between Ondo State and %19, 274, 195, 882.70 at an
Elefon, Ode-Omi, Imedu, Lagos to less than one hour, and average cost of M378, 534,
lgboguna, Akedo in Ondo State facilitate easy evacuation of 032.81/km.

with Ise in Ibeju — Lekki area of agricultural produce from these

Lagos 5States. Itis the first part of communities.”Ekere explained The NDDC Chief Executive Officer
the very impertant coastal road that the main alignment from praiscd the Ondo State Governor
project which the Federal Irokun to lse was 36.035km, with for collaborating on the project
Government has conceived to seven different spurs totaling and signing the MOU within six
link our coastal towns with a 14.883 kilometres. He observed weeks of assuming office. “He

strategic road network,

that because of the difficult brought a sense of urgency for

callaborative development of our Niger Delta
Region to the table,” he said.
"Today's occasion celebrates the limitless
possibilities for growth and development when
state governments and partners in the region
team up with the NDDC for the comman good. It is
also a pointer to the new direction of the
Commission. In our 17 years, NDDC has
undertaken landmark, ground-breaking projects
that have truly broken new grounds for growth
and prosperity. We have built a ot of road, bridges,
jetties, schools, hostels, health facilities, etc.
These have met the immediate need for the
transformation of our states and communities and
primed us to shift gear.”

Ekere said that under the current NDDC Board,
rmore attention would be focused an projects that
would engender sustainable and comprehensive

regional cconomic and social infcgration ol the
Niger Delta. lle added: “Very shortly, the
Commission will conclude and exccule similar
partmership projects with Edo and Delta State
Governments for the construction of the Benin-
Abraka Road and Omadino-Okerenkoko-Escravos
Road. We are also looking to partner with the
Federal Ministry of Power, Works and Houosing, for
the construction of the Abak-East-West Road.”
Ekere re-staled the resolve of the NIDDC o engage
with all the nine Niger Delta Governors as the
Comrmission was not in competition  with
any state.

“We are looking at the big picture and our role is to
resolve the developmental challenges ol the region
and support the development ambitions of the
states by working togetheras partners.” he said.
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anaging Director and
Chiet Exceutive Officer
of rthe Wiger Delta
Development Commission, NDDC,
Mr, Nsima U Ekere lead o strong
delegation to this wear's (il
Technology Conlerence o explore
partnership opporunities in modular
refineries for the Niger Delta region
The comtarence, which took place in
Houston, United States. in May will
Loepgelher
professionals and players in the glohal
oiland gas mdustoy

o

browght lcading

It 15 the number one tormm tor
knowledge exchange in dulling,
exploration, production developmient,
environmental protection, innovation
andtechnalogy. M Ekere said NN
15 attending the cooference as 1t
prepares o implement Federal
Govermment's proposal  to replace
thousands of illegal refining facilities
seallered  across  Lhe repion with
modular refineries “Our participation
in this vear's confzrence is a proactive
strategy,” M Ekere saud “to tully

HIRJOBRORTLUNITIES
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new plavers in line with plans by the populace, but alse contribute to cur
Federal Government to comvertillepal national productivity,

refineries nito modularones, Mr. Ekere also disclosed that the
"He added: "We have seheduled interventiondsl ageney plans Lo
mectngs and engagements that wall display the works of some voung
enrich our knowledge and open up innovators from the region, under the
new paclnership opportunilies for the Miger Della Younge Innovalors
benefit of the Niger Delta Region and Scheme, at the conference, NDDIC Is
itz people. supporting  participating  innovators
“The Federal CGovermment recently and entreprenaurs to takz their
announced plans to replace legal oil wnovations to the global stage. as a
refinerics wilth modular refinerics as stratcoy o allract new husiness,
part of o wider plan for the strengthen indigenous capacity and
development of the Miger Della, and boost employiment and  economie
Lthe couniry's oil and pasactivilics in Lhe repgion.
industre.Dizenssions have already MDDC, which was established in
begun on the medalities lor operaning 2000 10 facilitate the rapd, even and
modular refineries, The Minister of sustaingble development ol the Niger
Stare for Petroleum Resources. D, Delta, has undettaken more than
Ibe Kuchikwu said rceently: ' In the 7,500 mfrastructure projects aoross
past few wealis, we have had open and the nne states of the Niger Delia
prospoective discussions wilh some of fince meeption and equipped mors
the refiners and  government s thun OO0 youths with  market-
assiduonsly working to ensure this relewancslkills,
mitiative 15 carclully unplemented Aboul 1211 indigenes of the remon
wirhout destruction to the have also benetitted from the
ENVironment. Commission's foreign post-graduate
scholarships, while up o 3 million

prepare the reglon for a new era of “This will not only provide alegal job people have been impacted directly

dorwenztream pperations by simall and and

W
||Eg bao

source ol dncome for 1he underie medical outreach mission,
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‘ndorama's second world
class fertilizer (rain 2) s
~designed to producel.d
million metric tonnes of Urca
fertilizer per annum, This is a
replication of the first plant (train
). This means that by June 2021
when the plant will be completed,
Indorama will be producing a

total of 3 milliommetric tonnes of

-UTEB.PET L.

About | million of this huge
production will be consumed by
Nigerian farmers across  the
country while the balunce of 2
million will be exported to carn
forthe country.

Simee  Indoramy started  the
production of Urca fertilizer in
June 2016, it has continued to
supply about 750,000 tonnes of
Urea nanonwide on annual
basis. The company also carrics
oul extensive free agronomic
services and training of Tarmers
nationwide.

This has increased the
application of fertilizers by three
fuld across the country,
espectally m the northern parts of
the country where agriculture isa
major vocation of the people.
It also supphlies Urea to thel3
blending plants spread scross the
country under the aepis of the
Federal Government Presidential
Fertilizer Initiative ( PEL).

The blending plants use the Urea
to produce NPK fertilizers.
Indorama  has succeeded in
bringing down the cost of
fertilizers to about NS,500 per

bag according to the Managing |

Director of Imdorama Fertilizer &
Chemicals Limited, Mr Bhunizh
Mundra,

The current Indorama fertilizer
plant under construction will cost
the compuany the poneely sum of
51.1 billion. Recently, the

August 2018
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INDORAMA'S
SECOND WORLD
CLASS FERTILIZER

Finance

International
Corporation (1FC), an arm of the
World Banle, announced thar it
hias cxtended a loan facility of 51
billion to Indorama to build the

fertilizer plant to boost
agricultural produce in Nigcria
and the West African sub-region
and to reduce hungerand povertw.

¢ j .Jn::;.’;g_"?;«*'

According to the Mr Mundra, the
company has so far invested a
total of $3_2 hillion USD since it
came mito the country in 2006,
This is huge Foreign Direct
imvestment (FDT) that has helped
to boost the ceonomy of Nigeria
through the production of
petrochemicals and fertilizers,
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INFRASTRUCTURAL
DEVELOPMENT:

GOVERNOR WIKE IS SETTING THE
PACE SAYS SENATOR OKOWA

elta State Governor, Senator “He is one of our special heroes in Nigeria today. In re-
Ifeanyi Okowa has stated that defining these sectors; Governor Wike s setting the pace for
Eivers State Governor, Myesom  ustofollow”,

Erenwo Wike 13 seliing the pace m

infrastructural development for others to 'The Delta State Governor added Rivers State came out tops

follow, on infrastructure in a national survey conducted,

Speaking belore commissioning the Senator Okowa said that Governor Wike not only execules
Mabuoshimini Model Primary Schoal projects. but ensures that the people are blessed with quality
and  Mebuoshimun Prnmary Healilicare projects,

Centre in Obio/Akpor Local Government

Ared on Thursday, Governor Okowa said “Governor Wike is not only Mr Projects, he is Mr Quality
thar Governor Wike is one of the special  Projects, When yvou see goad things and vou don't admire
heroes af the current democratie them, you are either blind or a wicked man. Lamexcited (o be
dispensation. here to witness these life changing projects ", Okowa said.

Hue said: "He 15 re-delining the health sector,  Hesald Governos Wike s comumitted Lo the seevice ol Rivers
he is re-defining the education sector. re- people, pointing oul that the Mgbuoshimini Primary
detining the road infrastructural sector and Healtheare Centre is outstanding and may stand as a hospital
other key arcas of sovernance. insome states. He 3aid that the Model Primary School is also

LATEGRN 4




a quality project that will develop the community.
Also speaking, Rivers State Governor, Nyesom
Ezenwo Wike thanked the people ol Mebuoshinini
t:clrrrmun{‘t:q for nllms.mgthe state government take
over the disputed land which had claimed several
lives

He said "L thank the host communities for allowing

the state government take over the disputed land.
When we came on board, this land had elaimed lives
and beeame a centlre ol ermmnality, We fook over
the Jand and constructed the school and heakh
centre, which were lacking in the area”.

The Rivers State Governor intormed that the
ongaina road project in tront of the health centreand
mude] primary school will be compleied belore the
end ol the year,

He commended Agip Nigeria [Limited for
furnishing the hospital, urging them them to do
moere lor (he communily in lerms o corporate

respansihility. Governor Wike stated that the market
very close to the sehool and health centre will be re-
loeated o ereate the nght environment [or he
mnstitutions to serve the people.

The Rivers State Governor said that his Delia State
counterpart is one of the covemors he has respect
for, because of the developmental projects in his
state. He noted that he engages in peer review with
the Delta Staie Governor [or grcaler perlommanct.

Rivers State Health Commissioner, Professor
Princewill Chike said that the Mghuoshimini
Primary Healthcare Centre 15 2 modern tacility with
the necessary equipment to cnhange aceess to
quality health care.

Dr Tamunosisi Gogo-laja, Rivers Stale
Commissioner [or Education said that the mode]
primary school has laboratory, library, information

T
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Mgbuoshimini Primary Healthcgre Centre

and communication technology centre and play
arena. Carglaker Commitlee Chairman ol
Obiod Akpor Local Govenmnenl Arca, Prinee Noble
Amadi said the projects aside providing scervice.
have grown peace In Mgbuoshimin communily,

There was a roodwill message [rom Apip Nigena
Limited delivered by the Distriel General Manager,
Mr liam Adexandro, He assured that Agip will
eottinue to work wall the Rivers Stale Government
oneommunity development.

Hundreds of Mgbuoshimini people delied the heavy
dﬂw:l:q};mr lo witness the commissionmg ol the two
projects. Simeon Nwakaudu, Special Assistant to
the Rivers State Governor, Elecironic Media. 14th
June, 2018,

Pictre 1: L-R: Depuly Governot Ipalibo Hary
_ Hwﬁgﬁ Eiﬁﬂrﬁ Stale Governor, Nyeson Ezenwo
%ﬂxe. Delta State Governor, Sﬁ;amr If’m@r

-ﬂf Mghun;)shmuu[ anagg
E}m Former Rivers State Governor. Sir ;. :

Celesting Omchia and Schator George  Sckibo
during the commissioning of Mebuoshiming
Primary Healtheare Centre and Mgbuoshimini
Model Primary School by the Delta State Governos
on Thursday, :

Picture 2; R-1: Rivers State Governor, Nyssom
Teenwo Wike, Delta Siale Governor, Scoator
[feany1 Okowa and Former Rivers Stale Goyvemnor,
5 i r

Celestine Omchia during the commissioning of

Mybuoshimini Prmary Healthcare Céntre and
Mgbuoshimini Model Primary School by the Delta
State Governar on Thursday. Picture 3

Rivers State Goverror, Nyesom Ezenwo Wike,
Delta State Governor, Senator I’rﬁan}-' Okowa {'j}:;
and Rivers State Education | Dr

Tanmnosisi Gogo-faja Lr;durlngﬂlt&@m 113

T
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The Managing Director of the Niger Delta Development Commission, NDDC,

Mr. Nsima Ekere , cuts the tape to commission the 5.15-kilometre Oku Iboku
Internal Road Project in Itu Local Government Area of Akwa Ibom State. Firstleft is the
Akwa |lbom State Representative on the NDDC Board, Dr Samuel George Frank, while

fram right is the village head of |kot Essien, Chief Evans Enwan and the NDDC Executive
Director Projects, Engr (Dr) Samuel Adjogbe.

he Niger Delta Development
Commission. NDDC, has inaugurated
the 5.15-kilometre Oku Iboku Internal
Road Project in Ttu Local Government Area of
Alowa Lbom State. Italso mf.pcch,d the road and
erosion control project which it 15 executing at

the Umversily ol Uy,

Speaking at the commissioning of the Oku
Thokun rtoads and drainage, the NDDC
Managing Dircetor, Mr Naima Lkere, urged the
bencliting communitics to be gratelul to the All

Progressive Congress, APC, adnumistration of
President Muhammuadu Buhar.

The NDDC Managing Director was
accompanied by the Commission's Executive
Dircctor Projects, Engr (Dr) Samucl Adjogbe,
FNSE, the Akwa lhom Stale Representative on
the NDDC Board, Dr Samuel CGeorge I'rank,
and other dircctors from the Commission.

Lkere said: “T am very happy with what [ am
seeing loday in this community. Oku Thoku is
one of the very prominent towns in Akwa Ibom

TENFRM T 4
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statc. It has a history and
pedigree, It is nol wrong that
the community was not cven
remembered belore now.
“Rezcall that we have had
various vilifications and
allacks by the government ol
Alkwa Tbom State. They have
repeatedly said thalt NDDC has
nol consirucied even one
kilometre of road in Akwa
Ibom State.

“Larlier today, wc inspected
the road that links Nsasak
Junction-Akon in Essien Udim
Local Government Area thal
connects Abia State, This 15 a
A0-kilometre road project, oul
of which 15 kilometres have
bececn completed. The
contractor 1s currently
working on the brnidge to lnk
both states. T saw 15-km of
solid and qualily road being
handled by an 1ndigenous
contractor, who is also trom
Alkwa lbom State.”

The NDDC boss noted that the
Commission also engaped o
local contractor to exceute the
Oku [bokun internal roads. He
expressed satisfaction with the
quality. stating that it would
compete with roads 1n any part
of the world. Lkere expressed
disappointment with the
attitude of some officials of the
Akwa Ibom State Government
whom he accused of
misleading pcople.

He said: “Somchody needs o
educate some of the officials of
the Akwa lbom State
Government that as
responsible officers of
government, they should not
speak until they are sure of
their facts. Again, | repeat,
NDDC is not competing with
any ofthe state povernments in

August 2018

the region. We arc just herc to
complement the efforts of the
state governmcnts.”

The wvillage hecad of kot
Essien, Chief Evans Enwan,
commended the NDDC for
butlding a gualily road [or his
people. ITe. however. pleaded

with the Commission 1o
exlend (he road (o Mben
Inyang.

At the 1. 2-kilometre

University of Uyo dual
carriage access road, Lkere
sald that NDDC took on
additional responsibilities
when the university authorities
appealed for help to tackle the
drainage challenges on the
road,

The MD said: “We include the
|4 kilometres drainage outfall
to address the challenge. That
way wc arc surc that when the
road is completed it will stand
the rest of time. Again, a local
contractor has proved his
mettle here and that 15 why we
are committed to using them so
long as they are qualifted and
have techmeal and financial
capacity.

“We wanl lo empower them to
improve on their capacity so
that ultimately they can
engage the engineering
esraduates from our
universities 1o give them
hands-on experience 1n
construction projects,”

Fkere commended the
UNIUYQ students for
maintaining pcacc and
allowing the contractor to
work without hindrance. He
promuised that the NDDC
would put in more efforts to
complete the hostel mn the
university.

According the MDD, “the hostel
has been largely completed,
what Is left is external works

NEWS PLATFORM

and landscaping as well as a
lew [mishing touches to the
building. The contractor will
meet the NDDC Dircetor of
Project Monitoring and
Supervision so that whatever
needs W be done is done
urgently.”

Ekere stated thalt the NDDC
was building hostel projeets in
other universities, adding that
they were experiencing some
hitches which would soon be
resolved. He said: “Most of the
hostel projects were awarded
many years ago and the
contractors untortunately had
not delivered on them. Some
ol them were awarded when a
bag of cocment was sold for 60
Naira.

“In some of them, the scope of
work has had to be reviewed
and the process of getting
approvals from the Burcau of
Public Procurement to
merease the contract sums
takes time. Righl now, we are
m the process of reviewing
them to cnsurc that thesc
projects are completed. We
want our students to as nmuch
as possible study in comfort.
NDDC 15 comnutted to domg
whatever has to be done within
iis capacity 1o ensure that we
add value to the educational
systemin the Niger Delta,”

He assured that the NDDC
hostel projcets in the various
universitics m the Niger Delta
region would be re-activated
as soon as possible and the
contractors would be
mobilised back to site tw
complete them.

Ibitoye Abosede, Ph.D
Director, Corporate Affairs
July 21,2018.
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BUHARI'S GOVERNMENT INCOMPETENT,
ORRUPT, NOT UNITED - ATIKU

bakalbilki- Tormer Vice

president Attkn Abubakar

yeslerduy  desenbed: the
President Muhammadu: Bubari-led
Federal Chovernmeont as
meomperent, corrupl and disanted
in handlmg the affirs of country
and wellare ol Nigerans
atlarge,
The former Vice President who
slated thiz gl ameenlarped Peoples
Democratic Party LD mecting in
Abakaliki cmphasized that the
prosent Foederal Crovermmenl simce
the crmergence of civil rule in the
country, According o Tim: =T wmn

here ‘o inroduce mvselt to the

people of Ebanyi State to introduce
mvselt to the people of chonyi state
tr seel your support and that of our
PL‘I‘I'L}" S LI'I.‘d.[ WK 42HE l]'l'l'ﬂ_'l"n.-"." Ul.l‘
Muhammad buharn from Aso Rock,
Featerday, 40 political partics came
Lug{ﬂhcr loemeel 1o presenl one
candidate for presidential for
presidential election, Tha coalition
15 going to have one candidate tor
presidential election, one candidate
lor governor. one  candidate for

party chaitman.

“wie need this alliance becansz what
I bave seen in the last three vears is
what not seen in this country.
“Therefore, we ave doelermmined . we
are united and we are ready to make
sure thal i the niest election whether
slate or mutional or federal. we will
kick out the all progressives
Congress APC. inevery state i this
couniry. We have nevar experienced
the level of poverty we are facing
torday

They are selling crude oil around
570 dollurs per harrel, when we
came inn 1999, it was around $10 per
barrel

4 wanl (o assure }"Ul] |I'|Ei|. }’L]'IJ'I' ]_'I'.tﬂ}
is ready to take that power but we
can only Joso through your support
anid vour umily GF piorpose, You i
ot hosses, it you tell us to 2o left
wowtll oo but al énd of the day you
must accept responsibility it you
take us tothe wrang direction.

What 15 happening today in-oour

county is 1n contraventions with all
the pravisions of our constitution. [n
our tederation, we are supposad to
have an inclusive government but
that this Federal
Government is not inclusive, You
krowe thal this Federal Govomment
is no uniled: you know that this
Federal Gowvernment i3
meompetent: wou know o Lhal this
Federal Government is muore
cormpt than any government we
had since 1999,

5o, let nobody conie and decelve
LSRR n:.'m'rupliun, 1|‘Ii.'ﬂ-' ATL TR
corrupt than any government that 1
Koo since 17999 amd we shall be

vl know

revealing their level ol comruplion
alone is not the only responsibity of
f_._"i'l"'.-'L‘[TII'IIUi'IL.

O unemployment s aceeleraled
high and there had neverbeen atime
v had 11 malliom
unemploved people Today, we are
witiieszing high inflation the APC
government has brought to us in
COUNIry,

mors than

killings unjustifiable,senseless-shekarau

ganwhile, fommer governor of Kano State

Ibrahim Shekuaraw, has condemned what be

described as the senscless, despicable amd
urjustifiable killings of  innocentand  delenceless
migeriunsg i their country,
Shelarau, who stated this while fielding guestions from
Journalists o owoerri, also express shoel owver the
inability of willingness of the tedral Government to take
decisive steps o swop the hizzaree, inhuman and
umwarrented reminystion of the lives oF Nigeriang
lle snid™ Migeria is in dirct need of leadership with
Mcos. unbrdled intrestand love i the wel fare and
secirily of Nigerans of all eflmic and religioos
backgrounds.”

While expressing deep shock and goel over Lhe curment
soclo-economic  woes and violent killings across the
bt Shokarau, bowever called on 2 Nigerians W priy
For and assist Timilies ofviciims o the senseless killings
The former shovernor said he wag optimistic that
Migreriaw would rogain acd bost glory as the most peacful,
progressive. united and enviable nation in africa.
Speacking an his presidentail ambiton Shekarau zaid he
possessed credentials, contacts: ability and capability to
pilot the affairs of the country to'a glarious and eviable
hei ghtwhere Nigenans: Would be Proud toremam, wark
at home and ever willing to contribute to the growth and
unity olthe country,
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OBASAN]JO RAISES ALARM AGAIN OVER ALLEGED
INTIMIDATION BY BUHARI'S GOVERNMENT

ormer president, Chiet Olusetun

Obasanjo, has raised allegalion agains!

the admmistration ol President
Muhammadu Buhari claiming securily and
anti-grall agencies were now being used Lo go
aller opposiiion.

(Obasanjo made these allegations al a
colloguium 1o mark ihe 70% bhirthday of
Joscphine Anenih, former minister for women
affairs and social development. He claimed the
Economie and Fmancial Crimes Commission
(EFCCYyand the Independent Corrupt Practices
and other related offences Commission (I1CPC)
have now become tools n the hands of the
government.

He said: “Some institutions created lor normal
administration and dispensation of justice, like
EFCC, Independent Corrupl Practices and
other related offences Commission, Federal
Inland Revenue Scrvice and Ministry of
Justice, are being directed 1o witeh-hunt and
pursuc political opponcnts. “The use of
mbimidation, violence and physical allacks
have started in some states. [tisunderstood that

Judges are already bemng mtimudated so as to
prepare them Lo do the ruling party's bidding in
clection petiions, All these are visible m Loday's
prachice ol democracy inNigeria”

The lormer president mmsisted thal democracy
allows lor opposition and (herefore, the
government must allow 1l to thnve. He said:
“For me, thal aller almost 20 years of the
hegimmng ol the present dispensation, 11 has nol
been derailed, 15 enough a development in
progress, even though there arc many
unpalaiable practices and dangerous signs that
have shown their ugly heads, which s the
strongestindication that our democracy is alive,

"But it cannol be said to be hale and hearty,
Practitioners ol democracy must be democrals,
il you have a lot to be desired " Also al the same
cvent, Obasanjo called for the amendment of
the 1999 Constitulion Lo improve goyvernance in
Nigeria. Obasanjo said the constitution should
include 40% slots lor women in the National
Assembly and other levels of government. The
former president said Nigeria's democracy
would grow atl slow pace withowl the active
participation of women.

Senate Passes NOSDRA Amendment
Bill to Curb Oil Spillages and

Tackle Environmental Degradation

oday, the Nigerizm Senute passed the Report

of lhe National Ol Smll Detection and

Response Agency (NOSDRA) Act 2006
famendment)y Bill. 2018(8B. 337). The Report
which was presented by the Senate Commities on
Fnvironment. chaired by Senator Oluremi Tinubu.
was read for the third time i the upper logislative
chamber,

Speaking on the passaze of the Bill, the Prezident of
the Senate, Dr. Abubakar Bukola Saraki, who also
served as the Chairperson of the Senate Committee
on Environment and Fealogy in the Tth Senate (201 |
to 20135} said: “Thank you for passing this vety
impartant Bill that will go a long way in addressing
oil spillages. The Focus of this T3 15 to ensure that

we prevenl, as opposed to chasmye culpnis aller
theineident has happened.

“In doing this. we¢ will inculeate the habi of
adequate preventionand control ofoil spillages.

This i3 a wery good devclopment tor the
covirorimeont,” the President of the Senate said,
The NOSDRA Amendinent will also address any
kind of restriction and ambiguity in the Asency’s
mandate.

This will help to ensure that there is no ambivalence
inthe agencics mandate. Additionally, the NOSDREA
Amendment Bill will give the agency the redquisite
capacity to regulate the activitics of the operators as
it affects the enviranment,
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NPA IS IMPLEMENTING FG ORDER
ON EASE OF DOING BUSINESS

AT SEAPORTS....MD

he Managing Director of

The Nigerian Ports

Authority (NPA) | Ms
Hadiza Usman has sad that the
oroanisation s implementing
its own part of the Presidential
Crder on the Lasc of Doing
Business(EQDB) at the
Nigerian Seaports and will
continug to do so. The NPA
managing director made this
declaration when a delegation
ol the Association ol Nigenan
Licensed Customs Agents
(ANLCA) led by its Acting
National President, Dr Kavode
Farinto visited her in Lagos and
complained that some
governmenl agencies were
flouting the Presidential
directive. The Order
streamlined the activities of all
apencics in the nation's ports to
achieve a 24-hour cargo
clearance target,
Faninto had first landed the NPA
Managing Dircctor for the
limited successex she has
achieved through her
with some

collaboration

security agencics in bringing
some level of sanity 1o the
chaotic traffic situation in the
Ports  Access roads, thereby
making way for other road
users.. The Federal
Government had directed NPA
to take charge of Lhe
coordination of the

obstruct cargo delivery
proccsses, therchy
compounding the operational
challenges in the Ports. “NPA1s
implementing its own part of
the Order. We cannot compel
other agencies to do what they
are supposed to do.” she said .
She further said m her response

implementation of the Ease of tg the poser by ANLCA that it

doing business  at the Nigerian
Ports but ANLCA felt
everylhing has been  guiel
concerning the issue.

This made Dr Farinto to suggest
that ANLCA is capuble and
willing to assist NPA in
enforeing the order , using their
Chapters  structure, i NPA
officially intimaltes
stakeholders. especially
ANLCA,

According to ANLCA,
mactivation of the LODB, has
made the Ports home to several
agencies that extort Licensed
Customs Agents, cspecially
during cargoes examimation,
escalating cost of transactions,
delays and sometimes totally

was regrettable that some
agencies had not fully complied
with the Order but stated that
she would seek the mtervention
of Vice President. Prof Yemi
Osinbajo over the 1ssue 1l
ANLCA would direclt its
complaint in writing to her
alTice.

Usman reiterated that the
authority  would  contmue (o
fultill its own part of the Order,
adding that NPA could however
not compel other agencies to do
whalt they were supposed to do.
She noted that aggrieved
stakcholders should also report
the delaulting agencies to the
appropriate authorities.
The National Vice President of
ANCLA, Dr Kavode Fannto
also vrzed the managing
director to intcrvenc to cnsure
that officials of the Nigenan
Agricultural Quaranting are
prevenied {rom entermyg  the
ports,

Farimto also made an appeal thal
NPA should cnsure that the
newly- constructed temporary
Truck Park at Tin Can Island
Port (TCIP) is put to immediate
use,
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2019: GOMBE GOVERNOR WARNS

YOUTHS AGAINST POLITICAL THUGGERY...—

ombe  Governor warns  youths against

palitical thuggery As the 2019 General

Elections draw near, Fxeeutive Governor of
GombeStale, Alban Ibralim Dankwoambo, has
warned vounyg people 1o be wary of poliicians whoe
delight in using Lhern as polilical thugs w achieve
selfish interests. Govermor Dankwambo gave Lhe
charee in Gombe, he state capital, dunng the olficial
opening ceremony of National Unity Convention of
the National Youth Council of Nigeria (NYCN)L

Represented by his Deputy, My, Charles Tliyva, the
Ciovernor  also advised the wvouths to eschew
religions, ethnie, or political violence in the coming
acneral elections. urging them to take advantage of
the Not-Too-Young-To-Run Bill and seck clective
postiaons rather than beme uscd as thugs.

“Twill like to call on the vouth of this preat narion, 1o
be wary ol polilicians who teok delighl in using them
us political thugs (o achieve their political goal, only
to dump them when they achieve their aims.

“Be wamed therefore, even as preparation for the
2019 elections 1s drawing near. | challenge vou also
tn take Tull advantage of the "Not-Too-Young-To-
Run Bill' that has just been signed into law by being
contestants into various elective political positions,
“¥ou should alse cschow violence of whatever
nilure, be it religious, clhme, regonal or pohitical, 1o
ciable us schivve o Sustainable Natioma] Tty and
Nevelopment™, Dankwambio said, The youthfil
{overnor ilso called on political elites 1o starl seeing
Nigeriyn youths as “reservoir of energy, which il
properly harnessed, can transtorm inte veritable
tools for development™, and not as tools for election
malpractices. Om his part, (he Mimister of Sports and
Youths Development, Barr. Solomon  Malung,
acknowledgzed the fact that the NY N was going to
hold a sucecsstul congress since the last one in Abuja
2005, due to tactions,

The Minister who was represented by the Director,
Lducation amd Youllh Development. M Bakarl
Giirel, said it is only when United, that the vouths can
take their rightful position in the socicty.

Eatlier m s speech, the Churman of Board of
Trustees of NYUN, Amb. (Dr) Dicksen Akoh.
advised the delegates to carefully elect voung people

that would ensure stabilily in e couneil and aitraet
inlemational collaboralions.

Akoh lamented the inability of NYCN to hold
successtul convention since 2011, saving, the board
under him, with the cooperation of the federal
governiment and stakeholders, has made everything
humanly possible to break the jiny™. by midwiting a
befitting unity congreashilled to hold in Gombe
Saturday. Aside promizing a free and fair clection,
the Board chaimman assured thal the new leadership
of the council shall be vouths within the ages of 18
and 35. Tn their separate remarks, the Comimissioner
ol Youth Empowerment m Gombe Stae, Mallam
Fuaruk Yamma; [ormmer Senior Special Assistanl o
President Goodluck Jonathan on Youths and
Students Matters, Jude Imakwe and the outgoing
President of NYCOMN, Mavor Enujeke:; assured the
delegates and stakeholders of peaceful and
transparent process.

The wig urged leadership of the Youth Council to
ahgage In massive sensitisation of young people
avross (he countey W cnceourage them (o
be actively invalved in vouth council acrivifics,
stressing that the youth nwst intensive efforts to
villeg! ther Permunent Volers Cord (PVC) ahead of
2019 general elections Highhight of the ceremony
include, the conferment of "Pillar of Nigerian Yourl'
award and 'Life Palron' of the National Youth
Council ol Migeria on Gombe stute Governor, by the
Board of the Council, which were also endorsed by
the Federal Ministry of Youth and Sports
Development.
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BUILDING CAPAGITY FOR
TRANSPORT SECTOR..AMAEGHI

he Minister of

lransportation, Rotimi

Chibuike Amaechi has said
that the Prosident MMuhammadu
Buhari led Government is
committad to building capacity for
all the scements of the Transporl
sector in o order 10 progress the
Migerian economy.

Speaking at the 2nd Nigerian
Maritime Technical Summit
orgamsed by the Association of
Marine Engineers and Surveyors
(AMES) with the theme Ship
Operations 1o Nigeria:  Policy,
Iechnical, Financial Challenges
and Solution, held in Lagos
recently. The [[onourable Minister
noted that the Government iy
committed creating pehicics that
would enbance the growih of the
entire transport sector,

The Minister who was represented
at the eyvent by the Direetor Gieneral
Migerian Maritime Administration
and Safety Agency (NIMASA) Dr.
Dakulku Peterside noted that
Marine Engmncers and Surveyors
are critical to the growth of the
Maritime Sector adding that they
play major roles from the building
of the Ships through the enuire
lifespan of Lthe wessel.
According to the Minister

“Marine Engineers and Survevors
arc at the very heart of shipping, the
lifc ofa ship begins on the table ol a
maring engineer and the surveyors
and they continue to play 4 role on
the ship through the entire life span
ol the vessel™, he said.

Amaecht who
also noted  that
shipping  stands
on a tripod of
funding, right
policics and
proper weehnical
direction said
that the
rovernment 1is
doing everything
within its powers |
to ensure that the &
maritime
indusiry thrives,

lle zaid that the Government has
taken a bold step to audit all
Agencies and parastatuls under the
transport secter n order Lo
strengthen them (o perform
optimial by,

The Honourable minister further
informead that etforts are intop gear
to resuscitate the National Fleet
adding that the committee made up
largely of stakeholders in (he
imdustry will soon submit its report
and recommendations for the
setting up of a Natonal Fleet

While also infornnng the audicnee
of the on poing refonms o the
maritime scctorn, Aanacchi said that
Governmenl has laken sieps 1o
develop the port master plan. He
stressed that the Federal
Government have also mandated
NIMASA to invest in manpower
development that would raise
successurs for the experienced
practitioners in the industry.

He finally commended AMES fur
champiomng the refonns m the
sector stating that the Cfovermment
has continually reled on the
Association's counsel and advises

to mave the maritime sector
torward.

He charved industty plavers to
continue o patronize AMES
stating that in the Association the
Country possess the best hands in

the conLinenl,

Earlier m his remarks, the President
ol AMES, Engr, Charles Uwadia
said that he is moved by the
enthusiazm of the President Buhan
led admamistration to revamp the
maritinme sector,
lle pledged that AMES would
conlinue to work wilh the
Ciovernment in order to ensure that
the sector reaches its full potentials
W the benelit of the Nigerian
CCONTY,
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STATE OF THE NIGERIRN NATION:

BISHOP KUKAH BLOWS HOT AGRIN

v
myone  whe thinks the Biafra
agitation is o nuisonca  and

irritating should knew that it s not
the collactive aspiration of all Ighe: but
especially thot no ane hos the monopaly of
nusingee. Muitonee hegets nuisones. Whean
you stay with potash loocers you too will
shere In their dushy hoin 1112 7 this countey
thot the'some staondards are not held against
all. dome con get awoy with amything but
others connot get oway with something. |
shudder ot those who blome the agitarors for
agirating. Everyone knows what s good for
them. If you don't knew what is good for you
then shut up ond deon't chbstruct those whe
lenoee whaotis good for them. If | haove my way
| will cease to be o Nigeran becouse there iz

-

ne sense of nofionheod. Those whe hove

|c~verug1} over others wse It fo CPPress tham.
Ortharwize how can you explain the audacious
impunity of a certoin sacton of this country.
They con intfimidate everybady even o zitting
president and get cweny with it When GEI wos
president he wos literolly horossed oy thissome
peaple unfil they zent him pocking and we
thought they will be coppeaszed. But o los we
were mistaken

Maw how de | love o country whore o
murderous. terrarizt growp like the herdsmen
accloimed even internationally os deadiy 1z
being openly defended by o govt. that waonts
my lovalty, Do you know oz | maks this
comment, a first clas: Chiaf of Bokkos LEA in

plateau stare was murdered
by o certoin grouvp of Fulanis
almest o year now and ne
ong lros bean arrested nol o
talk of prosecuticn; there
are many willagers i oy
porish who connot go  to
farm again  except to farm
their
their
'FDFCE-;UE'-':( GHI'IEJ{E'E" b':f' 'H'IEET

bﬂck'}'ﬂrd hCCGUEU
forms howve been
Fulani murdersre; that in
Bokkes o wife and o
deughtar conbe taken awey
right bafore her bushand or
father and be repeatedly
raped then released ot the
convenience of the barbaric
Fulani triesmen and no ore
dores talk: police will advize
you to go and zetile the
matter through diclogusg |
want Indepeandence from a
COuntry whers terrorists are
embraced and agilalors are
terrorized,

At the =slightest
excitement Howso or Folani
man con kill you ond get
away with ity 1t haos
hoppensd and confinues o
hoppen But when you gear
up to defend yourself
pecause security  will notf,
then you are cought by the
sume  security  whe  will
lectire you on how to b=
peacetul and law abiding,
This country will end unle:s
there s justice for oll
Rubbizhl | hate the [z that
Migeri is. let's sey the truth
and die but it iz what will set
us free. Migerio is
negotiaohle the
appressed even if Tt's not 1o
the oppressor and that is
narmal.

ta me

“The only right Nigerians
concede ta yvou iz the right to
agree  with them" - Bishop
Kukah,

HEWS PLATFORM | 54



VACANCY

Reporters/Correspondents
Wanted Nation Wide

Qualifications

HND, BA/BSC in Mass Communications From
Any Recognised Polytechnic or University, in Nigeria.
Apply to Info@newsplatformngr.com

VISIT

R

OUR DAILY

Newspaper/online news reports
for breaking news, detail reports,
features, interviews, events coverage,
sporis, supplemenis/adverts on

www.newsplatformngr.com







	1.pdf (p.1)
	2.pdf (p.2)
	3.pdf (p.3)
	4.pdf (p.4)
	5.pdf (p.5)
	6.pdf (p.6)
	7.pdf (p.7)
	8.pdf (p.8)
	9.pdf (p.9)
	10.pdf (p.10)
	11.pdf (p.11)
	12.pdf (p.12)
	13.pdf (p.13)
	14.pdf (p.14)
	15.pdf (p.15)
	16.pdf (p.16)
	17.pdf (p.17)
	18.pdf (p.18)
	19.pdf (p.19)
	20.pdf (p.20)
	21.pdf (p.21)
	22.pdf (p.22)
	23.pdf (p.23)
	24.pdf (p.24)
	25.pdf (p.25)
	26.pdf (p.26)
	27.pdf (p.27)
	28.pdf (p.28)
	29.pdf (p.29)
	30.pdf (p.30)
	31.pdf (p.31)
	32.pdf (p.32)
	33.pdf (p.33)
	34.pdf (p.34)
	35.pdf (p.35)
	36.pdf (p.36)
	37.pdf (p.37)
	38.pdf (p.38)
	39.pdf (p.39)
	40.pdf (p.40)
	41.pdf (p.41)
	42.pdf (p.42)
	43.pdf (p.43)
	44.pdf (p.44)
	45.pdf (p.45)
	46.pdf (p.46)
	47.pdf (p.47)
	48.pdf (p.48)
	49.pdf (p.49)
	50.pdf (p.50)
	51.pdf (p.51)
	52.pdf (p.52)
	53.pdf (p.53)
	54.pdf (p.54)
	55.pdf (p.55)
	56.pdf (p.56)

