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Buhari Urged

Save NDDC

There has baen complaints and petitions flying
atound by some stakeholders against the activities
of the Board of the commissian.

This has led to the Economic And Financial Crime
Commission (EFCC) storming the place and
investigate i1s activities

n appeal has gone 10
President Muhammadu
Buhari to take over the

Niger Delta Development
Commission (NDIDC) and save the
commission as well as the Region
from another rounds of crisis.

This appeal has become necessary
as somc All Progressives Party
(APCY parly leaders are trying 1o
hijack the commission [or seliish
mterests.

A wvisit to the media team of the
commission conflirmed  that anti
grall agency had mvited prineipal
officers of the commission for
interrogation on some of the
petitions against it.  The Media
officer who spoke on condition of
anonymily  conlirmed (o
MNewsplattorm  Magazine that
EFCC actually interrogated some
officials of the commission but that
there was nothing wrong with that.
He saidit wasnormal,

We gathered that the crnisis in the
NDDC may not be unconnected
with plans by Leadership of APC to
take over the comnussion, This 13
due Lo the huge amount of money n
the commission.

The current leadership 1s loyal to
Transport Minister Chibuike Rotimi
Amaechi. Other party Leaders like
Bola Abmed Timubu and the
National Chairman of the party
Adams Oshiomhole are  also
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intergsted in controlling the
Commission. This is because of their
perceived 2023 Presidential
ambition and their control of the
commission will give them huge
lunding at their dhsposal.

All these 1s golng on at the cxpense
of development progranmumes of the
Niger Delta Region for which the
Commission was created,

In a recent interview the former
acting Managing Director of NDDC
Protessor Brambaifa said "We are
mcapacitated by the current financial
statc of the commisszion. The Federal
Crovernment is owing NDDC about
N 1.9 trillipn and that is slowing the
pace of the ongomg nfrasiructural
development 1 the area. We appeal
to the Federal Government to relcasc
part of the fund so that we can
accomplish our set-out goals and
fulfill our obligations o the Niger
Delta people, which we believe wall
£0 a long way to achicve a whole lot
in reducing the poverty rate in the
region.'

A question was asked on the pressing
challenges Tacing the commission
and how he intend to solve them?

Ile said 'Poor exploitation eof
agriculturc/Aquaculture for
cconomic gains, socio-political
challenge, and environmental
degradation due to ol spillage; these
are some of the challenges facing the
Niger Delta. After vears of oil
cxploration and cxploitation, the
enviromment has witnessed pollution
and comsequent degradation.

Besides pollution occasioned by oil
and gas business, we also face
seasondl and constant erosion,
silting, and flooding, as well as poor
control of refuse, sewage and
munteipal solid waste, These
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challenges have combined to make
the Niger Delta a very poor region. '
Despite all these problems,
politicians cspecially outside the
Region continue 1o leed (aL on the
commission rendering the people
poorer.

1t will be recalled that the then acting
Managing Director of NDDC
Professor Nelson Brambaifa had
earlier this year few months afier his
appolntment  said President
Muhammadu Buhari mean well for
the people ol the Niger Delia !
Professor Brambaifa commended
President Mubammadu Buhari  for
demonsirating an enduring love lur
the people of the Niger Delta Region
|

The tormer Chiet Executive Ofticer
of the interventionist Agency who
spoke during the inaugural meeting
of the new management, Directors
and staft of the commission at the
commission's  headquarter in Port
IMarcourt noted  the Federal
Government had 'indeed begun
refimding over NI1.3 TRILLION
owed the commission since
inception’.

1t 15 beheved that the appomtment of
senator Godswill Akpabio as the
Minister of Niger Delta, Festus
Keyvamu Mmister ol State  and
Senator Ita Unang as the SA to the
president on Niger Delta, the
commission will be alive to 1l’s
responsibilities again.

He said that the President also
ensured that all other statutory
contributors to the funding of the
NDDC met their obligations.

So why is the Board complaining
now.
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PROEILE OF

BERNARID

OKUMAGBA:

The New MDD ©f NDDPE

resident Muhammadu
Buhari on Tucsday
appointed Oleraprun
Bemard Okuntagba as the
new hlanaging Thrector
of the MNiaer Deita
Tevelopment Commission

the new NDODC WD

Bernard Obocatathieveren
Okuwnagba hails Tram the inlluential
Okumapgba Tumily of Okere-Urhabo
Kingdom in Warri South Local
Government Area of the Delta South
Senatorial District of Delta State.

He atlended  Government College
Ughelli From 1977 to 1983 and the
University of MNigeria, Nsukka from
383 o L9567 where hie graduated with
a4 Bse degree o Accountancy {2nd
Class Honours Upper Ihvision),
Bermard also gqualified as a Chartered
Accountantin 9% and he is presently
a Pellow of the Tnstitute of Chartered
Accountants of Nigeria (FCA)
The Gouncial cxpert siatied  his
working carger at the Intermational
financial services firm Arthur
Andorsen & Co (now KPMU i [9ER.
He later weorked i several banks [rom

1987 fer 2007,

His banking career commenced at
Ocezanic Bank Ple in the Financial
Contral/Strategy  as well as  the
Comporale Banking Thvizstons  from
1991 to 1994, Thereafter, he worked in
Crvstal Bank. Tidelity Bank Ple, First
Atlantie Bank Pl and United Bank Gor
Alrca Ple From 1994 0 2007,

He held several positions at these

(NIHACT), Below 1s the profile of

Clorogon Bernard Okumogha

bomies including Senior Manager, Corporate Banking
Division, 1lead of Internal Contrel/ Audit Division, Bank
Chicf Inspector and Priveipal Manager, Consuner and
Commercial Bankimg Division armomgst others,

He left Lwited Bank for Africa Ple m August 2007
tollowing his appointment as Delta State Commissioncr
tor Ceonomic Manning and Budget, Ile served as Delta
State Commussioner [or Toonomic Planning and Budget
From  August 2007 1o November 2010 and  wis
subseguently appoinied Commissioner for Finanee and
sarved in that capacity from November 2010 to May 201 |
Crwving 1o his diligent performance, Bernard was
reappointed Delta Sate Cammissioner for Finance inJuly
2011 s beldd this posilionunil July 2013,

Unlil his appeintment. Olotegun Bernard
COhoatarhieveren Okumagha helds the position of
Chairman of Regants Consalts Lid. and Chairman at Woly
Insurance Brokers 1 1d.

Bormand Ohostarhiceeron Olanmigehee iy o Leador olthe All
Progressives Congress (AT from Warmd South Local
Government Area of Delta State.

He was appointed by President Muhammadu Buhar as the
Muanaging  Dircetor of the Niger Dol Development
Commissgion (NDDC)yon Tuesday.

His appointment iz subject to the contfinnation of the
Senate.
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MNatiomal Chairman of Association of
Traditional Rulers of il and Gas
Proeducing States ol Nigeria

(TROMPCOMNY and Paramount Ruler of
Setrmbiri Kingdom in Bunitu local povernmant
arca of Della State, King Charles Ayemi- Bolu
huy appealed tothe federul sovernment todeclare
a 'state emergency’ on infrastructural
development i the Miper Delta vegion.

The revered monarch noted that the intervenbion
agencies including the Wiger Delta Davalopmant
Conunission (NI has failed 10 mect the
developmental yeaming of the region tos The
resident Muhanumadu Buhari should guickly
declare a 'state of emergency' 10 address the
Topsidied develmmment against the region.

King Ayemi-Botu stated this in separane remarks
wheo he patd thanh-vou visil w some
communitics in Delta and Bavelsa States over
their active participation in his 25th coronation
anmiversary and launch o lhas biography.
Astaterment issued by his mediaoffice, saidmuch
was expected fram the government towards tast-
tracking \he development of the ml-neh remon
which he deseribed us the livewdre of the nution's
ECONIGINTY,

Ihe Maonarch said urgent steps wore needed 1o
acldresy the absence of busic infastueture such

as roads, hridges. shore protection and
reclamation as well as tackle the perennial
Muoding in the Niger Della region, particulardy in
law communitics w0 aveid  |ooming  natural
d i s a8 t & P 5
According o the Haw nonaech, " Nawee had been
very henevolent to the oil bearmp  coastal
communitizs which invariahly is the economic
lve-wire of the country, lromn extinction as a
tesull of sge long negleet by successive
FOVETAMENTs.

“Ihe development bas exposed the commuunirtes
Loy unlold hardships sueh as Doods, aeid rains om
perpetual gas flaring, water and airborne diseases,
ceaths throwgh ol exploitation and explocation by
insersibive mullimationals whose slock -in-trade 1s
o cart away our wealth withour plunging back
partul i e develop e alTected commuiities.
“The duo o federal govemment and the o
rnajors should act with uepent dispatch to address
Uese anomelics in order w Tonestall avoidable
temsiom in the Wiger Tlelta Repmion.™

On o the alleged fothwe of MDDC and other
cdovelopmenzal azencics in the region. he added,
“It is highly regrettable and indead a sad
curnmentury Lo nole thal the efTors and saen lees
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Governors Meet, Rejects New
NDDC Board

avernors from the oll producing states

i the Niger Delta have protested and

rejecled  President Mubammadu
Buhan's nominees into the board of the Miger
Delta Development Commission (NDDC).

Rising from a mocling Thwsday night in
Abuja, the governors expressed comeerns over
the way and manner the appointments were
made, saving it did not reflect effecting
sovernance mechanism,

The mecting had in attendance the Governor
Seriake Dickson (Bavelsa), Rotimi Alkeredolu
(Onded; Godwin Obaseki (Edo), Udem
Eamanuel (Akwa Thom):; and representatives
ol two other siates,

However, Govemor Heanyl Okowa of Delta
atate where the new NI board Managing
DBircctow, Olorogun Bernard Okumagha, has
hails From was sbsent an the mecling,

Tt wras also not clear if Govemor Okowa sent a
representative o the meeting where  the

Niger Delta

govemors promised 1o protest before President
Muhammadu Bubaed apon his cetuen from
Fapan,

Addressing  journalists shortly after the
meeting, the governcr of Bavelsa State, Mr
Dhckson, said aggricved govermors would seck
anchence with Prestdent Bubar with the vicw
to addressing the imbalance in the
appoiniments.

According e a reporl. Thckson sand  their
comeerns arose from protests being stueed by
people and stakeholders across the nine
member states ofthe NDDC .

The wovernors bowever ureed  calm and
resiTaind in the stales, promising ensure that the
arigvancey of the people in the attected sares
were addressed.

Dickson aaid, “We are reing (o meel wilh
President Buhari (o discuss the issues™, adding
however that they governors would not discuss
the specificsuntil they mectwith the President.



Akwagaga Takes Over At NDDC,

Pledges Positive Change

he new Acting Managing Director
of the Niger Delta Development

Commission, NDDC, Dr.
Alkwagaga Lelegima Cnyia, has promised
to bring positive change to the
Cammission.

Alkwagaga made the pledge during a
press briefing shortly after her arrival at
the MODC headguarters in Port Harcourt
to assume duties as the new Chief
Executive Officer of the interventionist

agency.

She stated: ”| have been charged 1o do
things right and we will start to do things
right by the grace of God. By the time |
am through with my assignment, thers
will be a positive change in NDDC. |
believe God will help me.”

Akwagaga look over the leadership of
the NDDC from Prof Melson Brambaifa,
who led an interim management that

]
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was dissolved on August 27, 2019,
The new Chief Executive Officer said: |
hawve a mandate to oversee the smooth
running of the MNDDC until the
substantive hoard is cleared ro assume
office. | believe that if we work together,
we will achieve the objectives for which
the NDDC was set up.

“To see that this foremost
interventionist agency will progress and
prosper during this short period, |
appeal tothe press to cooperate with us
to see that the goals of setting up this
cammissionis achieved.”

The Acting Managing Director also
addressed management and staff of the
Commission, urging them to play their
own parts in facilitating the rapid
development of the Niger Delta region.
She noted: “If everyone does his or her
bit, we will succeed in turning things
around for good in NDDC.”

5he promised to sanitize the
commission and restore it to its former
glory, stating that if everyone
discharged their duties diligently, the
negative image of the Commission
would be corrected and people would
want to be associated with it.

Alwagaga, a3 specialist in marine
hiology, became a substantive Director
in MDD in April 2010 and was in charge
of the Agriculture and Fisheries
Directorate.

She graduated with a Bachelor of
Science in Zoology from the University
of Port Harcourtin 1982 and has Master
af Philosophy and a PhD in Marine
Biology from the River State University.

Akwagaga, who was born on February 2,
1962 in Port Harcourt to parents from
Tombia Ekpetiama town in Bayelsa
State is from Rivers State by marriage.
She joined the Qil Mineral Producing
Areas Development Commission,




LAST INTERVIEW RJEEEl Prof

. NELSON
BRAMBAIFA

FORMER NDDC MD
Before he was sacked

ou assumed office in February
this yaar ag the Acting Managing
Director of the NDDC, what is
your vision as it concerns the Miger Delta

region?

Ta answer this question, we must first |zok at the
principles, objectives, definition and imoperatives of
sustainab e development and offar an agually cradible
wision for necessary intervention and regional
develcprment s doing, we will arrive ot Leed very
important truths which are; to malee the Miger Delta a
better place, we must be willing and brave to foster 2
new narrative and suppaort the change agenda
enuroiated by the Federal Government, and this 15 the
essence af my mandate,

The sum of Fry wision is far the suszainable
develcpriant of the Niger Dalla regian, We must do all
that we must to work within the prascriptions and with
appropriate strateg es “or the effectiveness of MCDC to

sive the Miger Delta a Nt

As a commiszian, we intend to haress the goodwill,
coecperation ard partnership with the people to build a
better region tnatwill bring abelCtrue and sustainabie
develspment, which | define as ana that measts thea

needs oF tha present without compromising the shility

Commission (N DDCJ hali EKPI’ESSEC.JI of fulire generalions W meel thell own needs. We
3 B N N cannat afford ta fail the Migar Delta.
determination to lurn the commission
aroun d b Ut Sa}f’ﬁ fhat f}]E}-’ are The 5e~_¢urlty issues in the country a!nd oil

_ ) (S bunkering have no doubt affected oil

Incapacﬁated b*f the commission’s companies in the Niger Delta. How is

CUE’P-ET'}It ﬁ”a n":[al Statf_‘ dLTE o tI’]E .NDI‘.U: :nntrlhutlng to abate thess
issues?

N'I{) fl‘![ [iD!‘j- OWEd b}r’ 't}]{" FEdEE‘E}[ Just to take you dawn memary lane, sfte the report of
the camimission that identificd the Miger Dalta as a

GDV& rnmeh{- spacal arez, the Fadersl Goverament decided to stark

curbing the s=curity chal enpes by collabarating with
intervention and security agencies which was nat
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enough, but was increased to a maximum numiber,

| am a classroom lecturer, but | have left lecturing to come here
by wirtue wf my appaintment to ensure that mandate i fulfilled.
\We have started in the area of infrastructural development and
the coimmiss on is caing its best with the rasodrces they have,
5 nece we czme on board, we hava improved on the road
netwark within this short space of time, We have mars mega-
projects and we hope we will be given enough time to continuz
the work we have started and accomplish our gaals.

We have ambarked an a2 maszive renavation of rural roads in
the area, and we are very sure that with theso improved road
rietwarks, there will be na hiding placa for these criminals.

Some communities in the Niger Delta still
camplain about neglect in terms of job
employment and rural development, do you
think MDDC has doene enough in thess areas?
We have arocedures of employient in KDOC, we do nat just
emp oy anyhaw, Thera must be vacancy befare yau amplay,
there must a rezson and need for an employment, Part of my
wislon is wealth ercation and poverty reduction, which we rmust
achiava,

Inb rreafinm is a paramnunt recessity in Miger Dalta. When
adequate jobs are created, of course poverty would be reduced
and Lhal would also lead oreduclion of horger, Uis said Lhat 's
hungry man is an angry man,' and crimes are reduced at lzast to
arninimal level too, There s ne way you cannet tind orime, but
It will be reduced. ILis anly an idle man that becomes the devil’s
tool. When people are busy with their jobs, there won't be any
reasan to be invalved in crime, so our goal is to do what we can.,

As a Professor of Pharmacology who has
achieved numerous international merit awards,
what are your thoughts about the health sector
In Niger Delta and what better ways will you
recommend to achieve and improve health care
services?

The majo~basics of any cancerned sdministration should be
primary health care, waich mears taking health care to the
grassraots and this shauld be ore of the topmast priarities of
the gowvermment. The heal:h conditior of the Niper Delta is a
pathetic situatien. The gavernmient and ministry of health necd
Lo mprove on health care delivery as it will gat to the people.
Taking patients tothe matermity wards in the region is 8 major
challengs; we have cottage haspitals all over the place, yet they
are inaocessiale by those al the grassroals,

Inthe meantime, we are trying to get centars, we just had ar

F O wth the center in Cross-River State, and we intend to take
It to all nlne states of the NiZer Celta. We have refer-als wha-o
we could cary patients from the cottage hospitals that are in
the grassroots, We have begun rencvating the hospitals in these
rural areas and equipp ng tham with drags and medical
facilitins.

We have doctors who o there to carny ouz minor surgeries and
we have aplemelrists who spedialse in pedanming eye
surgeries and we give aut prescribed free glasses. It is my duty
to ensuare that the services are strictly given out free of charge:

Given the capacity of funding in recent times,
would you say you have enough finance to
execute key projects?

We are incapacitated by the current financizl state of the
commissian, The Federal Gavernment iz owing NDDC about
M1.9 triliion-and that is slowing e pace of the angoing
infrastructural development in the area. We agpeal 1o the

Federal Government -o release part of the tund so that we can
accamplish our set-out goals and fulfill our obligations to the
Miper Delta paaple, which we balieve will g0 8 leng way 1o
achieve a whole lot in reducing the poverty rate in the region,
What are those key projects that would be
ragarded as lagacies by the commission?

I call it capacity buillding, in other words 1he scholarship seheme,
We recently launchec ore. We sizned Memorandums of
Linderstanding with same interaational universities and right
now, wie only offer post graduate scholarskips to designated
universilies in Eurtpe, Amarice and Cangda. Basad on our
hudget, we have given scholarships to 200 and 55 million in the
areas of engineering, and medicine,

Azain, it's not all aboot piving scho arships; we zlso provide
them job placements when they return, 17 my short stay of six
months, | have gone to the uriversities in pesonanc interacted
with the students who expressed happiness. The secend batch
will be leaving by September this year which we just concluded
the admission excrcise. Sowhea | talk abeut human capacity,
Lhis will be one af the key projects which will be cansidared
legacy projects in genarations ta come dus toits impact.

What are the pressing challenges facing the
commission and how do you Intenrd to salve
them?

Poor exploitation of agriculturel Aquacuiture far econamic
gains, scolo-political challenge, and ervronmental degracation
due to oif spillzpe; these are soma of tha challenpas facing the
Migar Delta, After years of ail explaration and sxplaitatian, the
cnvironment has witnessed pallutizn and conseguent
degradation.

Besides pollution occasionsd by oil and gas business, we /5o
fece seazonal end constant erosior, silting, and Flooding, as well
ax poor control of refusa, sewage znd munic pal solid wasta,
Theze challenges have comhined to make the Miger Nelta 2 very
poarregion, We are currently werking according 1o the master
plasand in synergy wilh consallenks and slekeho ders Lo
achieva the mandate o” a susta nable deve opmentin Nigar
Dtz

Apart from the stated gosals, what are other
priorities of the NNDC and how does it faster
devalopmont in the rural araa?

MDDC g a so cammitted ta daing more te ravive ot just cociz-
pronomic activities and improve the livelibaods of the people,
but we are determined 12 reviva the hopes of the people in aur
capacity and willingniess Lo intesvene in Lheir lives, Oug
objectives Fave rema ned the same, which is to bridge the gap
in thie managemant of the qil and gas sectar of the Miger Delta
region, to prepare our vouths for leadershia and management
posibions in the ol and gas sectar, anc Lo produce skilled
graduzte henaficiaries wha can match internatianal stardards
and take over the leadership of the oil and gas sectar inthe
riearesk futura,

A= an academie, do you have any future
political ambition and are you confident that
you have the competence to run for political
offica?

You | doand that is based on my acadaemic achievemerts as a
Professor and my leadership contributions to the sociaty which
dlzo ezrned me global merit awards and internatiznal
recognition. | desire to serve and advocate for the peaale,
especial y in furtherance with my mandate which is based on
husman developrent,
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THE PERSECUTION OF
Prof MAURICE IWU

Ex INEC Chair I'WU under trail
over N1.2b 2015 Poll fraud in election won
by Buhari

ormer Chairman of the

Independent Matianal

Electoral Commission
(INEC) Professor Maurice lwu
has said his trail by the
Economic and Financial Crime
Commission [EFCC) over
alleged bribe of over one billion
naira to rig the 2015 General
Election was an act of
intimidation and wictimization.
Professor disclosed before his
arraignment at the Federal High
Court thathe had dene nothing
Wrong.
He said there is a calculated
attermnpt by those in Authority to
punish him unjustly because of
the way they lost the 2007
Presidential efection which he
conducted.
It will be recalled that Professor
WL is facing trial ower his
invelvement In the N23.25
billion poll bribery  scandal
which charactorized the 2015
polls.
WU is alleged to hawve
between December 2014 and
March 2015 aided the
concealment of the sum of
N1,203.000,000 (One hillion,
two hundred and three million
Maira,
The said sum was in the bank
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account of Bio resources Institute of Nigeria
limited domiciled in the United Bank for
Africa, UBA PLC,

Accarding o Nation Mewspaper reporl 'a
reliable source who gave insight into  the
investigation of WU SAID THE CASH IN
GQUESTION WAS ABOUT THE FDLL BERIBERY
SCANDALOF 2015

HE 5&10 'I'wu has been implicated in the
MN232,29b poll bribery scam perpetrated by a
former Minister of Petroleum Resources
Mrs, Diezani Alison Madueke. He was
accused of allegedly using an NGO, West
African Metwork of Electoral observers in
the facility of the bribery to top officials of
the Electoral Commission., The case has
been onsince 2016°

Reports had it that the EFCC has been
investigating the bribery scandal which was
allegedly facilitated by MrsAlison Madueke.
About four oil firms, some Directors of some
oil companies, two banks and some
politicians more than 283 staff of INEC are
under probe.

Also about 205 INEC staffmembers are on
trial in connection with the biggest electoral
fraud in the country.

According to reports apart trom the EFCC'S
findings, INEC panel headed by a National
Commissioner Baba Arfo  Shettima made
shocking discoveries. Theseinclude:

(1} An NGO, West African Metwork of
Election observers was used to share
the bribe to INEC.

{2) A former INEC Chairman
coordinated the bribery scandal

{3} Many former Residents Electoral
commissioners and Retired
Administrated Secretaries  were
used to penetrated INEC in all the 36
states for the bribery to alter poll
results.

{4} Some  serving Resident Electoral
Commissioners and Directors
henefitted from the bribery scandal
as canlirmed by EFCCinvesligalions.

What is curious is that while Professor
Maurice lwu whe was not a staff or
Commissioner of INEC as at the time of the

2015 election is being tried for election
bribery scandal while principal officers of
the Commission like Chairman Professor
Attahiru Jega etc were not tried. To the
EFCC only those who wanted former
President Goodluck lonathan to win the
elections rigged. Those who wanted Buhari
towin did notrig.

It would be recalled that in his remark
recently The Chairman of the Independent
Mational Electoral Commission Prof Yacoub
stated categorically that that the 2015
election conducted by Professor Jega
recorded the highest number of annulled
polls. At the meeting with Residents
Electoral Commission [REC] He stated that
there were 20 annulled elections in 2015.
These figured did not include those in which
the courts upturned the elections and
ordered for issuance of Certificate of Returns
toa different candidate

Even recently The Human Rights Commission
election reparts an election offences 2007
to 2015 condemned the 2015 elections and
threatened Lo prosecule those they termed
rigged the election. Their target was Maurice
lwu. The report however is in human, lazy
and uncerebral exercise.

Wr, Wale Fapohunda whe masterminded the
project served under governor Fayemi first
tenure as  governor of Ekiti state as
Commissioner of lustice. Before then he was
a member of the Commission and after
Fayemi was vated out of office , he came
back to the commission through the back
door. Some civil Society Crganisations wha
ohserved these elections  along with Gani
Fawehinmi led National Conscince Party are
ready to also let the world know what went
right under Professar lwu leadership of INEC.
Why the Commission silent on whole sale
election offences committed in 2011 and
2015 by those who are in power now . Over
500 people including youth corps members
were killed by protesters not happy with the
autcome of the 2011 general elections
conducted by Professor Attahiru Jega that
broughtin DrGoodluck Jonathan.
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INEC

The Journey
before Iwu

Lis important to state here that the collapse of past

Republics was due largzly fo the controversies and

rejection to the outcome of election results at
various levels during the period.
The Electoral Commission of Migeria |[ECHN]
conducted the election in the first Republic 1960 to
1966, The clections was mamed by semes of
malpractices which included ballot box snutfing,
ballel box snatching, kidnaping of  opponents,
denying oppunents clectoral materials cle, the clhnic
leanings of the political parties made matters worse as
crisis among political parties led to ethnic crisis,
Political Partics and (heir cllmic supporters rejected
the outcome of the 196463 general elections. There
wasncar anarchy in the land.
The situztion was so bad that the leader of Action
Group [AG] who was leader of opposition Chief
Orbalen Awolivwo was quoted to have said he had Tost
confidence inthe electorsl system.
Instead of the gevernment at that time trving to refonn
the electiwul svetem and restore conhdene, Chiel
Awvolowo and some of his supporters were sent to jail.
This was the situation in the countey until the military
struckin 1966,

Migeria made another atempl al Democracy m
197943 known as the sceond Republic. The clectoral
system then produced lots of malpractices and the
leal mierpretations oM whal s he 203 ol 19 states,

The case ot o he supreme court without resoluions,
The 1983 glections was not hetter oft. All oppositions
candiclates thal comiesicd the clechions D Nnamdi
Azikwe of the Nigeria Peoples Party [NPPP], Chief
Chbafemi Awolowo of the Unity Party OF Nigeria
[UPN|, Alhap Thruhim Waan ol Greal Nigena

Peoples Party |GMPP|], Mallam Aminu Kano of
Peaples Redemption Party TPRP] opposed the results
of the elections while Alhan Shehy Shagzan of the
Mational Party of MNigeria [NPN] went away with
elamis ol Tandshde viclory,

The landslide victory was short-lived as as the
military struck again three months alter later Dec 31
1983 bringing the seeond Bepublic woan cnd. Many
people i1 Nigera paticularly the vocal minonty
regarded the 19493 general elections in the country as
the freest and fairest o the country, there wais
however a departure from the past as it introduced an
option A into clections in Niperia. 1t was introduced
b the sovermment of General Thrahim Babangida as
head of state and Professor [Tumphery Nwaosu, a
Profcasor of Political Science as the Chatrman of
National Electoral Commission |[INHC].

Becanse of its perceived success many called tor the
welopliom of opliom Ad Tor Tuture clections i Nigena,
What propenements of option Ad failed to realize
was that the owleome of that elections which included
iy wrmulments led w the death of the percerved
wilinner o f
that electiom Chiel Muoshood Abiola, s wale
Kudirar, a former Head of statc Sani Abacha and
hundreds of™Nigerians Killed on the streeta of Lagos.

It alse brought with it Luck ol trust and harmony
among neighhours and friends,

The 1999 which was conducted by the Independent
National Electoral Commission [INEC]  elections
had itz own problems but was overlooked because
Nigeriams were ored of the mahitary and wanted them
to go Immediataly.

The 2003 gencral elections was regarded as the worst
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It is important to state here that
the collapse of past Republics was
due I3 rgefy to the controversies
and rejection to the outcome of
election results at various levels
during the period.

election in Nigeria especially by both local and
International observers, Among the obsarvers that
rejected Lthe oulcome of the 2003 genceral elections
included the Trapsition Menitoring Group [TMG] and
the Carepean Union.

The 2003 Prestdential clecton was said 1o have been
won by the candidate of the PDP Chief Olusegun
Ohasanjo. There were series of streets protest by
Buhari W protest the results of the clecion using he
plattorm of'the Conference of Nigevia's Political Party
[CNPP].

Those who led the street protest neluded
Muhammadu Buhari, Chief Odimegwu Oiukssu who
was then candidale oTAPGAL Chiel Tunji Braithwaile.
Adhaji Balarabe bMusa. Barrister Maxi Okwu who was
the secretary of CNPP among others, police used tear
aas Lo disperse thesc ermment Nigerans,

There was also a follow up protest in Kano where the
Police used poisonad gas w disperse the protesters.
Buhart's Bunning mate at the 2003 clection and fonmer
Senate President D, Chuba Okadigbe did not survive
fromm the poisoned gas until he died,
This was the clectoral silualion in Nigeria belore
Professor haurice Twu became the Chairman of the
Independent Matiomal Flectoral Commission [INTC].
What Profiessor Dwu did ways fivst to ensure that we
didn't go back ta the mistakes of the past, it we must
save the country and sustan oul nascent demoeracy.
He introduced some reforms into our electoral
systems. Some of the reforma we are still following till
today,
Aumong the reforms introduced by Professor lwu was
the stakeholders foron with Political Parties, this was
done both at the National, State and Local Govermmen!
levels, The stakeholder's foram is made up of
representatives of Paolitical Parties, Civil Sociery

Professor Twu also launched the Political Party
Finances' manual,

The 1999 constituhon of Nigeria and the Electoral Act
2002 wested on INEC the responsibilities of
oversceing the general activities and management of
Political Party Finances. In carrviog out this
responsibility a brand new Dolitical Party Tinance
manua] avcompanmied by a handbook was launched,
The Political Parly Finance manual has provided a
system for capturing, documenting, controlling and
reporting on the (inancial activitics of Political Partics,
The emphasis is on the disclosure of Information on
Political Parties Tinances with the undarstanding that
the diselosure wall eurb Polieal comruption, provend
inflow of funds from undesirable sources and enable
the public to know mote about the sources of funds
into the coffers of parties and candidutes, 1fthis aspect
of the reforms as proposed by Professor Iwu was
continued afler he lell office, this wssue of probing
campalgn funds or using Arms money for cleetion
would have been avoided. The last American
Presudential election just ended the whole world knew
that Hilary Clinton was able to raise about 3500m for
her campaign while the winner of the Presidential
Election Donald Tromp raidsed about $300m. but
nobody not even INEC knew how much the Peoples
Democratic Party [PDP] or the All Progressives
Cuongress | AC ransed lor their campaign i the 2015
general election.

Many Nigenans who are probable happy with the
Permuanent Voters Card and the Card Reader or who
are the direct beneticiaries of the PVC have forootien
Lhat the svstem was actyally mirodveed by Prolessor
lwu in 2004 when he introduced the Electronic Yoting
Syslem. The systemn counsisted of fouwr components.
They include the Electronic Yoters Regster, Eligible
Yoters Authentication, Electronic Balloting, and the
Flectronic Transmission of Resalts.

The Elecironic Voling Svstem are aulomated voling
methods which employ computing technology to
improve several aspects of the clecioral process. Ti
incorporates  paperless  voting methods,  increase
etficiency, stability, speed, audit and accuracy. lt's
mizn [eatures 1: thal 1019 casy o operale, casy 1o adapt,
ansure integrity of the voting data, portable and battery
powerad.

The TIndependent National  Electoral  Commission
under Professor Maurice lwu conducted the 2007
general electinons. Tt was the elections thal brought in
Alhiji Umar YarAdua to power as the President of
Migeria.

This election was widely condemned by Wigerians and
the Intomational Communily which incloded  the
Mational Demaocratic Tnstitute [ND] the Tnternational
Federation on Electoral Sysiem [IFER], The
International Republican Institute |[IRI), THE
Commonwealth Ohserver Group among others. Even
the main benelciary of the electon Tmar YarAduoa
himsalf said the election thar brought him to office
lacked eredibility
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Tony Elumelu,

The President Africa Needs
Desperately

By Dele Momodu
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insrancs and invitar o of the Tany Fiumeio Faundation, by sineere we come and

araeiLds gu-:.k cupectaliy t the sovernl Arican Prestdentz who beve choson o
el vty the vrbepoens ey who ae e Tutwee of o sootosa, By coon e
sy e the -.""ll"ITHTI-. froveder a7 the Tory Efnmein Foundatinn, von have all nndea maar
pavertial move toweards empovcering mamy of our brizktest souls who whizh coomake
oeererie il topact o el secietiss bul cee pocapacibaed by Teck el Coodios sod saveiad ol
ciber challengea, Yo suppsat = as moch-an inspition ne them as the cdesment,
assistnee snd mentorshep they receree rom Fony Llumelo s buniuhon,

The infrastmcnire daficios slone are wn dannting fhat it is virnally imposshic o have
enouch reseurees to tack o the wuftocatine burden of uncreployment all sver Afea. Indeed.
Ui s o b i s woeld, othier than the wealtly cooinist i socali=1 couciies, thil
the laesst number o7 the crploved leeian acmally work tor geveniment and itr agenzics.
I Loweeyver. we Tnd Wal mAdticw we wlmost expel Wiy b be the caie diespile Lhe parcity and
IRIvEr s lnnesnt ol 1ol e tll'\'\.'Hl'll'l'.El":l'i. el _i'.l.\'. Thid, Ales
zrally netequipped toarcars and distribuce wenlth, Where thoy possess o whorewsital,
e of cormuptien makee ot diflieoll o emmpoewer magoriy ol those who need ok
e poratul, Thices s othen posjur sl opiliading assinst uar soseg ongs The gqualily
of education has droppac dangeronis iy i mansof oureountmics, Theretone, 2van ire nbs
are avinlable. momy of cur aduetes cre ton etslove b Thoss who bivee soucied hasd in
el Ligher istiolions opted o0 weong subieets thal e il pel ke e
cppormicicd. They have not marchicd sty the ez and aill soudy s zars amited for the
20k enlary when Lhe vest ol Hhe world 12 alresdy ovkine Leveards Lhe 22nd cenlucy. The

eI e

Let me confess that

| had always been of
the firm belief and
conviction that govt.
jlone cannot solve

the problems of Africa.

l:l:“ I.]I" :|-|"|'| cenlur !':l_'l\.:ll ric [JIC:IIII a'IIIl:]

latioms i that which 3% necessure wosorvive and
1 Lhiz A Lsl 2on b v rermann Gernly roeled lo those,
muhaic spsivms an shimfnsies. Funlhermwre, ceen
aitisans, Wher do naot nesd aniversty tfraimmg bue lear an the
el s wpprentices ane intzrns ure usually poorly Inined ansd
miscrably cquippad, becavse fhose they learn Tom arg
themae wied ponsly trained and T-equipped.

T I‘ 1avel

.-J'.I_'i::.:rl ]\.'il(]l.'lﬁ T

1 it -C._IJ L'h I'\_""I‘Ii.'!l{ :I.I'\lilll-. LE’IC W'Il_ |.I!" '\r'.'-.l.l'i]
for Adreon worths, Ty Blumcle jas nftercd the veritakle
termpliate Tor them 1o Gollew, Jasl o Beow vesrs apo, be
caranlizhod ancof the mosram’itions charitics inthe world by
pledaing the sum of $10m spread oeor 10 wears oo offer
S per acow I.IL[I wirds uupuwumL LA el
Trny was azeking o e oa Santa Claus, but a {u'qu
SALTRUTILL '.1-1'|.I| b Cumssienee *.vh-.r gl gmd kKnew thal the
spresn] ol preverly o Dl el cosstilioe o reor hreat g
all. He has wade good Ti s pronmise By cont neing, Lis amual
plodgre. So are wetness g oslay wrnching urte it of
pofer wrous ol Jiveel benelcmies of the Desmdation ansl
ok fasard f00 sexing the rhoasands  omoee indincer
bencficierics of thiz wonhy ond roble cuvse The scods
plamtied by Loy ere alceady seanne frols, mel sl Lo e
cirrcprenzs he has mescitulhe cmpow e Tut ala his reen
Fonncalion, with several inlemualional domurs. moluding
T_.-Nf]'f’: the Frad Cross, ATTHY Thanin T‘-'Cﬂ[}l.l". e
fuating up o parma with one af the rieso repurails charitics
s A, lomy ke wven rene b ous o Wishmerton smd be s
bepetul T & pastneralop with e White Liogse in bis bid 15
change the parrative anour howr to rescue Atfriea from the
venuagey ul sovenoy wurs wind daseses . The besbapproach s o
er sue fee ol Gt
CHECATENSLIS.

Povesty ulleviclion 15 4 necessily 1T :
eAnl iz II'\.-. m J'\l.. [Ty :'r||| [Ir\(li[IL
must serive w cmualawe e Tany Ehumcln Frendarion .lI1-.‘|
crents mumy meTe sirepreneuss wihe wil themsebes becomne
mass cloployers of lsous For Alvica 10 herome geal we
must oot o woatths zaintully anploved in 2lar cenhuy
b bt e anad projecls,

wir, popndslinng ieh aeeesslol

1ea Loy 10 weer truly
JTII'::Ii ||r'|"1 'l'|-|1|| '.1r|
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NDATION
RUM 2019

the: Demancran: Repubhe of Conwo amad e Pome Miniser ol
Dlpanda, Ruhakana Ragunda.

Thesy weere pommed by noetable leaders m bosiness, suel a5 the
Presiclent of the African Development Dank (ATDR), Prof
Akimwum Adesiog; che Depuly Dircclor-General, European
Clomiissoon, booenas Doens, President ol the Abesinbank Bank.
Prol Bonodict Orama; and Prosulenl of Arabh Bank for
Pevelopmant Sidi (huld Lah, amoeng others.

Omimbage sancl the new pobicy sz part ol men sores b the Migenan
gevernment o uperade hee cneigy supply roguirements.

The Viee Prostdent hailed the Tony Blumelu Feondubion (TEF) lar
ermablizhing TEET sayving that the lives and countries of thousands
of beneficiarizs have been fonched invarions posih vewas,

He daseribed Aftica ssa landaeape. embaldenad by multiadas off
sastmgr penple whasare refming o wal e msal=poiy ot s lion
b have realised that conquering the challznszes of their
amvironments weis the malestone for eitstmdime suceess.

Bt our canfinent conbmues e be delined by sy gl
wrew hedesome stonics, whish de not alten accurately represent the
reality of Tike and opportumity. The peeple in s roon are e
perfect and long-aswalted counmerponts to those one-domensional
e Liv sl A e then Bave sadlymained croumd over (he yenrs,

“ihutaide an the streets of every village, toswn and cine e many
more mndividual embodiments ol the pocential F & ica. Bol

change the sory, we must fund voune entrepreacurs and provide
opporarnbies or capacity boilding, Our school cumicalums mose
cmphasise nor qust SLEM bur critical thinking and
wentreprencursbip. Al (be promese ol enreprencurship buanks
musr bekzpt"”

Alsvospealing an the event the President of Rwanda, Sagaime
shaved his countrv's expericnes, saving that the firsr major steps
b plucmz Alrca al the lop echelon of wlohal business was o
posiovely chanee the nindset of the younger senzration. just as
his wovernmient Ve done aond waol higher rank e Japar in (he
World Bank's ease of doing buziness cate gorisation

Ilee smniaf: = The Hesl thae s b deal wich the imimds of the peaple.
Poopls will sitback snd cxpoet things to bappon. It woen't iappen.
Nomg st wark Far il In Roeancda, we loked for sy ol doing
thingz differently W focnsed on masng people understand shar
development and prosperity drg hing s we must achieve ouether,
a0, how muchtins do we ake to do things we nustda? I vouve
invesled o Irastroctore, whit Edlows" That's whee there must be
a robost planmng and cxecllent cxcoction of proecmomnc:
Fememnber our canntey wos o apat Ty political warest, T we
cnsured wre saved i, we zot umited and now, wie arc moving onthe
puth ol prisress. ™

President Sall of Senceal said thers way an ureent necd o counter
the perception that the risk level indoing business in Adncais very
high in order for the continonr to aftract relewant offshore
mvesinens.

In his remarks, the Prosident of Afican Developmem Bank. L,
Abrnveurnm Adlesinn odvocatled Do e estublishiment ol
investment banks by African coontrics specifically o addrcss
vt unamplivment and job creation and advised tal emphasis
should be on wrvestments racher than vourh crapowerment as is
vurmenbly e carg

Adicerd said banks should soc potentials mmovouth rather than sk
by pranting thern credil o enable thern b imvest amd tane The
fortumes of Aflica soound,

ITe lmnented that he poverty level was sUll high bl sgid the
continent posscssed wlan itakes to chanee the namative,

Flank ol the young people; we can's keep postpomng their Hilore
inta the furure, Bvervhody secs naks among voung people, We
must change that. We have a goowch mate that doss ool create jols,
Govzinments ars not playving thew roles, Povertye 15 ot an asset,
Suli Ould Tab, Prisident, Avab Baok lor Development sad the
focws for Armican leaders should ae wouth cmpowerment snd
evalving enduring parmarships acioss te continent.

o ocountry alone can fight poverte o vouth and women, 15
bt parleerabip, We shoald be workiog on capacity building. 1¢'s
paramount.” he said.

Eaens Dase, Deputy Direclor-Cleneral, Duropean Commission
saicd Africans have voung entreprencurial spart thatshould be well
hiaresaed:

“We wunl locsupporl this enormocs spitic weth experiise. We'ne
looking st parmerships foar job creation. We wantto hoavily mvost
in vocaticnal proorammesand skill deselopment.” he said.

He gssured rhat the Commiszion would cannack huee funds for
TEF tir acale upols busingss and scale-up enlrep rang s,

Lhe Presdent of Afreximbank Bink, Prof Bencdiet Orvamah
huugel oo eslablishing  ard swstaining dillerznl levels ol
cooperation across At

Ie called (o robost investment in oafiasiooeciore s the
roomicatation of Afican vouths to refleer the realities of the 2 Lat
cenlury.

He gssured that the Commission aould carmark hose funds for
TET tiacale up this bus iness and seale-up entee prenenrs,

Sinee 2015, the TEF has commirted 5200 million ro identify, trin,
rnerilenrangd Gund TO.000A lrican entiepreneurs over 10 years,

The entrcproncamship programme aligms with th moals of fhe
Aftican Development Barl, whose Jobs for Youth in Affica
Stratezy ams to support African countries to create 23 million
Jobs i erpponees 30 million voune peaple by 2025,
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Aregbesola

Will Be
Remembered

In Osun State




overnir Baul Arevhesola hos oemimshialed thal homan
boinrs can make impact i any wivon sogicry, Dot
mecesnarly becouse ol weulth hul becoose of idess and 10
has sinca been said that idoas ruled the world. Arcghesols hayg
aomething in comman with Fidel Castrn, che Late leader or Cuba.
Castroowas entersod by the West, bot st the ond of the day, Cuba
was the enly conntey nthe Americas with no single recard of child
tradticrishmendt declared an “Trnlernatinonal Paradise " by TINTCTET,

the country bas the lewest child deatl rare in the two conrincnts of

Armerica: Boasting some ol e best hursan developinent indices in
[ha waorld, particularly mcducaion smad heacth,

Lt is et an cxagzeration that what Caswo did o Cuba, Arzabesola
has dovae thae same in the S et ol Osun,

Asong wrirer peaned this sone " Wa shall be renemberad. weechall
b remembered by owhal wee have dlene”, Ome ol the founding
lathers al’ Newswatch magasine, Ray Dpko recently asked in his
article in The Guardian, if Areghaola will be remamiberad by his
st We knoew thal higiory isowritlen by a ¥clor, Tivery public
ottice holder atarts writing his srory from che mament he iy clecred.
Arcghesols  wall cortumby be remembered  for s numzros
unforgettable pood deeds. The Philosophier slates: ™ the bestway Lo
live 15 to ldwe iache present and not sttcmpt to shape the foore, "
There are many pecple like Thkpu lvingin Csun, aml others outsade
the starz wha raipht have heard about Areshesnla and possibly o
ol enmiessity, cader o fmad oot what he bas dome e Tastcight years, T
is olwinns that a Teadar muse be represented by what he stands for
cicher for good or for cvil. As far as hestory of the teoure of the
et movernor i comeermsd, he willsurely be remembered for
hisaseveral untarzettahle good ceeds. A onetime PR pubernaterial
candidate in thz state, ence stated toaat che state has nothing to shoar
ey o acievernendt o the post s vears, Jostos b allen soad ol
when lics is allowred to provail for long ir right be taken for the
truth, There wert three weoops o menin the shate whanursed defial
they suflired as o teault of Arcpbosola's victory at the palls. The
first amronp wens those whe held on faopower due to Fleetoral
inanipidation foe threz and aha' T years heloes they were sacked Ty
the Court of Appeal. some have sinee joined the APC, The second
graup were the men fhat were soombng on (he tme that the
ubernararial election will come 1o their 2ones, b the couer verdic
blees o their chanee, This sceond emoup aremuch more desperats,
Cme ol them vesvedin 2004 thathe musbwin the election alall cosls,
failure which e was ready to die. He tried bur failed but has sinee
risdiisen] fe cies The thind praop comysts af polities] hangoers-en.
They benefit trom the pawer that be. The chanpz of power has
since rendered them beogzars and haters of Arcgbaola’s
alrvinistratier. Initially, they BElsely ulleped thal the neumbenl
maverner sutterod from cancer, burwehen thar kire failed o tlv, they
took to oriticising him that be was doing nothing i the stete, Tater
when Arepbescln turned the whole stolz to one greal construction
gite, they wers dumbfounded snd started seying thar the stere
indebiadness was bevond redempton. 5o far, theee i5 oo Tocal

government counctl area that bave not scen the mpast of

Arcuhesala's administratm. The sis-point intedgre] Action plan:
Banish Paverty, Banish Tluneee. Banish Unemploymant, Resmore
Healthy living, Premowe Funedenal Education, and Bobaes
Commimal Peace und Progress conbimue oy (he guiding prineiples
fill dare. Will Avecbesals be rememberec”  Yes. he womld ne
remembored = the man whi whiose mamdave was stolen by the then
incumrbent bul Toaght o legal batle  Toe three and hall” vears o
regain it to the extent that the then Fedoral Governmaent was mush
msre concernasd  Lhal the Tlecwseal Daw weas amended 1y ensure
thar furare Eleetoral litipation do net cxecsd s months,
Arcphesols would be remembered as the first governar m Migera
that emplayed 20000 youths udes the Oser Youths Lonplosment
Brheme  (O7ESY within his first T davs in office. 1f his critics
lorzebamd go obead Qi the rman T done nathing i the pisteiehl
waprs in office, the younths in thewr vazious wards and local
mvermments s will stancd oo conmter their negstive cmmiments
that they were the heneficiaries of Arezhesnla’s empowerment
palicies, Thelr parcnts and relagons will speak to the clzctorame that

thew have become employers oft fabour  through the Gy kS
SCTITMATE, About 30 el e rmer beneDetanes of the sehieme wall
aabilise their househoids that they became landlonds threogh the
O RS Schemé, and thatifthe scheme hes nat boesnom the rronmcd
they mighl sUll be weavdering aboul seeking for johs (hal are mot
available, Just fow wooks ago anather batch of the OYES Schone
i comumen ced the service despiie the dean parse of the sl T0
aolitical apponents friled o gee what the manAsesbesola kos doge
LA stk for thio pasteight yoeard, the students that were formerhy
leaming in pauliy sheds will celebrale the oo o modem
npaator of Opan lnve, a learnisa device that containg avar fd texr
Dok, Esl queslions and anseuns i WA T TOCA RN AT IO
NECO - and FakB, A device that was acknowiedeed b LNESLCO
and-even WAED, An cducational device thar made Oser end the
b Lo reveive several wwards avross Lhe alobe. Thie aver 20
acybconstiucred High Scheols. 22 Elomentary Schopls goe
enairh cymasure for thase with eves, irespective of tribes, colont
of eelipdon. I is no more news that President Muharunadu Bubal
ws dimbfoinder as to how the sovemor wees able to fund sgch
[acilities despitethe econeniic o nturm,  Apai fmvm the moderm
faedlities ther wers previced inthese now schoals, the schonlswcie
given hefiting school huses o Pamsport studests b and from
schoalas We may freet that the man provides free schoo! dniforms
forover 75 MHU studznts across the stane; burwoald the parcues and
pupals et Bal wmcusie they diogan the folore swlicn i@ shadl be
azkedl wha intradueed the same uniforms for all the puplls n
iy anc secpndary sehools, wlhoss narme seuld they menfion?
Free micals are daily beigr served acreess the sbade to e extent that
he state exporenced proractrical merease inschool enralment m
the primay schoals ahive any hier slates o Bigmeria, The Tree
mzls acheme has alse provided markets for both fanmers and
povhry Sarrners bovond the stare, The cpes consmmphon by the
pupils wentbevond the supply of the local Ermens Lo e exden that
fanmers in Kwara State now sclls tor the state cooks Ay ifthat was
all the state need b oserve as amasdel fie the Teder:1 movernmenk who
ana aince adaatad the free cchiools meal. The United Kinpdei was
izhly tapresscd T thesehisol sl proaremme that the sovemar
was invied o ocddeess the UK paliament over 1L O the
mtreductien of free sehools meal m UK., cach parentwas projeoted
wrsavie ahol £50.000 anmually, & prophel they sand B no respoul
excaptin hisowr home. while our peaple fail tosee that healthy and
wall-fod chuldren will lam bettor and porform excellontly well, a
foreipn counley saw the ampieclonce. The Primary schiol
curalmient rose from 0% e 80% in 2014, the highestin™Migeria.
The 200 7 West Alrvican Bacrminetion Caunc 1 (WATC bwas the best
so far i the history of the statc as the studones’ pesules rose from
49 5% L %L The Armericirs do day "anen’l seen nothing vel” In
cage these who clamed the man camet be remonbercd — tor
anthing, mayle (hey are alwavs Dyiog be and frome e sale
otherwise thewars likelhero have passed throveh the trompet bridec
har iz nncer construction al Gkanpan. They are likely o have haen
spnleowior e Cuozbo, [less, Lorom e B b imease thew have
ok, latthern osl feoowy onebad e Trormansy o the 30 Tocal sovermmeant
areas A the newy eatabhshed D opmental areas if thew have
experiencec. any road constructinn, the answel would likely be
positive. The health seermorand those that have heen saved dus tothe
aearest of hospitals and inaternity cecties wonild remeamber that o
AT weas v-charge of (he stale Laraiehl venrs | he acoiden! viclms
dhat were saved Caowabithe poenpt icspoirae ol e O Ambulioos,
will remembier  that Areshesals saved thon from diath, The
BEHAR.  the apancy thar picks and rehabilizate the mesralle-
vhal lened pepple aemss the st will Terever be wrate Tl Tor the
aain that resened and rehabiliared chem and  gave ticm a new Ll
arhace.

ot the secirity:  the stane has never bad it so geod a3 o is oday
ander the leadembip o Arepbesola. Prior o his alvenl armied
sobbers were ratling conunvnities so terribly o che exrent thar
Franbks in Tjrebog Homam anel other places hmd o be clossddinen, This
spyernmant mvested heavile both ln men and scourity gadiaets
mchudine srmonned vehiehe Arepbesebn s lenving e slie os one
of the gafest states o Nigeria Sant from Yahoo Mailon Andraid

T e
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Investment Opportunities

T he Migeman Coentent Development and
Momitmng Board (MNCDMB), has pledged s
suppirl o Notore Chemical Industvies Ple 1w
Tully develop s industrial complex so 1l could ofTer
integrated services to ol and gas companies and
werease  its contributions to the agricultural and
wntrastructural sectors,

The Exceutive Seerctary NCDMB, Engr, Simbi Kesive
Wabote visited the company in Eleme, Rivers State
recenthy and took cxtensive ground and senal oot the
facilitics. i

He stated that the agro-alliad, petrochemicals and power
company had bigeger potentials Tor industeializacion,
notably because it his natal gas resources, penerates
its own electricity and lad recently been granted lfree
tradde wone status by Lhe Federal Goyvermment. He added
that the ample land mass and other natural assets also
pessilioned tie complex perfectdy Tor hosting allied
indusiries and servany as lomisties hase Tor key oil and
£as operations.

There 15 vast lamd here, so vou can also have
dccormmedation for projects, This localion could

This facility is just

15 kilometres to NLNG

in Bonny, so there is potential
to participate in the NLNG
Train 7 project.




hecome a staging ground for most of the NLNG
consteuction thatl would happen.”

Wabote sugrestad thatthe Motore's facility could also
be considered for the exceulion ol SNEPCo's Bunga-
Sonth West Apare’s deep water project. “That project
would also happen and we are looking for dratt and
vou have it here, 'There are potentials for ancillary
factorics that support the oil and gas sector.”
Recalling that the complex suttered poor
management when it operated as National Fertilizer
Compupy of Nigeria (NAFCON), Wabote
comimended the current management for revitalizing
the assers and expressed delight that key operations of
the Tertiliver plant wore being run by Nigerians. He
said: TAll the people manning the operations are
M igrarians.

The feelng 15 unbelievable and this 15 what we falk
about in NCDMB intarms of industeialization and the
svnergy we must build across sectors. This is one of
those compamies that are changng the face of Nigena
in terms of agriculoire, What the company does and
the impact to our economy is unhelievable ™

In his comments, the Group Chainmasm ol Notore
Chemical Ple, Br. Onajite Paul Okoloko thanked the
Executive Secretary tor the visit and appreciation of
the potentials that exasts inthe Facility,

He explained that Notore's assets suraddled across the
agricultaral, il and gas and infrastructural sectors
and the manapgement wis working to build a sceond

plant fertilizer plant, which would facilitate increased
support o farmers with high vield Lertilizers and best
practices lormore agricullural production.

(Meoloko said the company was determined to build
an industoal city and commmercialize some of ils
gascts, which includes the 560 hectares of land and
two kilometres of water front.

Avceording te ham, Tthe lurger piclure from one of our
subsidiaries. Notere Tndustrial City s w creale an
industrial chemical estate. Our tree trade zone is rated
number 1 by PricewaterhouscCoopers 1 the sensc
that 1 has a deep rver porl, LS melers of fradable
draft, with direct access 1o the ccean. We also have
560 hectures of Band and is the only Free irade 2ome n
the country that has gas and power,

"In our estate vou can have fertilizer plants and
petrochemieals because we have the wuas
et ruciure S0 you ean use that as raw malerial, AL
the same time we have a logisties base that can
support the oil and gas industry. 8o we have the
logistics on one hand and the commeraalizatom of
oas which 5 beiag Nared in the country. so this
becomes a gashub.”™

He stated that the company would work with vanous
stalkcholders to "optimize the location o creoate
significant amount of industrialization which is key
(v the ecomormie growth ol the country and a1 the same
time cmploy a huge amount of Tecal skills to support
the tacility we have here'.
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The Rivers State
Government

has proscribed all
youth groups
operating in the state,
saying the groups
have been hijacked

by cultists.

Thi_' Rivers Stele Governmenl has prosenbed all
vouth groups operating in the statg, saying the
wroups have been hjacked by cullists.

Governor Myesom Wilke spolke on Thursday when he
hardied over S0 pabrel vans Oued witle commaniculion
padgers to the Federal Special Anti-Robbery  Squad
(HARS) Seed Lye, Police Anti-Kidnapping Unic, Police
Anti-Cultism Tnit, Federal Toad Safety Corps and Bagle
e al the Governonznt Howse i Fort Harcourt.

"Rovers State Government 1s tully prepared and will do
everyiling required Lo proteel ives und properly. Withoul
the protection of lives and property, there will be no
sovernanes und development.

“Anybody operating under a youth body heneetorth will be
arresled by securily apencies. Belure vou vonlest for any
youth body's leadership, vou must send the nomes to the
1255 and Police for sercening. [F they are culiists, we will
et allow tham to aperate,” he said, The sovernor said that
he resolved o increase the support o the secusily agencics
beciise of tha succesdas recordad by Operation Sting. He
larmented that cullists have laken over vouth proups across
tha state, necessitating the state governmant to proscribe all
youlh groups, Governor Wike sad that the velueles and
punbaats donated to the security spancies mustbe deployed
lor securs Bivers state. In s renarks, the Rivers stale
Cormissioner of Police, Mustapha Dandavra. zaid the
securily deencies will wse the new secarily vaos W lackle
eriminuly across the stale,

R %) e
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he Rivers Sate Command of the

Migerian Secyrity  ang Civil

Defeace Corps, MNS5CDO on
Muonday paraded 12 suspects invplved in
ail bunkering and el diversion of
petecloum products,

Puaracing the duspewts he new
Commandant of MNSCDE | Me Muloar
I amen] smid the suspects wer2 areested in
warivws parls ol dhe Sae o offenes
ranging from stealing of perolzum
products wdiversion al'the producs.

He said imeks amd vehiclos psed i
conveving srolcn petroicnm prociscts wore
alse rnpoiided e anen el ke Cormrmesd.
Sluborar said s soon as hesssmoed olfoe
in July be constiuted an aom vanda. team
al” trained ollicers who specialized in
spatting vehicles amd frocks with
adulteraned and stelen peteoleun: products.
[l said theat the e s also rained om
naw T redentify ikl domp saed e the
Brate.

e saidd "en 3 1s0 July, 2008900 T3 HH Tilers
frieks comueyinge prosloets sospeeted feoche

illzaally refined A0 was apprehended at
Ahommima Jetty me Akuko-torn Tocal
Government Avea of the Statz On lar
Angust 20149 atabeur G00Frs a short truck
comveying  proeducts suspected 1 be
achalterated AGO was alzo arrested ar
Abonnire Jedly o Akoku-tore Tocal
Ciovernmien| Areaolthe St

"o lsr Auguasr 2019, 4 suspects weare
arrested wilh waguantiliable bape Giled
wilh srade ol shacked o open-hadied
oz lormy et GLLA junetion o [Mon

Harzoert Civy Local Governmenl Aaea ol

the Siule, On Zod Swsusl an open vin
loaded with suspested crude ol was also
arresied ut Macoba by Iheto Cement
Indusiry ruad”

0 the sance date ar 120000 a trock tully
L] with susseeted crode wil s 24,000
litzrs Lk speetally construeied within e
wuck was alse arvested at SPLC pipcling
Adun Shell right ol way m Pael Tareoory
Cther arreste e molode 8 snspests, 5
lomee tricks tially loaded with suspoctedd
lagally relined AGE were alse aléo
arremsies]"

He warned those

involved in stealing

and diversion of
petroleum products

to turn to new leave
saying that the Command
will go all out to put
them out of business.




he Igho Farmers Progressive Union

{IPFU), on Sunday 19th August met at

Hill Top Mgwe, Enuey, Enugu state to
review its activities. After extensive
deliberations. We resolved as follows;

1. It is no longer news that our farmlands
have been under siege by terrorists
masquerading as cattle herders, It is equally
waorrisome that our lives, ancestral lands, and
communities are under threat of heing
owerrun it we fold our hands and do nothing.

2. As the face of the New Farmer and modern
farming methods in Igboland, we are
cennrnitled Lo improvements in agricullural
production and thereby ensuring better yield
in praduce and protection of our numerous
subsistence farmers, the silent and dominant
weorkforce of lgholand, |FPU is not out to
lament, we are not out to plead, we know
where it pinches and we are determined to
ensure that our land is protected,

3. We are encouraged by the words of the
South East Governors Forum that they weould
hot alfow RUGA, NLTP or any other acranym
the FGM chooses to adopt 1o sell their
dupiicitous agenda. We are equally heartened
to hear the 5E governor's forum pledge to
encourage lgho farmers and entrepreneurs
who want to go into ranching of our delicious
efi igbo

4. We are desply concerned Lhal the
nefarious activities of the Cattle Herdsmen
has wrought havoc on our farmlands. This,
juxtaposed with wanton terror and
intimidation has made the ordinary farmer
Wery
cautious in tilling his land far farming

purposes, to the point of abandonment,

5. We are totally dismayed by the Tact that
the security agencies seem not to have
recorded much success in arresting this ugly
development, which has now snowhballed to
include murder, kidnapping
and rape.

6. We are gladdened by the pro-active
measures adopted by the S5E Governors
Forum at their meeting of 28th luly 20159, to
curl this menace. We would wish to suggest
that the Forest Ranger initiative be

backed up by legislation proscribing open
grazing on aur farmlands, thereby giving legal
muscle Lo Lhe operations of the Forest
Rangers.

7. IFPU acting as a pressure group, will hold the
feet of our political leaders and stakeholders to
the fire, and ensure this lofty goal is achieved.
We weuld alsp interface with other igho
leaders and pressure groups te ensure the
voice and the will of the farmers never gets
suppressedin this struggle.

Camrades our faith is in our own hands. We
cannot fold our hands. Let's engage, let's
encourage, let's make our voices heard and
ensure that the right steps and actions are
takento protect our people.

Join |FPU today, let’s secure igboland for our
children andthe generations unborn,

Chief Maxi Ok
Ikenecheohy 11
Protem WNational Challman

Comrade Uchenna Nuadi
Protem Malional Seeretary
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Expatriates in Nigerian's oil,
gas sector drop by 80%.... NCDMB

he Faecutive Secretary.

Nigerian Content

Develapment and
Monitoring Board (NCTDWT,
Mr. Simbi Wabote, savs that the
number of expatriates working m
the Nigerian oil and gas sector has
been reduced by B0 per cent.
Wabote discloscd this on Monday
in Aluga al the NCTIWT's thind
quarter engagement with the
medie.  which focused on the
major achicvements of the hoard.
“From 2010 till date, the board
has reduced the number of
expatriates i the Nigerian
petraleuny induastey by 80 per cent.
The exceutive secrctary sald that
brelore the implementation of te
Migerian il and (Gas Industry
Conlenl Development
(NOGICTY) Act, ml welding
activities were done ouiside
Migeria because of lack of world-
class welding facihines,
“Today, we are fabricating ahout
H0,000 metric tonnes per annum
i Nigeria, which never exasiod
hefore.
“We have about five world-class
wilding vards as we speak 1oday,
These welding facilities can
compete with any of their peers
vutside the country,
“Today, 95 per cenl of service
companies in the oil and gas
sector, be 1t anshore amd swamp
drilling activities, well
intervention ftacilities, well
simulalion activities and others,
arc heing done by Nigerians.
“These used to be the exclusive
preserve of mullinational
companics ke  Sehlumberger,
Haliburten and others; but
Migerians have tuken all thosc
responsibilitics in the land and
swamp areas, especially in the
sred ol drilling,” he suid.

Engr. Simbi Weabote

(U the operations of the upstream
sectorn. Wabote noted that m the
paslil was the mullinahionals that
were operating all the existing
ficlds.

Hu, Inmwiever, said that Nigerians
were now operating those fields
which accounted for between 25
pereent and 30 pereent of ol
production 1o the country, aside
domestic gas production.

The execunve seerelary wlso saud
that margin felds were currently
being produced by Nigerian
cormpanics, adding maolccules w
oil production.

Nigerians how
occupy key
positions and
deliver critical
services in the

industry.
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NCDMB to train 1,000

Kano youths on Phone repairs,
software Installation

...As CEO roll cut Plans

The Nigerian Content Development
and Menitoring Board (NCDHMB)
saidy it would [yench a taining
scheme for 1,000 ‘:-'Gu'fh':i in Kane on
phone hardware repairs, software
installations and Entrtprcrrtur:ihip
development,

he Migeran Cantert Development
and anitorineg, Boand (WNCTT )
sl 1l would Twch v wmingg
sthome for O vonths m FKano on phane

hardwan: repars, software  installations
and Entreprensurship developrent.

The Execurive Secretary of NCDOIMEB Engr.
Simbi Kesive Wibote who stated this in
Abujurecenlly ul g WMaodia crgapementanl
thi programmme will developa poel of foeal
talents Zor the Asscmbly of (350 phoncs
and  developmenr of software application
that are currentdy laresly importad.

[e caid the teainng was part ol Che
Aarengy's continue] wlvocacy weextend e
Migerian Contens Act to other qeinical
gectors ofthe Boonomsy

He sawd the NODME was also supposting
the rebuilding of the Morth East Region.
which had hesn irpacted negatively by
T ST R,

in Fuly we compleial the mining ol 107
[nbemiglly Bisplavisd porsons under vhe Fuir

Lhance Initiative. T'he bereticiaries weare
selected (ronn Dorne, Wik arud Aukamaea
st aned woere rwmed  on Plumbing,
Flewstrieal, Carpentry, GSM phome ropeing,
digiral aoft skilss, soap making and bead
miaking.’

We are partnering with the [ndustrial
Traming Tund (TTT and wther bodies o
atiarh the tramecs Ly esleblish companices
o enmable than perfect thaar ol Feam tha
buzinzss side of their trades end underzo
mentaring .

Meanwhile the Exccutive Becraary alsg
wsed the vocasion e reel oul soane ol the
suhigvemen s recordad inopMice,

Part o the achievenenls 1 Uhe progress <o
far oo discussions with mvestors oo (b
establishmenr of LPG {cooking gzas) |,
Cvlinders manufacturing plons, LPG
depiis and Cras processing facilities,

“We o oare particulorly interested e the
eslablishment ol an mmlund LRG depotd in
A w complement. Feclera, Goyvuemimenl
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PH-Refinery Graduates
80 Youths in Skills Acquisition
from Its Host Communities

Sofowora explained that
the company had earlier
trained 155youths in
various areas of trade
in its first and second
editions and the recent
edition has brought the
number of beneficiaries
to 235.

s parts of ils corporale sovizl
responaihility, the Port
Harcourt Refining Company

Lymited, PHEREC, at the wockend
eroduaied 50 youlhs lrom ils hest
commmunites who wers trained on (s
third edition of Yourth Empowerment
and Skills Acguisition Programme,
¥ HSAPR

The beneficiaries drawn from Fleme
and Okrika wore rained mowelding
amd  (abricalion, iolormation and
commmunicalion technology, food
processing. catering, hairdressing.,
tashion design, interlocking stones,
and block noldinge,

Startar packs such as sewing
machings, power generating  sets,
hairdryvers, and  washers, welding
machines, welding inverters. gas
coolers, cooking pols were presonled
ta them according to the skills they
acquired.

Speaking al the cvenl, Munaping
Dhivecor of PLIRC, Abba Buka, who

presented e bonelciaries will
Certificates of Completion and the
starter packs, charged the participants
nol L %e]] the peacks. but vse themn and
be  economucally  cinpoewered  with
their acguired skills,

Buka cxplained thar the company is 2
commitment to its corporate soeial
resporsibility and sustenance of iy
commnity relations, investad in the
skills acquisition rraining for the youth
ol its host communilics of Elemg and
Okrika.

11z Turther tasked nembers olile host
communities, to continge on the par
ot peace and negotiation. wsing the
Joint Communily Helutions
Committes platform sef oup by the
company, to resolve any
disagreements that they may have.
Accordmig to him, Skills aequisition
araed vouth empowerinent are no doubt
o PrOven ronte fo economis prosperity
forany conmmunity.

Italfords the youlhs the opporiunity 1o
explore inher creative ralents in them,

build conlidence and explore channels
for wseful economic  involvement,
It is my hope and heliaf that the youth
cmpowennenl and skills sogquisilion
proenmrnie will divert e aliention of
the vauth from erimes and criminality
as they would he cocenomically
prececupicd. And theretore roduce
cases ol stnle, apprebension wad voulh
restivenass i the communities

ort Harcoutt Refining Company M1
alsor gssured members of the host
cownmunilies . they  would  be
cartied along in the dilleren phases of
the company's planned rehabilitation,
adding that the company was
commmifled to munluining e eordisl
velationship with the communities,
At the same wein, PHRC Executive
[hrector, dervices, Wr Babatomde
Sotowora, said that the graduation of
the 2rd wcdition of YLSAP was g
testarment o the commitment of the
conmpany and NNTC to foster mutual
und swnbiohie relutionship wilh the
host communities.

Wowaes

33



OGONI
CLEAN UP:

Pan Ooni Yonch Oraanization knomsn as Ozoni Youth

Federation (YL, hasaccused the management af the

Lhrdracarbons  Pollution Remediation  [Mroject
LHY PREP) of using the Federal Crovermment as o cover up to
sabotdoe the Chront clean-up process.
The grouprwbich expressed tos ioa petiten o Lhe Ofce ol e
Woe President of the Uaderal Bepublic of Migeria, said what is
on peoand in Oweoni regarding che clzanup process was 5
complets deviation ofthe LS BEP report recommendat on onthe
clean-up ofthe polluted crvironment.
The petiton which was sipned by the president ol the body,
Comade Legborai Yasmabana read in part; “Daring the flap-
off event, of the Ooonn cleanap, the Federal Ciovernment
stater! that the implementation of the Beport will be done
holistically and in a manner thar cnsures transparcncy.
goeountability, genuine partnership snd proper representation

althe poenple al the erssrools ws el | s pgoaranlee job crcation
B wanng peapile aned 1I1:||.Ar|gm-a'lliﬁfl isclusteies regquiced for
[rncessing agriculmeal Prochicewill he it n place™

“MTore L three vears aller the Qag-ol] and (e laadable
assiness Event, e Tepmel Do stule that the maaner and
pruncg?.sh} For the tmplemention ol the recommiendstions of
the LINEP Report run completely against the assurarces given
lig the Fetleral Covermnznt and e onpuartactly, (he vers
recernmiendationsalthe LNEP Repor™

The group rewveliod that the pallinlive messures idenlilie] by
IMEER in theny recornmmeradations 1o allesiate the plight ol 1he
Oeoni people have Deen lawed which includss, Provisian of
adl:L:lul.L:: HOLTUES urdri:uking waler 1o the allected pennle,
posting sians, o orens where hydeocarbons were chaerved on
qurface water, warning peeple not to fish, swim or pathe in
thiose areas. ensuring that evervone whe has consumed water
from contaminated  sowees wndertakes a comprcheasive
medical exammation by plasicians knewledgeable about the
possiale advorse effcets of the hvdrocarbons deteotod.
Comprehensive decommizsioning of ol facilities that fail an
“Asser Inteority Management IPlan for Chgoni, setting ap of an
Inregrarcd Contaminated Soil Management Cenore comprisilip
ann Incineracer. Themial Unit. Soil Washing Unit and a
Contammated Water Freatment Unit.

The centre, which should drive the clean-up, lsexpected to haa
rdern industeial enterprize in Ogeniland that would cimploy
lundreds of people bringing all sowrces OF ongoing
contamination, iteluding srtisanal refining, o 8 switt ond
hofore the clean-up, and for the pumose, the sumiof % 10 million
is recormnended for the provision of alternative cmployvmcnt
for those m artizenal relining, oz oflcrs,

The body, in the seticion alse sgid: * We consider itvery sad and
harbaric that, as we speak, not only has nothing being done
about amy eF these cmcrrency mesuras bat also the natonal
and mtcrnational visibilice of the Owoml 1zsoc bhave been
fravdulently exploited o seore choeup poline) points af cvers
apparlunt v

The body frommed against woat it deserihed as, the™ complete
alicnation of the Ozonis indigencs in the paricipation of the
clean up exercise, which sends & daneerous signal to the world
fhat the cleanup process s another momick desigmesd W
[rustrale the Choni clean-up and sead Owont (o cconomic
eatingfion,

While expressing corfidence in the commitment of the Federal
Government to implernent the Opond elean-up to speeitfication,
e evoup called en the Federal Coverament to myvestigate e
avlivitics of HYPELP and save the Oweoni people [han
msttuicm: | sibo e by HY PREP,

I'I.I:'I:i‘I!IiM




FG to Build 4 Million Houses
By 2023

he Feaderal {iovarnment has
promiscd to daddress  housing

deficit by delivering one million
hasuses por vear to close the 17 million
shortGall by (e wvenr 2023,

The Minister ol Slale, Works  aml
[Hepusing, Mr Abubokar .-"'n.“:r'u__ dizcloed
thiz in Abuja duricg an inspection of the
Federal Housing Authority {FHAY mass
housing projeet i Zuba, Federal Cepital
Territory,

Alveu smid the govermment had decided to
impryie e cormenl comsiruadion ol
|00, DO Tcses pee years in arder i meet
the basic needs o the people.

“The production now is low: we are
conatructing TOOLON0 houses per year and
wi hope to improve it by constraetine one
million houses per vear n order to close
the gap of 17 million to 20 million
h 0 1 4 1 m [
deficitahy the vear 20033,

“Thit is the targel of government, we are

o R s i

" :ttf'l IH’II;.‘.'.‘-

conmmrittad to diing that and to ensuare that
the provrammes. policics are
accomplished

e el provide enabling cnvirammenl
Lo allmel inveslors mibe thae seclor o help
solve the problem ol hoasing deliclin the
cordey and ty achisyve the governrient's
g by 2023 he enid.

Alrvn also osaid that the problems
saaocistod  with acouisition  of  lands
would be addresaed.

Speaking on the Zubs project, e
minisler said 10 was desiened spec Deal Ty
[ adid ress the hoge housing daficit o he
el ard lovas incamae earners,

He said the project which was to ba
completed by Angus: was delayed
because of the tainy séason.

The minister gave asswance that the
govormment would deliver the project as
ST A s,

e will ensure thm the project s
comipleted soon, hecause il is cme of our

primary focuses.

“That iy wheye it 35 our first peint of call
afrer manzuranion,” ke said,

Mr Umar Gonte, Acting Managing
Director, THA rederaled  sovermiment's
wonibmend o ensuring halihe common
Migeriana  hove necess Lo olliedable
hosing

He zaid that the project was among many
others spread across the country by the
federal zovermnen:..

Ciomter said thet the houses wers designed
lor Tivwe-inearme: etarmers Besth an the puble
and privale sector and the seli-eirployed,
once they meel up with the criteria
Me lbrabhim Shoaibu, the Project
Manager. whotook the minister round the
site, said the 764 housing waits woneat 73
per centcompletion stage.

The howsing proqect 15 Toeated near the
Fuha Yodel Markat, the Zuba Spare Paris
Market andthe FCT College of
Fidueation. (kAN

]



Igbo summit calls for
plebiscite on future of South
East region

gho people of south castern

region of Nigeria have

eapressed regrel that what
was cnvisaged  as the hinding
principles of the Nigerian nation
state no longer exist. They
therelore called for a plebiseite Lo
determine  the future of the
region.

The people noted that the Faderal
Bepublic of Nigeria as il cxisls
today is a phantom political state
which has lost all the basic
principles of rule of law, justice,
equity and humane values:
anarchy now prevails ino all
spheres afthe society.

In a commumiqué at the end of the
2019 Igho National Summnil.
presided over hy the Chairman,
Enugu State Council of
Traditional Rulers His Rowal
Majesty, Igwe Amb. Luwrence
Aguburu, the participants nated
that “The Republic has been
seized by one ethnic nalionality,
namely, the minerily Fulani who
do not hide their intentions to
wipe out the indigenous
populations and their religions
and tum the femritory mlo an
[alamic State az has heen
arrogantly stated by the Fulani
Mationality Movement

(FUNAM).”

The communigué ol the Tirst ever
Taba Mational Sunnit with the
theme Peace, Sceurity and
Development of Alaigho and 1ler
Neighbours”. which was sizned
by Chairman, Alaigho

Uzodinma Nwala, Chairman of
the Organizsing Committee, Prof.
Ukachukwu Awuzie. Chairman
of the Association of South East
Town Lnions, Emeka Diwe and
21 others, nowed that Ndigho have
continued 1o be marginaliscd in
the scheme ol things with key
appointmenis going tothe North,

Ini the communigueé, entilled “The
Crwerrl Treclaration,” the
participants noted that  the
endemic instability in the
Federation his been due to an
inherent incompatibility of values
between he dominant rehygons,
iraditioms  and  cullures ol 1ts
mdhgenous ethme nationalities,
stressing that this has been made
worse by the deliberate act of
manipulation by the British
colonial authoritizs who, through
manipulation of the Federal
structure and census, leli powerin
the hands ol the Fulam minorty,

Development Foundation, Prol, | The participants therefore *Urge

all Pan-Tgho Crganizations,
including the Alaighbho
Development Foundation {ATDF),
Association of South-East Town

Umions (ASETU), World  Igbo
Conareas (WIC)  concerned
Christian Clergy and
Fepresentative  Orzanizations,
particularly the Christian
Association of Mgena Souih-
Last (CAM-50L),  from our
contiguous Neighbors including
the Coalition ol all Pro-Bialra
Groups, and the vindictively
proscribed non-vielent
Organization, TPOR, to
collectively workk in poelitical
synergy Tar our collective
aspiration for self-determination,
e ensure our survival and lead the
pursuil of the realization of our
collective security, destiny and
development as a froe, prosperous
peace loving People bound
together by the pnnciples of Sclf
determinationand freedom.



The camp of former
president, Goodluck
Jonathan has accused
Buhari administration

of trying to make a case
against former President
Goodluck Jonathan by
claiming that he is
responsible for the
$9 billien judgment
aqainst Nigeria in the
United Kingdom in 3
case brought against the
nation by Messrs P & ID.

Jonathan Camp Speaks On $9bn

Judgment Against Nigeria, Makes
Revelations Against Buhari, Cabal

ormer pregidential aide, Reno Omokrd, In &
statement on Saturday, said the attempt to
rewrite history will backfire.

Omokri said part of the filings regarding the case
read: "P&ID submits that it entered a gas supply and
processing agreement with Nigeria's Ministry of
Petroleum Resources in January 2010, Pursuant to the
agreement, P&ID claims that it would build the
necessary facilities and then refine natural gas into
non associated natural gas fora period of 20 years.”

According to him: "Now, Nigerians
should stop there and ponder. This
transaction occurred in January of 2010,
Former Presiden!  Jomathan 1
President in Januwary 2000, Dhucing
time, hawas completely shut ourof power
by an une cabal that ran Nigeria
during the 1 ol the ill healih of the
late President Yaradua,

Matipnal Assembly counrag
intervenad on February 9, 2014
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"That cabal not only fought against the
ascension of then Vice President Jonathan
{0 the office ol acung President, bul went
hevond that to take documents. including
budgets and contracts, to Saudi Arabia,
and claimed that the then ailing President
Lhnaru Musa Yar'adus had siemed then.

"Nigerians may Tecall thut the cabal
announecd on December 28, 2009 that the
ailing President Yar'adoa had signed a
supplementary budget and other
documents from his sick bed in Saudi
Arabia, without the forcknowledge or
acquicscenee of then Viee President
Tonathan or the Fxecutive Council of the
Federation.

"In tact, a weelk later, the Conterence of
Nigeriun Political Parties (CNPIF) came
out with an expose allesing that the
stgmadures on the documents were lorged
and Femi Talana (SAN) took up the case
in court.

"The man who packaged and arranged the
signing of the contract with P & 1D was a
member of the cabal and Yar'adua's
mindster for petroleum, the e Eilwanu
Taakman.

"W Tukman and other members of the
cabal treated then Vice President
Jonathan with disdain and kept him in the
datk about their aelions because he had no
exceutive authority, as the then President
wasz unable to hand owver to him as
constitutionally stipulated due to the
suddenmess olhis i1l health,

“Thul same cabal has resurrecled and has
now coalesced around President
wWuhammada Buhari, with some of them
being made either ministers, or formal
and mlormal advisers, Ay g matter of [acl,
the main man behind that eabal is now one
of the closest persons to General Buhari.

"Wiserians may want to note that while
this controversial contract was signed in
January of 2010, former President
Jomathan only became acting President an
Fehruary 9, 20110,

"So, If the Buhari administration i3
looking for someone to hlame for this
judgment awainst Nigeria, it should ook
atits owncubal”

Let me sumunarnize, for those too lazy do small
rescarch,

After Yaradua's dcath, the cabal took over
government for close to 6months, completely
shutting (EJ out of govermment. Within this time,
Late Rilwane Lukman who was the petroleumn
minister-at the time quickly packaged a fraudulent
deal with P 8 112 and signed Nigeria's future away.

When GET finally took over, the deal was reviewed
and found to be bad market for Nigeria, so he insisted
that the deal be renegotiated. P&TD refused, knowing
fully well what they got from Rilwane and instead
took Nigeria to arbitration. In 2013, they won the
arbitration and were awarded about $6billion, being
the money they would have carned if the deal had
oone ahead, whereas, Nigeria would have sarned next
to nathing.

GEJ, the diplomatic man that he is sent Diezani.
Okonjo Iweala and some other guys o Ireland t©
negotiate an ont of court settlement with P&TD.
Finally, early 2015, PEID agreed to take S850nmillion
instead of Sébillion.

But GEJ then handed over to Buban who first wasted
trnonths before facing governance. Then he made
himselt petroleum minister and without even
understanding the details of the deal and subsequent
arbitration and out of court settlement, and in a bid to
vilify his predecessor, Buhbari refused to pay the
$830miltion and went back to court, Ultimately, he
lost the case, as expectad and because it's baen Gyaars
since the original arbitration, the money plus inleres!
acerucd is now 38 _9billion.

P&ID are no longer interested in the out of court
settlement and have now been given authority to take
over all of Nigena's assets in the UK to the tune of
$8.9bilkhon. if they don't get up to that amound in the
UK, they will also take their case to the T and U3
until every penny is paid. Worse, every day that
passes, the money coninues to yield interast.

In conclusion. a crminal cabal created this mess for
us, GEI did hisbest to minimize the effectofthe mess,
hut Buhari. in a bid to spite (GET spoiled everything.
Now here weare....

What the people of Nigeria need is a referendum to
end this evil contraption called Nigeria and an
emergence of the stifled nations within,

We CANMNOT besilent aboutit. He thatis silent in the
days of the adversity of the oppressed. 18 more guilty
andhas takenthe side of the oppressor,
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