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he Chief of Army 5taff,

Lisutenant General Tukur

Buratai, inaugurated the &3
Brigade of Migerian Army and flaged-
off Operation Egwu Cke (Pythan
Dance)in Asaba, Delta State.
M Buratzi, represented by [amil
Sarham, a Major General and General
Officer Commanding [GOC), &
Division, said the brigade would
ensure peace, security and promote
cammerce in Asaba and its environs,

He said the essence was to checkmate
Lhe rmyriad af securily challenges in
the country,

He said the establishment of military
formations reguired huge financial
commitment, adding that while the
various gavernments made
prowvisions, other stakeholders waould
ke reguired to support the project to

ensureadedqLlate security.

| therefore call on the government
and the good people of Delta to
support the oaperations of the 63
brizgade and the formations in Koke
and Cleh,

"I am alsg in Delta to flag off the
operation Egwu Eke 2 [Pythen
Dance),a Kin 11, Okpanam Road,
fsaba” he said.

Mr. Buratai assured all law abiding
people of the state that the Army
would ensure adequate security and
salely even as Lhe nalion approaches
the 2019 genaral electians,

He said the Army would woerk in
cooperation with other security
ageticies toensure peace inthe state.
The army chief said at the end of the
python dance exercise,” the python

muszt have swallowed all the

hoodlums, bandits, kidnappers and
rmilitants amaong othersin the country.
“The python will also address the
issues of fake news by unpatricotic
elerments; it is @ necessary that we
draw the attention of all well-
meaning Migerian that they must
have at the back of their minds the
impartance of natianal security,” he
zaid,

“It is my great pieasure
naumirate the 63 i"! Eif i:t
: --'Jliﬁlf-ﬁi'u,?‘“

lives and proparty E ?tk:“e
the comntry,”

'NSDC Generates NSO0m
From Licences In 2018’

he Migerian Secuarity and Civil
Defense Corps (NSDC) said it
generated over NBOO million as
revenue from approval and rencwal of
licences of Private Guard Companies
(PGCs]in 2018,
Media Assistant to the Commandant
General of NSDC, Mr. Soji Alaoi, said this
indkua.
He said the amount was paid into the
rederal Govarnment coffers.

The aide added that the carps
registered and licensed 1, 212 PGCs in
Lhe yean under review,

Alabi said over 80 PGCs were sealed for
non-renewdl of their of their licenses
even after they had been warned by the
monitoring department of thecorps.
Hesaid 102 licensas of some PGCs were

alze revoked due te non compliance,
and that the corps assisted PGCE in the
training of over 4,000 personnel for
effective performance.

He adwised owners of PGCs to ensure
internal security standards as there was
high cxpectations from them.
Meanwhile the Migerian Security and
Civil Defanze Corps (MSCDC), ligaws
command, said it had recorded no
fewer than 1,215 court cases between
lanuary and Decernber, 2018,

The spokesman of the command, Mr.
Abdullahi Adarmu, said in a slalernent in
Dutse Lhal Lhe cases included 487 civil
550 e,

The statement said the criminal cases
comprised armed robbery, theft,
burplary, conspiracy, gross indeconcy,
vandalism, fraud rape, gross

“Do not allow forelgners
head your companies
because it is against

the law guiding the
operations of P&Se
in the country,”

misconduct, assault, use of illicit drugs,
breach of trust ond tresposs, cmong
athers.

It cxplained that out of the 487 criminal
cases, 44 were trarsferred to relevant
agencies for furtherinvestigation, while
326 were successfully prosecated in
court and 117 were still awaiting trial.
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our persors ware repartedlhy killed
doriae 4 fehe belween rival calt
group i Bening the Mo Suate
capital. It was ahered that o fight broks
omt hetwraen the cult oroup on Monday
orver peclrschose] desyes lending o (b
death of faur people.
Vg learnl lhal hees ol visims e
killed st didferent locations in Opidy 2xis,
whilz the fourth one was shot dead at
Lluborarey,
Stmree said the the firse victim gt Cheids
wirs killed by rival enle oroup after eating

-

a plate of pepper scupoal o joind.addie
that thiey wore killed between S and 10pm.
The seeomed wierim wassaidl uy have baeen
killed i hos bodrmom, whon unidentificd
ganrner shicr Binvon his head throngh the
Wi,

Thee thitd victnn was allepedly chasied by
[is Al leers and killed witlia baule axe,
Lt wegs pathered that the fourly viethn 24id
ta be in company of lis friend when his
asstibants shol himy e the bagk
acvieraly

Sh In E

| |
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“Llenral that the youne nian sas w il ong
uf his fdimd when sieme poeple atacked
hran, s friend was said e have ran inl
lis house, hinking that the vichim glso
eacaped, nnknowen to him that his fiiend
et s skl b the smmen, ™ hesaid

When contacted, the state police police
public relations afficer, 5P Chids
Mwghumar, siid he wasnol aware of the
iz ac Oalda,

“L dent't kiness abeut tae Cenda ineident,
what | ko 5 whar Laqll tell e he
said.

Gov. Ayade Urges Buhari, Atiku. Duke,

Others To Take Vacation In Calabar

iwvernor Ben Ayade
il Cross Faver Slale
Las called om all the
presideniial candidales v ving
for the coversd seatnofnrtu

The e cmr made the call
Suncay eveming owhen o he
Jagged ofl the 3
segmenl ol the 20 day
Calaoar Carnival, stating that

Prosgident
Bubhar,

dry Tun

Mubammado
Formuer
Proeswdent Atikn Abubakar,
Yormer Governor of Lhe state
and presidential candidate of

sucvess [ul,

1 wunt to use this
eppartunity, on behalt of the
slale governor e msiie all the
coandidates ol waricus
pulitical puriics Lo come for
s year's carval,

e want them to take off
from  their
ard

Carnival

ome weck  mest
carnpaizns  and  eomni
ey Thermselves.
Cialabar docs nol konow any
pulitical pany or religion,
“wWhen von come to Calabar
far the carnival. wou are as
free agair T will like to invite
them to come here and relax
andd as the people see them.
muayhe those who une shle to
danee better may attract more

Vi
Tl
THe owie wanl e see Lhe
candidates who can coome

president to talee, at least. one

wesale vacation in the city of
Calabar

He sand the eily will affond
thern e luxury ol unwinding
from the hectic presidenrial
campaign that will soon
ensue,

the wacation will enahls thetn
to relish, especially as it
wonld he climaxing on
December 28,

Speaking through the sale
deputy sovernorn, Prof lvara
Fou, Avads clarified that the
invitation to the prasidential

candidates, including

the 5D and others. has no
political undertone as the
carnival has no affiliation
with any pohtical partics.

" This s e foal doy-tun and
the event is looking as If
waday isthe grand finale, ' I'his
that

second dry

shionars ouir first and

Fnn Was

liere and rock it berter, insuch
& wany some people may be
encourasee orvobs tor them,”
he said, Barlicr, the Chainman
ol the Calabar Carnivial
Coarmnns sion, Me Gabe Onna,
said thal the cormival has
become the melune pot of
Africa's hospitalits.
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ivers Slale Guvermur, Syesomn
Lezznven Wike has culled on the

waple of Eleme to work
towurdls the peacelul eolthrenement ol a
Mew Paramenn! Buler following the
passage of One-Fh Eleme X, King
Sanmel Olukalijive.
Apealing during the nrial service of the
late Omne-Eh Eleme X, King Samuc
Oluka Ejre ot Holy Tanily Anglican

Church, ™chia Eleme, Covermor Wik
sind that Clemets key o Bivers Stale and
Migeria, henee itmust emain peaceful.
He smounced the sppoiniment ol an
Acting Tracditicnal Ruler of cthe area,
whr 15 expected to act till the people of
the area choose another King,

The governor described the [ate
Traditiomal Ruler as a peaceful man who
eosurcd  thul peace prevailed  weross

Work Towards A Peacerul Enthrenement 0f A New
mmmmt fiuler. Gevernor Wiks Telis Hieme People

Lleme Land,

O bebalt of the government and
people ol Rivers Sl [ oller my
hearifelt candolences and prayers to the
entite people of Eleme at this pariod of
RETTAIW.

"L lived a very good lifs The Family
should confinue o uphold his come
vulues and premoete peace ol all times”,

Haz preved that the suecessor of the Lata
Traditiwmal Bulder would be o mun ol
peace, committed to the welfare of
Blome  poople. "A wise, kind-hearled
i progoessive monarch, s Mejesly
hagd been a partner with government and
a champion of peace and sustainable
development, It 15 1o s credidt that
Fleme land witnessed peace  and
Develomment durine s reian ", e said.
The govemeor staled thal enly one person
will succeed the Late King. adding that
other leaders of the wrea should Tally
roned the person forthe good oftha area,
Grvernn Wikeuroed the people to wiork
i umily lor the carly replacement ol the
lave Traditional Buler, for the
continvation of his good works.
The limeral service atlracted leaders and
politicians from across the state,

Ogoni clean up: F& handover sites 1o contractors

he MMintgcer ol
Environmuent,
Suleiman Hassun

Frrlier Bisvees Stale Govemior. Myesom Wilke deiricd whm he:
deseribed asthe delibermte negloct of the Nigzer Delta

doelivitien laok place as

,despite clections ypproached.

Zanma said in Port Hareourt on

Fridax that Foderal
Gieverrunient as cormmanced
the handover of sites for tha
commencement of of Ug.nnl
clean up sxeicise,

Hulemian Hossan Zame whis
dhimelosed thisdurdnga conrlesy
visit w Governor Wike al
Clovernment House,  Porl
ITareaurt, .
Governor that the Ministry of
Hrvironment 15 working with
the Ilvdrocarhon Pallution
Hemadiation Projsel,
HYPRIP 1o ensure el 1he
legnup ul’{_fignniland isaarried
(T

Tl s "W are here o sen the
tone b cnable the foundation
laying of a roburst
incergavernmental

eollabaration which yeu have
been doiny especially in ihe
et ronnental sector”

zasurced the

the fact the resion 1T unteld enviromments! hardsbap for
kecping the country s ot

Cipverner Wike said that environmental degradacion caused by
oil explaration is worse than insurpency.

e said: "While we suppot the flahting agdingt inswrpency,
nathing Is worse than En‘l’ll‘ijnln‘f;t‘!.ﬂ| pollation. We suffer
Preuse we are allowing Migeiia o survive, Weare sulTering G
Sigeri b vas [ s through cueoil that hgerio s suraving,
"W g chving becnuse weare keepmg theconntey alive. Mok v
wanls Lo give us (he siention Imuimﬂ These people wlio are
sufferimniz bevause of the nution's ‘,u:ruv.sl w1l give therm
priarity e sunvive? ™

He UIE,ﬁﬂ the Fsda al t'“mf-_l et & W iﬂﬁdla‘l.l- funds fiom 'rhe
n L;k,__wonl land, 'Ihe gnverrr-gr .Sﬂtq:l it shanld be done ir same
r'rbanfmth.il ||:|fld$1.-'.--¢l!'¢ wllfﬂjm Wl .1;- il |E'1r.m|n‘.gem._g.

"They took $1billion from the Exeoss Crude Accounts o Hzht
insurazney: 1 sav they should take $500million from the Excess
Croge Acvoannty (e che Ogani Clean ap seteise,”

TF vo T Wwld me earlice thar vou wene L‘t}mmgﬂ Trepuld have
preavided i hielioupler ol s 1 My vz ﬂbﬂ.}lll Farnl, Yo will
wocp it the level of anironmental damage ", the governor said
The zovernor rearetted that the Oooni Cleanup Exercise hos
been polinigised poobing out Ui the Minisiee ol tnsionmment is
[anding cver Hites W eontricors throe v i afler Vice President
Yenn Esicbajo [1; apeed ol the exeicise, He sl the wwo

"Three yearsau. the Presidient

represented by the Viee

Prezident tlagzed nft the clean

up-during the remn elections,

One month 1o the gensel

electiong, the klindsler of
Enviromment hias come Lo hand

over thesims,

SIEL el voy Dhelicve sinoerely

that you people want to clean

o Lol Barm el s

lics. Surprise me and prove me

wrong *, hizgasd.

Ile called on the Minister of
Environment to investipate

eases ol deduciaon ol (s
from eontracts wwarded for the

cleanupExertise,

The woeernor orzad (he

Federal Ministry of
Envisommenl o enspre Lhe

benefiling  comununities  are

pateoiized durng the ¢l2an up

anied ik approsad seps ke by
HYTRER

N i e



resident Muhammadu

Buhart has challenged

pcople doubting his
achievements, saying that he has
delivered on lus campaigi
promises.

Speaking in Uvo during the flag-
ofT of his campaigns in the South-
South tegion, President Bubari
gaid he has delivered in the area
of secunly, economy and fighting
corruption as he promised
INigerians.

He said though the menace of
Boko Haram remains a challenge
in some parts of the country, he
hats so fur battled Boko haram to a

stand still,

He noted that though members of
the sect bave adopted a new
approach of indoctrinating young
men and women to embark on
swerde bombing, efforts were
seriously being made to baitle
insurgency (o astand still.

He said however, unemployment
remained a challenge o the
country but that the government
1% workimg to tuckle the problem.

I le added that Nigerians will get

periedic inlormation on
recovered Ioots and that the
sovernment will not stop

prosccuting corrupt politicians.

e said the Single ‘Treasury
Accounl adopled by has
administration has and will
continue Lo assist the federal
oovornment it (ioht against
corrption,

He assurcd the people that they
would not regrel voling him into
office and conumended the party
for organising the event.

“We promised to fight
corrupbion, tackle maecurity and
improve the economy, and as you
can see. Bolko Haram is no longer
in contrel of Borno siate, they
have rather resorted to
mductrmating young men  and

,_?| 1y



women to go on suicide bombing,
By the grace of God we are soimy
to clear them ott,

“I will not stop arresting corrupt
politicians. Very soon 1 will
mform Nigerians of funds
recovered from looters, [ will
cnsure that [ recover Wigeria and
no Nigerian will ever regret
votingmeand the APC,

“We will not go back on Single
Treasury Accounl, 1l 1s meant o
chasule HWANSPArency, because
every federal government money
that zoes in there can casily be
traced.” he said.

Alsp speaking, the National
Leader of the All Progressives
Congress party. Mr Bola Tinubu,
sald re-electing President
Muhammadu Buhari in 2019 will
give Nigerians hope and cause
Lthe diversification of the
CCOMOITY.

Tinubu who called on the people
of the state to support President
Buhari, stated that Buhart is
strongly determined to redirect
wovernanee, addimyg that the APC
government  will continue 1o
supporl Akwa lbom m the
rencewal of sustainable
development,

Ile said that Migeria had been

yearning for change from
corruption, change from laziness

>

and change for development and
for a diversified economy.

He noted that if the past
administration in the country had
concentrated on one project like
electricity, it would have been
better, adding that 1f the PDP
come back, it would take the
country backwards.

According to him. the country is
marching forward for
development and cconomic
prosperity adding that the party
would continue o support the
fizht apainst corruption in the
coLmiTy,

“Sixteen vears of PP will never
come back lo this country, we arc
stronely detormined 0 roverse
the course of governance, we are
building on a new foundation for
the youths and new generation
yet unbom," he sud.

The hirector Ceneral of [3uhari
Campaign Organisation and
Minister for “Transportation, Mr
Chibuile Amacchi dended that
the APC promiscd to make one
Naira equalivalent w S1. and
reduce the price of petral when it
wis campaigning m 2003 o win
the presidential election.

The mimster said they were no
magicians o have made such
promises, adding that the party

promised to fight corruption
which it has done and of which
the opposition  cven  testifics.
He said the clection ol President
Mmuohammaduy Buham  would
ensure the creation of more
employment opportunities in the
country with the construction of
railway lines i many patts of the
COUNLy.

According o him. Nigeria must
change for the better saving that
the federal government has been
able Lo rostriel attacks by Boko
Haram insurgency o Barno Siaie
uanlike 0 the past when many
towns and citics in the country
werg randomly attacked by the
insurgents.

Also speaking, APC National
Chairman, Adams Oshiomole
sald character 18 what wall form
the basis of the camparen of the
party.

He said though the opposition has
continug e throw mud Buhan,
the Tresident can speak outside
the country, a [Cal which the PDP
candidate cannot achicyve,

[n the course of his speech.
Oshiomole handed owver the
party’s flag to the gubematorial
candidates  representing Akwa
lbom, Rivers, Delta and Crosy
River states.

Harlier, the State Chairman of the
APC in Akwa lbom state, Mr Ini
Okopido, said during  his
welcome speech that the party
will deliver the state's vole for
Presidentm 2019,

Okopido who said the visit of
President Buhari was svmbolic,
added that the party was pleased
with lhe state appomtments made
sir [ar by the President.

Lle said Alowa Ibom State will be
one of the states to fall for APC
come 2019 elections, and noted
that the party was happy to have
the Presidentin the state.

g| x i'.'.-.‘:
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We Shall Frustrate Attempt To Make
Kwara Part Of South West - Saraki

he Senule Presidentl. Dr Bukola

Saraki said thal the people ol

[Kwara state will feustrate any
aliwerapl by some desperale polilicians
and their loeal collaborators o annex
the siate o the south wear using the Al
Progressives Consress and its
candidates  in the coming geneal

cleciioms.

The Scouie President spoke al Buode
Saadu, headguariers of Moro Tocal
anvernmeant area, n FKwaarn norh during
tha wll3uial Hag ol ol the campaizn ol
the Peoples Jemocratic Parmy(F1%),
Saving Kwnea halonos o Kwarang and
all efforts by seazonal politicians to
Lindd Ib wwer Lo their Lagos aod Abuja
peyTaasters shall be Tsirated.

“This eleclion 13 not ubeul e or our

guvernorship candidale, Razak
s abival
cradition, Time will 12l about whatevar
wi do loday, We go back lo PDP beouuse
we need 2 governmant thar will care for
mrepenple, gives johs oo people, We
should not vote a candidate whose DG

AT . this slalc. T

said he does ool care, he does not
ko Sk sand.

Also speaking, Kwira slale governor,
Alh Abdufitah Almed sad: "Weve
Ragged off oure campaizn o ushar in
unelher PDP sovermnoent, You ean ol
see hnger, poverty in the last three
wears of APL povernment, We want 1o
bring in PDT toochange the nareative. We
shall wsher in PP povernnienl in
MNigeridand Kwara,

The slafe chairman of the PDP, Hon,

$)

Kala Shitm said only BIDP sovernment
will be beaelicial (o the people ol ths
state and Nigerizns in general.
"R pewee rment will provide jolks foe
our youths. Many peoople have
decamped to M1

leuders siucerily und  wellarizm

heganse of our

programmes.” he added

T hig remarhs, Alunwa promised Lo Tun
a sovernment of welfarizm 0f
elected as e stale's next

LUV aToT,

He Lonented Lhat "he APC
ied federal government
ceried Kwara vonths joh
Our
ahall

placements.
governmen
provide jobs [or
them. Winmen will

be einpuowersd.

In s apening
lhe
IYrectnr Creneral
. ol PDP campaign
in the

remarks,

council

I'eof, Abubakar Sulaiman

deseribed APC s a deecitlul paly

slate,

which does nor meant well tor the
pevple ol Kwora staledle hanked
Fowarans [ow their unwidivering suppurl
for Saralki,

He added that;
hetween the real stakeholders and
prelenders and those wilh lernlorial

"KEowara clection is

expanzionizt ambicion. Kwara helongs
o the now and we should not allow
then: to tale the state to the south west.
I'he AIMC has nothing tooffer the state,
they emly have deception. We should
vote for Atika Kwara should not vote
for ' ghosts' beeause” we don'l know
those parading themselves as
eubernatorial candidate nosw, 'hey have
never contributed anything to the

L —



Atiku Pledges Jobs Greation, ﬂlWWHl ﬂf Ajaokuta

onmer Yiee President
Atk Ahubakar and
prsidential vandidate

ol the Peoples Dremocralic
Party (PDF) in the February
16 clections hins promised L
pive lop priority W jobs
creation  if elacted in the
farthcoming election,

Atikue whn made the pledpe
in Tokoja during the TDT
presidential - carmpaign (lag
off, lamented the corenthigh
rubss ol unemploymenl ond
resullant peverty provalent in
the counery,

Ile assured that his
administration would ensure
the revival of the moriong
Ajaokuta Steel Comples
which he noted. has the
potential ol generating
millions ol b Lur the people
and as well hoost the
economy nftha conntry,
According to him, his
administration waould
restructure Migeria in such a
wey that the people of Ko
State would enjoy maximum
benefiy of the sbundani
resourees the swle is
endowed with.

Atiken, who decried the hizh
level of hunger, poverty,

insecurity and  hurdships
under the AFC-led
guvernment, uwrged Lhe
people of Kol Stale voe lor
all PDP candidates from "top
to butlom" in the fortheoming
election lo change the
nepative narrative angd  get
"Migeriaworkingagain".
Tivector General of TP
Presidential Campaign
Crrganisalivn and  Prosident
of Senate, Thr Bukola Saraki
urzed people of the slaw vow
[or PLYW candidules and
should resist the teraptation
of exchanging their votes for
the ruling party's  “trader
moni'”.

Former Covemor of Kogi
State and Chainman of the
PDP Presidential Campaiz
Counvil w0 the state, Alhuji
Theahim Tdris aka Thro, in his
remarks ureed people of the
stiti worte massively fior Atikn
anel all candidates to brimg an
end 1oy hunger and suffering
the ruling party had inflicted
or: them over the past thres
dud hal Dvears,

He urged people of e st
not sell thewr votes and should

not succumb to any form of

intimidation in the

il

Cortheoming e R ol P U
On his parl. former Governor Idris Wads of Eog Slawe
deseribed Adikow gy U best moc thatl can Lig snd gt Nigerig
working again, ureing supports for him and all other
czidicates of the PLY

The rally which held at the T.okeja Confluence Stadiom
witnessed mrnour of mammoth crowed of PP stalwarts,
supporters and enthosiasts fTom geross the stute and beyond

INEG Released Repisterad Voters List Per States

No, Slates

Ahia

Mo ol ¥olers

| 932,802

14 Kuduna
20 Ko
21 Katsina

3432492
5457747
3.230.230

L LR o =

e i

Adamawa
Akwa Thom
Anambra
Bauchi
Bavelsa
Bienug
Baorne
Cross Risver
el
Ehomny:
Edo

kit

FEnugu

ECT
{Jombe
Trrie

Jzwa

1,.973.083
2,119,727
2,447,996
2462843
923,182

2480131
2,315,956
1,527,280
2,845,274
1,459,933
2,210,534
009 967

1,944,016
1,344,856
]_ 1%"4 FO3
2272293
2,111,106

22
23
24
25
26
27
2K
29
20
3
32
23
MM
35
30
37

Total:

Kchhi.
K opm

Kwara
Lagos

Masarawa

Miger
Oaun
Ondo
Chum
Oyo
Plateau
Rivers
Sukobie
Taraba
Yoabe
Zamfara

1,806,231
1,646,350
1,406,457
£.570,29
1 617,786
2 390,035
2,375.003
1 822,346
1,680,498
2.934.107
2 480,455
31215273
1,903.166
1,777,105
1,365,913
1,717,128
84,004,084




Mili ary
To Ensure Free & Fair Elestm

- WG olcrndr Rochos Okoroche withthe new GOC BXDHUSION of the Nigerie
Army Enuge, AMafar General &.C. Matkabi, {1stleft]. Commiander 33 FAB

2inze, Bngad;er General L Bature (Zndleft), Conunizsioner of

= E— aliceidis Dosoly Gcrann'ncha fI1stright] ond othar Senior
m Effﬂce " When the GOC poid courlesy calf an the gaviermar

o the Sovernment Houwse Owerti: *

kb g-lﬁf Rachds DRoro welcoming fhe tew coges?
4 J‘Lli rig Armye Eruger MeiosG eneral ST M:r.lknb.l Wi .rhr.

B R

o Ir‘-tesp W s dean da the gelemor at the G E'm

he Imo State sovernor, Owelle Rochas
Okorocha has urgad the military to
ensure free and fair election durmg this
vear's Poll. [le also called for severe
Punishment for Politicians who clothe touts or

| hoodlums with army and Police uniforms

during elections. adding that these hoodhums
wearnng these unauthorieed umifonms commt
heinous things during the eclections,

The governor had spoken when the

8 Ceneral Officer Commanding (GOC)

Davision of the Nigeria Am
courtesy call alt the Gov ernment  1louse
Orwerr, stressing that this is the time all hands

1 2| R
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Governc Roafos Clcrochare
of ifie Nigenie Army when fist
Gavernment House Qivers!

N _,-'.".."" ]
! anJ":'h;

must be on deck and cosure that the nation's
democracy is saved,
Orwelle told the GOC "You have been posted at a
critical time in the period of clectioneering, We
reguest that the Military should do the needfil o
cnsure free and fair clection, I have no doubt that
the army will do the needful by enzuring free
Conduct of these clections™.

Lle stated *We are not unmindful of the fact that
some unpopular and mpatrotic Poliicians sow
Aoy, Folice and Navy unitorms and give them o
touts or hoodlams to use during elections. | urge the
army to starl by (shing out these unpatnotic
Politicians and ensure that they pet the kind of
punishmenl they deserve, to help our democracy™.
He continued “One of the major problems we have
a3 a nation is that people who are not chosen by the
people are scen holdime pablic othees because they
won through the backvards. This is the major
prablem of owr democracy. | urge vou to cotrect
thig aspect of our democracy by ensuring free and
fair Poll™,

According to ham “Tn Tmo State, somg by public
opinion fhe people already know who will he their
svernor, Senators House of lepresentabives ete.
They know all of them by the way they proncunee
them and their actions but sometimes it comes to
them as a rude shock when somebhody they never
expected, emerpes and the person did so through
manipulations. 'This 1s a tme for all hands to be on
deck and enzure that our democtacy is saved™.

He added “We have all agreed that democeracy is the
best way ol govemmenl but m thiy present
democracy comes a lot of problems. It brings
hatred, gossips, hickering and all forms of evil
activitices,

I want to urge all Migenans to know that no malter
whal happens, we are members of this one family
called Nigeria and we are duty bound to protect the
integrity of Nigeria™,

In his apeech carlicr, Major General Maikobi said
he had come with hisg team to inform the governor
that he hays laken over ay the GOC of the §2
Division of the Nigeria Army Enugu and to also
inform him thar they have flagged off operation
Eowucke 3 in the South-East with their
headquarters at Abakiliki, Ebonyt State.

General Mailobi said “For ease of command and
administration we have divided the command into
sectors, ong in Charerri. he exercise is not aimed at
any person or group. Qur purpose is toapply every
cilorl within our capacily 0 checkmale enminals
and eriminality.

We will work inaccordance with the law and create
an atmosphere of peace within our  diffeeent
locuhiles”,

[e remarked “Ourrelationship with the people will
be most cordial and the people have nothing to fear
as our men have been warned (o work according o
laid downrules and principles”.
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tovernor Wike's NA80billion Budget for 2013
Appropriation Bill to Rivers State House of Assembly

Lhuez
approval,

r'uting thn* 201 Apr:nn_-prl'a'rinn E!-l'II to the House, Gowvernor

TIs o promoarte

aate obs and reduce

State Housz of Assembly for consideration and

% paople out of p

and imp ving of Riverz 5t
The budget an an ail price bench mark of 55 |'IItEI2|
States Do lars per barral, which is S dollars lowearthan that of the

SOETATIENT.

: s State Budget is lhr stenad;
Sustainable un:l..-.lth and Deve pm ent”
The sovernor prapos 1,085,000 25 capital

endilure, will gulp M157,

97008500 for the

a total budaet. This
SUr | CHarE W 3 : 2018 by MNET,
70E,71 size of the 2019
budgeta
He said because the 2019 Appropriation Bill has set griorities
human |:4|:||1-:1 -}Pu{-ltnprm-tnr and |r|frd structural provisi

located to th-—1

ment Generation
Warmen

tries of Agriculture: Educatior: Employ
and Empowerment; Heath: Sports Cevelopmert:
Affairs; Worles: and Youth Develeprment.
- 911, 65,6400 2] hillion naira for the
struction and improvement of the State's road network and
crtinfrastructure,

of the constructionand completion of roads".
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Ri;.rers Stlate Governory Nyes@m Ezenwo Wike (m), Depuby

Governor Ipalibo Harry Banigy (r) and Speaker of the Rivers State
House of Assembly, Mr Ikuii-Owaiji Ibani during the Presentation of

b

The sectoral allocation of the capital
budgel is as Tollows: (Proposed)
Adminialration Seclar; N17,
220,704,243.79 Economic Sectan N9,
053,565,540.20 ; Law and Justice Sectar;
M4,3250,000,000.00; Social Sector; N127,
207 200,000.00 and ; Special Heads, M50,
347,500,00.C40; Loan Repayrments | K24,
425, 000,000,040,

Governor \Wike said the following roads
will be completed in 2018, They include:
the dualization of Kira = Sakpenwa — Bari—
Kono road; the Andoni - Opobee Loity
road; the Dyigbo town = Ebete road; lema
Ifoko road the Mbano camp «oad; Eleme -

012 Rivers State Budgetito the House of Assembly on Monday.

Ohete road; Eteo — Sime — Bayayira-
Monwwa-Kira road; Burmsji— baa — obele —
isiakpe road; Akabuka - Qinoka cad;
Flyover bridge at Garissen Junction abd
Ahronnemaring road.

Others are; Abua-Degema — Emoh-lyak-
lghom Elok road; Ula Ehuda — Odiclu —
Anwunughoke — Ubeta — lhuechi —
Odigreka road; Bumuche road in Emouha
|'otral Gowernment drea; Flyover bridgs at
Rumuokwuta roundabout; Flyover bridge
at University o Port Harcourt Junction
Bhoada—Odiemerenyi — lhughogo-odieke
road; Isiodu roads , Ahoada — Ekpana

road; Omoku-Aigwu-Kreigani-
Oduabobiururaad, Odiekuinlamal raads;
Bl inlernal rosds; Burnukpakani inlernal
roads; and Umuoghba = Umuokpurakpu -
Urnueke — Umunju Umuelechi — Eberi
reundabout linkroad.

Governor Wike proposed the sum of
M17,112,000,000.00 for the Bureau for
Special Projects to fund the completion of
land reclamation at Bskanz ir Degema
Local Gevernmen: Area, land reclamation
at Abalama in Asari Teru Local
Arvernment Araa; lard reclamation and
shore protection st Kula in Akukua [oru
Local Government Area; the Secretariat
buildings for Trade Union Congress,
Migeria Labowr Congress, Mational Unien
ul Rivers Slate Sledents and Rivers Slale
students Union Covernment; and the
Fruit Garden market in Port Harcourt City
Local Gevernment Arca.

The povernar stated the administration
allocated the sum af M25, 200,000,000, 00
to-fund healthcare delivery in the State.
He said key proiects in the sector will he
completed and delivared in 2013.
GovernorWike said his administration will
corkinme o pive secority of lives and
praperty all the attention that it deserces
in spite of the obvious lack of cooperation
‘ram the Federal Government.
He said: " The sum ol 18,000,000, 000, 00
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has heen proposed to fund all aspects of
cecuring and leeping Jvars State safe,
paaceful and secure, including the
operationalization of the recently
established state Meizhbourhood Safety
Corps programme." The Neighbourhood
Safaty Corps programme isvery dearto us
i d povernmenl. Aparl from the number
of youths that it will employ, the
programme has the potential to enkance
our collective security, And 50 we are
propared to do whatover it will take to
ensure itsimplementation in the course of
2019",

Governor Wike noted that the sum of M4,
350,000,000.00 only has been proposed
tor the Law and Justice sactor to further
strangthen and enhance the justice
delivery systeam n the State,
For the recurrent expenditure, Governor
Wike proposed to spend as follows:
Personnel Emolument, NT3,
585 058,808.60; Owverhead H17,
025 380,000 .00; Pensiaon M
33,000,000,000.00 and Cther
%27.511.915,255.55,

Through the reeurrent proposals,
Governor Wike acconnnodaicd  the
e e e new miniirnorwape Tor the sits
and the handling of the pension challenges
facing the szate.

Cioneernor Wike said: " With this, tho Soee
Cioreernmeat will Do oy posiion g pay ths
mintmueT wikze whenever the “alionral
Agrembly approves L We also nade
pravisions tor swaftf promotion arrcars and
mew Toeruibmenls inle o the Stale’s avil
HUTWIC,

“The swr of 33000000 000.H) 1=
proposcd fhr the scttloment of pension
liabilitics, The challenge about the pliglt
il penstomars has lnered lor o long and
we are cer=rmnecd o fackle it this time
around,  Cormainly, oar scnior citzens
deserve berter tregtmnznt than what they are
presen Dy welimg ™.

The Z00% Bivos Slale Buodgel will be
Financed as follows: Inernally Cianerated
Revenwe b T24, 492 847 30200 Seamory
Allocation, W73, 16981302200 13% oil
rmmerals  lumdy; MEAS OO0 Q49T TROLO0:
Yalne Addded Tax: W26, 317762554200
Jhofunds, W27, 337.920.135.04
iLocal Crodits; WA, OO0 00,000, 00
lnternational Crodits; WA0,
[O0.000000,00; Capilal receipls; N300,
000,00 Foehange wain N5,
DO GO0 Prior year Balance; N4
GO2 073 84407 M40, 411 324 0647 00
Crorvermor Wik s for the 2018 Budgol as
il Moyverber 2015 1wolal revenys receipls
from all aources {exeest ineemal and
cxternal loans stood st 288721 423336,
which tepresents about 79 per cont
performance on the revenue side with
respect o e alally projected [GR and
FAAL receipts fin 200 5.

Ihe governor said that the dgersrate
vapital rolodses o MDA g5 al Movember
HOTE semnd at over BE per conl el the ol
capital expenditure.

Ciovariar Wike sacl despite inheriting a
cotlapsed coonemy from the immediate
past APC administration in the state, his
wlrmmishuien has review]  the
BEOITHTTY.

He said: "We came inwich a clear vision
. nussion: & vision to repalr and ronce

slale’s

the pramize of ou: State: a mission to pull
our peole from the cesspool of despair
and rostors our hope: for brighter
faLure,

" Ihree and half years after, we have
substantial b achicved our commitmens
e ]l diveetions el hunan advancemend,
Under owr watily, Bivers State has cmerzed
Irom The hrvk ol ceonommie disasier Tooam
era of riscal sps@inahility, Todase oor
Ciross Domestic prodoet bas increased and
G SCOLOMNY 16 eTow iy at o e above the
mutional averdage xmad o oaltraciing naw
invesinsnts even when the matianal
ceonanty continues o be weak, wobbly
and troubling.

"Under ouwr gpuardianship, we have
il Al rovamd Tevels o proveicle erirical
social and soonomic intrasHctiire acioss
the Statz: capecially ioads, schools, and
health facilitics,

I the process, wu cresled homdreds ol
thcrsands of juhs across the constroction
value chain,

He said the 2019 bodezet 1s mtended to
consolidate on the administration's
achicyvenzends and cmabls i o pul the St
prcoart irrewersible palle e sestainaide
ecenomie prowth and  developmert.
Speaker of the Rivers State House of
Aszornbly, M Thuinyi-Onaei Thant suid the
Thnese will wive The bucdpet Ce regueired
canziceration in the interest of the state,
Uz noted that the [louse has aleeady
approved the Medium Term Expendifure
Framuwork, whivh will Tomm: the basis of
the bud g M consideralon,

[l budger passed throuph i first reading
after the state Giovernor [3id the budect on
the Lable,




INTERVIEW

TANKD YAKASSAI TO NDIGBO:

YOU WON'T GET PRESIDENCY IN
NEXT 20 YEARS IF APC WINS IN 2019

...5ays the president in Aso Rock is real Buhari, not his double

republic

econd

politizian, Athaji Tanko

Yakasai, has raizad the
alarm over the fate aof the
igho in the present poiltical
arrangement, expressing
fears that the Scutheast
might be shut out of the
presidancy forthe next 20 to
28 vears should
ruhammadu Buhariwin the
forthcoming general
elections.

The octogonarian, who
wants the paople of the
region 1o support the FOF
presidential candidate,
Alhezji Atiku Abubakar,
warned that the ~agion may
have nome to blame, but
themszelves if they wote
atharwise.

The elder statesman also
Ccast a v ew on the
forthcoming general
elections, saying that the
cantest between Atiku and
Buhari would ba ¢lpse in the

= P
]
-
-

Marth evan as he arpued that the Fresiden: Buhariwe have in the Aso
Roodisthe real Buharn and not a double 25 have been alleged insome
quartars. Fxcerpts:

Ahead of the 2019 electious, what is your assessment of the political
getivitios aeross the country?

Wy zerercl sssessment ol the 2009 peneral elections is Uiat i wowbd T
something Tike the 64 ceedons, where you had  beo major
aronpings, mamely L PCA comprisme the NOUMNO, Action (rroup,
MEPL vnd others snd BBA madse up of Morhemn Peoples Conpress
(PO, Midveast Democratic Front (MDE ) Jed by Fames (iobo, Miger
Thelia Poeoplos Congroes: (ITHPO) Tad by the Laee Chiacl Dappy Bariyae,
Chiel ST.A Akimola's Nigeria Natianal Tremogratic Party (KNP and
sote others, This kind of divide is what 15 poing to play out o the
geneial elections. APC and theicallies in the Soulbwest alrends have
their candidare i7 the person of President Muhanmmadu Bahsri. And
thee st block 15 the PTOE wlvich b ko Abgbaloar and Peler O as
rtheir cand:dates. This is a divide with far reaching implications. MNowy,
if Burhar: who is now loeking for g sceond feom wins the election, bz
wonld complets s second lenm of fow years, Suce his raninng mate
1w ITom the Southsest, the natural himgg for ARC o norminate his
rinntap mare trom the Sonthwest. The candidare of the partyr wonld
then come fron the Soutlwest who will nacurally nomicdte his
ening male among AT supparters reen the Kol Rhes succeed in
winming the electems afier Buhar, whoever wing (he election on
APCHS platiirn wauld Tikely vun [oetwadefms ol gight vears, Tyou pul
the cight years plus Buliart's four veacs, it would amount to 12 vears.
And that is novall A lee the man Bam e Soatheest, (LS impossible
tor somebods: o the plattorm of the APC to aspive to be nominated to
corntesl etection from the entirg South s, therelore, the candidaturs
would now come back to the Morth afrer the Soutlraesr, The Montl,
sy, with the froind starled By Chbhasango, wonilel alao Tk o v

eIt

rwo terms of eieht vears. If
s pul pegether hat eight
waars, plus the eight vears ol
the Southwest and the
remeincer of four wears tor
Bubhari's sceond lemuee, bl
wolel beatatal of 20 yeais,
Tl b weaznhe] T the tme theat it
wolcl Lalees Tar ansbiody Tiom
the Southeast to heve an
appoituniiy Lo hecoms the
President of Nigeria, if
elecied, Thal 15 oot all, The
seenarie ts that by the tume
APC camcdidlatz Trame The
Merth has compered his own
lerms, the slol oweall nal
antornatically go to the
Southeust or Lebo land, 1 wll
bz availukle o hoth the
Sowtheust oand  Sowili-Sauth
ool ilical wones. Tl i1 on
the otlwr hand, PP with
Adike ond o runeing mote
frinm the Southeast in the
pretson af Peter O, wins the
clection nexc wear, they
woled rure the gavenmnment
for a maximum of eight
wiars, thit s o suceessinl
terms. And after thart
el of cighi yeans,
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autxmancally the shist would za to the
Soutiens) anmd the possihility is (hal his
running mae, who is From [gbo land and
fronn the Southesst woenl] beecome the
candidaze tor the pesition of the Mresident
on the ricket of the paroy lu other words, if
[Bukar wins the comirg election, il would
lakz leboand the Southenst @ minimuom of
21k years ar rare helive they can have Lhe
possibility of prodocing the Prasident of
Migerin, Therefore, PTIFS viciory inonesl
VEHE's cloctions 15 the sures: way of mying
(e Frboman the apporioaty a e oneof
their owa becoming the President of
Miseria,

The way vou talked, von must have been
concerned about semething, What are
your worries and fears™ What is pushing
v toowe puhblic, ot thiv fime. with thix
kind of insizhtfal political calculation?

Il ohgervariomas this o pou knise Toos o
memibar ol the WPM in the Second
Bepublic, W in the NEN then decided to
adoplcaning and rolation for the counliv i
order Tor powar @ rotate among both the
oLy ard meneeraly glhnic gronps bath
ir. the Seuthern and *orthern parts of the
country, Had Providen: Shagant completed
his two-term tenure. the late D Alex
Thwoaeme o somehody o Tebo land
wonld have necome the next President of
Migerid in thal soccession, Lhat did oot
lapgren becawse ol te military ke over in
[ 9530 S, the des boelaml WP adoptmsg
the concepl ol maticn is w0 endore bal
Cvery redion of sub-rewrien of this couniry
has a taste ol the Presidency within the
ciickest possible ime, Wow, the Yomibs
under Chiel Olasesun Ohasenjn has bad
the opportunity to run che conntey for two
congeculive Lerms of eqght years. The
moutn-Scach has had their oppormnity
under President Jonmathan, bual
nnfortunately, he could normake it becanze
o+ Thes =0T resistanes fram the Morfh on
noweT shift because thev believed that
Jomuthan skould have aTlovaea] the Norlh e
complare the two term tenure of Yar 'Aduva.
Poovw, i oars back a1l amain, My sineers
concern is that 1L would take 20 vears or
maore for an opportumity b present ibsalf b
e Southenst o produce the President ol
Iigeria, and wnmy jud goent, thac would be
orogsly wilaie o the people o 1he
Southedsl because all along. aparl from
ik owiw held the oosition of ceremoanial
president and the brie? stop by lronsi, the
Southens) has neser piedoced a president
for Wicaria from [ndependence to. dare.
That dogs niatand seouldniotim Fulure sugur
wel for che vnity and solidarics of the
prople af this couniry, Ehis 1= oy peinl.
You have spoken well, One thing i Lo
perceive @ problem. but another and
mosl imporiant is to find Lhe selution o
the pereeived problem, What, therefore,
da yau advise the palitical clements in
the Southeast to do at this peint in time
toavertyour fears?

You earher asked me about mv concern’
ool womn? STy cangerr is (ol Thiave seen
soane elements in position ol inlTuence in
Tubas 1and thinking of thoir imediae
interest rather than the overall intzrests of
the lebe as a people in Nigoria, Those of
them who are complaining that the PDP
candidale did not consult then and all chal
sl e |.'1|rr1]:|1’|ir:ir|l__'_ w0 that they could
cdrawm; the attenrion of the [*D* candidare
prstably Lo setde them, Tailure of which
they would supper (b other side or they
wodld remain aloot, which s the same
thinpg a5 supporting the other side. Lhiz is
the reasan Tam concerne] and T leel Thal
lebe peaple and their lzaders should not
sucrifiee Their overallimberests on The aliar
ot their narrow personal ambiton o
interesl,

The EFCC was recently alleged to have
frozen some acconuts belongine to the
vice presidential candidate of the PDP,
FPeter Oii. ¥ hat is vour reqction to that
develiypunent?

Althoungl therz are spesulation that they
(TTCC have fenied the repord, when T il
heard the story, my iminediate reaction was
that this combinatios of Abky aad Peter
Cibi s now making thze APMC and its
presidentinl candidale gquite Jitemye o the
extanr thar thew can see themselves lozing
Lhe coming cleclionand, therefors, ey arc
breconming nore and moere desperate. [ have
held The wicw all wlong that the securnits
[oeces aml INEC. sehether any hody Hkes il
or sk, would like ro daney o ths tone of the
APC ad 1o e tune ol President Buhon
[esense ooy mind,; Bohan has earefnlle
chesen (e penplz whiee woull delinieely
not oo against his interest and pat them in
paaitiong of aathoerily in oo counliy,
including in INEC | don'twant to deal wich
inekivicduals, hur T that some ol the ke
figures at INEC are very clos2 to President
Raher; some af them ongee 3 Bavoyr to him
because he had favoured chem hetors
either 2y working under limoan the PTE or
by petriag contracts from him under chat
orEmnieglion. Sa. thore s & matural fochng
ol theie pael o retaen this Favaur o Bahari.
Soy TNEC umid the somae inghisidals m the
securily in the gountey are intentianally or
otherwize skewed to support the
cacidature ol Presdent Bubacis 110 vou
leote ut his el some of them whio have
cirriplelsl their time in the service, liyve
had ther tamwe of service virmally
e lended, despie reaching the stipolated
retirement age of =ervice as provided by
ot law, Tesmmstes pect such indivdunls b
hecome vnconcamad on a4 poszibility of
Lheir benefactor losiner power, 'Lhey can
brardly be neatral in such a sitwation. The
prassibil by od that bepe of people beeominy
neucral nthe tortheoming electiors 15 very
dlifficull to mains,

But do you think that there is anything
that ean be done to address the issue of
nentrality that youo have jusi
highlighted? The election is just weels

away?

T dom’t knpese,., T don't ke, But dhe
question 15 why must we nocallow the law
16 ke thaar natural course? Why shouldn'
they be allowed 1o retive like any other
puhlic servant snd cngoy The resl of their
Nves like iedr likes as stipulated by the
faw? The aspiation of any comploves i3 ta
reach the age ol retireireent so Ul he can

s his loved omes W dve inopoace and

harmmony  with them without let or
hindrance from any unnecessary
ncmhency.

Thereis a fecling that 2019 presidential
election wonld he mainly @ combest
between Bubari and Atiku in the North,
Huww do you side the strength of the twa
leading contestants in the North?

You ke that this iz an cra of hired crowd
afid all that B0, 1 doosol judse one's
puolitical popelamne based on tae satherings
that appear at aallies and  poelitical
oocazions. Having said thar, let me bepin
by maying Thal thers are threg imparant
facrors that Lelped Buhar i 2015 to win
cleetiom thal voar which waoulid nol be the
same nextvear. Cne 18 the Zaet thathe was a
Wlalen anid his oppanent was a Cheistian,
That played a wvery mmporant eole
purticularherein the Morth, Thisissoowhen
some lmama in thelr various Mosgques. the
Triday befiore the elections, had urged their
respeclive  conpreoalions o wvole [or
seanchody wio woulld preinate inlerest of
tiein zligion I olber words, they were
urging the people o vote for Buharl, That iz
[actor menber ane. Factor momber e,
Buahari wis g Deorthenier and Jonailan was
w Sonthemer and as T sawd an the bepnming
of this intendew, Narthersers were ;tchine
for the Morh wr complels the eigli-yea
ewars of Presidemt Lmam ar'Adua,
There were alot ot peoplzm the Mol wha
felt the rezion had aeen short-chanoed by
Jomwibwn, el Qv owas wogenine leeling,
Mumiber three. ibere s the Taclor thal the
Hausa-Fulami ane fargest ohnie groop in
Northern Mizaric and thev have their
eausiE whooalsayy think and acl together
with thesn on maliers of poletics and other
papects of LG For istance, the MNupe
peaple, the lehiva peaple, the Taala peonle,
the Jukum peopls, the Camba peonls,
Cibagi and many athers, They have been
wogather wich Housa-Falant for 100 yoars,
they mbermarmy and do things lowe e,
I hese three facoows contributed to the
suucess al Huhard o (he Morth o 2015,
L hey are not there anymore. Todav, Buhari
v Hausa/Fulani, hiz rmieal Anko s
Hamsa‘Fulani. Buahari is fromthe MNotth, his
vl Ak 15 frimnn the Wortl-. Tahen is a
Muoslend, s rival, Aviko, 15 a Muoslen. So,
the tendeney 1s ot the teoof thom e share
the wvotes casl o the Moilh, maylbe
soanehody would aet 55 por cent ol these
worlzs e lile e oLhar woould pecdS percenl.
Bt the seenaro wousd vertainle mol be the
satne os whil Boppensd in 2015 That [am
e snre wonld happel.

fri‘r'| e






Z200GEWAWAE A e ieE S T0gNDID G218
HosEGraduatel fogeiamScholagship

he Niger Della
Development
Commission. NDIXC,

has presented award leters to 200
eraduates [rom (he Niger Della
region for its 2018 Post-Graduate
Foreipm Scholarship Propranime.

Makmg the presentations, durmg
a pre-Ueparture  brieling  and
orientation at the Hotel
Presidential m Port Harcourl, e
former NDDC Managing
Dircctor, Mr Nsima Fkere,
charged the scholars to be
arnbassadors of (be Niger Della

T pTEE 3
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regon as they cary the flag of
Nigeria to foreign lands.

The NDDC Former Managing
Director, who was represented by
the Dircetor Speeial Dutics, Dy
Prmeevall Ekannn, sad that the
Foreign Post-Graduale
Scholaship Programme was an
importanl component ol he
Commission’s human  capital
development progranmne.

He said: ““We recognise the need
W bndge the huge manpower
deficit in the Niger el region,

SSIEN, d ina Wlﬁrwh#%w

gspecially  in Engineering,
Science and  Technology, EST,
the ficlds that drve the oil
mdustry.

Our aim is tobuild a pool of
professionals that can compele at
the global stage™

Elere noted that the programme
which started in 2010 had so far
benefited 1,904 swidents, mostly
at the Masters' Depree level. He
saicl that about 4.000 candidates
applhied Tfor this year's
programme, out of which 200
were selecled.

antation at the Hotel Presidential, Port Harn:lurt ' =

af]ﬁ‘.lln-



The NDDC former boss sad:
“Our scholars over the years have
made outstanding results. In
2016, e of the benehcraies m
the masters’ programme,
graduated as the overall best
student at the Coventry
University in the United

Kmgdom. Inm 2017, another
beneficiary  graduated  with a
disinetion  and  was  the best

graduating student 1 the
department as well as the entire
posl-graduate  programme
cnivironmental stdics.™

Lkere advised the scholarship
beneficianes to avold distractions
s0 as 10 also excel m ther studies.
“We are sending vou out o go
and swdy and come back o
impact the Niger Delia tegion

"”4.«
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and the entire Nigenan system

for pood. That 15 the essence ol

the scholirship programme,” he
ernphisised.

In his opcning romarks, the
NDIDC Director for Fducation,
Health and Social Services, Mr.
Goshua  Okejoto, urped the
benehicines o make (e best use
of the opportumty given Lo them
to acquire technical expertise for
the benefit ol e people of the
WNiger Delta region.

The LEHSS dircetor, who was
represented by the depuly
dircctor, Mrs. Winifred Madume,
rammded the beneficianes that
they owed the Niger Delta a duty
1o succesd. He added: “As wou

Py 0 vour  vanous  schools,
conduct yoursehes well as we
expect excellent performance m
all that you do.

Speaking on behall’ of (e
benehcianes, the best PhD.
awardee, Miss My Essien
hinked the NDDC for makmyg
the selechion process far imd
ransparent. She pledeed that (hey
would do ther best (o be good
ambassadors for the regmon

The successiul graduates for the
2018 post-graduate  [oreign
scholarship programme had gone
rough  electruoine  exammtion
conducted at the Rivers State
Umversily, Porl Harcourt, belore
a final selection nterviewy.
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Buhari Commission Multi Billion
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the rmulti hillion Waira Tlara Pore in Niger Srate A

the commissioning The President said if successive
goveraments at the ftederal level had implemented the
comprehensive master plan for the development of the
Migerian Imand Walerways aeross 28 stales of the country
initiglisd by (he Petrolewm Trust Fund {PTF), under his
watch, the recurring accidents expericnced on Nigeria roads
could bave becnavorded.

P resident Muharmmaodu Buhari recently commissioned

The president promised to reactivate WinnaBaro standard
mauge; complete Lagos/Kano ra lasy line which would pass
throwgh Mimmaand Mimmed Abwja light rail.

Huhari also said he would expedite action on the completion
of BidaTapaiT.ambata: Minnassuleja duzl carrioge weav:
Muokwes! lebha road anongst others.

He also pledged carly complemen of Zungeru Hydro power
Al gpealing, Chairman of the Wigerian Tnland Water Wass
iNTWAL, Olorannimbe Mamora said the Port has guay
length of |30 Matres. Cargo Stacking Yard of 7000 square
meters, a Triamsit Shed of 3600 square meters and estimated
capacity of S.000 TREIT atatinme,

e said snme of the installed machinery are the ¥4-ton
mohile harbour carne, one reach stacker, and three forklitts
of varying capacities.

Chiber Facilities according W him, inclode the administolive
Block, water treatment planl, power generating plant and

Naira Baro Port In Niger State

s B

staff quarters among others.

A statement by Tayo Fadile  the General Manager
Corporate Atfaies of [nland Water Ways Authority, The Baro
Biver Porl was built by Chinese linn (OGCC Global Projeet
Mizeria Lirailed) ab lolal eost ol s billion naiva, equipped
with & Mohile TTarbour Crane. Transit shed, Administrative
blnck, fire hydrant system, water treatment plant each
stacker, | OKYA power generating set, and three numbers
forkhifts of various tonnages.

He said IUis one of the River Ports buill 1o support the
dredeging of Lower River Nizer project. Onirsha River Port
Lis afready been rehabilitaed while Oweula and Lokoeja
RiverMorts are nearing completion,

The Baro river porl is cxpocted o create al Teast L
thousand direvt jobs aad humdreds of thousands indirect
jobs, Wowill help keep ofl the road several hoovy duly
trailers and trucks. therebsr extending the Tife span of our
roads,

In the past. durng the eolomial era, Baro use to have a
thriving Biver Porl snd s mileay line which woere used Lor
cvicusion of farm produce and ouneral resources, 1L was o
trading point hetween Migeria and neighboring conntries
throueh the Laland Waterways transportation mode, here js
hiore thae the ald Rail lines used in the colomial days will be
revived and the road networls linking the port i= already
beingupzraded,

ool




Buhari Commission Multi Billion
Naira Baro Port In Niger State




Onne Port, Hub For 0il, Gas
Logistics In W africa ~ Abubakar

ith a dedicated cantainer terminal

and state of the art facilities, Onne

Port in South-South Migeria has
been described as the hub for oil and gas
logistics in the West African sub-region.
Manager of Onne Port, Alhaji Alhassan Ismaila
Abubakar, during an interaction with maritime
reporters noted that with an ongoing berth
expansion programme, standard and state of
the art facilities, dedicated workforce and a
management dedicated to implementing the
Ease of Doing Business policy of the federal
government, Onne Portisengaged in creating a
conducive environment for port users and
investors,
“Onne pert is a unigue port, a port that is an
example of public private partnership. \We have
state of the art facilities and our facilities are
standard.

“We have berths 1 to 12 and there is a port
expansion programme to increase it to 19. One
of the berths has been completed and is the
newest berth in the port.

“The port has one of the biggest cranes in
Africa. We have a dedicated container terminal
with two berths and also a modern terminal.
“Onne Port has the RORO, and is the biggest oil
and gas logistics base in the whole of West
Africa. So, invariably, it is the hub for cil and gas
logistics in the whole of West Africa.

In a bid to make the waterways safe for vessels
and cargoes for navigation, the management of
the MPA, Onne port has evacuated two ship
wracks abandoned in its waterways ta enhance
free navigation by ship ownerstothe port.
Abubakar, who described ship wrecks as a
serious challenge to the management and

24| initivanm




vessel owners, said the abandoned wreck
hinder free flow of vessels to the port, thereby
lowering its revenue.

The manager said the removal of the two ship
wrecks would enhance productivity, reduce
water accidents and make the route safe lor
vesse| owners.

Describing the removal of the wreckage as one
of its achievements in 2018, Abubakar said the
Onne port has also established a S5afe
Anchorage Area (SAA) to improve its activities
and enhance productivity.

The manager also described the port as the
mast-friendly to its users, adding that
management would continue to maintain

cordial relationship with its three terminal
operators, the Brawal, Intel and the West
African Container Terminals in the Onne Port
complexto improve its productivity,

He explained that the ongoing Federal
Government structural reforms an the nation’s
ports would increase port activities across the
country as well as improve revenue generation
Lo Lthe nation.

As one of its major achievernents, Abubakar
said the Onne port has implemented the
executive order on Ease of Doing Business,
noting that the order will improve port
productivity and better efficiency.
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IO, JUSTICTE CUTT ATTUCTIACHGET ATTA
CHON, KA M. M. AlLKALI

ADAMAWA

CHONJUSTICE FONWIZD ANAMBRA
JHOXNL JUSTICE AL © EMEMBOLU ANAMBERA
JION JUSTICE A F ARCIIBONG AR WA [ROM
7o HOM JUSTICE ALIYL ML LIMAN BALICH]
JION. TISTICE M. A AYEMIEYE BAYELS A
SHOMN. MUSTICR BT INEIFT. BAY HLSA

I ION, JUSTICE AL KAKA'AN

BENUE

11, HON, JUSTICFE LLE, BWAT A RORNO

12, 110N, JUSTICE M, O, ENEJL CROSS RIVER
13 HOMN, JUSTICE P O ONATNTTE-KLUEILBOLA
DELTA

14 HON. JUSTICE A. E. UBIRI

DELTA

RS ]

1 3y th e

[Tl

15 HON.JUSTICE EXL LT

EBCIN Y

Lo, TION. TUSTICE PATRICK UTTUQ TRONYT
7, HON. JUSTICE P 1L IMOEDREMHE EDRO
L3, IION. JUSTICE A, L, OGUNMOYE EKITI
[0, HOMN. JUSTICE F. C. OBTEZE ENTUIGT

20, HOM, JUSTICE G. C. NNAMANI ENUGL
20 TION. JUOSTICE A, M. YAKTBL GOMBE
22, HONCJUSTICE C) 1 OHAKWE TMO

23 ABDULTTADI YELWA SULETMMAN NGAWA
24 HOMJUSTICH KADI MUHTY INLIWA ALLL
HGAWA

25 TION. IUSTICE T ALTYTU KADTINA

26, HOMN. JUSTICE R, 8. ADARML K AN

27 110N, KAD ABDULLATIL WAIYA [CANG
ZE, HOMN. JUSTICE M. BAKG KATSINA

29 HOM, JUSTICE E, A KARATU KEEBI

30, HON. JUSTICE R, O, OKPANACHI KOGT
JLIION. JUSTICE A, N AWULY KOGL

2ﬁ| E



32 HON,
33 110N,
34 HON,
LAGOS
A5 HON O JUSTICLE L G ABUNDAGA NASARAWA
A HON, JUSTICE AL AL BIMA NIGER

I7.TION. JUSTICE 0.5, OLTISANYA OGUN

AR HOMN JUSTICE T AL OKTNSOKAN OGN

29, [1ON, JUSTICE O, A ADEGREIINGDBE ONDO
1 TION. JUSTICE A. B. ABDULKAREEM QOSUN
41, HOMN, JUSTICE AL DL OFADIMEN OSUN

42, 110N, JUSTICE M, A ADEGBOLA OYO
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22 HON JUSTICH Ko AL CHTAKCY IV

23, HON_JUSTICE LBALE AHMEID TAURA
TIGAWA

24 HOMNJUSTICH B UL SURCILA KADLNA

25 110N, JUSTICE B, MOLAMMED KADUNA
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NGO Petitions NOSDRA

Over Remediation In Niger Delt:

By Gladys Mweke

non-governmental organisstion known as Dil and Gas
Froducing &rcas Enlighlznmenl and  Empowcnment
Initiative, DGPAEEL, nas petitioned the Mational Qil Spills
Bateetion and Response Szcncy, MOSERA, for proacr remedistion
process ovar an oil spill whichaccurree in Otuokpoti cammunity in
Baye sa5tate, 2016,

Recall that a massive oil l2ak from an qilfield operated by both the
Shell Fetrzleam Development Comaany, SFDC and the Nigeria
Apia il Camparny, NADC, had an Znd Novermber 2014, dischaged
an unguantified volume of cruds intg Ekoli Creek around Aglura
and Okuckpati communities in Opbia and Yenagoa Loczl
Government Arcas of Bayelsa State,

Commupiby residents had claimad thal erude oil deposits from thi
rpillage, measurad about five cant'matres thick an the surface af
the water, destroved farmlands ond aguatic lives in the
cammunities,

SPDC had on Noyermber 7, 2016, thraugh its Spokesman, Mr.
Pracious Okolobg, canfirmed tha spillznd said thesouree of thaall
leak that palluted Oiuakpoti cammunities in Bayelsa was being
irvestigated.

The Shall Petrolewm Development Company of Nigeria Lo [SPOC) s
imestizating reports of a leak around Gtuokpiti community
walerfrent situated dawnstrzam the Ekali Biver, where a scetien ol
SPOC s Mun Rivar-Kolo Creek Pipeline is buriad:

Pralifmirary site visits did nat indicate any splll. SPOC has, hawever,
chut the pipzling as @ procautionary measure pending further
investigation,”SPLC had said.

But DGPAEEL inthe petit on made available to nowsmen, said that
while the spill hard palhited the Fkoli River and spread the ol
dizcharee acmss commuritias alans ity bank, SPEC restricted (s

community engsg2ment to Qluakpoti community excluding other
COnTrLnilies.

CGPAEEl in its petition addressed to the Director-General of
MNOSORA, Or. Peter Idasor dated Dec. 24, 2018, maintained that
SPBCs response 1o Lk incidenl fell short of induskry slandards as
spelled outin the MOSDRA Act, and urged NOSDRA to compe! the
ol liern Loceraply with industey standards in Lhe spill

Mhe grovp farther urged NOSDEA to cormpel SPDE Lo, as a matter of
urgency. deploy spill response and containment teams tor cleanup
and rernediation of palluzed sites, for shart and long term, to bring
|asing ralief tothe impacted comrmnities This spill affected maore
thzn 500 commumities in Opbia, Nembe, Brass, and Southem ljaw
Lacal Goverrrment Areas LaAs of Bavelsa, This is more sa bacause
thease areas ard in g bbs ard tides wichin the Toods plain,

We have hot acenand fzlta proser procedure of contentment and
ritigatizn of this spill by tellowing internationzl best practices, we
have also oot seen a report of this spill o appropriale agencies of
the Federal Government.

There was no comprehersive physical ecclogical and socisl
mapming of the affected areas and ecosystems, we are yet to ser
any reportof NOSDRA snd its participatien in cortarment and
mitigaticn ofshaort and long time inrpact.

Cur czll, tharefore; is for NOSDRA ta comps! SPDC ta invalve the
repulatory asency namely NOSDRA and othar apencles invalved in
=pill monitaring and management. in the site wisit to impacted
areas,

We call far immediate camprehensive and holistic mapping of the
impacied area in Yenzpoa, Ophia, Nambe, Brass and Southarn
LEas, a loint Investieation Wisit could still be cone to mect
intermatianal best practices,” the group said inthe petition,




Agip Trains 275 Youths In
Modern Farming Techniques,
Give Farming Tools

=g

he Migérian Aap il

Company {NAOC), savs that

ne fewer than 275 youths
from the four states 1 the Niger
ella vegion have been ramed on
modern weehniques in agriculiure
and fanming cquipments donated o
them through s Green River
Project Inint Yenture (GREPTY ),
The Managing [hrector amd Yice
Chairman of Bigerian Agip il
Company  Limited, Mr Lorenzo
Fiorillio. who diselused this during
thie 220d Green Biver Project and
farmer’s  day  celebration of he
company in Yenagoa, Bavelsa State.
added that while 170 wouths were
rained on Ganing in the plane lind,
) were (raingd 0 Tirming om (he
SWAIMPY aress.

Fiorillbio, who lisled the lour
beneficial states to inclodes:
Bayelsa, Dela, Rivers and  Tmo
states, explained that the

progranme is o imed gl cquipping
tha youths with relevant agro skills,
he stuted thal 65 cooperalive

suicties from the bencloary stales
have been screened for micro-credic
lgans From Lhe company,
According to him. about 334
additivnal youths form the N ACK s
aperational states are expected to
henefit fiom the skill acquisition
traiping in 20149, while 945 others
will alzo be cmpowered with kits to
enhance their businesses,

Hei saidd; 1018 siad Lo node thal thig
wvear bas been particularly difficylrs
or our Farmers. Tollowing  the
devastating flood that ravaged most
of the commmtics in the Miger
Delra, howevar. as a company, we
biheve thal this event wall enengive
fartmers all owver oue
operalion 1o pul every reguired
effort towards a bountiful harvest in
2019,

1t is worthy to note that for the past
3 wyeurs, the NAOC!s Coeen River
Predect has remained a success story
by mol only bemg g cardinal source
of amployment, bur also a veritahle

ool Tor sustamable development
and toed sufficicncy,

In his remarks, the Chaitman of
Migeran Amp Oil Company, Mr
Guido Brusco, commended
DPresident Muhammadu Buhari and
the governments of the four states of
theit operations ot alwaws
supporting the initiative of gicen
river projects,

Various farming tools. such as
pumping muachines, generating scis,
motoreyeles, wheelbarrows, and the
rest were donated to the trainces

arcas of




Akwa Ihom Deserve Better

Than They Are Getting - Ekere

he subernatorial candidate of Al

Proprassives (Congress pary . in

Akowd Thom State, Whe Nsima Ekere
has said the state deservesbenar than what it
is currently getting from the administration
ol Governor Udem Ernmanuel,
Speaking m Uyo during a press conlirence
o1 his plans for the state on 2ssumption of
office. Lkere said e wanis o s2rve as
governor becanse people of the state
deserve Lz best in eduocatien,
health, infragtrociyre, mcal develaprment,
jubs, weulih ereation, snd seeurity.
He said his wdmimsimlion will locus on [ve
areqs: economic prosperity; infrastacture
and rural development; cducalion, heallh
and social promection; security; povenEnce
and institutional reforms.
He slaled that e would address e twin
challenpges of mass ynemployment ang
poverty with massive investment, noting
that according to the Migerian Nuegan of
Aalisties, L& millio owl ol the 3.3 million
econormically active population of the state
were uncmployed.
He said he wounld build a state where hard
veork, imwvilion aod delemminslion arc
rewarded, such thar everyone has equal
chance o succeed.
[ e nated that bewou ld work sith sovernors
of neighbouring states and the federal
govermnen] e inske sure thal rowds within
ang ince the stace were constructed. adding
that he would resume work on the Uy o - Lol
Elkpene road. Thom Tropicana
Enlerisinnienl conples snd implunent Lhe
sciznce park project.
He stated that he would incresse suppart for
studenls o Levliary insbitions by raising
stpdent bursary Tecan NA, 00 1o N230 000
per sessien, as well as eonvene a summit of
stakeholders and experts 1o discuss the
progress ol the cducation secloT.
He promised Lo reslore Andnei] sulommmy
to the local governments and adopt zero
based budgeting in place of envelope style
budgeling,
He promised to resiruvtore the civil servies
ag well as review tha master plan of the state
i line with cureant eealities, adding that he
wonld convene a sacurity council meeting
o conflictinborder conunniities,
Lle said beis the manto be trusted 1o ke the
siate to greater heights, build bridges of
hope sl bong real pesce and healing lo
conflictareas within the state.
He said hiz administration would he
infergelive amd melusive, and appedled Lo

il
A

Msima-Ekere [ 80

the people ol the stale Lo vowe lor
T

"Flag oft conditianal cash transfers
of NEO0D to the extrame poor, WS,
OO0 to orphans, MO0, (00 per
delivery tor muliiple birth methers
and NE, 000 far the physically
challenged, 1 wddition e Lheir
participation in a skill acguisition
PIOLTHIT.INL,

"Empowerment lraining and
funding for transtormative
culreprencurs. Ball oul Lhe
Graduate Panoers Scheme  and
etherasriculural programmes.
"Address all outstanding pensions,
pratuities, local povernmeant
workers' galaries, primary sehaol
teacher’s entitlements and
allowrances,

“Declare asmre ofemergency inthe
cducalion seclor amd convens a
summit of stakehalders and experts
Ly diseonss and wdopl e way
forwardtinr the sechor,

"lostitule a comprehensive Qeslh
policy titled Better Health + Care
Iloiliutive (BHD, Review e stuluz of
primiary healtheare svstem to determine
and addriss the wenknesses.

"Provide sccurily patrol vehicles per
local government, resettle internally
displaced persens im their hemes and
reatore Tinancial autonomy 1o lecal
governments." he said.

“Within the first 100-180 days
In office, my administration
will embark on massive
public works to refiate

the ¢reate jobs and put

money i the pocket of

artisang, suppliers, and
contractors.”
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We will Sustain Manpower Development
in Niger Delta ... NDDC Assures

he Former Managing Cirector of the Niges Delta
Development Commission, MDDC, Mr Msima Ekere, has
assured that the Commission will continue to support the
deve oprnent of appropriate manpowver to fadlitate the sustainabie
deve oprment of the Niger Delta region.
Ekere gawve the assurance when memibers of the executive of the
Mational Association of MNigeran students, NAMS, paid aim a
courtesy visit at the headguarters of the Commission in Port
Harrort,
The NDDC Chief Executive Officer, who was represented by the
Director Specal Duties, Dr
Princawill Ekanirm, declared Wal Lhe Cormprizsian would conlinee
to play its mle in
deveoping and supporting efforts 0 advance education, stresang
that “we can fadilitata
sustainable deve oprments i we build hurman capacity”
Thiz NDDC beoss affirmed the determination of the interventionist
AEENCy 1o continue investing in the education of the ywouths of the
Miger Delta. He ssated that the Commission
was  cumenthy irvobsed i the 2018 Forelgn  Post-Graduate
Scholarship Propraomme for students whene 200 graduatos have

heen selected to stuch atwoad.

He =3id; “We have sponsored over 140% podpraduste studernts bo
different: fonzign

universities in key skill areas needed ir the of and gas industry. The
Foreign Post-Greduate Scholarship Programme has produced many
great stores, including hn Obeng Peters, a PhD Student whc wen
the three minutes thesis competition o Australia and MW
Augestine Oszrogiagzbon of Memaorial University, who comipleted
his Fhil}in less than the stipulated time”

Spoaking earlior, the National President of MANS, Commde
Barridele Danickson Alkpan,

expressed pralilede Lo e NRDC for s rmerows conbebutions Lo
the developrent of education in the country, especially in the
Miger Delta region.

He =aid: “\We are hore to celebrate excellonce and dass in NCOC.
We have never had it this good, We appreaates the support the MD
g 1o Us during the NANS election that saw the emergence of 2
student from the south-south region as the president

Akpan commended the MODC Managing Directar for providing
“purposeful leadership” and for promotrg peace inthe Miger Dets
ragior. He pledged the support of MARNS for the educational
proprarmmes of the NDOC,

NDDC To Distribute Solar-powered
Lamps To Niger Delta Communities

he MNiger Delta Devalopment
Commission, hDDC, (s working to

ensuretha provisian of
sobar power Lo communiliss of Lhe Nigen
Dealta region taat are net covered by the
national grid.

Tha NDDC Former Managing Diractor, Mr.
Msima Ekere, zaid this when tha laader o
the Sustzinzble Energy Practitioners of
Migeria, SEPAM, Faderal Ministry o°
Erviranment and Asteven Group, DO
MWiagnus Onucha, paid him a courtesy call
at the NDDC headquartes in Port
Hacourt.

Mir. Ckere was presented witk the Green
Global Champion Award which the Agency
won at the racantly concluded alobal
Climate Conference, at Kztowice Poland
fer the contributions of the NDDC to the

developmentofthe region.

The NODC boss said the Commissian had
over the years heen invalved in & Int of
projects in the Green Energy sector, He
seid; “We believe that ane of the ways of
closing the gap betwsen electricity
distributions in the country s to encourage
Zreen energy initiatives in acaptive supply
ma-ket.”

Ekere stated that tke NDODC was
committed ta the projact and will ceapen
its collaboration with private sectars and
arganizations like Girern Glnbal Fonnnmy
Initiative in providing green power ta rural
commuanitiesin Nigeria and the Niger Jelta
regionin particu ar.

In his remarks Dr. Onuoha thanked the
MDOC for ensuring that 20 per cent
uncenditional emissions reduction  as
committed to by the administration of
President Mubhammadu Buhar in 2015

was realized. He also lauded the NCOC for
keying into the implementation of
Miperia's Mationally Determined
Contribution under the Paris Agraement of |
2015, noting that the MDDC deserved |
commendation for being in the Yanguard
af the promotion of low carbon resources

efficiant Migerian graer economy,

He noted with joy the agency's
commitmeant to distribute 90,000 sHall
salarlanternz to

tartiary inszitutions in the nire states of
the region at 10,000 per state, with effect
framlanuary 2015,

Onunha pxpained that the distribistion
was expected to generate 3.5 million
mewic tons of carbor and would be
reported by the Department of Climate
Chirge Fedenal M nisboy ol Enviranimenl as
parl of Nigeria's Malionally Cetenmined
Contribution efforts.




Ae Acting Manaping Direetor of the MNiger Delts

Devalopment  Commission, NDDC, Professor

Melson Brambaifa, has commended  President
Muheammmado Bubari (or dennonstirating an cndoring love Tor
the people olthe Niger Doellaregion.
The niw Chicl Excewive Ollicer ol the inlerventionist
agency, who spoke during the inaugural meeting of the new
management, the dircctors and staf? of the NODC ar the
Commission's headguarters in Port Harcourt, noted that the
Federal {rovernment had “indeed begun retunding over
M L3 Trillion owed the Commission sinee meeption.”
Prol. Brambails, whose appointmen] was aooouneced on
Friday, Japuary 25, 201%, alongside that of the Acting
Exccutive Director Finance and Adiministration, Mr Chris
Armadi md the Acting Exceutive Director Projects, Engr. Dr
Smnue! Adjogzhe. FNSEL said the appointment ol the new
mignagemenl eam  wias oo response e the prowing
unhappiniss in the Niger Della region over guvenimenl's
commitnent to developing the region and improving the
living conditioms of the people.

The Avung Managing Direclor said tha the MNiger Della
region had solfered enough end President Buban recopmized
this Gict and that promgil acieon Lo redress e siteation aod
renssurs e people ol the repion ol Eoscroment’s
conunmitment Lo their wellare throwgh  inlrastructural
development sand capacily buailding lor the vouths ol the
rEEien.

Prorl. Brarnbaifa reiteraled thal Prosident Bohwo, had o the

first time sines the establishment of the NDDC, ensured that
the Faderd] Gowvemnment started  too meet ts statutory
Foaneizl obligations ey the Conumission in Tull.

He said that President Bubari also cusured that gl other
statutory contributors o the funding o NDOC el ther
abligations, noung hal the President slso workod e restone
peace and sccurity in the rezion by tackling all gricvances of
the people.

The now KO boss saic that the appoinoment of the
management teant was another step in the effort o offer hope
to the Niger Delty peaple and restore thetr eonfidence and
[anthin rebuilding the Miser Delia region,

The Ag MY pledeed o do everviling necessary 1o respoeel
and irnplerment the mandate oCthe Comrnission, “whicl is 1o
[acililale the sustainable development ol the Miger Dhelia,
mnber woregion thatis sociadly sable, ceonomically prosperous,
pulitically peace uland ceologically Tesenoerative.™

He stated thal il was necessary wostarl work immadiately,
stating: “The task of developing the Niger Delta s too
mmportant to be toved with, and wo eompelling to waste tme
on,”

He wrged ll stakeholders 1o the Niger Delta 1o *Join hands
willi rmernbers of the new cxeeutive managemnenl Lo ensure a
seioedly ransiton, as well as contribule Lo the momediae
delivery on e Prestdent’s mandate.™

He enjedned the stall of the NDDC w embrace leamwaork,
hard work and prolessionalism m the discharge ol thear work
and proriisied woSchange NDDC and ke ib by the nesl
lewel™

R —



Rehabilitation Of 75km Federal Road In

Cross River To Gulp Over N14.17 Billion

inister of state for works, power and
housing, Hon.Mustapha Baba
Shehur has smd that the federal
government has voted over N14.17 Hillion for
the rehabilitation of the remaining 75 kilometre
part of
the Owoja-Tkom-Calabar federal highway.

The Minister disclosed this in Biase LGA when

he Magged ol the Akpel Lo Odukpani section ol

the road in a big ceremony.

He said the federal govermment 15 very happy at
the pace and quality of the rehabilitation of the
first phase of 250 kilometer carlicr completed.

He said except for paucity of funds the work
would have been completed .

He said thal the completion of the 73km streleh
of the road will take up to 24 months.

"We have ziven the contractors, Semantech
Nigeria Lid o immediately embark on the job

and abide with the contractual rerms.

Criving briefs on the rehabilitation, director of
highway in the South-South, Godwin Fkea
revealed that they have seven road projects in
the state, including ongeing and newly awarded
contracts, addimg that

government was committed to good road
network in the state.

Two traditional rulers i the state, Paramount
ruler of Biase and Yakur LGA, HEM Nicholas
Crdum and Obol [tem Eteng heartily
commended the president for rehabihitating the
riad which was constructed in

1975, They however requested that speed
breakers should be constructed to avert specd.
accidents and deaihs.

Covernor Ben Ayade represented by his
commussioner [ur works, Mr Dane Osim-Asu
commended the federal government for fixing
the road which will hoost cconomic activitics
and mcome and importantly reduce risks and
travel time within the state.

UTME: "Uniben Denies Involvement In Pin Vending

he management of the
L'niversity of DBenin has
said that the nsutution s
not charging above N700us cost of
registration Tor the Joind
Admission Matneolation  Board

(JAMT) Compuler Based
Test{ TR
A slatement signed by the

institution’s  Public Relations
Officer. Mre Michael Crsasuyi. said
JAMB was solcly in charge of
vending of Pins, while the
Tustitgtion's Computer Based Tost
(CBL} Centre only charpre the
approved NTO0 only as cost of
resistration.

It said the suspension of the

institution's Information
Communication Technology |
LCT) Compuler Based Lest (CBL)
Centre over alleged breach ot the
code governing the 2019 TAMHB
registration exercise was hastily
done proper
investigation,

Ulsasuyi said the suspension would
arnount o denying the Tnlversity
of Benin access code to clear the
backlog of owver 300 candidates.

and withouot

"It is not proper fir JAMB 1o
wilhdraw access  wilhoul
proper investigation of the
accusation. TFor clarification,
Lmiversity of Benin is not vending
TAMB PlNs. We only attend to

CHLT

candidate who have their pins and
they pay only N 700" he said.

He appealed to JAME w restorc
access to the University Portald to
cnable candidates process  their
registration without delay, noting
that the cenire has a record ol all
the: candidates thal have registered
o date while the N700 paid is on
vecard for Auditing Process,

While commending JAME for
putting up measures to chock
extortion of candidates in the
registration cxereise, he said the
Lniversity and JAMB  romains
partners in the quest for guality
education delivery in
the country.

Pt o]
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Modular Refineries

Busy period for a Technocrat passionate about Nigeria's greatness

Lagos and the nexi
Monday hc was in
Abuja for another
National Assignment

L was 1ndeed a
busy period for
Lngr. Simbi
Wabole the FExeculive
Secretary of the
Nigerian Content
NDevelopment and
Monitoring Board. A

Recently in Lagos the Nigeria
Content Development and
Monitoring Board signed a
S10m equity Imvestment
agreement with Waltersmiths
refining and petrochemica
company limited for the
construction of a 300 barrels
per day modular relinery (o be
located in Ibigwe , Imo state.

Techuocrat

ahout

Nigeria's

The Lxeccutive Sceretary of
NCDMB Engr Simbi Kesive
Wabote and the Ddrcctor of
Fimance and Personnel
Managements Mr. lsaac Yalah
sigmed on behall of the Board
while the Chairman of
Waltersmuths Mr. Abdulrasag
Isah and the [xccutive Viee

passionale aboul Nigeria's
greatness, This 1s a man that is so passionate
greatness
development and is doing everything possible
to make Nigeria great again. reports had 1t that
Nigeria Content Development and Monitoring
Roard { NCDMB) stakes $10m on Waltersmiths
Modular Refinery, an agreement he signed in

lor a Nigenan Content
scminar,

il I all the government
agencics arc this busy
and working hard 1o
make Nigeria great the
country would be a
hetter place to bhe.

Chairman Mr Danjuma Sale
signed for the company. Engr

Wabote said the mnvestment
decision was i line with the
Board's wision to be the
catalyst for the
Industrialisation of the Nigeria
ol and Gas industry and 1ls
linkage scctors.,

[ —




Nigerian Content powers Modular Refinery: Or. Emmanuel Ibe Kachikve, Minister of State for Petroleum Resources : : .
ahar i performing the groundbreaking o
500 barrels per day Waltersmith'’s modular refinery at ibigue, Ohaji Egberna LGA, Imo State, Junded partly by the NCOMB. {L-R) Mr. Dornjumo Ewrfrr,f

-

Executive Vice Choirman, Waltersmith Petrcman O Lid; Engr. Simbi Kesiye Wobote, Executive Secretory, NCOMB: Senator [te Giwa: Eze Ekwuerte Paulinus

Ekwueme, King of Ochia Autonomous Community; Engr. Saidu Mehamim
{left} and Mr. Abdulrazag isa, Chairman, Weltersmith Petroman O {1,
Y oy - P~

He added that the Board was
also keen o support Federal
Government's policy on
modular relinenes and meel
the key objectives of the
Petroleum Industry 's seven big
wins launched by President
Muhammadu Bubari in 2016.
And the FEconomic Recovery
and growth programme. It will
be recalled that the Federal
Government recently
annownced plins o replace

ed, Chief Dperating Officer, Gas & Power, Nigerfon Nationol Petroleum Corporation

illegal o1l refineries with
modular refineries as part ol a
wider plan for the development
ol the Niger Delta, and the
country's oil and gas industry,
The Minister of state
Petroleum Dr Ibe Kachikwu
said recently that discussions
have already begun on the
modalitics for opcrating
modular relimenes. He said ¥In
the past foew wecks, we have
had open and prospeclive

discussions with some of the
refiners and government 1s
assiduously working to ensure
this mitiative 1s  carelully
implemented without
destruction to the environment.

In another development the
Nigena Content Development
and Monitoring Board 1s set to
commence a torensic audit into
5200m Nigerian Content
Development I'und. Executive

Sﬁ| o T
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Scerctary of NCDMB - Lngr
Wahote stated this in Abuja on
while speaking on the theme
‘driving Nigeria’s oll and gas
industry towards sustained
cconomic  development  and
growth' at a scminar on
Nigeria's o1l and gas
conference. Speaking at the
conlerence Mr Wabote wamed
that it the Board discovers any
sabotage n the remittance of
one percent NCDF Charge 1t

will not hesitate to handover
such defaulting company to
the LI'C'C. He regretted that
despitc cfforts of the Board to
ensure the success of the local
content 1n the country, some
Intcrnational oil companics
were n the habit of coming up
excuses why the local content
cannol be achieved.
ITe said 'this 13 no longer
acceptablc’.

“This will not only
providea legal job
and source of income

for the populace,

but aiso contribute
to our national
productivity. “
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Alewa |bom Redemption Frontiers
lkot Abasi LGA
Akwa Ibom State.

Open letter to the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission, EFCC

Universal Energy Resources Limited: Questions Nsima Ekere must answer

In line with Prazident Muhammadu Buhari's commitment ta fight corruption, we hereby call or the Economic and Financial Crimes Cammizsion,
EFCE, to investigate the role af W MNsima Ekere wha is Manapirg Girectar of Miger Delta Developmant Commission and APC governorship
candidzta inAkwa lbom state in defrauding Akws lhom zovernment and people af their skares in the state-owned Universzl Enerpy Resources
Lirnitad.

Acrtian aspiring b he clTice of governon shoold corme dean. The people deserve Lo know e hizlovy ol Lhe rwoaspining Lo conbiod Char carmman
patrimasnmy

The EFCC should as<ir Msima Ekene to answer the fol lowing questions:

1. %ihat happened tothe 513 shares that Alwa lbom State Government nadin Universal Energy?

2. %vhat ra ationshipdoes he Fave with 5e pta Enarpy known ba have later shortchanged the Akwa |bam state gove miment vis-3-vis its investrmeant ¢
3. What led ta Universal Cneqgy changingits name to Scven Encrgy ot nis instance ?

4, What is h's relat' onship with Mr. PRilip Iheanachc of Septa Enerpy alongside M. lide Omokore a5 well as Mr ko3 Aluko who was Mzanaging
Director of Septa Enengyt

5. What inzeres: dogs he have in (ua lboe Gas Plantin lbano, a completely privats ‘meestmant that he got then Gow. Akpabin ta spend milions of
dol ars, with bothof therm s sharehalders?

. Why was Akwa lbom State Government's 51% shares in Universal Energy when he wes Executive Chairnan of AKIFOC reduced to 20% by the
time b loft office?

70 hat businessinterest and relationshipdoes he nave with these companies that he used todupe the Akwa lbom state povernment and buy cff
the shares in Lniversal Energy: Btallionet Limnited, Zawadi Investrent Migeria Limitad, Acrevine Nigeria Limited, Castlepines Mfroperty Limited,
Enginear Hayatu Z, Ahubakar, Miza il & Gas Nigeria Limited, Casue Nigaria Limized, Toledote Consult Limited, Latarra Energy Limited, Septa
Enerpy Miperiz Limited, Mutual Crower Investrment Limited, Creek Tower Limited, Konokonics Vertures Nigeria Limitad, Grandbond Integrated
Services Limited, Denarsan Services Limited, Workstation Lim ted, Sartoria Venturas and Stallion Business Systerms et ?

8. hat did he dothat Chief Godawill Akpabio s governar had to step a Universal Ene gy Annaal General Maeting, AGM, it Janu ary of 2014 from
halding until howas bricfod an “whatis going an’ inthe cam pany ¢

9, Wiy weas the then governor angny with him that his 'cut’ of S20milion earlier promized Fim as gartof his share of the embezzlement was not
oiventohim?

141, The Stukb Cresk Oil Field started producing abaut 20002pd of crude ail from 2004, Where is the monay and who are those benefitting from
the sale of crude dr lled frem the oil field?

11. The Stubb Creck Qil Field in Wbe has beon producing coude oil since 2014 thraugh 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2028, Where ane the revenues
derived from the over L.gtmillion barrel of oil dril ed annually for the past five yearst

12 What rale did he playin changing she sharehalders structure of the company onhfanch 32st, 20087

Wa callonthe EFCC bo irwite M Rsirma Ekare togive answers tothesa guestions and marymaorethzt weska | he askinghim intha days ahead . We
atercady b provide Lz EFCT with allrelevanl doecunerils W assisl Lhie anbi-oonnopliors agenoy do ils jub el Tecbively in ine wilhiils mendale,

Signed:

&lewa |bom Bedemption Frontiers
[kot Abasi LGA
Alcwa |bom State
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Nigerians Are Suffering Because Buhari
Cancelled All His Promises -Governor Wike

ivers 3State OGovernor,

Myesom Ezenwo Wike

has declared that the
national developmental
stagnation that has destroyed
the nation's econamy is a fallout
of the cancellation of all the
promises President

Muhammadu Buhari made to
Nigeriansin 2015.

Addressing thousands of
Omuma people at the State
Frimary Schocol, Eberi on
Friday, Governor Wike said
President Muhammadu Buhari
made high sounding promises,
only to deliberately refuse to
keep his promises.

He said: "The new name of the
APC is All Promises Cancelled.
There is no single promise that
has been fulfilled by the APC

Federal

Government. For us in Rivers
State, we don't know ifthereis a
federal government®.

He said that Rivers people
would overwhelmingly wvote
Atiku Abubakar because he has
the business and leadership
acumen to create employment
ppportunities and revive the
BCONOMY.

"Whatever you are doing, on
February 16, 2019, come out
and vote Atiku Abubakar to
revive the economy.  Afiku
Abubakar is a decent and law-
abiding politician, who will
develop the country rapidly ", he
said.

The governar said under the
present dispensation, only PDP
states are paying salaries,

executing and commissioning
projects. He said APC State
Governors have abandoned
their people and refused to pay
salaries.

Governocr Wike commended
Omuma people for their support
far PDF, noting

thathe has kept his promises by
electrifying 19 communities,
construction of a Zonal Hospital
and the ongoing construction of
a 17 kilometre road across
several communities.

He assured them of more
developmental projects during
his second term

While praising Rt Hon Kelechi
Nwogu for mobilising Omuma
people to collect 90 percent of
their permanent voters cards,
Governor Wike challenged
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other local government areas to mohbilise their
peaple to collect their voters cards for the 2018
General elections.

The governor reiterated his call for all Rivers
FDP leaders to deliver their respective polling
units. He said political recognition would be
accorded leaders who deliver their units.

Chairman of Rivers State PDP, Bro Felix Obuah
said that Omuma people by their overwhelming
outing, have proved their total support
forGovernor Wike.

He urged them to intensify their support during
the Presidential and governorship elections.

The PDP Chairman presented party flags to
Rivers East Senatorial PDP Candidate, Senator
George Sekibo. PDP House of Representatives
Candidate for Etche/Omuma Federal
Constituency, Ephraim Nwuzi and the FDP
Candidate for Omuma State Constituency, Rt
Hon Kelechi Nwogu.

Speaking al the rally, PDP Candidale for
Omuma State Constlituency, Rt Hon Kelechi
Nwogu =aid the gathering was not a campaign
rally, but a victory rally.

He said that Governor Wike  has been
magnanimous to Omuma people through

projects and employment. He said that Omuma
people will vote for Wike and PDP.

He said: "We arz completely for PDF,

We will vote for you and protect our votes. Ve
are ready for the election.

We have gone up to 90 percent PV C collection.

"We will show our commitment to PDF by voting
out Buhan and voting in Atiku. We will vote all
FDF candidates. For Governor Wike, taks it far
granted, he has won".

Chairmanof PDPin Omuma Local Government
Area, Mr Simeon Nwuju said

Gaovernor Wike has passian for the development
of Rivers State.

He said Governor Wike will win with a greater
rmarginduring the 2019 General elections.

Chairman of Omuma Local Government Area,
Hon Chisorn Nwaiwu declared that Omuma
people will deliver Governor Wike one hundred
percent across the area.

He said the people are happy with the several
projects of Governor Wike planted in different
communities of Omuma.

Rivers State Commissicner of Chiefiaincy
Affairs, Mr Sylvanus Nwankwo said that there is
no need for Governor Wike to Campaign in the
area,

becausse he has lived up to the expectations.




Gen. Abubakar, SGF, Amaechi
Lead Stakeholders to NIMASA
Maritime Awards

E EOET A e
el

Abubakar, Secretary to the Government of the

Federation { SGF), Mr. Boss Mustapha, andthe
Minister of Transportation, Rt Hon. Rotimi Chihuike
Amaechi, will be leading other stakeholders to the
Migenan Manime Administiration and Salely
Apency (NIMASA) Manlime Awards scheduled 1o
Luke place on Salurday, 12(h January, 2019 al the Eko
Huicls and Suites, Yictora Islund, Lagos al Gpm.
The tovernors of Lagos, Ugun. Enugu, Ondo,
Kaduna, Kebbi and Borno states as well as
Honourable Ministers of the Federal Republic of
MNigena are alse capecied atl the occasion, Others
eapecied o atend are Adhan Aliko Dangole, M
Foon Cledols, Dre (Mis.) Nike Akaode, as well as
roval fathers, including His Highness, the Emir of
Kano, Mallam Sanusi Tamido, His Tmperial Majesty,
the Ooni of Iz, Oba Adeveye Enitan Ogunwusi, top
government officials, National Assembly members
and members of the diplomatic corps.
The event, tagged “NTWMASA Merit Awards and
Corporate Dinner”, which will be hosted by the
Minister of Transportation and chaired by the SGF,
will also showease an array of stakcholders in the
Migerian maritime industry, some of who will be
recognised for their outstanding contributions to the

I Yarmer Tlead of State, General Abdulsalam

Peterside Dakumy

realisation ol the Agency's mandate of driving the
sectorin 2018,

The award categories include Shipping Company of
the Yeur 2018 (Dry Curgo), Shippimg Company ol the
Year 2018 (Wel Cargo), Mantme Education and
Traimng Instituie of the Year 2018, Manoing Avent of
the Year 2018, and Scafarcrs' Employer of the Year
20H 8.

Themed “Our lourney to Excellence, it will be an
evening to celebrate our Core Values of Commitment,
Accountabilily, Proflessionalism, Inlcgrily,
Teamwaork. Excellence, Leadership, and Discipline in
the Apeney and mdostry as awhaole.”

Staff of the Agency will be honoured for cutstanding
performance and an Employee of the Year will be
picked [rom Lthe 11 winners of the Employee of the
Month awards from January o November 2018
L would be recalled that at Lusl vear's evenl, Maersk
Migeria Limited, Gult Agency Company (GAC)
Migeria Lud, Charking Maritime. and Oftshore Satety
Centre, among others, were duly recognised with
carporate and industry awards.

The NIMASA Meril Awurds and corporale dinmer
will be an evenl of ghiy, glumour and glitter 1o mark
lhe end of vear aclivities ol the Agency.
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he new service chiefs in
Edo State hawe heen

chargad to jnin forces |
with the Palace and Edo State |

Government to tackle the
sacuUrity challenges
canfronting the people

The charge was given by His
Roval Majesty, Omao
m'DbaN' EdoUkuskpolokpolo,
Ewuare 1l, Oha of Benin when
he received separately the
new Commander of the 4-
Brlgade Migerla Army Benin
City, Brigadier-General Greg
Ceamwanyi Omorogbhe, the
new Commissioner of Palice,

+= N |
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Falace supportatall time.

Brigadier-General Omoroghe said he was in the Palace to
irtrnduce himself tno the Oba 25 well as salicit for Royal
blessings and support to enahle him succeed in his new

| assignment.

He promisad tn join forces with the Oba of Benin taosaoira the
K ngrnm and protect the peaple from criminals,

The Benin Maonarch reminded the new Commissioner ot
Palice, M Odumosun that this vear is critical in the histary of
Migeria because of the 2019 general electiors, and urged him

| to put his experiznces to bearan the joh, and not be partial,

but bediligent on tha job.

| while commending the former Commissioner of Police,

Babatundekokiumo for doing a good job and for always

| consulting with the Palace, the Oba of Benin enjoined the new

| Commissioner of Police ta emulate his predecessor and

pr Akeem Odumusunand Lhe |

Flight Commander of the 107
Air Maritime Group, Benin
City, Mr. Fatai A&yinla Ganiyu in
biis Palace,

Addressing the 4-Brigade
Commander,
expresses delight that the first
Edo man has keen posted to
the Brigade, and prayed God
and theatcestors to guide and
protect him, while sssuring of

| assured himof the necessary supportin order to succeed,

The Commissiungr uf Pelice, Akeem Odumosun promised Lo
ke loyal and remain dedicated to his duties, pointing out that
hz would ensure that officers and men of the command do

| their job within the ambit of the [aw.

He soliciled Lhe supporl and cooperation of Lhe Palace in Lhe

| succassfuldischarge ofhis duties.

CmoN'Qba |

The former Commissioner of Police, Johnson Babatunde
Kokumo thanked His Royal Majesty for the support and
prayers which he said was responsible for his success and
appealed for such hands of fellowship 1o be extended 1o his
SUCCE55Ar

Addressing the Might Commander of 107 Air hMaritime Group,

tha OmoN'Oba assured him
that the Palace would look
intor his reruests, eopecially
that nf the Air Foree land in
dispute in some caommunities
inthe Kingdom.

The Benin Manzrch expresses
concern over the absence of
Air Force Secnndarny Schonl in

Renin City, despite the
allocation of land for that
PUFROSE.

The Flizht Commander of the
107 Air Maritime Group,
Benin City, Fatal fyinla Ganivu
thanked the Oba of Benin for
his assistance to the Air Farca
over the veass, and promised
to assist in making Edo State a
crime-free state.
Qba

atiention io the problems

He drew Ewiuare |l
surroundiig Air Force land in
in the
Kingdom, especially Cgor, and

s0Me  communitias

appealed for the Oba's
intarvention.
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We Will Obey Court On Rivers
APC Candidates, Says INEC

Don't Blame Wike for APC's Woes — Abe

he Independent Sational

Ilactoral Commission.

IMFC, has waed ot sl mor
heatate o imatement mz ocder of
COrL  TESLTRITITE LA CUTITsS 0n
[rown lsting candidites of (ke AL
Progressives Cungress Tur the
seneral eoeclons in Ravers slale.
IMEC XNatienal Electoral
Commissinnsr in sharge ol
Operations, Festys Ckewe o an
imtereicw withnewsmen, said INRC
will delist names ot the candidates
of the AP after stcwving and
tincing meritin the padgement,
Ulcove alan saud [NEC weas not
voncerned ahpul the dhlTerenl
mterpretation of the  jucpgerion,
wdding that the cummmi=sion has g
teinn thal will sudy the judeement
andladvize on the line olaction,
Avcunding o bime “We ame ool
inlerested in the consndrum in
Rivers State, What we have said i3
rhat the momant any properly
constitueed court ol Taw makes an
nrcder ar Kives & judsement snd s
ohrain a cortified true copy of that
parhculur judoent and we comlrm
thatitz= sjudsement ttoma properly
vuns bbuited corl ol L and that Lhe
judgzemeni wllecis wov ol wur
plocsssos, we wil, zive eesl 1o
thet pertizular judgement. This
applies aeross kol
“There is whal we call Me mtio ola
allar, Why we nsist ou oblaio:
courl judgiranis and studying
letorz piving cftoer to them s
lracavac we do not want oo roly on
the reportage o the pagcs ot
Newsaeperd ar postaoon aoccicl
mesda,
“We wunt lo knew the e cod Lhe
whiler m the malier belore he courl
el w hutwere Lhe ovders ol e court
s il relates o e marter belore ™
Tacall “bat Justice James Eolawale
Omoicsha of the Fedesal [Lal
Comrd in Mon Tlacoael issued a
regmainirs arder on TNEC not 1
resngnize any candidate of the AP
tir the general cloctions in Rivers
Hiate.

Mewrrwhile, Sematr Magnos Ahe el

tha A&l Progroasive Congross
[AFPU)Y, Tepresarime Bivers Soulh-
Last 1o the seawcde hos urged
sLpporiers ool to blase the presanl
challengres olhe punty in he sluleen
Gievernos Myesom Wike,

Senatar Abe nade the call vestenday
while teacting tnothe reeent Fodored
igh Courl judgment which
nmullitied  the dirces and  indircer
privazrics allcoedly hald by fan
tactinng of The ity in Riviors,

'he conrt alza ordered the
ndependent Mational Llectaral

Cammission [IMNBC) nar oo
recomtize AR candidates for the |
208 electivns in Uhe s lale, [
Senator Abe expressed worry al the |
presenl challenges weng faved by |
the pirly, savicg, “il s biseless
blaring e soverto™, [
e sald the Toundation Tor 1he erisis
wis laid by the leadership of e |
parte, whizh he said decided we |
relegace same mterests and

sezlechelderatothe backeround.

“Wis oo Wike thar cxoladed snmne |
memhars frem che clective |
congrsss? Wae 10 oalio Wike thul |
went thead o hold primarics in apite |
nl pencding cuort msler?™ he |
yueried. |
Sepator Abe said thal Gavernar |
Hvesom Wike s the wliimale |
Deneliviacy ol the crisis cocking e |
All Pragressive Onigeoss (AT in

TR oA

e dectarcd that tThose accusing Tim

nt workmyg with Giovernor Wike |
ware purt of the preblems of the |
ATt appusilion party mothe state.

Sowing he neither heing sponsoned |
by Wike nol workimu Gor it

Abe who swted his duiog a Badie |
ilervidw vestelday googitied by |
The Tide acvused (he Mimaler of
Transporation, Kot Admaechi of |
sponanting a eairpaizn of ealuying
dpainst lom evel soee e aovermar
Tewvoned Tis invitation for Tis |
thar ksgsving scrvice held somerime
i Pom Horoort.

He aaid, “Uhat whole campaien af |
calunny aggingt me wes sponsoncd |
by e Mhimister ol ractsportelion,
And be did soom bad Loih. Asd The
merson whis 1w erchealralme thul
vempulga 15 one Chisl
Zhulew eeimesa Eze.

FThai [ had a thanksgiving seivce
ind Tinvited Seatos both Zooa e |

APC and the Mecples Deinoceatic [
Party (PP and evervanche in the |
qerate wellas the senanne Masident,
"Thatisdlan inviood the Crovomoraf |
Aivers State whohappans to bz Barre
Nyesomn Wike aud he horored my
invitation on & day when the leader |
Nl our own parly e ildmp ou
puruliel even 1 Bon (Bhuna Locel |
Goverunenl Asenl against e, T
thal the basis ol cormng wo lhe
corcluzion et 1 am working for
Wike?

"Has it cver accnrmeed tn Rivers
peeple that the ulr mate bereficiay
ot the orisig in Rivers aPCis Wike,
Wow who inebiaced the arizis'? Was it
Wike wha aaid thar che masting all

INEEC Choirmon
@ Mahmood-Yokubu

| ulus I suad wee spreed el sbouls] broag uciy se bl s sioould work

pether inihe sangresses shonld e thenwes aside'?
“Wae i W The who dended Thrchi Wi aod over siateen thousand Tellow

|meinhess ol vaun cwen paiy w e Reughit with vou dading the Tast election
| some ofckem, theirbrorhers et therlives.

“Eame ol the Tad thels honsea dastioved and all Marand they weznt o Ty
formajusrfortherighr o take partinan APC activiey andsomohadhy decided
thatthay cannet. Waz o Wike whaotook thasdecision?

| At the time we went o Cont snd e Cenrt said do nocprocesd, dzal with

tha izzus of theze poaple first Was it Wike who suid chat? At tha tne we

| riads 4 request chil st wee s inoourt el us e ditesLprimnaries m Beeers

State amd prople sad dovacand made request for direct privnaries which hey
kv el berr oal Com Bt weath the exisling came thay wws already one,
Lhad Lo B el

A theee wore b oilees ol (e coet el Wal oo dist wers sull o

operalion bul people sall went abwead loomake s request for iodirec.
prases, Wis 1L WIke who ol thal?

W R wee selup B endomitl g ioveay akay et us Dy and lack fow asolinons

wod resloce pease withio Qe parly cod people reluss, Was 1 Wike wou
refuze? So sl Tthesa paopletuenisg acound tareall Wike's nane, They are the
s v hcea v pastal e pralslem,” Scoator Alcata .

e dasceibethe siuation the paicy i thesiare Mads ns210aza shame because

| some peopic ismanaged a siaation thar could have horms managed,

[ dre wray forwrard taroie APC, he noted ther marbors of oz part shaeld

| et o Uhink and Teason Tor thetselves, saving ome mam canneol think e

allthe parte aeskeho ldera in the state.
Py v snpereston o che way Torwsrd 15 thast [ wane el o our puarky

| members. Dwenleopls (o be uble w megson o lbemeelves . Becouss we pre
| o apeasition where il s clear thal une person canmlreason lurull ofus,

“T ik the, oz moch as possible the perly nesds evervhody, To s kind ol
siluabivs ot wee Jave Doussl vurselves, we siaply live o avcept e realily
b wehere we are Lodaye ae g politienl parly 18 Cisirrace.
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Bodo Bomy road where sites of pollugon could be seen many moe

kilometers awsy.

His words As we drove THI00ERM: (85 seen writlen ut e poinl we
stopped) trome Panielk Waterfront where OgoniMiger Cleanup was
Hazeed-off on Juwe 2, 2008 wwards Bonoy Lsland where the Bado-
Bony readd 15 beang construeted o) we wors greeled by gnew sighl ol
pollution and devastared enviconmant that T never lonew existed 1n

Creonnland, Fyuelace s,

M Fyneface who said the main purpose of the trip as a development

concerned ¢itizen wis o ascemain whether work
way actually ongeing on the Bodo-Bonny road as
statud by President Mubanuoadu Bulwr during the
presentation of the 2019 hodget 2t the Sational
Asseinbly on Deccmber 19, 201 5 bul wis booed by
some lawmakers inchuding those from Rivers Stare
Forld o lises thit the visitdid net only reveal that
work 18 aclually ongoing on the project as the
Prgident saidl bu that the ongoing construction
crposts daew level ol pellulion that may ol v
leen capmired or reported in the TTnite¢ MNations
Ervironmienl Programme (UNEP) Reporl on
Ogoniland released on Augnst 4. 2011, T was
shocked to seethis extent of pollution in that part of
Oeonl alone,

[ diy it thinke thit this Tevel of pollution, stretching
o shans o Hae-o poiot and conlingioe as Gu
s eyes can see torwards Bonny Tsband was captured
inthe LM EP report oo Ceontliad, Fynelace sad.
There 19 need o re-assess these new level of
hydroearbon pollation being revealed Tae ongoing
construclion of Bode-Bonny  road while 1he
cleanup of other impacted sites commences. With
what | saw loday, Oeoniland cannol be eleancd up
withont sirmulmneoushy clearing the covironment
in ncighbouring  communitics ke Opu/Bolo.
Andani, Opabo. Okrika, Tronny, a2tc that share
connrmen water boundares,

I nse this opporminity. o invite envirpnmeantal
justice  activists, campaigners, environmental
orzanizations, [nstinitions and media organizationg
locully und alobally to take advantage of the road
b construciod to Benny throueh Bodo erecles 1o
visit the area and experience the new level of
pirltution | saw today, Sueh vigits will enhanee our
collaboration for a sirong campaien o stop re-
polhetion in Chzomiliand and the Wiger Delta region
as vleanup pels on e way, Fynebaee noted,

It would be rvecalled that Shell TPetroleum
Dewelepment Company of Nigeria (SPDC)
accepted respansilility Tor multiple il zpills inthe
ared-up o 200 and paid 55million British Pounds
to the Tode commmunity 102015 a8 part of ont of
court settlement following a case mstituted by the
colrmunity againsr it over the spills in a London
Clourt.

M Bynsface rziterpie call on the |lydrmocarbon
Pollution Remedmation  Project (HYPREP)
cominence the actual cleanup of Ozond
envirgmment without  further delay while the
Federl Govermment, SPDC, ete, should ensure the
availalility and adequeate funding of the project,
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new level of hydrocarbon
pullution vl Ceroeni
environment has been
chiscoversd ns exposed by the ongoing
consbuchion ol the N 2001
oinetal
1 d b Julins
Berger Pl through the swampy and
mgddy creeks of Boda community in

Golana Tocal Governmeant Aores

1 Bowny Kinedon in Boany Logs
Cronezrnment arci
A vizit to the Rodo community axis of

colmprising of e
3, cnvironenl  monlos,

3 exposedasmeteh afvast
hvdracarhon

pellution - devastated  areas covering
wniles and miles avway,

The team which was led by Fyn
Thamnamene Fyneface. Ozonil
Delly Bovironmenlal fosbice
Campaignar

Tk [rom Palnck Walerlronl whese
Clponi eleanup wis f d-oiTin 201G
up to kilometers 7 900 on the new
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ErAcr i Ehhi?ffeﬁpu pker {1, Former
erron Sir Celestine Omehia (t) and F i

ivers Stale Quverioen,

Myesom Ezcnwao

Wike has assured
Liokpe people that he will
continwe o develop the wreain
honour of his commitment oo
the Late Chiet Muaxwell Tusic
Amadi, the Eze [go of [ziokpe.
Speaking  during the burial
service of the Late Chiefl
Maxwoll Tasic Amadi oat
[ 5161 Lo cone S;]lu.rdu_\,-': Clovernor
Wike alse assured the
bereaved famiby that he will
e gva st with Naem,
"Your father stood by ws. Your
father suppored us. T will
support you; | will sLand (%
vou, Itdoesn'timatter whatitis,
| will stand yeu and weather
the storm " The governor
noted thar the Late Chiel
Maoxwell Tasie Amadi asked
b 1o conslraet @ imajor rowl
i [siekpo for the guod of his
peaple,

"Late 2007, he came tome snd said
several persons had madz promizes
o him and none was fulfilled. He
asked me (o de something [or him.
He asked me 0 construet the najor
renzel 1 hia pand ol |>jiul«:|u:-. I Lhank
Crod that we constructed that rosd.
feel happy that |1
listened o him™, he
said,

He stated that before
b slarted his palilical
varcer, the Late Chiel
Mlazowell Tasic Amadi
Ly e nen the r¢|,fuin:q|
eneourd goment,

The poverner said that
the |.ate Malitician was
oo jusl a lather, bul a
political menter of
rces e sawd: ™A man
Ml el hesmour, 8 man
full of hifc. ¥Whether
g or old, |ate
Chisf Maxwell Tosie

Amadi mised wich all

parsoig, Hewasa fench o the voung and ihaeldeel™,
Gimeomor Wike condoled with the family of Lawe Chicf
Manwell Tasie Amadi and prayved God to granttherm the
strength w bear the ineparable koss,

“1 will continie to Keep my promisas to
lsiokpa pesgple. The only thing you can do to make
your father happy is te snsurs that yon Keep
the flag flying™



OPINION

Another Bombardment
To The | o

Ewlwp Mhew Kukah

“The only right
Moerians concede
to youis the right

5 ien| to agras with them”
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lior :ngineering [2xcellence mm

ngr Simbi Kesiye Wabote,

Executive Secretary,

Migerian Content
Development and Monitoring
Board was on Thursday in Port
Harcourt, Rivers State inducted as a
fellow of the Institute of Petroleum
Studies [IPS), University of Port
Harcourt  for his cxceptional
accomplishments in engineering,
strategic management and local
contert |leadarship in the il and
Gas Industry. The prestigious award
was part of the fAagship program of
the Institute's 15t Induction
Ceremony/Exhibition  which  took
place at Ebitimi Banigo Auditorium,
University of Port Harcourt,

Wabdate is one of the two persons
admitted to fellowship of the
Institute  this year The second
persan is Hervochon Joel, a French
hational and Executive Director,
Deep Water District, TUPNI, Lagos.
Both professionals were inducted
for their distinguished career in the
oil and gas scctor, spanning nearly

thirty years.

IPS was established fifteen years
ago in collaboration with Institut
Francois du Petrole et Energies
Nouvelle (IEP/New Energy). the
Ecole du Petrole et des Monteurs
{IFP School), Paris, France. It was
established primarily as a Centre of
Excellence in Geosciences, Drilling

and Production technology,
petroleum economics, policy and
strategic studies. The goal of the
Institute is to provide topnotch
academic and hands-on education
for young professionals to meet the
needs of the Nigerian Potroleum
Industry through a commitment to
cucellence in training, applied
research, continuing education and
capacity building. The main sponsor
of the Institute is the Nigerian
Mational Petroleum Company
{NNPC)/Total E & P Nigeria Limited
{TEPNG) loint Venture.

Im the citation read by the Institute,
Mr. Wabhote was described ag an
“pxperienced and excellent

FENt ﬁeve@f" nlﬁr’ﬂ'j Monitaring Beard (NCEME), Engr. Simbi Wabote (right]),
intent A tarmer Vice Prefident of World Bank, Dr. Oby Ezekwasile.
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Engr. Simbl Wabote

professional ... .. who has recorded
huge successes in the wvarious
assignments so far @med out,
making him an effective and
respurceful manager who is able to
groom and manage divers and high
performing teams”. According to
the Institute, Wabote's spectacular
nerformance across a wide
spectrum of functional
responsibilities in the il and Gas
Industry, traversing engineering,
procurement, process
improvement, compliance and
corporate govemance, business
and operational efficiency, local
supply chain development and
global local content leadership have
distinguishcd him as an engineor
and manager par excellence.

i

In his presentation titled,
Sustaining Productivity in the
Plateau Phase of Growth", Engr
Wabote who was also the 15"
Induction Guest Lecturer
comimended  the  Instiiute and
University of Port Hareourt for the
horor, He postulsted that it s

imperative for the Institute and the
industry as whole to pursus
sustainable productivity in plateau
phase of growth of cil and gas
production and wvalue addition in
Migerian and not give rmom o
decline due to complacency.

He commended “Total/NNPC JV for
its efforts, dedication, and cortinual

support to developing human
capacity by adopting the University
of Part - Harcourt to domicile IP5
and creating 2 conducive leaming
emvircnment for Nigerians to attain
and share knowledge”. He enjoined
the sponsors of the Institute,
“ensure you dont get into the
plateau of complacency as it can
only result in decline”.
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"“he minister of state for
petroleurn, Dr Emmanuel [be
I Kachikwu has disclosed that
the federal povernment will ensure
that out of the 40 planned modular
refineries 3 came on stream by end
of 2019,
The minister
Calabar at the ongoing 3rd technical
meeting of the National Council on
Hydrocarbons {NCH) where il
experts and stakeholders are
reviewing extent of
implementation of resclutions and
decisions reached at last year's
meating in Akwa |lbom 5State, The

disclased this in

MCH is the highest policy making
bodyin the Nigeria's gil and gas.
The minister spoke through the
Permanent secretary inthe ministry
of peltroleum resources, Dr.
Folasade Yemi-Esan who declared
the conferences nice open.

She said apart from the modular
refineries, the ministry was also
intervening in the Domes ic
Liguified Petroleum Gas Penetraion
Programme, where L[PG has been
identified as a wviahle source of
stimulation for sociceconomic
growth in Nigeria.

She said the ministry through the

lodular Refineries

Department of Petroleum
Resources has achieved improved
LPFG penetration with local
consumption from 320,000mt to
470,000mt,

The 5-day stakehalder conference
which took place at the magnificent
Calabar International Conference
Centre with the theme: Oil ad Gas
Sector Reforms - The key to
unlocking the potentials of Nigeria's
hydrecarbons.

At the apening session, the
permanent sccretary, said that it
has become pertinent 10 step up
efforts ar accelerating development
ot gas infrastructure along gas
carridors to ease and boost gas
supply to locations ice with oil and
gas activities.

Stressing the need to meet the
nation’s energy requirements, she
said there was also need to engage
in intensive research with active
involverment of the academia.

She disclosed that the Mational Gas
Flaring Commercialisation
Prograrmnme {(NGFCP) was unveiled
as part of Nigeria's contribution
towards reducing global carban
emissions and climate change,
adding that President Muhammadu
Buhari has approved this he "Flare
Gas (Prevention of Waste and
Palluticn} Regulatinons 2018 as the
regulatory instrument that will
underpin the implermentation of
the NGFCF.

Speaking on the sideline, the special
adviser to Gov Ben Ayade of Cross
River State, Maurice Ekong insisted
that the state has oil bearing status
and that there was sufficient
hydrocarbonsin the state.

Ekong appealed that to the federal
government to grant the state the
rights Lo prospect Tor more
hydrocarbons.
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