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Onne Customs impounds bales of military wares

izerian Customs , Area 11,

Onne |, Rivers Slale said L

has impounded a 40ft
container comprising 600 pairs of
military camoullage uniforrmz, 600
pairs of military caps and 600 pairs
military jungle boots.

The Area Comptroller of the Nigerian
Customs, Area 11 0Onne, Rivers State,
Aliyu Galadima Saidu who disclosed
this to laurnalists at Onne said that
the military wares were concealed in
a40ft cantainer.

He said the military wears were
prohibited

manetary value as regards duty
payment,

items and has no

Saidu said that the Command
impounded fifty-five 20ft container
of fareign rice which he said
contained 510 (5Cke) bags of rice ;
1040 (25kg) bags of rice, 19680
[10kg)} hags of rice with total Duty
Paid Walue of M364,746,762.
He said that 15 bales of new 20 rolls
of water hose, 10 cartons of singlet,
50 cartons of shoes, 207 cartons of

tiles , bales of socks with DPY of
MN4.6m were impoundsd by Lhe
Command.

He zaid "the Comptroller-General of
Customs has zero tolerance for
smuggling and the Nigerian Customs
Service will do ewerything in its
capacity to sustain the tempo. Over
time , the Cusioms Area 11
Command, Onne, has bemoansad the
incessant activities of smugglers
within the territories, an activity
which has wreaked so much havoc
on the nation's economy"
" Fifty-five 20ft container of foreign
rice which cantained 510 (50kg),
1040 (25kg), bags of rice, 19530
(10kg], bags of rice with a total DPY
of M364,746,762 were impounded. A
40ft container comprising of &00
pairs of military camoaouflage
unifonms , BOO pairs of military caps,
600 pairs of military jungle boots
were impounded and all are total
prohibited items, therefore has no
monetary value as regards duty
payment”

"Found in the same 40ft container
were 15 bales of new , 80 rolls of
water hose, 10 cartons of singlet , 50
cartons of shoes , 207 cartons of tiles,
15 bales of socks and other items
with DPY of 4.6m and were used to
conceal the military unifarm™

“Also impounded were six 20ft
container with total of 13,560
cartons of tomatoes paste with DPY
of N70.5m. A container load of 575
machetes with DPV of N21.2mand a
container load of 1070 jerry-cans of
cooking oil with DPY were also
impaunded.”

He put Duty Paid Value of all the
impuunded ilems o NS43 953,740,
Saidu said that the Command
generated a total revenue of
MNZ26,388,754,.244m from duty paid
on imported gaoods and recorded 10
seizures prohibited items.
He said that smuggling pose a threat
to both the economy and security of
the country saying that those
involved in the act are branded
economicsaboteurs.

Ahe loses out as INEC displays Wike, Cole's names

enator Magnus Abe's
governarship ambition in Rivers
State seems 1o have been laid to
rest with his name conspicuously
missing in Independent Mational
Elzctoral Commission's list af
gubernatorial candidates displayed at
Port Harcourt/Aba road office of INEC.
IMEC had published Arch. Tonye Dele
Cole's name, his credentials and that of
his running mate, ¥ictar Gizdant.
The name of Abe was not disp'ayed at
the Commission's notice board as
indication that he has lost out in the

governorship raca.

The name of Governar Nyesom Wike,
hiz qualifications and that of his deputy
,Or Ipalibo Harry wers also displayed.

Abe hac poneto courtto challenge the
conduct of the APCward congressesin
the State. The Senator representing
Rivers south east in Senate had allegad
that his supperters
disenfranchised during the
CONEressas,

wWorne

He had purswed his case from Lhe Slate
high court to Suprermie court where
botncourts ruledin his favour that ARC
aired in the conduct of the party
congressesinthe State.

In the display notice baard A-ch Tanye
Dele Cole presented B.sc degrees in
and
&rchitecture obtained respectively in
1990 frorm University of Lagos.

Environmental studies

He also attended Harvard Business
Schoalin 2013,

Governar Wike whao was born in 1963
obtained a B.sc degres in political
science from UWniversity of Port
Harcourtin 1990,

He therealter proceeded to the Rivers
State University where he graduated
with LLB in Law in 1987,
He abtained BL from the Nigeria Law
School in 1998,

Governar Wike's running mate , Dr
lpalibo Harry flunis intimidating
credentials,

She oblained MBBS , FSLC, HSC, MPH
and MSCrespectively betweer 1963 to
2007 from University of |badan,
University of London and Harvard
LIniversity.

L

e deihgran] |-



NEWS

26th NOV. - 10th DEC. 2018

NEWS PLATFORM

‘can no longer’ iime motorists... court rules

federal high court in Lagos

has declared void powers of

the Federal Road Safety
Corps {FRSC) to impose fines on
motarists for traffic offences.

John Tsoha, a judge, held that the
commission could notturn itselfinto
a court of law by punishing these
who commit traffic offences,

Tope Alabi, a lawyer, had
approached the court to declare
that only a court of competent
jurisdiction could pranounce a
person 2uilty under section 10 (4)
and 28 (2] of the FR5C Act 2007,

Other defendant in the suit was the
Attorney-Gerneral of the Federation.
The judge also awarded M1lmillion
damages in favour of the plaintiff
hecause officials af the FRSC had
confiscated his vehicle and driver's
licence,

Tasha said while FRSC was
statutorily empowered to arrest and
fine traffic offenders, a closer ook at
the definitian of the word “fing”
meant a pecuniary criminal
punishrnenl or civil penally payable

tothe publictreasury.

“In the instant case, however, the
invalverment of the elementof arrest
takes the impaosition of fine by the

FRSC to the realm of criminal
punishment,” hecaid.

“From these definitions, itis obvious
thatthe actofsentencing is ajudicial
action or exercise, and imposition of
fine connotes conwviction for an
allegedoffence.

“It is, thus, very clear that the FRSC,
not being a court of law, cannot
impase fine, especially as it has no
powers toconduct trial,

"Hence, the exercise ofthe statutory
powers given to the defendant
under the Act as pertain to
imposition of fine is clearly a
usurpatien of judicial powers
exclusively vestedin the courts.

“In the circumstances, | endorse the
plaintiff's submission that by virtue
of section 1(3) of the constitution,
the power to impase fine canferred
on FRSC by the enabling act is null
and wvoid to the extent of its
incaonsistency with the
constitution.”

Tscho held that the FRSC resarted ta
“legislalive absuardity” when il
imposed a fine of 3,000 on the
plaintiff, rather than the NZ2,000
statutorily prescribed.

“FRSC's function should not go
beyvond issuance of mere notices of

offence,” he ruled.

“It is a cardinal principle of natural
justice that no person can he
condemned without being heard,
“It 1s in ohszrvance of this that a
persan alleged to have committed
an offence has to respond to such
allcgation before a court of law
duringtrial.”

According to the judge, the plaintiff
was issued a notice of offence Sheet
on April 4, 2013, but FRSC did not
take him to court for five months
before the plaintiff filed his suit on
Septemberd, 2013,

“Thevital question toaskis how long
would ittake the FRSC to reasonakly
commence prosecution of a traffic
offence? heasked.

“The plaintiff was not under
oblipation to wait indefinitely for
redress due to FRSC's inaction or
[axity.

| hold the view that the confiscation
of the wehicle was unnecessary in
the first place, though the FRSC
spiritedly saught to justify it”

The judge then granted 11 of the 14
reliefs sought by the plaintiff,

awarding Nlmillion in his favour
instead of the N10million prayved for.

Take interest in your child’s education, Obaseki tells Women

he Eda State Gavernar, Godwin

Ohaseki, has charged Edo

women Lo complement Lhe
effort of the state government by
taking interest in their children's
education, especially at the primany
leve| for the benefit of the state
Obaseki gawe the charged in Benin
during the Fido Women's Summit as
part of activities marking the second-
year anniversary of the administration
of Godwin Obasaki.

" All thewomen here, pay attertion in
the education of aurchildren.

We ars doirg Edobest, by the time we
finish, education in Edo state will be
thebestin Migeria.

"Hencefarth take an interest in the
training and in the education of our
children particularly, In the primary
schoal, ask that child what they have
learnt at school to know how he or she
izcoping," hesaid.

Why assuring the women of adguate
sypport, he said his admistration has
trained over 7.000 teachers digital
teachers to change the narrative of

basiceducationinthe state,

On her part, the wife of the state
governer, Mrs. Betsy Obaseli, called on
the women  to make themselves
relevant politically and seek elective
officesrathertzking the back seat.

According to her he era of sitting,
clapping and takinzthe back seat

inthe nation's politics s over, strassing
that they must make

themsalves relevant politically inorder
tocontribute meaningfullyto

thedevelopment af the natian.

HERE PRI | 6
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$1.3bn withholding tax:
MTN's suit against AG fixed for Dec. 3

Ustize Chukwujakwa Anela, citting ata

Fed=ral High Court, Lagos, fixed Dec. 3

tor hearing a suit by MTN Nigeria
Communication Ltd against the Attorney
General of the Federation ¢ AGF |}
challenging the legality of NZ42 billicn and
1.3 billion dollars import duties and
withholding tax assessment.

The court fixed the date for hearing of all
pending applications after couasel
representing both parties had informed the
court of their various spplicatiens filed and
HETYELC.

On Thursdzy, ChiefWole Olanipekun [(5AN]
with otaer senior lawyers, appeared for
PATH, while Br T.& Gazali, a Chief State
Counsel from the Federal Ministry of
Justice, appeared for the AGF.

Counszl informed the court of the various
processes filed hefore the court and served
o1 respective parties tothe suit.

Fallowing this davelapment, Justice Anake

set Dec.d far hearing of all pendiag
applications befare the court.
MTA iastituted the suit by 3 writ dated
Sept. 10, challenging manly, the legality of
the AGF's assessment of its import duties,
withholding tax and value addec tax inthe
sumsofN242 Billionand 1.3 kbilliondaolizrs.

Im its writ of summons, MTN is seeking
declaratary reliafs on the following
Frounds;

That the purported “Revenue assets
investipation™ allagadly carriad out by the
Fedaral Gowvarnment on MTHN, for the
pericd of 2007 — 2017, and its decision
conveyed through the office of the AGF by o
lettar dated Aug. 20, vialates the provisions
of Secticr 36 of the censtitution.a
declaration that the AGF acted in excess of
its povers, oy purporting ta dircct through
its letter of May 10, a "self assessment
pxarcisa” which usurps the powers of the
Migeriar Customs Servica to demand
payment afimport duties onimpartation of

NEWS PLATFORM

ghysical goodsa declaration that the AGF
actad illegally, by usurping the powers of
the Federal Inlznd Rewenue Service, to
audit 2nd demand remittance of
withholding ax and wvalue addeg tax.a
dec aration that the purported "self
assessment” exercise instituted Ly the AGF
via its letter of May 10, is unknown toe law,
null and void and of ne offect whatsocwera
declaratizn that the AGF: demand of the
sums of N2£2 billion and 1.2 billion dollars
tram MTHN, is premised on a process which
is malicious, unreasonable and made on
incorrect legal basis.

In addition, the plaintiff wants 2 couert
crdar, varating the AGF's demard letter
dated Aug. 20, Tor the sums of N242 hillien
and 1.3 billion dollars from MTH Migeria
Communications Ltd.

Pezidas, MTM s claiming a tatal sum of N2
Lillion mn damages against the defendant,
whichk covers Ganeral damages, axamplary
damages, ardLagal costs.

Council sel to invest $350m in sugar production in Kogi

e ™ational Sugar Development Council {MSDC) in
partnership with ogi State Government is set to invest the
sumof 5350minta sugar production inthe State.
Leadar of the delegation from MSDC, Alhaji Salibu Bhake made
this known whan ha led a team of some foraipn investors to
Ballo Governmant House, Lokoja.
Alkaji Bkeke said the Matioral Sugar Develepment Council was
sadoled witk the responsibility of making Migeria self sufficientin
sugar production and has discovered the great potentials in the
sugarcane
production in Cguma, a comimurity in Bassa Lacal Governmens
Area.
“Kogi state povernment | must say is agricultural friendly, we
have @ masterplan with a roadmap on pessible ways of achieving
this fit. Based on the roadmap we have n place, we looked for
potential sugar growing states; and Kogi State is one of the hes:
states zo far with such oppottunities from the feasihbility studies
done", hasaid.
Accarding to him, the Council having discoverad Kogi State as ane
af the states with such potentizls, took it upon jtself to seak
investars who could corme vest i the state ard make the drearm

Govarnor in

projert A redlity.

Soeaking further, be said the Cooncil already has tan investrrs-
BUA Group and COMTEC Global-who are willing to invest into the
project, adding that the investors will be needing large portion of
landwhere he projects willbe sited.

"As a Cauncil, we will assist inevery way possible o see thatthe
project Lake off. On tha part of the povernmenlt, Bod will be
neaded, access roads, compensation will be given where

necessary.

The rmwestors are willing to inwvest and community social
rs ponsibility will be accorded priority® he added. Speaking, the
Fraoject Director of CONTEC Glabal, Dr. Sashi Morurmder said his
taam was in Dekira and Bassa btwa years apo to collect samples
which was stucied and burned out to be suitable for the project
adding that the opportunity will assist the state in the production
of Bio fertiizer, animal feed, petro chemical groduction and
others.

"If the stata is ready to add any other projects, wa arewilling and
opan for discussiors, We will ensure a win win for everyans
ivalved, the govarament, the groups and the host communities™,
hesaid,

In his remarks, Governor Yahaya Bello said his administration
since assumpsion in office keyed into the taree cardinal points of
President hMuhamrmudu Buhari in the areas of security, fighting
corrustion, reviving and revamping the economy through
agricultural revalution.

Governor Bello said amy serious governmant will da evenything
possible to secura lives, and create job opportunities, adding that
the state was Blessed with vast and fertile land for various
agricultural prodoce.

“Krgiisfast beroming a hub farinvestment. We have a delibarate
policy here, we ensure we learn from previous mistzkas, Your
imvest will b2 safe in our state, fill free, because Kegi is safe from
criminals. With the various effarts my administradion is putting in
place, <ogi will soon begir o export all forms of agricuktural
praducts and | assure of huge returns in few years from paor
ivestrnent" hesaid.

NEE FILATRER
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NIGERIAN ARMY REDEPLOYS SENIOR OFFICERS

1. The Nigerian Army has redeployed soms of its officers from
Operation LAFIYA DOLE, Operation DELTA SAFE, as well as over
stayed officers from the THEATRE as part of routine pasting. Also, a
Deputy Vice Chancellor is appointed for the newly establishad
Nigerian Army University Biu {NAUB). The posting that affected 103
officers including Majars and Captzsins is aimed at injecting new
hands to further actualize the vision of the Chief of Army Staff
COAS) Lieutenant General Tukur Yusufu Buratai which is, "To have a
professionally responsive Nigerian Armiy in the discharge of it's
censtitutional roles". 1t Will ke recalled that before this
redeployment, the Chief of Army Staff had this week sent goodwill

message to the troops cengratulating them for their bravery, |

alertress and doggedness in the ongoing tight 2gainst Boko Haram
Terrorists [BHTS).

2, Those affected in the redeployment include; The Comimarider
Headqguarters Theatre Command Operation LAFIYA DOLE Majaor
General Abba Dikko who moves to the Dapartment of Civil Military
Affairs as the Chicf of Civil Military Affairs, Major General Jamil
Sarham to remain in Headguarters G Division as the General Officer

Commanding/Land Component Commander, Major General Muhu =

Anghazo now moaves to Headguarters 3 Division as the Generzl
Officer Commanding while Major General Benson Akinroluyo
redeployed fram Headguarters 3 Division to Headquarters Theatre
Command Qoeration LAFIYA DOLC as Commander.

3. Others are Major General Victor Ezupwu from Depot Nigerian
Army to Migerian Army Vehicle Manufacturing Company  as
Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer {MD/CED), Major
Ceneral Adeyemi Adetayo from Administrative Staff College of
Migeria [ASCOM) to Department of Army Standard and Evaluation as
Rirector Pracurament and Projects and Brigadier Generml fiok Chot
redeployed from Headquarters ODperation DELTA SAFE to Miperian
Armmy University Biaas DeputyVice Chancellar [Military).

4, Also affected in the redeployment are Brigadier General Olufemri
Dada from Administrative Staff College of Nigeria [ASCON] to
Headguarters Trzining and Doctrine Command [TRADOC) as
Dircctor Combat Deveclopment, Brigadier General Solomon
Udounwa redeployed to Defence | leadguarters as Deputy Director
Campaipn planning, Brigadier General

Adekunle Adesope from Department of Army Standard and
Evaluation to the Office of the Chief of Army Staff as Acting Director
in the Directorate of Audit and Financial Management, Brigadier
General Caleb Dalhatu moves fram Headguarters Infantry Corps
Centre 10 Headguarters 81 Division Garrison as Cammander,
Brigadicr General Abdu Hassan redeployed  from Headgquarters 2
Brigade to Hesdguarters Infantry Corps Centre as Chief of Staff
(CO5}, Drigadier General [Kabir Mukhtar from |leadguarters 81
Divisian Garrisan to Headguarters Cepartment of Army
Administration as Acting Cirector Manpower, Brigadier Generel

26th NOV. - 10th DEC. 2018

Masiry Jega redeployed to Headguarters 2
Brigade as Commander, Brigadier General Sani
Mohammed moves from Depariment of
Administration ta Depe Nigerian Army as Acting
Commandant, Erigadier General Kevin Alighe is
to remain in Headguarters 15 Brigade as
Commander, Colenel Adamu Nura from
Headguarters 21 Special Armour Bripade to
MNigerian Army Armour School as Chief
Instructor, Colonel Louwis Lepdung redeployed
from Headguarters 25 Task Force Brigade to
Haadguarters Infantry Corps Centre as Deputy
Director Rescarch and Deovelopmeont, Colonel
Kingsley Umoh from Administration Staff
College of Migeria {ASCON] to Defence
Headguarters as Assistant Director Defence
Information and Colongzl Kayode Ogunsanya
mowves from Headguarters 3 Division Army
Public Eelations to Defence Headgquarters
Garrison Army Public Relations as Deputy
Director Arrmy Public Relations.

5. In wiew of the ahove you are please
requested to disseminate this information to
the general public through your reputable
medium.

6. Thank you foryour kind cooperation,

TEXAS CHUKMW L
Brigadicr Gencral
Director Army Public Relations

RIEHE FLETRR | 8
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PETER OBI MEETS EU LEADERS

ice Presidential collaboration. who, he said, now live in fear.

candidate of the Obi who represented the He said that the EU should

Peoples Democratic Presidential candidate of the insist on a level playing field
Party, Mr. Peter Obi in Abuja party and former Vice forall candidates and parties
recently met with President of Nigeria, Atiku during elections in Nigeria
delegations from European Abubakar at the two because “there is a need to
Union (EU} and World separate meetings told the get the country back to its
Economic Forum (WEF) to EU delegation that efforts feet and make it better for
discuss the need to conduct should be made to stop the our children".
free and fair elections in ruling party, APC, from yo scaid that campaigns
2019 and how to grow the intimidating candidates of T
nation's economy through opposition political parties that the elactorate and. the
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international community the free and fair presidential most governments in the
can come to grasp with the primary election conducted continent do not want to
problems of the country as in Port-Harcourt, Rivers work with the forum for fear
well as the solutions being State on October 13, 2018 of beingcriticized.

proffered by each of the
political parties and their
candidates.

Obi also said that there was
need for agencies like the EU
to strengthen and support
the Independent Naticnal

Electoral Commission
(INEC}.
The former Anambra

Governor said that judging
from what happened during
gubernatorial elections in
Ekiti and Osun states, INEC
needs to show that it
remains an unbiased umpire
in future elections in the
country.

On the issue of vote buying,
Qbi described the incidence
as a new phenomenon and
which must be stopped.

“l contested and won
elections when | was in 3
smaller party. Where would |
have gotten the money to
buy votes if it was the case
then and how would | have
gotten back the money
especially when | am going
toserve the people,” hesaid.

On the unity of PDP, he said
there was no doubt about

where all the presidential
candidates agreed that it
was the best sofar.

On whether there was need
for a fresh EU election
ohserver group following the
impending expiration of the
tenure of the present group,
Obi said that Nigeria
deserved a replacement
based on the role EU would
play in ensuring free and fair
electionsin Nigeria in 2018

In his comments, the head of
the EU delegation, Ketil
Karlsen said that the election
observer group has been
consulting stakeholders in
Nigeria to ascertain whether
or not it would be necessary
for the union to send a new
FU election observer
missian.

He said that the EU mission
had been operating in
Nigeria since 1999 and that
the union had invested over
100 million Euros in Nigeria's
election process since then.
Speaking at the meeting
with officials of WEF, Obi
emphasized the need for
closer working relationship

He said that many
governments in Africa
implement activities that are
“transactional instead of
transformational’’ and
therefore needed help to
shapetheir policies.

“A lot of work needs to be
done
things are tough, he said,
adding that Presidential and
Vice Presidential candidates
of the PDP “have a clear
picture of what the
economic priorities are and
what the international
community feels about the
country.

in Africa because

“Migeria needs to do
something immediately for
its economy to be put back
on track and something has
to done immediately", he
said.

Leader of the WEF
delegation, Nontle
Kabanyane said that the
forum was ready to
strengthen relationships and
ta implement more activities
in Nigeria through a
collaboration that would
lead to national

that and the evidence could with African countries transformation.

be seen from the outcome of

especially Nigeria because

[F] 2 L |1u,
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Peter Obi: | Neither Demolished Mosques
Nor Sent Hausa out of ﬂllallllll'ﬂ

.
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‘he former Governor of

Anambra5tate and Vice-

Presidential candidate
af the People's Democratic
Party, Mr. Peter Obi has
described as sheer fabrication,
wicked and inhuman, the
allegation being circulated by
the oppositicn that he
demolished mosques as the
Governor of Anambra 5tate,
snubbed the Sultan, Alhaji
Muhammadu Sa'ad Abubakar
lll, drove Hausas away from
Anambra State and shunned
the then Minister of Finance,
Dr. Shamsuddeen Usman's
gttempt at mediation and did

not visit schools in the North.
Responding to journalists'
questions at Southern Sun,
Lagos, Obi regretted that
rather than some political elite
focusing on resalving the plight
of several millions of Nigerians
without livelihood, over 10
million of out-of-school
children and many more of
unemployed youths, they are
busily engaged in emitting hate
speeches and spreading
concocted falsehoods in their
desperation to be elected into
public office so that they will
continue with impoverishing
the nation and the generality

ofthe people.

Recalling the circumstances
under which he became
Governorin 2006, Obirevealed
that he never had malicious
relationship with any group
resident in Anambra State nor
demolished any mosque in the
State as alleged. As a matter of
fact, he went on, the mosque
at Onitsha was destroyed
before he became Governor.
During that crisis, many
groups, including Northerners,
took shelter in the Army
Barracks. Indeed, some of the
first measures he took on
assumption of office was to

e | 11
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visit those displaced persons,
restore normaley and
encouraged everybody to
return to their normal,
peaceful life in the State.

Describing the allegation that
he snubbed the Sultan of
Sokato, whowas in the State as
ridiculous, Obi asserted that
irresponsibility and disrespect
forelders and leaders were not
in his character. According to
him, “The irony of this
concoctionis that | have beena
friend of His Eminence, the
Sultan right from my first year
at the University of Nigeria,
Msukka, in 1980 through his
tenure as Nigeria's Defence
Attaché in Pakistan till the
present. The fact is that the
visit of his Eminence, during
which | was alleged to have
snubbed him was purely a
courtesy call after which |
personally accompanied him
to see the Ohki of Onitsha, Obi
Alfred Achebe with whom he
had ameeting.

| also requested His Eminence
towisit the Hausa cammunity in
the State: and in their
interaction, the Hausas
complained about the
destruction of their mosque
before | became Governaor,
which | offered to rebuild and
subsequently gave them the
funds for that purpose. Thank
God, the Sultan and the Obi of
Onitsha are still alive and
available to confirm my
submission”,

Additionally, Obi revealed that

26th NOV. - 10th DEC. 2018

shortly after the wvisit to the
Hausa community, he
accompanied the Sultan to the
State-owned Chukwuemeka
Qdumegwu-0Ojulkwu University
which conferred an honorary
degree on him. In his words: “I
did not have to be there, but |
accompanied him to receive
the award as @ gesture of
friendship. If we were not on
good terms as my traducers
alleged, he could have still be
given the honour in the in the
spirit of University autonomy,
but I would not have
accompanied him to the
event”,

On the allegation of having
driven away Hausas from the
State, Obi asserted that the
only group which could have
run away from Anambra State
during his tenure as Governar
wera kidnappers, armed
robbers and predators on the
State Treasury. He said that the
Head-Bridge Dual Carriageway
the wicked liars were referring
to was merely cleared of
several groups of squatters and
illegal markets that occupied
three of the 4-lane
carriageway. He revealed that
the clearance was done
without any recourse to
ethnicity or religion at a time
his Government was
cellaborating with the Federal
Government to expand the
road to 6 lanes, which has
solved the traffic gridlock in
that area to the admiration of
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all commuters, vehicle owners
andtransporters.

As for not visiting schoolsin the
Morth, Obi said it was
unfortunate trying to politicise
the visit to school he was just
engaged in as a passicnh borne
out of his love for education.
“In any case”, Obi said, “l have
visited schools in all the states
of Nigeria. Last year, | visited
two schools in Sokoto State,
the seat of the Caliphate.
Answering a question on how
he had a disagreement with
the then Minister of Finance,
Dr. Shamsuddeen Usman, Obi
said he had known the
gentleman before he became
Governor, when he was the
CEO of ane of the commercial
banks and thereafter as the
Deputy Governor of the
Central Bank and since then,
they had remained friends and
had not had any reason to
disagreeon anyissue.

Ending on an advisory note,
Ohi called an all hands to he on
deck to save the country from
collapse rather than enpgage in
idle talk and fabrication of tales
as a substitute for State Policy.
“What we need now”, he said,
“is building a society and a
bright future for millions of
poor Nigerians all over the
country. That should occupy
and agitate us unceasingly
rather than how to run others
down through lies and
character assassination”.
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Professor Blessing Chimezie Didia

Prof. Blessing .C. Didia

he man, [rofessor Blessing
Chimezie Dlidia. was bormn on
April 20, 1952, [Te hails [mom

Omueswers-Omopl, Omerclu in
(= 2

lewerre Local Ciovermmeanl Area ol

Eivers Stule. He startad his cducational
sijourrs al the Sainl Stephen’s Sale
Schaol, Omerelu, [rom 1956-1983
whore he oalained his Firsl School
Leaving Ceilicawe, He proceeded o
the tamous County Grammae School,
lkwerse-Etche. tor s secondary
educalion Frem 1963-197 1 andd
ohtmed  the West Amesn Ordinary
Szhool Certificate.

Ml sleterred by the Bagoria civil war
theat razed] fromn 1967 19790, hey waond on
o the then Callege of Science and

Technelogy, now RAivers State
Liversity of Seience and Lechnolapy,
Port. TTarcourd (e higher siodies and
carncd ar advanccd Level Genoral
Cerlilivate ol BEducation. e conlingesd
in this light o Aamado Belle
Liniversity, aria ¢ 1974-1976),
Lindversily el Benia, Benin Ciy {1YTA-
L&, where be oblained MB, B% qnd
fmally University of Port Harcouwd,
Chobia (199720037 where he eromneil
his educationa. achigvements with a
Trocher of Medicine (M) depree,

He iz a fellowy of the Dentist Sociaty of

Wigerin and Sociery ol Experimemal
and Clinical Anatanisis of Mipecia. He
15 alko 8 mamher, Fublic Besponsilility
in Medicine and  Tesearch, T1SA:

Anatormical  Society o Wigeria, Migeria hWedical
Association and Applicd Wescarch Ethies Mational
Agsociztion mithe TTRA,

e bad worked brielly as a tator in County Giramimar
School, Thwerre-Elehe m 1972, he was 20w 5 Housa
Diicer in the then Por Harcooe, Ceenseal 1lospical
fromn 1979-19800 He was o Scnior Hewse Officer
Surgery al the Thniveraiby of Porl Hoeaur! Tenehime
Haznital and was later appointad Lecturer 1 i the
Department of Anatomy in 1981 where be works cl
date as a prolessor ol climcal anatomy. e as over
nipety (90 publicattons o Learned Journals, ovar
fooety (40 Conlerence pape s ational amd imlernalional
andahoaiteleven (11 ] Researchas thatare onsoing.
Frof, Bleswing Chimogiz Thdia has hold seseml
praitiens hodh within and ouside e Tiivarsity and
Ias beon cxternal cxaminer to cleven (11 L niversitics.
He weas uetimy Heanl, Department of Homan Anatome,
Cellege of Health Sciences in the University of ot
Harcourt fonn 1593-2005, Member of Counetl of the
sarie Ureversily [Representing Congrepation), Dean,
Faculty of Basic Sciences, University of 'om Harrourt
(2007, Provos. College of TTealth Sciences and
Mernber ol Boad, Umiveraily ol Pore Haocowrl
Tezachmy Hospilal, 2007-2011

He has also been Eaecotive Chainman: leeine Local
Fovernment Area from 1991 1993, Member, Uowerre
Local Government Commuonity Devalopmen
Commirtee, (0 1990-1997 and Chainman  of

Migerian Rad Cross Socieby, Rivers State Thameh,

Tle has supervised [ve Wasters' thesis and nine
Docroral disscrtation and  belongs to several
professiomal bodics both o Migena sl the Thnted
Stares of America. He 13 also g member of Sditarial
Board of Mecieal Joumals inboeth MNigeds and othor
Coantiies.

I'rof. Blessing Chimezie Didia. is not enly a Medical
Tioctor bl also nsports persomality. Tn recogmitim o
i interest in sports. he was the Teem Manager of the
TImiversily of Port Hareour! Foothall Tesm for the
Minerian L.niversity Giames, BULA, tor 19RE, Match
Coanmissions: for the Migoran Feotball Federation
sinee 1986, Chairran, Bovers Slate Foatball
Agsociarion ¢1993-19493), Member, Local {rzanising
commilies fin Junior Worlil Copoin Wigeria (Migena
iy, Medmnber, Marketiog Commiliee, Magerin lootball
Aguoviznion 900 1997 amd Morher, Sharks' Faathall
Telamagement Caranitee 2002-2003,

I'raf. Didia iz happily marmiad o bre. Priscilla . Dodia
s s fowr ehi dren-teo maoles aod two fenaales, Heis
presently theacting Yiee Chanceller ol the Rivers Slate
University of Science and lechnology, Mkpolu

Dlrcpaamukweo, Poct larcond, 8 piosifion he assamesd on
Monday, Aupust 3, 20035, molloswiag the expisation of
the wnwre of the then %ee Chanceller of  the
e ersaty, Prod (3. G Fakae or Priday, Joly, 31,2005,
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Professor Blessing Chimezie Didia
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Mlalke Rivers Stale

How has it been sir as the Vice Chancellor of
the University.

Its heen quite good but quite challenging | the
University has been moving on very well, we are
realizing the dream of setting up this university,
all of us arc proud of having this University.

what will you say have been the achicvements
recorded so far since you came on Board.
There has been lots of achievements both at the
Academic angle and cverywhere, we have
gstablished new departments, new Gculties, we
have been able to establish School of Medicing |
we have beenable to aceredit all owr faculbies and
faculty buildings and we have been able to
achieve peace, Academic calendar running
accordmg  to plan, we have not had any

disturbance of our academic calendar, so far so
oo,

How have vou been able to handle issues such
as cultism ctc at least for other Universitics to
copy.

I don't know what they would hike to copy, [ wall
only implore them to copy good things |
everylhing aboul this University s good, on the
issue of cultism, the University 1s run by so many
unions, one of them is the students urmon, when
yvou have constant interaction with them such
things den't usually happen , we try to re oricnt
them , bring them back in the hine of progress, we
have been talking with them tving to make
policies along with them and make
them to concentrate on ther academic work
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SUPPLEMENT

instead of unneccessary things,
They must concentrate on ther
academic because our target is
that i you are coming [or a Tour
vear course therg should be no
digruption. You [inish and
oraduate.

Hovw can we make Rivers State
University a glohal hrand.
Adready Rivers State University
15 a clobal University by all
standards . its one of the best
Universities in the country, there
arg s0 many things that make

pecople judge University of

being clobal, when people begin

26th Nov. - 10th Dec. 2018

o visit Niperia very well, we
will have foreign students and
once we begin to have foreign
students | then we begin to look
at 1t as a global umversity. but as

peace eradually beein o return
o Migeria we will achieve L.

How have von been managing
the isswe of funding.
Rivers State University cannot
be different from what 1s

happening in Niseria the sood
thing is that we have a lhistening
governor . we have somebody
who can bail us out from time to
time, we are not worse oft, 1ty

= doing
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just that we have been able o
manage our resources well and |
think we are going onwell.

How are you also handling the
issue of the accreditation of
¥Ourcourses,

All our courses are accredited |
what 15 happening now s
rcaccreditation, so [ar we arc
veTy well with
accreditations.

You are a medical Doctor, how
can we resolve the crisis or
dichotomy in the health seetor.
Hverybody working s health
facility 15 a health worker, cven
ivou are a midwile  even i vou
arc a matcrnity attendant . cven
it vou are carmying stretcher to
the theame, vou are a health
worker, In every health worker
there must be a leader that 1
where we have the problem, the
problem is who 14 the head of the
Medical team, that is why most
of them quarrcl, globally 1ts
been accepted, any medical
team is led by a Medical Doctor
and once that 1s accepted by
cvervhody there will be no
problem . il vou go overseas all
the health workers are not paid
the same amount of moncy, cven
in the lUnmiversity people
negotiate their salary, the
prublem here 15 thal everybody
want to be put on the same grade
level .

A lab scicntist noticcs that a
pharmacisl 18 taking more than
him, he will begin to ask why,
afterwards we spend the same
four years in the Umiversity,
when we begin 1o place value on

»individoals and what they are

worth instcad of placing value
on profession most ol these
problems will be solved.
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" he current

administration of the

Vice Chancellor of the
Rivers State University
Professar Blessing Didia has
been a great blessing to the
institution in particular and
the state
On his assumption of officein
August 2015 the Vice
Chancellor gave himself a
target, which is to make the
state University his Alma
Mater a global brand an make

it ane of the best inthe world.
He has remained focused on

this mandate. He has been
able to establish peace on
campus creating an excellent

in general.

relationships among the
academic and non academic

community.
He remained a father figure

to the students advising them
against cultism and
examinatian malpractices on
campus, in this way there
were no cases of disruption
of academic calendar. He has
also ensured thatall the
programmes and faculties of
the University are accredited
given the students
confidence of the quality of

their certificates.
Professor Didia charged

students to desist from any
form of payment of cash or in

kind to lecturers to pass their
examinations adding that they
should abstain from cult
related activities as this may
attract suspension or
expulsion from the university,
noting that the right approach
to graduate at the right time
and with excellent grades is
for them to attend classes
regularly, sit far their tests and

read their books.
‘There has bheen lots of

achievements both at the
Academic angle and
everywhere, we have
established new departments,
new faculties, we have been
able to establish School of
Medicine , we have been able

HIERE FLATES 0 | 16
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to accredit all our faculties and faculty
buildings and we have been
able to achieve peace, Academic calendar
running according to plan, we have not have
any disturbance of our academic calendar, so

farsogood.
The Institution has also achieved a lot on

Research which is the core aspect of the
University. Speaking during the inaugural
lecture of the University that tock place in

May 2018 the Vice Chancellor noted that
when he assumed duty in 2015, the University
which was 35 years old as at 2015, had held
just 37 Inaugural Lectures but stated that "with
19 series of the Inaugural lectures delivered by
erudite scholars within three years of his
administration demonstrate the importance
of Research in the University.

The Rivers State University has remained a

NI (e el | 17
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centre of excellence recording of special Doctors, theatre Gynecologist Dr. (Mrs) Sapira
first major surgery in its 37 nurses and other ancillary Ordu described the surgery
years of existence. The surgery staff, as very successful, nothing
which was an Abdominal that the facilities and
Hysterectomy was done on speaking on behalf of the personnel contributed to the
Novemhers 20t oy B team surgical team consultant feat, She said the Abdominal

Hysterectomy was as aresult

of symptomatic multiple
- fibroids in a middle aged
woman.

The good work and
 dedication to duty of the Vice
Chancellor has been on the
lips of many and with these
o came several awards of

recognition from individuals,
corporate bodies,
Associations, and
International organizations..
Worthy of mention is the fact
that the Vice Chancellor
usually dedicates all the
awards to the performing
governor of the state His

rr{'l’ Pl iy

Newly Constructed-Faculty of Téchnical Excellency Nyesom Ezenwo
and;ﬁ_:lencetﬂu:&ﬁnn Building Wike aka Mr iject
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Newly constructed Centre of Exc.ellance in Marine and Offshore Engineering
built and donated by Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC)
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) INTERVIEW WITH {
PROF JASPER JUMBO

Prof. Jasper]ubo

Sir how do you see Nigeria at
S8

Nigeria has made some
its
advancements towards

tremendous strides in

nationhood , | will like to
commend all the past leaders
who within the limits of their
vision and manhood have led
Nigeria to where we are today
there is something most
Nigerians had been forgetting
that is the nation must
necessarily pass through 3
process of deprivation that is a
little bit of suffering , to look
inward to develop from within
, we have vast resources, we
learnt our
lessons , all that we are

have not even

shouting Buhari this Buhari

that no our people are not
thinking how do we from
inside, from warious home
various local government
areas, various states warious
Regions to participate in this
nation from the sense of
poverty, servitude and non
productiveness, how do
people
empower our people to
produce lock at Brazil , | was in
Brazil about 10 years ago,
spent about three weeks
looked round , what | saw blew
my mind, because Brazil was
within the same Economic
basket with Nigeria in the

world bank scale of values in

in government

years past but today Brazil is a
far cry to what Nigeria is

despite a little problems they
had in their Economy, Brazil is
far, far above us, almost
everybody is trained to
produce, | passed through one
of their institutions in RIO ,
sinai THAT TRAINED ABOUT
2.5 MILLION PEOPLE EVERY
YEAR in about 28 skill arcas
from scratch, you have that
technological capacity to
produce , there is that urge for
you, you want to produce
something so its totally
different here in Nigeria,
everbody think about the
country but here we are
thinking about self , nobady is
thinking about human
capacity building , even the
youths themselves they are
not thinking about themselves
everbody is thinking cut
corners, get rich quickly and
march an gthers, such lifestyle
is not self sustaining

Do you believe there is any
cause for celebration of
Nigeriaat58
We Thank God that we have
hreath, we thank God that the
country has not disintegrated,
we thank God that ther is still a
leadership and that there is
hope there is cause for
[ EXESIRE |2'.I.
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celebration

How will you rate Buhari's
administration in the last three
years.

Well am not in the National
Assembly | don't have the
competence to rate them . let
me say this frankly, Buhari
mean well but some of the
people around him are not
helping him , Buhari is a
man like any of us, he cannot be
omnipresent , He cannot be in
Bwari in Abuja, be in Bonny my
own town , be in Port Harcourt,
be in Eket etc at the same time,
he does the much he can others
are been entrusted with some
responsibilities many of them
are not doing what they should
do , many of them have not
even caught up with his vision,
call it Developmental Buharism
. The vision he is trying to sell is
okay. Many of the people with
integrity should be able to do
certain things in the interest of
Migeria.

You were a member of the
2005 constitutional
conference.

| submitted documents at the
constitutional conference on oil
terminal dues and all that

Has any of those things in that
document been followed in
Migeria Well they took certain
decisions but implementation is
another thing as for the oil

terminal dues | remember we

26th Nov. - 10th Dec. 2018

worked on the Inland water
ways, the Inland waterways
Authority, lokoja is operational ,
it was part of what we worked
on through , | was the chairman
of the
committee on oil terminal and
Maritime Policy formulation
dues for Nigeria when Major

Inter Ministerial

General Ibrahim Gumel was
transport Minister , that was
during Abacha regime in 15995

we did some splendid work

How do you see the role of the
oil companies in the
development of the Niger
Delta.

To some degree they tried
their little bit but many of
them play divide and rule they
leave the real land owners and
and they are dealing with
others. this casue a lot of
problems. Like in Bonny now ,
we have some big problems
which government should look
into guickly before it snowballs
into something very serious . A
situation where the King and
the Bonny chiefs council they
will leave the two key Landlord
families JUMBO MAJOR
HOUSE made up of 24 villages
and fishing ponds which |
currently head as the
traditional head and the
BROWN Major house BONNY
HOUSE family . we are the
ones that signed agreement in
1958 to bring in Shell to

NEWS PLATFORM

BONMNY ISALND , with the
entire Bonny community as
witnesses consenters, so a
situation where they will leave
us and the joint industries
corporation that paid 2hillion
dollars and go and sign a
fraudulent and go and sign a
fraudulent Memoradum of
Understanding worth over
three billion dollars without
any Jumbo family been part of
it. A situation where they went
to go and set up a foundation
in the Corporate Affairs
Commission, every year to
spend the three billien to
these people without
including the real landlord ,
SHELL NLNG a JOINT Industry
corporation , is pure madness,
it cant work , so we stopped
them right now we virtually
stopped NLNG  TO BRING
IPERCENT OF THEIR ANNUAL
RECEIPT PAY into NDDC
COFFERS they agreed to bring
part of the money for road and
bridges project and between
the King and some people the
court had barred from
parading themselves as Bonny
chiefs said JUMBO shouldn't
be represented , their youths
shouldn't be employed etc is
all pure madness, they need to
call them to order. The
Minister of Power works and
Housing to look into this,
security Agencies should look
inta it, Julius Berger should
lock into this.
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13 Royal Majesty COma
N'Oba W'Tdo T'ku
Akpolokpelo, Ewuaare 11

Oba ol Benin has called on
Traditional Rulers notininvolve in
party politics to the detriment of
the people and tha tradition.

Oba Fwuare | who made the call
when traditional rulerd from south-
sputh, south-west and south-east
paid him a royal ¥isit in his palace
in Boenin City however charged
them o provide level playing
ground for all paliticians
irrespective of political party,

The Benin Monarch also tasked the
Iraditional rulers 1o pray Tor God (o
provide the right leaders for the
states and the nation, while
wdmenishing them to pray for the
suceessal government at all levels.

Ilis Royal Majesty told the
traditional rulers to uphold high

2Gth Nov. - 10th Dec. 2018

NEWS PLATFORM

eyl

of peace. intcgrily and
harmony ahead of the 2019
alection, as peace. integrity and
harmony were panacea for specdy
coonomic prowlh and
development in the societwy.
The Omno N'Oba called on the
traditional rulers to pray for Ged to
avert violence and blood-shed
helore, during and afller the 2019
weneral elections.

The Oba of Benin told the roval
Gathiers thit there wis need for them
to hold on to their radition very
tirmly, and should not allow
external influence to corrupt our
aulture and tradition.

ITis Roval Majesty savs he will do
hiz best to support the activities of
the Traditional Rulers Forum.

Earlicr, the leader ol the traditional
tulers and the Amavanabor of
Membe, [lis Roval Majesty King

Edmund Dakoru gaid they were i
Benin City Tor their conlerénce,
which among othersis to deliberate
on eleetoral violenee, especially as
the 2019 general clections draws
near.

King Dakoru said they also
congidercd how traditional rulers
could do whal they can without
waiting tor government, pointing
out that they needed to be self-
supparting,

The Amavanabor ol Membe sand as
traditional rulers they are proud of
the Oba of Benin, as many of tham
have links with the Greal Benin
Finpire,

He congratulated the (Oba for his
second coronation anniversary and
for the launch ol the Red Boolk,
adding that Oba Fwuare IT has been
able to blend the ancient with the
modern,
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Sp‘eeds up Work on
Permanent Headquarters

He declared: "In tenms of
quality and safety, [ am
satisfied. Butr in terms of
progress, weneed Lo do more.
We ought to have gonc very
far in the project by now were
it not tor financial constraints.
“Most of the equipment have
been acquired and delivered
to site waiting for installation,
We are encouraging the
contractor to go into day and
night duty shifts to cnable us
record more progress.”

The Tixccutive Dircector
Projects said that when the

A current NDDC  board took
- ; over in November 2016, it
decided o [asl-track  the
ork on the 13-floor the contractors. project, hence. the njection
permanenl He said, however, that the ol anew lease of lile inlo the
hcadgq unarters fynding challenge had been projeci
complex of the Niger Delfa gddressed with the recent Adjogbe assured that the
Development Commisslon, release of money for the NDDC would provide all the
NDDC, at the Fastern By- project. He affirmed: “We Necessary support to ensure
Puass, Port Harcourl, has yere able (o pay somemoney thai the projecl was
reached an advanced stage. to the contractors and completed expeditiously,
This [ollowed the recenl hopefully by next week we stating that the Commission
transfer ofthe projecttoanew will release’ more funds for would not compromise on
contractor, the project.” both the quality and approved
The Commission's Executive g 7o ghe cxpresscd designs.
Director, Projects, Kngr. Dr gatisfaction with the quality The Project Coordinator,
Samuel Adjoghbe. who prwork on the main building Architect Felix Darko,
mspected work L the new gnd other ancillary structures, promised to achieve the
headquarters, said work on comprising [acilities suchasa tarsets set for the completion
the project was delayed dueto piedical centre, restaurant, of the building once funds
slow cash [low which had pank, car parks, among were released as and when
allecled the pace ol work by sthers. ECESSaLY.
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Development Adjogbe who was represented by his
Commission, NDDC, has re-affirmed Technical Assistant, Mr Nelson Onwo, noted
the determination of the President that “with the spate of completed projects so

Muhammadu Buhari administration and far, one will agree that such
the Commission to step up the commitment to infrastructural
completion of quality projects in the project development has never
Niger Delta region.

The NDDC Executive Director
Projects, Engr. Dr Samuel Adjogbe,
FNSE, said this in an interview in
Port Harcourt, Rivers State, after
being honoured for
'Outstanding
Performance
in Leading
Change' at
the Garden
C ity
Advancem
e n t
Award.
He said
Preside

been demonstrated before now.”

“Just like the newly
commissioned Port Harcourt
International Airport Terminal
and several other mega projects
by the Federal Government, NDDC
will continue to deliver
impactful projects such
as the now completed
Ogbia-Nembe road

Presenting the
Award, Keynote
Speaker at the
event, Prof. Isaac
Zeh-Obipi said the
award was
recognition of the
NMDDC Executive
Director's
continual
support and
S exceptional

contributions

infrastructural ]
o ; ; to the advancement of the nation.
development was visible in the Niger Delta

region and the nation at large, especially with He noted that Dr Adjogbe had demonstrated
exemplary leadership in the performance of

his job at the NDDC, adding that such
attributes were worthy of emulation.

n t
Buhari's
commit
to

the recent commissioning of the Port Harcourt
International Airport Terminal by the Federal
Government.
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‘Father of Emergency MB[lIGIIIB in NI!IEI‘IEI

The C

airman of the Governing Board of the Niger Delta Development
W pmmission, NDDC, Senator Yictor Ndoma-Egba, SAN, (right) condoles
with (he Representative of Imo State on the board of the Conimisgion,
Hon. ChuliaAma-Mwanwaduring the burial of Late Dy, Nnamdi
Nwaouwsa, at lzomhbe in Oouta Loecal Government Arvea of Tma Seate.

he Chairman of the Governing Board

& the Niger Dalta Development

Commission, MDDC, Senator Victor
Mdoma-Epba, 54N, has described the Late
Dr. Mramdi Mwauwa, as a trail blazer in
ernergenuy rnEdicel sarvices in Migarid,
The NDOC Chairman, who spoka during the
burial ceremony of Dr Mwouwa at his
country aome in lzembe, Oguta Local
Government Arza of Imo State; remarked
that his successes in the field of 2mergency
medicine should be celebrated.

Senator MNdoma-Egbka, conveyed his
condlolences on behalf of the Board and
Managerment of the NODC to the family of
which included the
Rapresentative of Imo State on the board of
the Commission, Hon. Chuka Ama-Mwauwa

the deceasad

and a fermer Disecter of Legal Services of
the Catmmission, Hen Eze Arma-Nuwauwa,

He noled thal Dr Mwauwa s death wids 3 loss
to Migeria because among his several
contributions in the field of emcergency
medizineg, ha introduced tha International
Trauma Life Supportin the countny,

The NDDC Lhairman said: "Indeed,
passoges like this reminc us how fragile life
is. We must always strive to build o good
hertapa with cur deeds, the kird that
mMnamdi built as a distinguished medical
doctar, and as Chairman of Society aof
Emergency Medicine Practitioners aof
Migeria, Reszearch Fellow of Harvard
Liniversity and Armerican Heart Association
of Nigeria. That way, humanity will always
remambear us, ansuring that our lives are

immartaliscd, however brief?

Senator Ndoma-Egba urged tha family to he
cormlorled thal their palrigrch lved o good
and fulfilled life, adding: "llis precepts will
continue to inspire his family, fricnds and
assoc atesto sspireto accomplich greatness
and astahlish a worthy legacy ton”

Responding on behalf of the family, | lon.
Chuka Ama-Nwauwa thanked the NDDC for
coming to comfort thern as they grieved
cves tha loss of their l2ading light.
Aconrding to him, e Nwawwa touched
many lives and achievad ramarkabla
milestanes in the field of medicine. “In
addition to his rich medical background, he
alsohad a strong spiritual foundation which
he used for the benefit of humanity,” ha
said.
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Wabote Receives Global Award
for Local Content Advocacy

ngr. Simbi Kesiye PetroAfricanus Dinner, which

Wabote, Executive held inside the Belmond

Secretary, Nigerian Mount Nelson Hotel, Cape
Content Development and Town as part of the events
monitoring Board, Tuesday marking AOW's 25""
6 'November in Cape Town, anniversarycelebration.
South African received a global AW is:a premierinternatianal
award of excellence for oil and gas summit, which
outstanding contributions to brings together over 70
sustainable local content
development in Nigeria and
across Africa's Oil and Gas
Industry.

governments, national oil
companies, investors,
regulators, licensing agencies
and leaders of major oil and
The award was announced by gas companies that shape the
the organizers of African Oil continent's upstream
Weelk (AOWY), the ITE Group Plc hydrocarbon landscape. It's a
with the approval of the AOW foremost platform for business
Advisory Board at the intelligence and transaction in

Africa's upstream oil and gas
industry.

Reading the citation for the
award, Paul
SinclairConference Director,
Africa OQil Week on behalf of ITE
Group Plc, highlighted the
considerations for Engr.
Wabote's selection and
suitability for the award, which
includehis ongoing
unprecedented contributions
to localization of industry
knowledge and expertise,
monumental capacity
development programs in
Migeria with cross border
impacts, trenchant advocacy
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of the imperatives of local
content practice and benefits,
smart repulations and rare
leadership capacity to balance
dialogue between
international commercial
ventures and national interest.
He stated that in the 25years
history of AOW, this is the first
time an award was given for
Lacal Content excellence by ITE
Group.

In his acceptance speech,
Wabote expressed delight at
the honour and recognition by
AOW/ITE Group, noting that
the award was significant as “it
communicates AOW's
acknowledgment of the
Board's programs and
strategies for localizing
industry knowledge and
capacity development”. He
paid glowing tribute to
President Muhammadu Buhari
for giving him the opportunity
to serve his country and to

26th Nov. - 10th Dec. 2018

champion national economic
interest through local content
advocacy and implementation
under NCOMB banner.

He therefore dedicated the
award to the entire staff and
management of NCDMB for
their high sense of duty,
patriotism and absolute
cammitment to local content
regime, noting “this award
would not have been possible
with their constant support for
me”.

Other recipients of the AOW
Silver Jubilee Celebratian
awards include to Mr. Conrad
Gerber (a posthumous award
received by his daughter,
Laura), Barbette wvan Gessel,
South African, Chief Executive
Officer of Global Pacific &
Partners, Founder and
President of Global Women
Petroleum and Energy Club,
Duncan Clarke, Zimbabwean,

NEWS PLATFORM

author, Founder and Chairman
of the Board, Global Pacific &
Partners, a private advisory
firm based in London and Mr.
Samuel| Dossou-Awaret, Benin
Republic national, a Pan-
African Businessman, Founder
and Chairman of Petrolin
Group recognized for his
strategic and pioneering role in
the promotion and
development of major oil
companies and African
companies in several African
countries including Seplat in
Nigeria.

It was a night of glitz and glory,
well attended by dignitaries
Honorable Minister of 5tate for
Petroleum Resources, Dr.
Emmanuel Ibekachikwu, Dr.
ABC Nwosu, Chairman Seplat,
Austin Avuru, Luca Rigo de
Righi (Chevron, Houston) and
representatives of ather major
oil and gas companies from
various parts of the world.
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Group advocates participation of
Niger Delta youths in NLNG Train-7

By (ladys Mweke

ort Harcourt — & group known as

Miger Delta Youths Coalition for

Peacr and Prograss, NDYCPR says it
is working on a bottam-top approach, to
ensure active participation of Niger Delta
youths in the upcoming Migerian Liquefied
MaturalGas, MLMNG, Train § project,
Trna MLMG Train 7 project, which aims to
increase the company's gas production
capacity from 22 million tonnes to 30
million tonnes per annum, 3t an estimated
cnst of S4.3hkillien, according to the
company, woauld provide at least 78,000

Leader ol the group, M KEennedy Wiesl,
sdid Lhal NBYCPP was building Lhe capacily
ofthe host communitizs to benefitfrom the
project, in order to create harmony
arraongst actors towards achieving a win-
win silualion,

West explained that the grous woulc liaise
with young entrepreneurs as well as the
Migerian Content DOeve cpment and
mianitaring Board, NCDMB, In sensitizing
the youths of the region on the
opportunities inthe project,

He zaid that tha invalvement of the host
cammunitias in tha projzct would further

gnhdnce pedcs and secuarily ds
anmybody wilh business Lies Lo il
would do everything 1o ensurg
its survival. According to him,
“We have been making efforts to
sensilise our people who have
gxpertise in several aspects of
the oil and gas sectar an the big
opportunity before ws in the
MLNG s Train-7 project.

Thereare 50 many eppoartunities
and for those who already have
the capacity we are linking them
up, For those who lack the

joks.

skill pazesathattheycanfitin.

“We are collaborating with the Migerian Content
Develapment and Maonitaring Baard and the MLNG Limited
te host a bugiress oppartunity roundtable for stakeholdars
inthe MLMNGTrain-7.

The Mandging Direclor of MLNG will be leading olher
Managing Directors of many intarnational oil companies
participatingin the projectto the summitto be held in Bonny
Island.

Thisisthe first time a hottom-top approach will be apgplied to
create harmony amongst actors in the field towards
achiaving a wir-win situation inaprojerct liketkis.

West, who iz also the Special Assistant to the Bayelsa State

—

capacity, we have built up their

@ [
.

L I\ ( A

L . i t l
Governoron Niger Delts Youth Matters, expressed optimism
that the project waould boost the local content drive of the
Federal @Government, especially if the host communizies
were [dolored inlathe projectal the panning slage,
Weare encouragedby the stand of the Executive Secretary of

MCDME that there must be significant level of MNigerian
content inthis huge projact.

This feat sachievable it we harness the existing cagacity and
match it wth opportunitics. 5o in working closely with
MCOMEB, we will showcase what we have to ensure that
whalever cin be done in Migeriz is @iven W MNigerans in so
doing, Migerian businesses will be piven oppurlunilies Lo
reduce the deminance of fareigners ir the Migarian oil and
gasindustryspace.
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The Niger Delta Development
Commission, NODDC, says it
is collaborating  with the
Europegan Unian, EU.  hreugh
Miger Delta Support Programmae,
MOSPR, to reguscitate dysfanctional
and abandeoned waler
infrastructure across the nine Migaer
Delta states.

This was siated by ine Chairman of
the MDDC Gowerning Board,
Senalor Victor MNdoma-Egba
{SAM]), at 2 two-day Stralegic
Retreat for the Board and
Management of the MDOC, held at
tha |bom Hotal and Golf Raszort in
Lhyo, Akwa lbam State.

The religal was arganized under
the auspices of the synorgy
prgramme for the implemertalion
af pilot projects 0 the oil-dich
region.

Senalor Mdoma-Egba anderlired
the importaice of addressing the
proklem of abandoned water
infrastructure and regrelled lhat
the Niger Delta region was being
described “rightly or wrongly 85 a
graveyard of abandoned projecls.”

He said that the retraat was par of
the efforts to deveop workable

NDDC Collaborates
tor Sustainable Water Projects

26th Nov. - 10th Dec. 2018 NEWS PLATFORM
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¥ Johnson Olun, said thal it was necessary o
Iﬂrlt}l E[_ encourage advocacy for the adoption of rele};fanl
mechanisms for improving owrership and
managemenl of infrastiuclures provided by
intervenfionist agancias.

mocels for guaranleeing He said that the meeling was aimed al raising the
suslainability in NDDC  waler ayareness of panicipants on key ssues and factors
prajects. According fo Rim. "W ipat contributed ta ailing or dysfunctional basic
inspected two water sChemes N jnfrastructura in the Niger Delta ragion and fashion

Akwa Ibom State Ihal were based o strategies toimprove suslainable development.
on differant modeiz. Onz iz the L
NDSP-sponsorad madel, using the A COMMUNIGUE issued at the end of the two-day

community-based management Meeling, resolved “thal the insibudionalization and
gxperiance, while the other s a apersticnalization of community-nsased managemeant
direct MODC water scheme which Structure for the improverment and sustainability of
worked for some lime ard was basic infrastructure within the Nigsr Delta region be

abandoned. sdapled and stralegically implemented by NDOC.

“Twa lessons were drawn from the | ©alled tor the establishment ot clear policy
waler schemes inspecled, One Stalements lhal would embed and instiluliona ize
shows how a scherre can work, SOTmunity-based management approach inle ils
while 1he olher shows how g hfrastructural developrment process, as well as sel
scheme will certainly not work, “P imprest all::m:ui..nt to ‘aciliate affective Iand tirmely
Going farward, we will adopt the implementation of NDOC-NDSP3 pilot project.

model that works to ensure that The communiqué resolved that there should be *a
there is ownerskip by the memorandum o understanding with NDDC to
communitias to guarantee ggaplish and vperalioralize a communily-based
sustainability. managemant structure as a prequalification condifion
The NDDC Chairman remarked 07 8Ny community to be a beneficiary of NDDC water

that the relreal provided a basis for Nrastruciure.’

the Commission to revisit the Niger t further stated; *NODC understands that this initial
Delta Regional Developmenl collaborative efforts with EUNDSPS s remarksbly
Masler Plan, He said: “We musl goirg 1o help ta build their institutional eapacity and
decide whaethar to develop a new srovide greater osportunity 1o show their strong
master plan or updale the exisling corrmitments for patnershis and solicitation for
one which is based on outdated fit e ways of accessing mora fund from naxt ECF for

indicas.’In his presentation. the frher infrastructural deve opment of the Niger Della
facilitater of the retreat, Professor 1egion.”
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‘he sllention ol Lhe Niger
Delita Development
Lo Commiszsion, NDDChas just
heen broucht to a spuricus,
unfounded and irresponsible news
stery making Lhe rounds online, tided
“INZ21.9b Akwa Thom NDDC Ollice
Fund Disappears, Project
Abhandnoned”, written by a faccless
hack in the obvious cmployment of
mischicyiows, dubios charaelers,
The fabricated story alleges. among
muny labrications, thal the
Moundation stone of the project was
laid “two years” ago, that reptiles
haree taken over the site, aswell as the
actionable. criminal lie that the
Managing Dircctor/CEO ol Lhe
Commassion, Mr, Nsima  [kere,

NIDDC
Niger Delé
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illegedly “divenied” the funds 1o his
frovernorship electon™ o Akwa
Thom State.

While i1 15 noL cur usual prachice o
dignity iTesponsible and traudulent

Jjournalisim with a response, we

believe it is important to set the facts
siraighl, so that the publhic wall know
the truth wned undersiamd that m thiy
day of politicking, people who sit in
otherwise noble and responsible
positiong, compellad by desperate
clTorts Lo demomse ther opponenls,
resorl Lo blackmen], hes, dubioos
shenanigans and questicnable tactics
tr deceive the peaple and divert their
attention fromtheirown failings.

It bears restaling here that the Niger

Allone o Worlk

NEWS PLATFORM

1 ]

L

-

Dl Development Commission is i
responsible and responsive
organisation. under a {Jovemning
Board peopled by very responsible
Migerians, with clear peotocols for
lhe wdminisitation and
implementulion of projects  and
programmes. It is not a one-man
show and cannot, therefare,
cxpericnoe any diversion of funds, as
thi story alleges,

MNow ihe Facls;

1, The Toundation laying ceremony
i Uiy projecl. as accompanymg
photograph shows, was laid only on
July 20, 2018, and not two years dgo;
2. The project was awarded to
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LA¥ING/GROLUND BREAKING CEREMOWY

S dheer 4

NDDC STATE OFFICE BUILDING
I 'y, AKWA TBOM BTATE.

Loaid by:
His Excellency

Obong Nsima U. Ekere, waw
MANAGING DIRECTOR/CEO, NDDC

This 20th Day Of July, 2018

Mossrs Brett Integrated Inwvesonent
Limited {and not Brett Niooria
Lamnitecd) al the conbract svalue of completiom ol thes prigect, as 1018 our

NLOGT. 012 796,22 and nol ual
NZ1.9bn, as talsely reported. Butit is
very clear that this faceless reparter
was neither conceenad about histher
repubation nor facts;

3. The contractors has been at site
working, A& visit to the sitc will
revedl, as these pictures reveal, will
show that materials are on site, iron
works thbricated and over [0.000)
blocks monlded, which wonld take
the project to its first milestonc
wilhin ane month, sy assured by the
comtractors. Onby last weel, more
materials wers deposited at site,

4, That the account for the project.
opaned by the contractoes with First
Bank of Nigeria Ple, is secured by an
Aulvance Payinend Guaranteze (APO)
where all monies are deposited. [0
canmil b possible therelore within
law to divert the funds as
frandulently reported. This can be
casily verificd with the hank,

3. Ttis indeed important to note that

the Comimission. desicous to see the
judicions and expeditions

practice with all our projeets and
prograpumes, on August 20, 2015,
wrote a letter, sianed by the
Commizaion's Director, Project
Momilormg and Supervisiom. Engr
( Dr.) Emmanuel Audu-Ohaavborua,
directing First Bank to release funds
twr the contractors to enable them
discharge their dutics {o the project
and the Commission:

f. The Letier {a copy of which is
attached) reads in part: “*Pleasc note
thal yowur conlinuons denisl of the
contractor access to funds deposited
in vour bank by the Commission will
be scen as a deliberate effort to
[rugtrate our progeet,

The Niger Dol Development
Commizsion will no lonacr sit back
and watch criminal journalism as
attempts to tamish its corporate
mmage and atempty (o delract uy
from the onerous task of developing
the Miger Dalta ragion. All too often,
we huve been exposed Lo constant,

NEWS PLATFORM

vicious and virulent atracks.
deliberate distortions, Talschood and
open confrontation, driven by
puolitical  scheming, and it olicn
comes Tom 3 certan section ol Lhe
region.

As Lhe Commission has olion slaled,
NI, as an intervention azency, 13
not In competition with any of the
mine shabe govermmenty ol the Nger
Delta region. Our mandates  anc
different, but equally important and
desperately urgenl, We ask tht the
Commission and its representatives
be allowed to focus on our duty to
develop the regon, We beheve thal
there 15 no Teasom Lo potsen Lhe
chalice, because our people drink
fromit.

The entire Niger Delta cegion is in
dire nced of rapid. even and
sustaimable development. That 15 our
core handate. Thar is owr primary
focus. Thal 1s why we are mome
concerned abaut governance, which
impacts positively on the people.
than divisive and rawdolent
politicking. Through our structures,
we have extended our hands of
cooperation and partnership to all the
mne Miger Della States.

Chur footprints in Akea Thom State
are obvious in keeping with the
mandate of the current Board to
ensure that the state enjoys the
largest share of NRDC projects as
the leading oil producing state in
Nigeria.

We have cxtended cur hand of
triendship to the State Governmeant
O TNy Deasions, 45w have done
with other State Governmments.
Indead, our partnership with the
State Governments has yielded
impurtanl projects. such as  lhe
construction of the 30-kilometre
Mkodo-Araromi/lboju-Lekki  Road,
connecting Omee and [Lagos States,
being funded by the Conumission and
COmele Slate Crovermment. We do hope
that Alwa Tham Government will
sea reason why it must open the door
to NDDC as a credible development
pariner, rather than conbinue 1o
demonizeit.
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Fasanmi-led Afenifere slams Fasoranti
faction for attacking Buhari's govt

national leader of the Yaoruba, socio-cultural

and political organization, the Afeniters,

Senaror Ayo Fasanmi has condemned the
Reuben Fasoranti-led faction of the group for its
persistent crificism of the President Muhammadu
Buhari-led government and not seeing anvthing pood in
the administration,

Tagoranti noted Lthat the Yoruba race had benelited [rom
the Bubari-led government in terins of key
appointments, infuence and sxecution of key projecis.
The sentwr citizen also condemped the suspension of
Cormer Deputy Governor of Criun State, (unba Tyviola
Omisare by Lhe Reuben Fasoranti-led Tacticn  [or
wonking fon the Al Progressives Congress (AP in Lthe
lasL governorship election in Osun state won by the APC
saying it was laughabls for the Fasoranti-led Maetion 1o
slam suspension on Chmisore.

He deseribed Omisore's purporied suspension as “the
most cmbarrassing action taken by anvone or aroup
since the death of the lawe sagzc, " Chiel” Obalem
Awolown,

In stalemnent on Woednesday by the Pubhicity Scerctary of
the group in Bkit, Chicf Biodun Akim-Fasac, Fasanm
berated the Fasorant group for speaking forthe Yoruba
race, saving 1 lacked the moral reettude to divso having
allegedly derailed from the progressive deology of the
late sage, Chicf Obaferm Awolowo. The nabonalist is
belivved to be the oldest survivor of the Chicf Obaform
Aveolowoe poliocal legacy.

Fagammu said il was disappointing [or anyone 1o

"dezecrate the hallowed name of Amolowo with
conservative political tendeney az being cspoused by
the Fazorant and Ayvo Adehanjo croup.” While
regretting that the Fasoranui-led group had “erossed
the radline™ with itz action, Fasanmi stressed that the
spirit of Awolowe will never forgive whaoever must
hawve laken steps 1o bastaedize the legacies he Tought
Torall s hife.

Fasanmi said: “The Fasoranti/Adebanjo group must
hencelorth swop talking on behall of the Yoruba race
because they have deratled. 1 am waming them that
they should not pul the Yoruba race om sule,

“The Yoruba race iscom Tovlable with the progressives
ds beiny represemted by the All Propressives Congresy
{APC), where the Yoruba is having the chunk of
appointments,

#This has never happened even when Chiet Olusegun
Obasanjo was Presidenl. Twonder what Fasoranti end
liis group wanled by their anti-Buhar posiure exeepl
they want o well us they are now agamst Chiel
Aowolowo's lepacies which all Yorubas ave still proud
roassociate with,

“Anyway, many of those working for PP within
Afepiteranaverstood for any electionall through thejr
political lite.”

Pu Fasanmi. however, congralulated Omisore snd
former Winister of State for Works, Prince Dayo
Adeveye, on their relum Lo the progressives Told
whishing them wellin their future endeavours.
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NIGERIAN MARITIME ADMINISTRATION
AND SAFETY AGENCY (NIMASA)

L. POLLUTION: Nimasa To Enforce
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0.5% Sulphur Limit On Bunker Fuel - Dakuku

he Director General of the

Migerian Maritime Administration

and Safety Azency [HIMASS] O
Dakuku Peterside has stated that the
Agency will enforce strict compliance to
the International Maritime Oreanisation
regulation which puts a maximurm of
0.5% sulphur cap on all fuel used by
vessels by theyear 2020,

Dr. Dakulu who rmade this krown during
an interactive session with journalists at
the ongoing mertirme weesl in Dubai said
that part of the requirements adopted at
the 73rd meeting of the Marine
Envireanment Protoction Committes
[FAEPC] of the United Mations maritime
organ was to reduce the sulphar content
permitted in Ships' fuel oil globally to
0.5% with effect from 1st January 2020,
According to him “the 2020 Fuel
challenge is gearcd towards echergy
cfficichey, environmental pallutian
control, health as well as core regulatory
enforcement issues. As g maritime
nation, we connot afford not to cormahy
with the IMO standard which will also de

a ot in mitigating gladal warming and
other related environmental issues™ Dr
Diakuka said.

Speaking further, the MIMASA DG said
that the MO ban which relates to fuel
intended for combustion, prapulsion and
operation purpases on board ships will
enter into force on March Lst 2020,
adding that all member states are
expected 1o comply with the stated
standards by this date,

He szid it was inthe best interast of Africa
ta ensure compliance considering the
fact that majarity of the countries on the
continent do not have the tachnology to
mitigate harmful effects of high sulphur
fuel on the environment, ocean lifte and
human lifa.

The MIMASS boss enumerated some of
the steps the agency plans to tale to
manage the transition and ensure
compliance. Be noted that NIMASA will
embark on massive enlightenment,
stakcholders' engagement and liaison as
well as collzboration with fuel refiners

and supplizrs, He also said that the
Apency would have a schedule for Pre-
enforcement information before the
commenceraent of the proper
enforcement

Commenting on the hest way ta enforee
compliance, Or Peterside said that ship
owners , classification societies, NGOs,
fuel storzge facilities, and other
stakeholders will all play a part in
determining  modalitizs of ensuring
compliance,

It iz warthy of note that the IMO has been
working to reduce harmtul effects of
shipping onenvironment since 1960, The
Annex Vi tothe Internaticnal Convantion
tor the Prevention ot pollution trom ships
[MARPOL) was adopted in 1997 ta
address air pol ution from shipping.

The regulation 14.1.3 of Annhex V| of the
Comventicn seels to contrel airborne
emissions of compounds such assulpaur
axides, nitrogen oxides and othor ozone
depleting substances arising from
shipping activities in order to mitigate its
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Sea Farers ncliuill__..

Sy Gladys Nweke

The Chief Executive Officer and
Managing Director of Charkin
Maritime and Offshore Safety Centre,
Ozuoba Port Harcourt, Sir Charles
Wami has reiterated tho contre's
cetermination to provide Migerians
the needed professional trainings to
take over sea farers activities across
the World.The CEOQ/MD stated this at
the flag off of 3 one year mandatony
vessels training on foreign trips for
twenty marine cadets.

He said the Charkin Maritime
Offshore and Safety Centre is there to
pravide requisite professional
training opportunities for MNigerians
to get the needed competence in sea
manship Activities to enable them

26th Nov. - 10th Dec. 2018
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the found themsehses,

hand|e the medium and large vessels
across the continent,

Sir Wami also disclosed that the flag
off will go extra mile to ersure the
aim and the dream of the centre to
come through by projecting both
men and women who are marine
engineers and nautical, also
maintained that the opportunity for
cadets as thereal one.

The CEQ at the same Llime
admenished that the cadets are not
to be afraid of who they will meet at
the training institution abrocad but
must ke bold and focus as good
ambaszadars of the centre in
character and learning to minimize
foreign dominaticn in the industry

NEWS PLATFORM
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Im his part, the executive secretary of
Migerian Content Development and
Monitoring Board, Simbi Wabote
represented by the general manager
in Capacity Building Division of the
Board commended Charkin Maritime
Offshore and Safety Centre for its
capacity to deliver professional
trainings across the Mation.

At the same wein, the provost of
Charkin Maritime Academy, Dr
Uchenna Okerie noted that the
academy has gualified instructors
and learning facilities far marine
training and advized the cadets to be
committed and be the pride of the
zcadery, he stressed,
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Tension at Benin Psychiatric Hospital
over Resumption of 10 Sacked Staff

mild drama played out recently at the

Federal Neuro-Psychiatric Hospital,

Usclu, Benin City, when 10 staff of
the hospital who were on suspension and
dismissal since 2014 stormed the hospital
armed with a letter reinstating them from the
presidency.

The allected workers amved the premuses of
the hospital at about 920 am and went into the
premiscs where they held consultation among
themselves, belore gome mito the office of the
Secretary of Head of Department where they
were lold that management of the hospital was
not aware of such letter,

Spokesman of the 10, Dr. Ambrose [Lawani,
sald they decided to go and resume atter
walling [or over one month smee the directive
was given,

This however generated fisticuffs as a private
cameraman who was there to record the event
was prevented Irom doing so and 1n the melee,
ong of the affected staff, Dr. Charles Tkeii,
sustamed some injuries.

The presidency sometime in November last
year, directed that 10 stall who were elther
dismisscd or suspended should be recalled to
the service ol the hospitul.

The letter which was dated November 24th
2017, with reference number LA/RO/15/T1/62
and addressced to the Medical Direetor, Dr.
Sunday Olotu, of the hosputal was signed by
Director, Human Resource Management,
Ilalad Keana for the Ilonourable Mimster,
Federal Ministry of Health.

The letter titled, Re: Plea tor our immediate
reinstatement reads; “1 am directed (o reler 1o

the letter trom the Deputy Chief of Statt to the
Vice President, Rel No SH/
OVP/DCOS/LGR&CFMOH/208 dated 28"
August, 2017 on the above subject and to
convey the Ministry's approval to the
mmmediate remstatement of Dr. A.O. Lawan
and 10 others, who were suspended/
dismissed fron the services of the hospital on
I1th November 2014,

“You arc also directed to restore the following
benefits: The prompl payment of their
outstanding 2013 promotion arrcars, arrcars
of relativity and their withheld salaes up to
date by virtue of Public Service Rules (PSR)
(030404 (1v) which states that if confirmed
than an officer is not guilty of the charge made
apainst him/her, the atfected officer shall
mmnedialely be reinstated und shall receive
the full amount of his‘her emoluments denied
him/her while he‘she was interdicted or
suspended.

When contacted however, the Public
Relations Officer of the hospital, Life Stewart,
sawd the hospital was not aware ol any such
letter.

He said: “Their claim 15 unfounded because
they are people that have criminal cases in
courl. One of them was wvery recently
arraigned for fraud. For cmbezzling moncy
belonging to the Psychiatric Hospital
Cooperative. A child that has been put to birth,
can you abort it? As | speak with vou, | am not
aware ol any letter. if the numistry directed that
they should be reinstated, then who is
Psychiatric hospital to sayv no, so theyv should
2o back and complain to the same ministry
and not coming to enter the hospital to toment
lrouble.™
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housands af Christian

worshippers recently gathared at

the MLNG Sancfill in Port Harcout
for the opening night of Great Cospel
Crusade of the Christ for All Mations
(CFAN).
Rivers tate Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo
Wike, his wife, Justice Eberechi Suzzette
Myesom-Wike and top government
officials were amaong the congregation
President of CRAM, Evangelist Danigl

Kolenda said that power of the Holy §

Spirit will manifest all throogh the
crusade.

Hesaid thatthisisthe appo'nted time for
Godto blessthe people of Port Harcourt,
He wrged the peaple to place their hope
in Jesus Christ who has paid the price for
the redemption aftaeir sculs.

In his welcome address, Rivers State
Gowvernor, Myesom Ezenwo Wike
reiterated that Rivers State is a Christian
Srate that has been committedto God.
He expressed happiness that God used
him to reclaim the land where the
crusade was held. He noted that the

26th Nov. - 10th Dec. 2018
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MLNG sandfill use to be a den of ~ohbers,

now turned into a place for God's
blessing.
Evangelist UDaniel Kolernda |zter led

hundreds of people o God and there
were several testimonies of sick persons
who received their healing from God.,
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The opening day of the Crusade zlso
witnessed praise and worship by Chioma
Jesus and a wisiting gospel artiste from
thelUnited States.

Simeaon Mwakaudu,Special Assistant to
the Rivers State Governor Electrenic
Media. 8th November, 2018
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ATIKU ABUBAKAR
WITH THE 10 COMMANDMENTS

1. Restructuring Of Nigeria. 10. Adherence To Rule Of Law.

2. Job Creation *Nigerians Please Viote For PDP*
3. Industrialization *Vote For Peace*

4. Youth Empowerment *Vote For Posterity™®

5. Women Empowerment *Vpte For Atiku & Obi 2019.*

6. Economic And Political Restructuring

7. Total Security Reform. Signed:

8. Protection Of Human Rights. Atiku Campaign Organisation
9. Diversification of Nigeria's Economy.
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EDO STATE UNIVERSITY

ACADEMIC STAFF VACANCIES

he Edo University lyamho, Etsako
West LGA, Edo State, invites

applications from suitably gualified
candidates to fill Academic Staff
vacancies in the Institution.

A. ACADEMIC STAFF POSITIONS
a) Professors, Associate Professors,

Senior Lecturers and Lecturer |

in the following Departments of the
University

S/N DEPARTMENT
DESIGNATIONS QUALIFICATION
1. Morbid Anatomy/ Histopathology
Lecturer |/ Senior Lecturer/ Reader
/Professor

FWACP (Lab Med})/ FMCPath

2. Pharmacology

Lecturer |/ Senior Lecturer/ Reader
/Professor

FMCP/FWACP/Ph.D

3. Community Medicine

Lecturer |/ Senior Lecturer/ Reader
/Professor

FMCPCH/ FWACP

4. Anatomy

Lecturer |/ Senior Lecturer/ Reader
{Professor

MB:BS+Ph.D or B.Sc +M.Sc+Ph.D
5. Physiology

Lecturer |/ Senior Lecturer/ Reader
{Professor

MB:BS+Ph.D or B.S¢c +M.Sc+Ph.D
6. Internal Medicine

Lecturer |/ Senior Lecturer! Reader
{Professor

FWACP/ FMCP

7. General Surgery

Lecturer |/ Senior Lecturer! Reader
{Professor

FWACS/FMCS

&. Orthopaedic Surgery

Lecturer If Senior Lecturer/ Reader
/Professor

FWACS, FMCS

9. Paediatrics

Lecturer I/ Senior Lecturer/ Reader
/Professor

FMCPaed/FWACP
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10. 0 & G

Lecturer |/ Senior Lecturer/ Reader
fProfessor

FMCOG/FWCOG

11. Nursing

Lecturer I/ Senior Lecturer

B.NSc+ M.Sc +Ph.D (Nursing Science)
12. Medical Microbiology

Lecturer I/ Senior Lecturer/ Reader
{Professor

FWACP (Lab Med)/ FMCPath

13. Radiology

Lecturer I/ Senior Lecturer/ Reader
[Professor

FWACS / FMCR

14. Medical Laboratory Science
Lecturer |/ Senior Lecturer/ Reader
fProfessor

AIMLT or BMLS., + M.Sc., + PhD
(Chemical pathology; Haematelogy and
Histopathology )

QUALIFICATIONS

(i} Professor

Candidates should possess a Ph.D
degree in the discipline applied for
from a recognised University with at
least ten (10) years teaching and
research experience in a University, with
at least two (2) years as an

Associate Professor. Candidates must
possess scholarly publications in

both local and international journals as
proof of specialisation in

core argas of departmental fields of
study. Candidates must also have
sufficient administrative experience.
(ii) Associate Professor

As in (i) above, but with eight (B) years
teaching and research

experience in a University, with at least
two (2) years as a Senior

Lecturer. Candidate must also have
sufficient administrative

experience.

(iiiy Senior Lecturer

26th Nov. - 10th Dec. 2018
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As in (i) above, but with five (5) years
teaching and research

experience in a University, with at least
two (2) years as a Lecturer

|. Candidate must also have sufficient
administrative experience.

(iv) Lecturerl

Ag in (i) above, but with three (3) years
teaching and research

experience in a University, with at least
two (2) years as a Lecturer

Il. Computer literacy and ability to teach
using Multimedia technology is
mandatory.

C. SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES:
Salaries and allowances are as
obtainable in Nigerian Public
Universities.

An enhanced welfare package is also in
place to attract the best in

the education sector.

D. CONDITIONS OF SERVICE

As contained in the approved conditions
governing the service of

Senior Staff in Nigerian Universities.

E. METHOD OF APPLICATION
Visit the University website at
www.edouniversity.edu.ng/vacancy and
fillan application form. In addition to
stating the names and

addresses of the referees, applicants
should request their referees to

forward reference on their behalf directly
to: The Registrar, Edo

University, lyamho, Elsako West LGA,
Edo State.

NB. Applicants for the posts of
Professor and Associate Professor
should forward three {3) bound copies of
their publications to the

Registrar.

Signed:
Dr. (Mrs.) Isoken Ogbaro, FNIM
Registrar
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From fourth peneration to new arrivals, Lebanese
Nigerians describe their connection to the country

‘We feel Nigerian': Inside Nigeria's Lebanese community

LIEOMA Ndukwe Aljezeera

ultiple generations of
Lebanese have made their
hame in Nigeria. Somre are
the descendants of migrants who arrived
Inest Africa as early as the 191k century,
leaving behind their small Middle Eastern
nation in search of opportunities

ocleewhere.

Members of thiz Lebanese diaspora-fram
fourth-generation Migerian nationals to
recent arrivals - sharg their experiences of

lifzin Africa’s most populous nation.
Tatiana Meousalli MNouari, 38, is fourth-
senergtion Lebanese, raised in Nigeria.
She is the deputy pgroup managing
direcior Tor Aim Graup, @ lamily-run
cong omerate with offices across the
country, whichincludes broadezssiers Cool
Frdand ‘Wazahia FIV.

She alsc heads Wazobia TV, which is the
only Nigesdan chamnnsl to broadoast
esclusively in pidgin English. Tatiana is
married with three children.

| was born in London, in the DK, but was
conceived and raised in Migaria. | have
been here zll of my lite becausze ry mum's
famnily has been in Migeria for a very long
time, since 1BEG. My great grancfather,

Michael Lelias, lett Lebanonin LERG on his
wayto Brazil.

The boat stopaed by Nigeria before
heading to Brazil. Back then | think it was
fashiorabletogo to Brazil,

The story poes chat he did not have
enouph maney e make Lhe irip Lo Bragil,
30 he basically stopped in Migeria and
made il home, He worked Tor many year
as a cattle trader. Then he went back to
Lebanon, got married and brought back
his wife, That's howe my grandfather was
born here.

My grandmother an my maother's side of
the family was born in the Republic of
Benin, in Porto-Movo. My maother grew up
here whan shewas a child as well, left for
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secondary school andthencame back.

My Falher dlways says Lha L we are civilised
nomads because of his and my mother's
haritage. We've always besn nomads,
goingfromone place to another,

I'm Lezanese mayhe by blood, if | can use
thatword, When peaple ask me, "Where
areyou from ' | will say Migerian, because
this is what | lnow, this iswhare [ grew up,
this is where my memaorics are.

We ara nat "real” Migarians, according to
came people. When people tell e, "Na,
ol are not

26th Nov. - 10th Dec, 2018

Migeriar,” | can defend my Nigerian roots
rare Lhan eyeryong, Bul we're wsually
embraced,

In Migeria there is a code that says all
media owners must be Nigerian. YWe are
Migerian, meaning my parents are
Migetiar, ry sister and | are Migerian. My
brother-in-law is Migerian - he was born
and raizsed in Kano, a city in the north of
the country. We foel very much MNigerian,
However, the colour of our skin is very
diffarant.

When we launched Wazahia FM, in 2007,

NEWS PLATFORM

and it was in pldein English, no sresenter
ol Lhere wanled Lo oaudition e be 4
pidgin English presenter, bkecavse it was
notdone in Migeria. We used cleaners and
cooks from our cafe, Chocolat Royal. We
said, "Justgoand talk.”

Whe still have some of the cleaners that
hawe grown with the station, It's gone
further than we expected,

Evcrybady has emkraced it. Even though
we still gat come criticism, by a small
amaount of people that tell us that we are
teaching pidgin English to the future

(

executive chef of the Lagos-based restaurant Craft Eu.rl.lrlll.\e!.Jr whlch she cﬁ‘fduhﬂed

} 'n q.‘:-uhna was born and raised in Senegal but moved to Nngerla in 2002, She has’ aﬁughter.

e i o

generations. [T you want to be educated, sut your kids in school.
Wazobia is realy a medium, it's just a language that we use to
communicats a message.

Migeria has this wike, this thing that when you come here there
issopmething that hooks you to the country. | don't know what it
iz, & lot of my friends that live here feel the same way. The
potential that there is in this country, there is nowhere else,
There is this dynamism, and there is hope. Thereisavey bright
futurefor the gereorotions ahead.

In 1939 my arandfather moaved to Senggal along with a bis
community of Lebancse people. Wy father told me that they
were sypaased ta go to South America, but the hoat stopped in
Sencgal and they started doing business there and stayed.

e S WL\ P e

Senegal isawvary nice country to live in and the population there
isvenywelcoming.

| was born and raised in Dakar We consider ourselees
senegalese. Ewvery [riday or Saturday the family would sit
around a thiebou jen ta spicy stuffed fish served with rice),
which is the national dish. Wea cookyassa [aspoy chicken or fizh
dish} every day. We speak Senegalese, we ezt Senegaless, |
travel with the Sensgalese passport, and we bury our dead in
Sencgal. We become Sencgalese.

Franck is my mothar tongde. | also sseak English, Walaf, and
Spanish. | don't speal Arabic well. When | go to Lekanan and |
apen my mouth ard say "Banjour’ or "Marhabz", people say,
"Oh, she's from Africa" because of my accont.
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L:_g_.lt:na Fﬁ'ﬁ_ﬁrl-ﬂaker Istheexecutive chef of Lagos-based
# restaurant Craft Gourmiet [Andrew Esiebo/Al Jazeara]

L

| want to go back to Lebanon to live -
go back to my roots. Whether it's a
good or bad experience | don't care. |
want to understand wheare I'm fram.

I'm Lebanese by blood buot |
sometimes feel closer to my
Senegalese friends than my Lebanese
friends from around the world,
Howewver, thare's still something that
dossn't maxe me feel completely
Senegalese. | nad a complex about it
When | talk to Lebanese peaple I'm
not Lebansze, but when | talk to
Senegalese, I'm not guite Senegalese
for therm. ey sLill " the while girl™ in
their country.

| met my hushand in Lebanon when |
went there far halidays, He was living
in Lagas and then he moved ta Abuja,
When he moved to Abuja we got
marriad and | followed him. After | got
pregnant, Boko Haram allacks starled
ta happen in Ahuja sowhen | wanted
to deliver we went back 1o Senegal.
We stayed a hit, but we were missing
the energy of Migeria.

When we first came to Lagos my
huskand was working as a financial
contraller and | was thinking about
what | wanted to do in the food
industry hecause | have a diploma
from Ecole hoteliere de Lausanna {3
Swiss hospitality management
schocl), | knew that | wanted to waork
in that field.

Craft Gourmet was a concept made by
me, 2ut then | felt it was too hard to do it
alonaand my huskand decided to guit his

jabto joinme, Hetakes cere of purchasing
and financial contrel and I'm the
executive chaf,

It's not easy to live in Migeria. You are
outside yvour comfort zone evary day,
fighting and strugglng. What | lave the
maost about Migeria is that | became an
adult in Migeria, In Senegal was not. Life
was too easy. Here I've heen challenged.
Everyonais husthing hara,

Here, if you don't do something, you feel
like: a loser. For e there's this enargy of
feeling alive, of getting something fixed
puiary day. Foddie Rahinam

| was baorn and raised in Lebanon. |
practically fived thera all my life except
during the civil warwhen we hadta go
to Paris for three years because we
couldn't even go to schaol in Lebanon.
Afterthatlreturned to Beirut,

After my Masters in Business
Administration inl rhanon | was on my
way to a job in Switzerland but
caincidence led me to my future boss
in Migeria. | thought to hell with
Europe. | didn't want to wark for a big
corperetion. | wanted a much more
flexible structure where yvou can make
animpact,

I didn't know anyone in Migaria. |
remembear vividly, from the airport all
the way to Apapa {a neighbourhood in
Lagos) | saw people walking. Whether
an a bridge, aor on & street or on a
major raad, you had a lot of pecple
everywhere,

| never had the intentian to stay, | said,
"Let me come here for three years.”
Then, it was very difficult for me to
leave hecause at that time Migeria was
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booming. Then | met my wife whowas
also working on a project in Lagos and
hera | am 15 years later. Three yoars
became 15. | doa't regret that
decisian.

In the keginning there was a lot of
frustration because you're not used to
taking care of your own power supply,
praviding your own water When | first
came there were absalutely no malls
ar cinemas. There were probably
three ar four major clubs that people
would go to and the roads were tiny.
Mow, there's an aburndance of malls
everywhere, Shoprite {a supermarket
chain) is everywhere, in every mall
thare's a movie theatre and therz's a
list of restaurants popping up every
month.

Thare are cliches. Migariz has the tag of
being corrupt or unsafe but this is just
because ot mass media. | teel much sater
Fere thatin Faris after 10.a clock at night.,
| dom't care how foreigners or the media
cepicts Migeria or generally West Africa.
Feople dre super-friendly, The sense of
commurity is much stronger here. You
will get help if you encounter trouble on
the street, whereas in Europe nobody will
care. Carruption - | think it's blown aut of
propartion,

[wigld say | somatimes Inok at how | lvad
my childhood and | compare it to what my
children are going through. Migeria is a
areal place o raise children; hinweaver, the
most basic things are lacking. | remamber
when was four vears ald, | could go with
my friends down the street and maybe go
buy a chocolate orwzlk to my neighbour's
Fouse, These are Lhe things you can'l do
Fere. &ny time you wantto step out of the
gates of te compound, you have to be
escorted.

I've manogod to intcgrate into the social
fabric of at least Lagas | have a lot of
Migerian friends and that might makes me
ciffarant from athers within the Lebanese
cammurity. Some Lehanese choose to
stay within the Lebancse commrunity but
theseara amnnring.

Most Lebanese are well integrated into
Migerian society. | feel I'm welcome in
every house, in every party, in evey
cuant,

Culled from BBC
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Fashola blames past govts for failed roads
with $100/barrel oil revenue
Buhari awarded 121 road contracts in just 3yrs - Scribe

he Minister of Power,

Works and Housing, Mr

Babatunde Fashola has
blamed past governments for
not etfectively utilising earned
crude oil revenue to develop
road and other infrastructures
inthe country.

The minister said this in Abuja
while presenting a three year
scarccard of his ministry.
Fielding questions on the poor
road networks, Fashola
admitted it saying, "Yes, we
know they are bad. There is no
magic to it. If those who came
before us had done their work,
we won't meet bad road, That is
the simple truth. We earned
5100 per barrel of crude ail for
ahout five years.

"We knew what other countries
like Abu Dhabi {UAE], Saudi
Arabia did with their own, what
did we do with ours? So this is a
Fresident and a government
that is now Ltrying to do more
with less that it has. 5o give us
some time, we will get therg”
Fasholasaid.

The minister said the federal
Eovernment is executing road
projects Across every state
especially abandoned projects
like the Lagos — lbadan
expressway, the second Miger
bridze, Enugu- Port Harcourt
road, lebba-Mokwa way among
others that have drastically cut
down travel time.

The ministry also gave statistics
of road projects in the last three
years. It said in 2016, 277

kilometres af road was
constructed, 245km was
rehabilitated and 17,749 people
wereemployed inthe process.

Faor 2017, the federal
government constructed 488
roads, rehabilitated 256 others
and engaged 31,227 persons.
For 2018 till November, 497km
of road has been constructed,
284 rehabilitated and 30,402
persons employed; the figure
could rise during December due
to more rehabilitation projects
nationwide, officials said.

Expatiating on this, the
Permanent Secretary (Works
and Housing), Mr Mohammed
Bukar said there have been
award of 365 roads for
construction since 2001, He said
the Buhari government
awarded 121 of these in three
years while the previous
gavernment awarded 144
gthers in the whaole of 17 years.
“You will see that out of the 365
roads, 144 were awarded in the
period of 17 yvears while in just
three years, we awarded 121
roads, just within three years
and we are still counting
because the 2018 procurement
ison going,’ Bukar noted.

Onthe M206bn 2nd Niger Bridge
being funded by the Migerian
Sovereign Investment Authority
{NSIA), the ministry said about
M31bn has been given to Julius
Berger as advance which
resulted in the significant record
of pillars erected on site as the

project is expected to be completed In 26
manths.

To ease traffic during the yuletide, Fashola
said the ministry has identified 59 routes
where construction worlks are ongoing and
is drafting key officials along with men of
the Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC) Lo
tackle that as he harped on sate road
practices.
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FG delivers on power sector,
raises transmlssmn to 8,000MW - Fashola

he Minister of Power, Warks  and

Haousing, M- Babatunde Fashola said the

fedardl guvernment has dalivered an
reising capacily and inflraslruciure im b power
sectar, as transmissicn wheeling capacity
armong olhers has reached & 000 mepawalts
).
Mr Fashala disclosed this while marking the
third aaniversary inoffice as aministerin Abuja
an PManday. The Daily Trust in this piece
dissects the strategios, the minister adopted te
justify his scorecard,
The third yoar ministerial anniversany came
alter Presicenl Mubammadye Buhari
inaaguraled  his Federal Execulive Couwrcil
{FEC)on Movernber 10, 2015, and announced a
merpe of the Ministry of Power, that Warks,

and Housing an Movember 11, 2005,

Fashala assurred office immedialely and by
December 8, 2015, he called a bricting and
gromized ta clear the gver M100 billion debts
owed by Ministries, Departments and
Apencies (MDAS), increase transmission
capacily, improve liguidity for the Generatian
Companics|GenCas] o get mare gas for power
gereration, and facilitate incremental to stable
powar supply.

While insisting yesterday that a significant
rmilazione of Lhese has beer mel, Fachola said:
“lam praud and happy t2 repnrt that we have
waliead thal talk and wa have deliverad visible
results and recarded gua Itative progress.

Validaling his claims on the szeclor
impravement, he said: "Generation has
increased from 4,000k fr 100 70000,
Lianarmizsion was 500 W, am Loid Lhal Lhe
last simulation is around 8 000MW in
Lransrmission. Distribulion has improved Lo
5, OO s

The Minister said more gencration capacily
will ke deliversd soon to includz 2150 W from
Kadura Flant, 2400600 Tram Afar IV in faw
months #0rAW from Kashimbilla, 306 from
Guraraand 296 from Dadin Kowa plant.

He notod that power genoration projects arc
Anpoing Asross nine universities, power sepply
prajecls acrass majar marsels =nd Che
execution of two large hydropower projects —
the FOOMW Zungeru and 3050RW Marbilia
projects Fashala wha spoke oh the
Tranamission Company of Migeria (TCN), a nom-
privatized public otlity said the firm has
reached a leve where between a 9 day oycle,
it delivers mare prajects within the last ane
Wear

“We are alsa planning to dzliver additional
traasmission capacity from 90 projects

nationwide with Apo, Mayao Be wa, Maiduguri,

Cdugunyar and Ejizbe boing ckamples of
recantly campleied ones.

Fazhola however acknowledged issues in the
power sector like access to power, metering
among athers as he assured that they are being
addrazsed. Citing the Mztional Bureau of
Statistics (MRS} OF report, the minister said
thara was F.5% growth in alectricity sactor
which was bettar than the -11% rate recorded
irethe sarmequarker of 2015,

“The report of cur suvey =nd foedback
mechanism confirrns that many of you now
have public power far lcnger haurs compared
to 2015 and that vou now run generators far
shorer pericd compared to 2015 and also,
vau now spand less money on dieseal to power

vaurganeratars,” the minister said.

Fielding questions lHam nowsamen, Fashola said
there are argoing interventions to raise
distribution capazity especialy through the
Distribution Expansiaon Pragramme,
Porenancnt. Secretany [power), Eagr Louis
Edozien urped the Distribution Companies
[DisCos] to invest in infrastructures to get the
power tothe consumers nd that the ministry
has brought the Miri Grid and Eligikle
Custamer palicies to  provids choices to
cansumers wha are not satisfied with DsCos'
COpwitas,

“We are contident that with the distrilbution
expansion, the implementation of these
pelicics and the coaperation of the DisCos, the
canstituancias that you mention will be
pramptly salved and there will he progress.on
uninterrupted powersupply,” Edozien noted.

Expacl Matar Providers balore 01 -MNERC
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Addressing questions on mataring, the
Chairman, Nigerian Elactricity
Repulatory Commissian [MERC), Pral.
Jameas Momoh said before the first
ruarter al 20019, consurners will skarl
seeing the Meter Assets Prowiders
IMAR] in business to install mesers
natioreide BMamah said 108 MAP have
been granted no abjection by NERC. Ha
caid, “Refnre the first quearter, you will
begin to see several prowiders in
business, We are alsc puttingin order, a
capping in terms <f the maximum for
whith a8 customer who has not
obtzined 3 meter will pav.

' The DisCas zre also working with us ta

make sure this is done.”
‘Warks may begin at 3,050MW
Mambilla nydropower this year'
M Fashelawhe also gave anupdate on
the 30S0MW Marmbillz  hydropower
prajactin Taraba state said proparatory
warks maoy beginon site before the voar
as President Buaari has approved such
baring any delayinfunding.

Ha said the Enginesring, Procurement
and Canstructinn (FPC) far tae projact
has been =igned tor 55.72bn, the tirst
time after 40 vears of the project being
on the drawing baoard.

While the federal povernment will
provide 15% counterpart funding.
China will provide 5% ot the [oan and
tha manpawer because of their
experience in buildingthe Three Gorges
Dam in Crina that generates about
20,0000,

He zaid the project which has a a0
renths aexecution Limeline bas had 126
lzcal firms submitting expression of
interest to the ministry to be engaged
to provide finance consultancy, logistics
and s ecurity.

Alsa demanstrating the positive
econcmic impact of -he praject once it
kicks off, Fashala =aid it will require
31.2a0 million bags af cement,
1832 Imillicn metric tornes of
apgregates like granita and stones to
mix the cement ard 42,000 tonnes of
stael for the strength wark,
"aerthisiswhat lies ahead of usinthe six
years of the construction, 50 w2 must
choose whether to go back, to remain
where the project is or to move it
farward,” he said.
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Wabote Receives Global Award
for Local Content Advocacy

Management of Newsplatform Media, Publishers of Newsplatform Magazine

and Newsplatform ngr.com
Congratulate Engr. Simbi Wabote on the Global Award for Local Content Advocacy

SIGNED:
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