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2019: INEC Insists on
Non-partisanship Says
rigging may spark war

ke lodependent

Narion:l Flacioral
Conunssion [(INEC) has

ifain piven an underraken o remain
cos-partisan (o Al politiea] parties
shead ot the 2219 general slectians
The compussion also siud i i3
aware thar a hadly conducrad
vau lewd

vlevizon Lo vl

wa
The Chairman of INEC. Prof.
Mabmeod Yolkubu, sud Jus e

Abwa on Wednesday, October 25,
2017, when the German
Ambassadar to Nigaria, Mr.
Beznduod Scldiaghede, paid o visit 1o
the keadquarters of the commission.

Yokubo sid: "To wavy of the
developing countries and emesging

demogracies, a good and well

car responsidility and we  <hall
doschange vur responsibiiices with
faimess o each and everyone anc in
A very tronsparent ownner where
the aurcome of whar we 2o wauld
nwl be in douwl
“Wewill show no partisanshipra
anyooe oz pary and (e will of the
peaple must always provail as we
couduct clectious,
“I assure vou chat we are fully
oonsous of
elecion managers. The nexs general
vlection s ilN 0 458 days aned danes
have lready bkeen fixsd for the
ections which e Febroary 1A Lo
the fuderal elections and March 2 for
the staws and Foderal Capiral
Territory (FCTY elecuans.”

our rosponsibilites as

NEWS PLATFORM

Praf. Matmovd Yakuing, INEC Chuivrian

While describing the eommissinn as the eagine ream of
demuveracy, Schlaghede urged Yakubu wo ensure that the

conducted election makes the
diflererae herween cvil war and

peace, ardd we are fully conscicus of ¢

Tn his vemarlzs, the Gorman
ambassador commended INEC for

role

ana faar

thus tzr,

Herdsmen attack:
Stop the circle of killings

Catholic Bishops tell Buhart

ellowing recene killing of 2%
persons, ncluding women  and
childeen, in the Nhkisdnowhra
community of Plateau Saae by vet to be
idenrified persons, the Carhalic Bishaps
Conference of Nigera, CBCN, hus psved a
serangly worded lerzer o the Tadaral
Guyvernment 1o balt the cirele ol Kallugs 1o Che
e n i n r r v ;
Aostatemoent signed by e presadens CBEN,
Mase Rew. Ipnarius Kaigama said for over rora
years now, Plateau State ks eojored bappy
and peaceful coexistence, giving bimh ta
preater confdence e trost (o tts citteens s
visitors alitke char anly the best =ill
heacelorith bagpen in the State,
“This psice has urformunaely hesn rudely
incrrapted by the ovtburst of reeens killings
in Bassa Local Gavernment berwasen the
Fulani and the Iripwe,
“While the attacks ave perhaps, as a result of
bottledeup auger, vomanbved social Bsucs o
ethric chauvinism which have led o uner
disreapas Jor the siceadavss of human lives,

we Nigertans must find betzer ways of venung
T : * he reasoncd,
Acconding to the CBON President, an attempt
by the Plareaw Staze pavernor, Tarr, Siman Bako
Ladung, to nspire reconcibation aod mutual
fargiveness was nos sucaesshully implemented by
Lhe parties coneeroed. It s however still not wo
lare. It is heezer lare than never.
“Ies a Gt kot many Fulan speak the Lrgwe
language and many Trigwe speals the Falani
Language wlich goes 1o sbow the long perted of
peaceful caexisrence, hut the evants of the pasr
week iodicate that the peacclul, baroeniows ad
fraternzl caexistence has heen saverely wounded.
o twe toibes olleniog the olive branch to cach
atheriswhat can restore narmaley, bezling, truse
aod vonlidesoe, The busil oo Monday 16tk
Ortoker in Nkiedonwhrn of 29 persans shaws
that o Lot more nweds 1o be doce by bothioba wo
face their collsctive furare wich greacer
optimisio, “Chr ioughtsgooall those allaoed,
with fervent pravers thar God will grant chem all
the oeedod comsolaticn aod 1he abilitg 10 s
“never again” wa the descruction of kuman fives,
animal Tives, Lo produce, boses and all orhers

Anger,

upeamiag Anambrs State govemnship slecrion is frae

mcans af Tivelibood, May 1he dead
rest in peace. “L pray that the long
and dnranss secunty msetiops by
the guvernor, secunty officals and
stakeholders will hear the
necessary [raits of peace. 1t 38 5o
warcisnme thar dsspite rhe
presence of secunty ageas people
conid sill be killed ia a primary
sthool where they tock nefuge,
even during rthe hours of & carfene
imposed or the Local
Grvernment! “TTow muck of rhis
is polittes or how much is
influenced by interal or gxcernal
sponsury or ceruplicity of cerlun
individuals who showld help bur
keop funcog vhe Laoe of violowe
nesds o be investigarsxl. The
Prostdeney joust show  more
concerr and active inrevest in
ivestigatiog e uololding cvenns
and ta intervene etfactively. The
evil doers shouvld ool go
unpunished and necessary security
Lapses abould be socitied, *To oot
dear hrothers and sisters the Irjgove
wnd the Fl,l]:’ﬂ\;, pk:ﬁr go'\'l_‘ poace a
chance. Your lpsses may be
enorucas, bar once shere s Lite,
there 1s hoge,” Kaigama appealed.
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The Biggest Multi-Billion Dollar-Fertilizer
Plant Comes On Stream In Bayelsa

he Exceative Viee Chaiosa of the Brae Peailizes tod Peuachensizzl Company Lod, Chick
Bra Okuye says, she 2.4 billion dollizs Fervilizer Plaot Preject 3s expreted 10 peaerats 13000

TRan c'llr'll,; ther cnesstrastion phiecas ol U prepe wnl 5,000 pEnrancel e vl
oppactuaities, whee complered.

el Ok aneanzacd by, while revervang b
allozared for the cacsiruction of the plact ar the Brass Island ic Bras Local Goveransect Areaol the
same frem Governor Hense Seriz ke Dickson in Government Houvse, Yemagoa on Weenesaay

A Goveransent Touse pree saensent sgaad by the Chief Prew Seeratany ta the Bavela Suae
Gevernor, Francis Orah Agbo, noted that the Execnive Vies Chatrman, who higklighted the
towenald scoomemeocda e s Mothanal, Ulses

e '-:I'('ln'n;u"..w e K ¥ foe th Lo

Coanp et al the Fernlieer olsn, o x|.-' wnnd tha,
Ammonia, Gas Processing Placts as well as a 35 kilomerre Pipeline Propc
l)lﬂ'"llil!f’""l: progrt ax b u;h'ln;;_;rd P O T 1T Nl wenh o e lhon il s
equity fund. Chixd Okoys canvassed the toedd support anc cocperation of the Gavernment towasds
1or realzzatiom ot the project and exprissisd spoomesm that, 3t would sansform the state’s seoovay
and that ot the cowans Masaw lale.
Chiel Gxove waid, “We are here roday becruse we bave achieved 255, in veroas of kuncing anc
. lil.;l}' fin lgu'ln b
easy rask And, chis is the five privize sector investmens in Atbrica thar bas axrectec 1billion dellar
cipnty Foml
Speakiag shortdy aker presearing 1he Cetriticare of Occupancy o the Company ofticils
Guvernor Seralke Dncksan assarnd the macagionent af the Brass Fertilizer Company L of hes
adoninistration’s seadiness to swaain the axisting condacve cpesating eavizanment for badnes
investments te tarive in the state
Coovernon DR o, whion ssmomrsasd < 2 Aeur Lax sl -\.ll.' for the Chmnpany, sl thea, Ve
gestars was aimed ox ficilitaticg tae carly commencement of the much desirec invesumers.
Wik comrmemlng the Manngamens al the Compar e for s efnm, e lly o the anenal
funding, the Governar reecheed his call on the TFaderal Governmens, the Nigericn Natiood
Fetralenm Crmpurativo, NKPC and veber imvising pamrens b ungenthy bring the Prass Ligueled

Yoo will ETA Y NURRS l|ml, ' ais;u_.; 15 Il e et Tees e s clherse 1 et un

Natural Gus orsea on wean.

His words, “We are delighted having you here and we apprecate all the etfores you have bren
IIIML ny i 'J;"l' SLLLESS LE S »-I" --' 'l.'li\ werean ll!h;'lll\ ’llll}.l B | "ll'l‘. :"'ll [l " .\'L'Jl tl'?llilf .I.IE Z nlriest
in cur sice and tar boresesing what @ number of people have wot seer, which is thaz, Bayelsa s

Gosvrnoy Henry Serdake Dicksor

“On behalt of the Government, we assure
v ol var verroet s pU LU o lerons o
fFroviding a conducive operating
mrvirenooent, ‘c\'hll'h "
demenstrated with the sigeing and
presaotanien of the Certitivate of Quevpraey
ver Lo l:nm:. ¥y oare aberestaal (o tuillg’, |63}
start v chis (b importazt project

P further cnevarnm: veo, Po s
dizeczed o waiver oz all Zees tor two yews 0
that o the next voe ar twa years, woen the

what "ve com

prajact e have stetad, you will thea pay
up 72 fees 1o the las kobe, We wans you to
prat thut o ey e the o aned et i
started,” the Govercor stressed,

Nogrra'sivs ke 1 s sl

African Development Bank
Calls Off Proposed Loans to Nigeria

he Alvican Developotent
Bank S called ofl & Lo w
Nigeriza that would have
belpad fund the councry’s budget, instead
redirecsing the money o specific
pralects, 2 vices president ar the lender said
on Monday, The African Development
Bank bad beca in salks with Nigeria for
wround a year toyekease the second, $400
wuitlion wonche of o 81 billion loas o
shore up is budger lor 2017, a8 the
government tded W nanvigorate oLy
stagmant ecamomy with heasy spending,
But Niperia refused to meer the tarms of
international leaders, which also
included the World TBank, o enact
varians reforme, includicg allowiag its
cerreacy, the aaic, 1o doat breely ou the
loredgn exchange s, Bather
Because prices lor ol on which

05 NEWS PLATFORM

Nigesin's govorment relics lor about tweethirds ol its revenaes, bave risea aad
Cte nana-doline excliage tate bus boproved, U covalsy s relviog Jess thi
expreted on externad borrowing, Hotesad:

No one fram the Nigerian finance mintstry was immediately available to
comment,

Nigeria's 2017 budges, 7.44 trillion 7aiva, 5 just one in a series of racord
bodgers thar the gavernment has faced ahaacles funding, poshing i 10 seck lnans
fram overscas,

To Jate 2014, the AIDRB agreed 1o Jead Nigeria 4 fest iranche of $600 ouillion out
ul §1 billivan Bus sisgotzations uver ceononic reloro later bugged dowas, blocking
atternpts o secure the second trancie of $400 10 ion, sources told Reuters thea.

Now. ADB sloans will be more targeed, Hotsaid.

*It's hundreds of millions of dollars. justin one go. that we were supposed to
provide in budget suppart, bt we will move inca rezl projecrs .. " e said.

Farfier this menth. the head of Nigeria's Debr Maragement Office said the
countey 550l inralkewith the World Bank fora 1.6 5illian loan, which will hels
plog part of an expectad §7.5 billion deficitfor 2017,

The adosiisteation is ase tying o eestzuetuze its et 1o suove yway Leom
topgh-tntezest, pate-denomioated loaos and towards dollar loans, which cacey
lower rates.
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strategic Development Plan on
Domestic Gas EXPort -NNGmp

e Maraging Director ot
C o o 1>

(NLING), Yooy Acal, o the
vty aoncladed Nigerio
Summa ia Abujg, saic thar a loagtarn:
strategic development plic would
EOCOUrLZe lOVESLments, improve
inlrastractere o the commiry and oast
p!«u:..u'.:- we o bath vt sl \ll TR L
fds.

Fovmonn

Chairing a breakour panel discussioc
2z the Enengy Session of the 23rd Nigenac
Fronomic Summic [NES) utled
Explasing prwal el apporinnities
and invezment in jas.” Atwah remarioed
thar the domesnic zas export business
vovad easly amroi more investments
whiel can b sl 1 Gevelop the much-
needed v e walach  aml
ualeash the potencials of praven and
unpraven Gamesss §as reserves af 187 and
632 wrllzun cubic bret Gel) mespectively ic
the conmiry, He wlded that this con only
|.\' I'llhl'l\\l '.":x 1'|<' ‘i?_‘.lll -.Iui;x il‘\.

Yeppslarions, and Incantives ro drive investnaats
in the secros,

The sessico was atwtended by the
Horvurable Miniser <f State for Petrelewr,
Ne I Kachulewis; e Gronn Maraging
Direvtar ol Ngeran Nutacal Peniokaan
Carppration (NNPC), Do, Makans Baru as
well 2 the T'resicent of the Nigeriza Gas
Sussueiaten, Engneer Doda Themas and ocber

SIIY"'.";"’H\W":;K'II il :5]]"‘.!“-‘ Hlad i 0 ‘l\:lll s
rean bt Ty the panel, Anab seaad thea the pax
tadustry should ke Eberdlizad and a climare of
the willing seller and willing buver shaould
érive gos price, ratker than sae curreot practice
l\f:,lﬂl, v '\:lml;flu.

e alsy romached Tealier shae Nigeria
and Qarar startad aut in the gis bhusiness abawt
the same zime, however, Quzar has repidly

medustey sloclesavutives,

Cammenting an the patenrial of
damestic gas in Nigeria, Amah strassed that it
wis time for gis develcoment ic Nigeria,
addieg tha che induster can stmalate groweb
moevery saclas ol EURERITRL RS -\|nria“y
.;5‘ and pirss, bt il will
orly ¢a so i tactars cwrrealy inhiditing rapid

agricutuuce, isd

grawshare stectively acdressec.

“Undermvestment . apprazsl and

exploraar swiivities dae 1o

aolicies, wnaactive commaeal fremeanrl,
securizy of investmenss, oxc. iavariablv impact
icd

gas reserves, produciion,
commnerciahzatizn”

rarsnlonl

develooed vr gas industzy and produces 77
o hon (omes per anaem fonps) of Ligefed
Natural Cas (LNG) while Nigeria's cursont
capacivy is just £ear 22 mrpa.

Tarlier, while opening the ssssion, Dr.
Kachikwe snd tbhe Federad Government s
l' .:'.

T A Imore gk ornvesbimenig ax e ol 2

stistegie wave fram oil. He strad thar “he
government is reviewing the existing
Droduction Sharing Ceatract (P5C) pas rerms
s well s wrengbeaing implementation of pes
polses toenesarsze exploraion o, wldieg
thar ™ AL i Trstonc e sa b ¥ arezlbmt jll‘ﬁh:i:‘:\
will have ra drive zariit passibilizies.”

NLNG Demands USD 315 Million
Judgment Debt From NIMASA

he Mussgement o Nigeria

LNG ks tormally sssued a

e st far the s of
USD 3213398 320.29 judgment dabr ta
the Nugerion Maruime Admanssization
and Safery Apawy INIMASAL The s
represects the pavimmears mads under
protest te the Apimey be NLNG sy
2013, as welias direct and shipping lases
iccurred by NLNG due 1o 1he initial 2-

:|uy Blekande of che Homny Chiasnel l'.\-

Toay Astap, MD NING

NIMASA InMay 2015,

The development fodlomed tae decision
an Oetaber 3, 2007, be da Bakeal High
Cacr, Lagos slsar NLNG was cac lizhle o
make the vl pavmens o NIMASA, ane
tut 1 auch pavements alzesdy wvde hy
NLNG 10 NIMASA saculd be mebandec
forthwsts, ‘The Hanaumalbie Caurt Prossdas
aver by Jastize M. 3L Idiis Tunber leld tha
NIMASA was wroog ic Hockadicg the
Berrony €l Far the smrpiese al enfenciog

D, Exelerskens Peversicle, M NIMASA

the payments aguins: NLNG.

Croonnenting o the developmeny, Genersl
Manager External Relazions Dy, Kode Zresiz Cke
sid: "The Federal High Coumt rubing transcends
Bresings, stenply s hpsd viewny foe NENG, o L
viewsd for whar it really is. A resowading messige
[ V:;;u_’rin',nlln-glf_nl':ll Iesthmens Somnaniy,
Tz messige is thar we can be toaeed o Keep nur
soversga word and 102z Nigeria remains opec tor
lmmm'«|::ulm'n||-p:mt'i'w:m s

NIMASA kad alleged that NLNG was lableta
pay three pervect gross creight levy oo its
weerationa] ahoamd el cothoand carga, S
Prarsctica Levy, oo paoceat caborage surcharge as
well o ocher sundov claims, 22 of whick NLNG
Jisputec. NENGL o 2003 filed dhe case ar the
Federal Higk Ceurt agrins NIMASA, seeking a
jueral determmmziion on o i her Chings,
lezalicy o atherwiae = levies soughy 1 b
impostc. ta NLNG by NIMASA, and the
armsaxquenl Blashade of the Ponny € Sannel |\>-
NIMASA acd s ageot asavesulzof the dispure.

NING had alse wovghe o Ceurt Order
vest rainng NIMASA Tronn Db Blackade of the
Channel, A0 [arevin: lejuscion granesd in tavor
af BLNG by the Federal High Couri owas
Jisohzvad e WMASA, which sgaie Dechaded
the Soncy Chanael over i three wesk pezicé while
the matter wix pemiang,  tecebe  provwenang
NING vesels wod oy vessels doing busioess
with the Company from satry and exic through the

Clenaed,

NEWS PLATFORM |O7
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NNPC/Aglp JV to Increase
Power Generation by 480mw

ke Nigeran Natorwal Petroleum

Corpaor ation (NNPC) and the

Nigeriar Agip Oil Compacy
OO Joiat Veniure s set o boost the Foderal
Gavernmant powes gensration asairation hy 180
megawatts (MW through the complenon of ns
Okpai Plose T Indepeadens Pawar Projeor (TPP)
by 2019,

Tlus was dusclosal e Abusa oo Thuralay
dicring the icaugararion of rthe Okpai Phase 1T
power praject by the Group Maragiog Divector of
NNPE T Maskants Kacalla Baea,

Speaking, ar the evear, Dr. Bara said all
panoery were workang round the cdock o deliver
an the prject ia werms af spacitications, r'me and
budger.

Hesod the decision by the partoersto canback
an the second phase ot the Okpai power project
wirs binged en e enororous suecess of Okpat
Phase T, which he deseribed 25 the mvar cansistant
power plant tn the country,

*Abdwoeh it [Okpot Plase 1) was swcson o
generare AXMW inwe national grid, it is now
genvrating at average of A0MW due Lo evacvaon
chalicnge. This s a significant additian ta the
aatonal gnd.” he spd.

Za

e, Maikaati A'.xr-z.‘:'a Bd'm.
Grosp Mussaging Directer of NNPC

He s the Okpas Piiwe 1L project, on
caomplesion, would generate additional
A82MW inva the narianal prid.

He changead G 12-man conmmiiier L

work hkard ard explore the possibilier of

delrverieg the aroiecr abhead of
the 2018 rarger das, KERsing
that e project was very coitical
to thes natiea's power
AL,

Ibe GMD alvo unged the |V
Factners 1o sustain the masch
'l)'l”l’l.’“l;'lg i"'{l m
Indepeaden: |V 10 keepiog wich
Presidential apprava.

Earlier, 1he Mauvaping
Diarector of NAOC, Mr.
Massime [asuls. who was
represenied by Me. Luoca Bag, sl
everything kad been putin place
o ez thar the Okpai Phase T1
Proteel was delivered wn
schedule.

I his remarks, Depuay CEO
ol Oando, Mr, Crznnole Bovo,
sud bis company was commiteed
n sustaining the sucaesses
revorded i Fluse | ol the
Froject. assuring that they =owkd
wark with arher pa-tnes 1o
cusure prompl and tmely

liverv afche provect.

prwanls

'FG Owes N'Delta N1trn Gas Flare Debt’

Givil society oz ganisaion, Contee

lor Peave and Environmeatal

Justice (CEPE]] bas acvcused the

Federal Government of wathholding gas flare
penzloy amourting o over Nirrillion, mean:
far communiries in the Niger Delra
Addressing powsmen in Abula on s
fortheeming antual contercnoe wgged "Edo
2017 Natienal Coordinater of CEPEJ.
Comrade Shersul Mulade 2lvo clazmed that the
three ner cent statutory levy pad by ail
campanies to the Niger Delta Development
Cammissnn (NI aver the vears had nes
been wrilised for the benefit of the region,
alleging thar the nrouey had boca divered by
p o 1 1 t I w & A m 8 .
He sid, “In the gas Qare peoadties paid wo the
Federal Governmen: amocunting ta  ahous
Nitrillian, we are shocked thac up till chis
mament, none of this money has baen releasad
vo the communiries, and | belisve this is mainly
hecause none of these consmunitics have the
capacity Lo agitaie lor this fuad.”
He, however, stated thay CEPE] was aware

ol the challenges of the comununites as regands
accessing the pas flare penzley funds. stating

08 NEWS PLATFORM

Uit a0 was do putting to place stiategivs w
conlront the Federnl Guvernment and
ensure that the funds were released o the
communities directly, not through a
c o m m i 5 5 1 0 n
“This Ie beciuse mos of the
COMMsEons set up are politically-inclined
and aze vsed by politicians 1o compensare
theic Iriends,” bhe explained.
Mulade said the conference with its
themes: “Sustainable Securicy and
Environment in the Nigar Delta: A Keyta
Nigeria Devalopment,” and schedutled 1o
hold November 7 and &, 2217, would
delicerae on the relusal of the Feder)
Covermument to release Ue gas Hare peaaliy
muney aod on other sues rangieg Iron
secunty and environmental challenges in
the rTegivn,
Meanwhile, Nigerian Narinnal
Parealeum Corporation (NNPC), has said
it has mapped our straregics o boost
socurity arowssd its depois and  pusnp
slations Lo ensure they romasn luoctzooal.
In 2 statement, the NNPC explaned that

this was part of efforrs =
consolidate an the succesces
rocorded in the steady supply
and distribution of petsolevt
products across te country.
According o the statement,
Managing Directar of the
Nigerian Pipeline and Sworage
Company (NPSC)L Mr Luke
Ancls, apokr duri ng A hia
opening exercisc for the
selection ol Lo to provide
securily servives at the
company’s depots and pump
statinns  acrass the councry.
Represanted by NPSC's
Exocutive Director ir-charge
of Pipclines, My, Danladi
Absoed, Azele staced that the
NPSC was desizous ol engaging
reputable and competen:
security firms 1o safepaard s
critical assets ra ensure
unimpedad operations and
etticient seevice,
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Law Ministers Meeting ends with

pledge to reform key

FRE

ammacwealth
viliadmy e w4 Lo
rrnv f LI LT o

improved lsgal services in a
vange of aseis i law ministers
e 1 'llx\l;hr' it e
Hihinoas |\u‘k;-§- al
AsTerments and plecges.
Tackling rasrocism, addressing
climae change, rspeading o
ratural o

wirh a

Iﬁ;‘li':'\. l"l'l"lllc
swstnimable  dvvelopmen: gouals
anc sradicpung early and toveed
marrage wese all ac the wids

nils

np o oapd
\'(l\fll"ll'l'r'.' mins,

Az thoey
ministers pledged to parsue key
law retorms in 4 aumber of
) | e i >

1 Eas wse a enteal ol
tur the Commuawealih for so
caany reascas.” sid Sscreary
Geaeral Puavdicia Scazland
“Domanccs sl Beabanls ase il
i rasps adter devastating
burricanes Isma acd Maris, and
caitlions ot people In Asia and
Africk ace sl sufferiog tha afte-
I'r-:\ |,4 uf Ill'.l.‘l"'!'?‘. '1'0:“;\ ;Illll
gesertitivation

“Countries ax the tadle are
slsn dealing wizh a frighreaing
e ah'inn* of vioknr s 111 w

crimy, the mopaat of gleba
terrorism and violent
extracism, and with vourg gisls
betay saben oo af schosd and
i.:"l ‘.ll mi V"."Y';Iu:' A! ' 8 ure
just sume o the challenzes ficing
the parions repressated at awr
maetilsg, aad 1 am s prond of
llvl I;nlaul'lll;. coomneent ZCIII]

resslutivny of baw monssiens o
ticd soluticas 1o thess issues.”
Ministers aod anorceys

e il lun'ni @ oreview and
nln'ugllu'll Ir_;;l' [rmwoceres amld
tegislation to prevent the
groaming and rronutment of
terrosts and 6 stop thens
LR LA S lll"l;t'\ art l\!l!;‘
fundud, They vrscsad buw o
make this zepiration a reality and
vecopnised the impacteace ot
Gordniunty
ENlegates by
reforms e help ther countrivs
achieve tugers w lower global
npecatuees and 12 seppoit the
wh ol reluf
vlfems during and after nasurs
cisasters. They discossed aowe
they will wark, as legal advisers
e gavernment, o develog fepa!
frameworks (o I buahi b,
eduvcation, smployment,
tinancial acd other crivical
seevices relevanr o the

invalvament

™~

el

Hperaian

eslation

Commaonwealth Lawyers

whismviment of their sesaioables .ht\‘;":.’q;-umu' 0.
e W e aspneatios «xgu:\-&n\l 3t thas
meeting and to ensere that we are 25le 1o twrn them
iato ection, che Secretariar attered micisters a number
of toals and seoport machacisns,” said the Secremary
. P t & t ' |
“Our new hagshatvve drafiing kandbook 2o goude o
law reform will ake legal dratters and those
responsible tor law vetorm through a step by step, stage
i of the
:l" QuT

|.-} AN nuid. e focdae ar amend iws in o

araces ll?N) ll.\\lﬂ'. ) "- ¥ OAw ;Ilil' R

covmienes, bor will be parue ¥ valy o
developing and smaller parioas with limized
I e s a u I < ¢ \ ¥

She vty *The theene oof the -m‘;ﬁ'l;' W
Strempthensng e Bule of Law through Teckmol
st we otbered 28 ministers access 1o our Catice of Civil
and Criminal Justice Reform, which provides tachnical
H’ulfllllh with [sest pPracise

oscRlanee ‘(D.' un -:ll.“.'ll'

'.‘II'II:‘. l'll?l'll I:"Is", (.I"l{l'liﬁ. |I'"|;l|;:(’l'\ .’(’lll 7"“)':
icsipght op 2 range of issues
The Secretarian. 2lso preseated a new secure
messaging mchile apa which will he thalied ia 2018,
l’ll".( l‘l'.‘ V-l.‘ l'll‘fl!lll\ ill'l‘lll.“;l"l)] !l:ll‘ll'll'lllll I';
belning conmsmes 1o cullaborate to tackle crossborder
and organised crime
Delegates underscored the imponance of these
v bings s a forue for Alaag bost practioe, one of the

wealth s [l S .uh‘.nr_,;.“. v, Marers
vme, Avorney General ot Jamaics, sl
this year's summit provided an oppormaniy tor
vinmant disceasion and aollabareton oa ey isswes,
Anal Mineaers Tor Law, Joxtie &
Parliamentary Affary 10 Banpladesa, saxl “The
izsues that kave deen taken up in this coaberencs are
very pertinentva s 2ad itis imponact ther we conse

li,'l‘;l‘ o ‘l’lpl’(l\'l ¢ 'ln‘\,\
Samoa s Miaister of Jusics & Coury
Adminssizarion, Frantess Xatopau Alau'u. praised

the Commonweath Sacveraiat for poepariag 4

on 1550 es

“'l!ll}: }-ul'l";l
Ravi Shankar Prasad, Micasteraf Law & Justive &
Elecrronics & Informarica Techrology in Iadia,
said, "This is 10 accation 10 share the best aricrices,
I|u ﬂl'.tl..r 1 :n.ull;r\. the :ﬁ,; Jlul‘.ll;l:\ Tey Cuas WAy

-e
1e4

thas imrerachien oy very very mcmnglil, vesy sy
purpvsive. W pake pecd fiends. ey ol e
probicms sov sitailar i many ways, (ke solulivns cun
ke stmilar.

The Baluanas' Artoroey Genens |, Carl Bahel, who
hested the event, described the sumamit 95 o very
ipestant  farum  for lew monisers aCress e
Compmemwesith, "o come together o share best
poctives und consider cur responses. both 2% a
canunamwesith and as dhividas) ooadnes o sheed
iiallengys.”

Russia Signs Agreement With
Nigeria for Nuclear Power Plant

waaa bay sigaed agreements with Nigerta

| B I"I'jl‘: il'nl ||| i““k'l"

peant in the ool zich West Atrican aatica

that kas a dedicrr of reluble power and faves secorty
\,'u“rng'- \:.l:; Eslanisist eniTivants i the Sar oosthess.

Feasihilicy studies tor cthe plant and a research

center consruction will melude sie sereeoing,

capacity, linanciog, ard tme frames of the progars,

sate owned Russian nuclear company Resatom said

o an emalel statement. Representauves from the

Frecared the Nigesis Amnic Fuergy Cammiission

sigred the d=al.
ke mattons i 2005 sygd o iotengovernmental
igreemenl o eaoperation in the field of the pewefil

Al a3 o

uwsape ar nuclear wechaelegies. Nigeria in 2015
was wtaks with Resatom 1o buald as ey as
faur vuclesr power plants cosing shoar §20
billion, ihe Nigeria Aromiz Energy
Commission sm ot by time

N;u.'lia. Adrca's 1
distribuces an averige of 4,500 megawares of
vlectnctsy, Holl the sunpot of the Egban power
|>‘uul. the asmon's llim::‘.s‘.‘ 15 lost hecanse of
inadequate wransmission intresmrucruve, its chiet
wifeer s last munth.

R i soclang to build nacker pawer
plants in ather counties an the conrinen:
wcluding South Ad=ea

sl @ wloms aation,
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s the 2019  Presidential eleciion

& I
Agnhrn MOMENTIm IF 15 NGW EeTing
clearer thar the contest is likely wo be

between President Mubammade Bubari and
the Spesker of rthe Hoase of Representacives
Fan Yakubu Dogara.

This muy come Wiy as i saprise as
both are from che North and membess of the
ruling party the All Prograssives Clangress
[APC).

Events in the last one week s indivated
thar. Presidene Muhammade Bubart wdill be
secking 4 secoad torm ik tevm in office. 1o je
sind Lo be urobilizing kis canpaign machineries

I'he BRukari Supparr Group, an
amalgamation of abeur 189 ditterent suppen
groups thar worked tor President
Muhammadu Buhari and the Al Prograsive
Cangress (APCH inthe 2015 Geaerl Elections

10 NEWS PLATFORM
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From Vincent Egwunyenga

has sand he has no option bt to conest the 2019 slections.

Tae leader of the group, Abu Ibrakim and Seoate Leader, Ahmed
Lawan, who were in e Pressdential Ville w meeet with Bular, wo
insimate him of che activities of the group, sud they helieve in his
philosophy,

[brabio: sicd theugh the ssue of 2019 did mot come up at the meeting,
the gronp helieves Buhari can sasure che progress, stabilisy and prosperisy
of the aation,”

He satch: “Well, we cante hure as members of the nattonal commuistee ol
the Bubart suppors gronp. 'l his s an amalgamanon of abour 189 differem
suppent grougs that had worked tor Presidenr Mubammady Buobast and
the APC w wist the 2015 generad election. We huve been holding
meetings, discussing the problems of this country, Nigeeia, So. we
thoughr it was hagh rime we merweith the Presidens mo intimare him ahout
thevcnivites ol the group.

It the same wvein Hameed AR, comptrolleryeneral of e Nigeria
Custinns Service (NCS), savs the All Progressives Congress (APC)



COVER

povernmenl “cannol move frward” because 52 percent of those in
the cirrent admintstralion are Jrom tbe Peoples Democralsc Parly

(Por).

Al said this on recently  while spraking ar the official
commissiomng of the natinnzl headquarters of Buhari Support
Organisations (B8O} in Abusa.

The cusrams CG said the Buhari administration ought  aort 1o
haveallowed PN memberstacall the shaors,

Fle susd sowme of those who played wapor zoles tos the party 10
copke 1o power i 2015 had wot beea fully approciated

“Today, with all sense of responsibility, [want te say that we have
53 perceat ol PDP in vur governmeat, How can we move lorwasd
with this load? How can we ackieve our targel with this Joad? It s a
spocltsystesnand 0,7 e sazd,

“When vou come in. you shake ofl everybody and bring in vour
own. Thatis what democracy isall abuut.

“Todav, we have memhbers of PDP calling the shars. ‘Thar iswhar

we will hegin o fight for, we will fight for our nghr posnen, our
vision and our missien for this government.

“Iwill, thevefore, ask my colleagues of the BSO 1o go back ro the

12TH NOVEMBER - 30TH NOVEMBER
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study rocu This is a conmtssion, bus it is also the
begening of the Gght for pood governasce, We
st get back 1o the rrenchies, draw our own batcle
planand barrle hine,

“I enjoin you that the same commitment we
had in 2015, 1 emplay von o bear wirh ns and
commniit yoursell 1o o better tuture Ler Nigerts, We
will b calling an you lrom now on and we will be
workingdayand mghr. *We must do so because we
wait 1o save our oae and the aaose of the
president for what ke is doing

Aliwho had a face-ott wich the serate caglicr in
the vear is not Xnown [or making politcal
STATEMATIS,

President Bubian who wis also said 1o bave
held discussions with  sume Nuorthern state
governoss st the Aso Rock Villa on Friday 277
October 2017 alter the Friday Jumat Praver was
sad tes have told them of his plan 1o seele reelection
in 2019

Bubast s sard to bave won the 2015 Presdential
elestian by mobilizing Mushm communities in the

| ’/
President Mubammadu Bubari

NEWS PLATFORM 11
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Hon Yakubu Doéam. Speaker of the House of Representatives
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counlry thal the election against then
mmcumbent President Gondluck
Jonathan was  a holy war,  Maay
weople wspectally  Irom the Nonh
mobilized for him re annthe elscrinn.

A formes goveraor of Jigawa state
Allap Sele Lanudo conlirmed tiusin a
recent interview with newsmen shortly
afrer the 2013 clection thar Bubasi's
supporters campaigned to the name ol
Islam and tha: thnse wha dn not
suppert bis candidacy were regarded as
unbelievers,

No sooner than he was swvorn in as
Presidean  mmany staed accusing his
government of trying o Islanse the

12 NEWS PLATFORM

country. An  allegations thar he
himselfl Las oot tied e deay,
leaving  the Vier President
Professor Yemi (shinbain and the
Sultan ot Sckote  and even the
Catholic Archbishop of Abuia

John Cardinal Onzivekan rodorche

dendal,

The appointmencs done so far
by the President s said 1o have
Lavoured only siusluns.

MANY ARE HOWEVER
MAKING MOVES rarrmncare the
Prastdent's re election bid.  The
npzonents of Bubari's  reelection
are conscious  of his  supporT and

the Nerthern poor
Thess

poepulinty wnonyg
mast of whom are Mushme
suppostersazealso Lanatical.

The fGrst moves o break Buban's
supporr Base in the Norch  wras 1o bring
another mushio 1o contest against bim
ancd splic hes voles wmong muslims,
Names like former Vice President Atk
Abubakar, former Covernor of Jigawa
state Sule Lasnado arnong others came ugp.
Bur the Preadency is said 10 have begun
woves o fight them back,  Aziku's
company INTELS  contracts with che
Nigeria Pars Autharity was recently
cancelled, while mob bas continved 10
actack  Sule Lamicdo.
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THE JOKER AGAINST BUHARI'S RE ELECTION IS
HON YAKUBU DOGARA THE SPEAKER OF
THE NIGERIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Cheistan and from
Bauchi corc North
has become

acceptable t¢ many especially
Christians in the North, With
hisemergence DOGARA will
splic the North along Mushim/
Christian divide
reducing Buhart's popularity wo
only the North West aof
KANQO, SOKOTO,
KATSINA, JICAWA,
ZAMEPARA AND  KLEBBI
STA'TLES.

A member of Narthern
Christian elders foram wha
spoke an

thereby

condition of
altkaugh
Daogara has been approached o
cazry the [lag {or chern but be is
VELTO RIve d POSILIVe response.
The move by Northern
Christians s however sud to
have received the blessing of
Southern Nigerians majority of

anonvmity  said

whoare Christians, YAKUBU
DOGARA WILIL BE
EXPECTED TO PICK A

YORUBA MUSLIM AS HIS
RUNNING MATE.

PART ol 1he meusures pul in
place to win the support of the
South which wrill be used during
the campailga included
CHRISTIAN SENTIMENTS,
RESTRUCTURING,
DEVOLUTION OF
POWERS TO THE STATES.
ETC.

AMONG the grnulges the
North has against Bulari is the
wssue of Kidnapp of the Chibok
girls most of whom are
Christians and they believed i
was a grand plan by Muslims to
humiliate Christians. They also
believe that after using them o
win elecsion IN 2815 Buhan
had abandonsd them  whils

doing nothiag 10 end the
killing in Benuce and Platcau
states by rampaging Fulant
herdsmen.

Meanwhile Speaker
Yakubu Dogara  has called
on Nigerians ta pray lor
him o be able to ke aright
decision ar the right tme
saving thar Nigeria's future
15 sccured because of
Nigerians” comumitment 1o
God

/

’ .

Dogara made the asssrtinn atthe preevent
prayer session for National Praver Breakizea,
titled "The plave of God in nation building .

1le said ar the prayer session erganised by
Christian Legislators thac all hope was not ves
last for the counrtry.

“As in the case of Abraham's eacounmer
with God aver the faze of the city Sadom and
Gomorrah, Cod will intervene to save this
ol :'"l’ll.r}'.

“What gives me hope is that we have so
many peoplc who are commitzed vo Cod. 'The

’ O

" . b f ey !
A“'h#‘A?b ubd%"" , former Vice President

NEWS PLATFORM ’.‘13
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future anig«riu 38 secnred.

“We have a wery bripht furure, we
have great army of leaders in this

country,” he sanl.

Reading from thc book of lsaiah
6C:12, he urged all Nigerians, to return
e Geud,

I 1e said chat it weas stared in the Holy
Bible “For the nation and kingdom that
will nat serve thee shall perish; yea,

thase nations shall be utre:ly wasted.”

He also quoted from Robers Cooper,
one ol Furope's misi re-x[x-ulml scholar

diplomars.

His beok titled: “The Breaking of
Nations”, warned that "the 215t century
may be worse™ than any previous tme
2 history because “the new cencury
risks being overrun by bath anarchy and

technalogy ™

“Ilikee the idea thar only fow of us are

here. Jesus wasn't a fan af a crowd. He

chose fow, almost all of them successtul
Professionals.

"Luke was a physician, Mathew an
accountant, Peter and others ronning a
SULESN {ll’. l:ﬁhil’lg(:(ll“[)il""/.

“Every change or revolution has
alveays been promoted by tew change
ng’.lnﬂ }lll(l inll'l}' '.ldﬂll'.l?l’.\. B\l“\.’-’ I)'. 'lll‘
peoplealwayscome later,” he stated.

DOGARA has begun 1o receive
endorsements from some Christian
leaders in the country. General Overscer
anid lounder ol Tiving Faith Church,
Bishop David Oyedepa, has said chat he
has zere doubt abour the tegrity and
persun ol Speaker Yakubu Dogara ol the
FHouse of Representatives.

Speaking when he hosted the
Speaker and some members of the
House ol Representatives in Canaan
Land, Oua, Ogun Suale, Bishap
Ovyedepo described Hon, Dogara as a
true follower of God.

“T have zero doubt about his

integrity, T owall stand with ham
anvwhere, The westumony of his frant-

Sule Lamido, Former Governor of figawa State

14INEWS PLATFORM
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line rele 0 the Christian
vyoutrh Corper's
Fellowship in Akwa
Ibom is there in the
recand lnday. In spile af
the atrack on his health,
he still went back 1o
complete his mission
there, Tu's not just aboud
religion, it's abour the
tear of God azd the love
lor humanity.”

“The Honourable
Speuker, Ri. Han.
Dogara is a follower of
this Commission. Amd
no wonder he's
manilesting the Grace of
this Commission. 1low
conld sumecne de away
with his six months of
salary? Tt he told me T
would tell him doa't do
it, But he would do what
his father does, and so he
must see whar his tather
sees. Your lifting has just
started, vour promeotion
has just begun. He has
remained consistent o
his walk wirh Gail.™,

Bishop Qwyedepo
admonished Nigerians o
have taith in the counery
as according o him,
“Nigeria is coming out”
amel praved that "Fvery
wish of the devil against
Nigeria will nat Hourish,
Nigeria will prosper
again. And the kind of
things we are hearing
today are the only way
out, let us s down
together and solve our
problems. The whole
world is watching, Syria
i dead, na nation waill
come¢ and take
respamsibility  for  you,
we must wakc up and
take respomsibiling”
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Bishop David Oyedepo endorse Speaker
Dogara, Commends His Integrity, Personality

enerzl Overseer and founder of
Living Faith Church, Bishop
Davié Ovedepo. bas sasd that he
has zera deubr aheurt the intagrty and person
of Spauker Yakubu Degara of the House of

Reprusentatives.

Speukivg when be hosted the Speaker and
some members ol the House of
Representarives 1a Canaan Land, Ota, Gzun
Stare, Biskup Oyedepu desceibed Hon.
Dogara asatree follawer of God.

“T haye zeru doubt about his iulegricy, T
w1l seand with him anvwhere. ‘Therestimany
of s froar-line role in the Cluisitan vouth
Curper s Fellowship in Akowa Thomis chere in
the recard roday. 1n spire of the arrack on his
bealtd:, be stll weos buck o complete lus
mission there, 1t's nor just aboue rehgion, ig's
about the fear of Cod aad she love for
humanity.”

*The Ioaourable Speaker, Ri IToo
Drovprara i3 2 lollower of this Commission. And
no wonder he's manifesting the Grace of this
Comurdssion. How could someone do away
with his six moncks nfsalary? If he told me |
would well b don't do it But be would da
what s lather does, and so he must see what
his father seas. Your lifting has st started,
vout promotion Las just begun, He has
rematned consistent in his walk with Ged.

Bishop Ovedepo admonished Nigesians
ta have faick in the conntry ax acconding o
him, “Nigera is coming cut” and praved thar
“Every wish ol the devil against Nigeria will
not flourish. Nigeviz =il prosper again. And
the Kind of things we are heaving today we the
oaly way ont, let us sic down tagether and
selve our problems. The whole =orld is
wiatchiog, Syria 3¢ dead, no mation will vome
and take responsbility for you, we muost
wake upand ke vesponsibiliny.”

Dr, Oyadepo revealed char his driving
wotivation is that it doesn't bave 1o be white,
tu by might becase “the brain of man is the
same warld-over, same conrenr, same weighr,
sagtie color, There's ao wiite brain and black
hrain, same color, whar's the problem? Wich
adequare engagenent of this resource, we can
salve pur problems.”

Accordiag 1o the Speaker's Special
Adviser on Media and Public Allairs, Turak:
Adamu Hassan, Hon, Dogara while spesking

Bishop David Oyedepo

earlier, revealed that he committed his six months salaries te the projece ol
building Covenanr Uriversity and how God's grace and faveur has heen
upou ot sistee thea,

I'le showersd encomivms an the mao of God whom he said has been
source ol mspirition o him saving, *You bave never ceased 1o duspire
people like us and to inspire our generation. We pray thas God will
continue 1o incrcase and enlarge your cosst, We pray God gives vou
uncommoen and anparalleled wisdom. So dhat we can rescue ool just
Nigena, bur the black race, | see this as one of che arms of your investmens
tat will sebsese this s our e time. ™

Members who accompanied the Spealer vo Capaan Land include Hon,
Aunine Jaji (, Zamboy), How Golu Timothy (Plawcaw), Hon. E. [
Aghonayinma (ko). Jonathan (Gaza [Nasarawa), Hon. Kaynde Olsdele
(Ogun), Akinlice Olaide (Ogun), and 1o, Jimeh Olusola Olugbele
(Ogun)

NEWS PLATFORM 15



COVER

Pro-Buhari Group Flags off President’s
2019 neelectmn Campaign in Ahuja

ae Ruhard Support

GCroup, 3

smalgamaricon of
about 18% dafferent suppont groups
thar worked Presidenr
Muhammada Bunant and the A.L
f’nl.;rcn;c:_' Ly DT SS l.‘\P( e e
aic ke has na aprion bar o contest
e 2319 ecloctivns,

The lsacer at the Froup, Adu
thrahun and Sen Leader,
Ahmea lawan, who were in the
Uressdenial Villa 1o meet watk
Aulasi, o iarimate hime of che
acuvittes of the graup, said they
I\'T;l"."';" ]l‘-\l"' ;lll\l '}l"l'f 5

nate

Ibrahir said though the issue
of 2019 dsd oor cowe up ar the
mesng, the groap believes Brhar
vam msure Lhe progress, staladity
and prasperity aithe nazion.”

He said; “Well, we came bere
a5 memberss ot the parional
comunittee of the Buhar support
gronn Thiz isan amalpamiation af
abous 189 different support groaps
o b wondand 1o Presidem

1G/INEWS PLATFORM
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Psfn"lm wnada Baluiri aod the APC 1o win the
2015 general elacuon, We have been holding
v this
cauntry, Nigeria. 8o, we thought it =as kigh
Lo wo ot with the Presiden wo otz hon
shousthe activities of the graup.

.Ann, Jiss |~\v||n the problems of
i

“We discussad with hiny abour the plans oo
imgrare the sitcarea i Nigerin My, Prosiden
was vory plased with our progromenes.”

Nushedd af thw group was Irviog o veavance
kim to contest the 2019 Pressdenual elactiorn,
[brahim said, *Well, tha: dide't coms up
wnzlly, We only discassed the o
l'v-, a-v;Ju:: 1l .I'Jl; ‘uul.\.\"niu,n[ I,|~;' pron p sl
we didi't go o the 2015 edections,”

cagramanes af

Asked of the provp s poing to encousage
kim. Iorahim said: “Yes. Bacause | heliave in his
philesoply and | balieve he can solve the
protlems of this naian, Fle con ensare the
progross, staladinye and prosperivy of this oatem

Lawaz, vn bis pors said ot s nol eecoph w
kelp a pary win election bur also w support the
government at theday to succeec.

“You know it is aor enaugh w help in
clectiaos Fhe mnatof us did. Tois impaant thar
wo conlinue o support e Presideon aod los
sdonastration avross the pazea as 2 group, thas

12TH NOVEMBER - 30TH NOVEMBER NEWS PLATFORM
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iv whkat we will continue 1o Ju,
“We will contimee wo sdectfy witk and sappon
2l the programmes that this acminissration has
s torward. And 1 helisve that =a have every
justilication 1o be lappy bacaes, The Presiden
compapged on threy waer palliss o ao-
corzuption, fighung the msecurty acxoss the
counury and revitalizing the ecanomy of
N;gr: ia, Ir b
For s adso wo Indieve that Mre, Proscdent sl
Nigerzans have a future beyvord 2019, What he
has starred, by the grace of God. he should be

ahlerocompiere, upro 20207

THas vLNvery go’-;‘,c’l ;-’u.l (RS N

Askedthe areas Tuhari couldimprave upan
e ad ol 2009, Lasaased, "Wl we b
we i tt the wdimizszaton will be desling
with very saccesstully, now thaz we have
econamic recovery and growth plan which
encapsulates crervthing we nsed 12 mave
Nigeeia Jorsasd, Noo tlen Nigorns lav
coutioued o skow Jove for Mr. Presdeot, |
kelisve that we are guing to achieve thase tbl:l;.,s
thar we set tor owrsalves at the moment. I alsa
Lelioac thar the butore is be ;,;' 1anvel I\_\' i R
of G, by 2019, we wonld bave achiveved o
much wn this sdmunistration and Mr. Uresident
will have no aprion but conrinue the frad wark
he has srarred.”

tisalivs
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Hon Yakuby Dogara. Speaker of the House of Representaty

I Speabaer ol ihe Hous, of

Reprasentatives, Rep.

Yaliwbu Drogara, savs
Nigeria's future 5 secured because of
Nigerians' conymirmenr o Gad.

Dogara made the ssseron oo
Wednesday ar the preevear prayer
sesston fur Natooal Brayer Breaklass,
utled “The place of God in nation
sutddiog'’

He said 2z the praver sssion
asganised by Christian Legislarors tha
ol bupe wis not yeo kost for the
COLRTIY.

"hs i e Abrabin's
eacounter with Giod over the fate of
the <ty Sedom and Comorzah, Gad
will intervene Lo save this country.

wase ol

"Whar pives me hape is thar we
have so many people who are
committed @ Gad. The furure of
"lh -
Ny

s socural

“We have a vern brighe future, o

hase grear army o leadess i this

conntry," be sard.

Reading tram rhe baok of Isaiab
6012, D rged all Nigers s, 1ot
o Gos.

He sud thar it was starad in che
Holy Bible "For :he nation and
kiagdom thas will pos serve rthes shall
perish; wen, those nmations shall be
urerhr wasres.”

”l‘ ,:.l\g.;- ;{J-_:h,u' lrom Rf\l'ojl
Cooper, one af Europe's mast
respes 1l 1||1i:|'-|1i[||-:.|' 15,

His book wiled: “Ue Breukeng of
Narians", warned thar “the 2ix
cemtory  way be oeors™ oo oy
previous time in histary hecase “che

vow Ceolury risks being overrun by
bozh anazchy and rechoology.”

lixe the ids thar only fow of us
are here. Jesus wasn'ta G of a coowd.
[le chase teor, almost all of them
suncessiul Professsonals,

“Luaxe wis 2 pavacan, Matksw an

a0 |1Il',p.'l\" sond oo LRLLELRLRIEE

snpocsst l‘ 7‘!\‘“IIIL'I,IIIII',!;"I"

“Every change or sevolution has always been
pramatea fewr change agents tary
adaptors. Bulss of the people alwayy come Lier,”
he szared.

ana

The speaier argued that "oo ution e be
builr withaut G3od =ho 15 the scurce, foundation,

\”Il‘.':'l.fl: Alll'.\nﬂ; Aa"l SN .]rl.\l&.\::.l’\‘

“Lae cmwes o which we bve, oullions have
watwched the eftoms af Americe, Brirain and the
Uneted Natons (o rebuild Buser, Alphaoisiaz,
Iraqand othar strugpling countnes.

Whide i is shocking 1o see the desastanzon
acd subfering caused by war.

It his alsn beea sabenng o witress the
difliculies, nestoitons aod weingues that have
accampaniad chese humandriven am e
Dlcrvent o] ccdd i wine annhous
have heer abused and exploned "

T2 aonad thar failing nations and audnaeal
deciine had made natzon building a major concern
in oer word teday,

JAwcordiog 1o ke, thore B aw shortige of
e dates willing to tackle tha chllenge.

“Communists. sacialises,
dictators and democracies and even relusous
leadars bave all wriod rhaiv hand ot selsiog rhess

probleos,

nonir “'ﬁ,’;l’.l,

“Yez none have tound che key far building
Irut', 1) .,u'\\'ul n;ll;:-u\ - | \_:i'u'.s._';u::. |:I.|\‘1;Jl:t"

COUNLTIES.
“All nations taday ase struggling, wath rhair

prcular problezes, thus, aocondugg to i, ol
Cingd descend tram heaven tovebaile this natinn?
W Gad sl angels v sebsuhd v o

Crow dedn't da ot tsrael and He won'z do it for
e

“1as resporsaibdity zests on our shoulders
ard whesher we succsed ar nor depend an tha
suuree ol uur wisdonn,

“Wichaur Goed nothing works. Excepr we aze
hack in oor Eden, we cannes acs :‘-ml‘tl'.i' the sk
of mation ultiog,” he sad.

The Narional Prayer Rreaktisr 5 arganisea
atruaily oo tbe bt Thuealay of G moed and
Vice President Yemi Osinbayn 15 sxpaczed o
delieer the somovm at Ve maoceveot on Tharsalay
in Abuza.
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2019: Buhari’s Supporters
Attacked Sule Lamido's
campaign rally in Jigawa

LJI!‘Puihll

rally of Alhaj

Sule Lamido,

former Jigawa governor
and presideatial hopeful
an the piulﬁ)nu of the

Proples Demucratic Party
(PDI), was attacked by
thugs on Wednesday,
October 25, The Sun
re‘:pml\.

The mayhem
reportedly  began  when

Lamido decided to address
his supporters after
wspecting his campaign
office i1 Kaduna.

The hoodlums
allegedly descended on the
gathering just alter the
lormer governor blasted
the Buhart administration
for its poor haadliag of
tiic country.

The thugs reportedly
came tn braadishing
and
an

VATIOUS
inflicted
Lamida'ssupporters,

As the
unfolded, journalists
reportedly zook to their
heels, while dignitaries
triecd to notify the relevant
security  agencies about
the incident,

weapans,
harm

attack

During his blistering
specch  against Buhart,
Lamido had stated: “When
ey s pc’.zct: in Nigeria
Ohery secl! b oo 1uq'.v.'.em
anil growth; whor there i«
.\f:“lnhr}', m"bt CAR INUCEL

18 NEWS PLATFORM

Sule Lamido, Former Governor of Jigawa State

"Tivkzy  there in
Nigerra bcanse oy chens

Hend, We ave busy maligning each
otber, delmanizing each other and

Al inle each oider.

7 :’m.‘ai}‘."i.' y
J cannnr

"Niperian governniens wit! mock
yend i you cons ;:'.' i IE T am wailing
my ‘r.\"n'\"r wnld T Suele sahai o iy
profjem? 7‘1"; 15 he m;.--gnrwrwrwn'
that people bave boen mocked for

EXPTERS sf.".] theiy ‘opi Hio,

“We bave been demonized bocosse
of oiy apinion. Wewill not sticciimb,
bevasse tns i owe cosreiry. We shall
revies Nigera,

"Tinday, ey dave turned Nigevia

i a theatve, Pegple have been denonized and
mackes: so, [ arm telling you the yoxths, the futyre
75 Y0NS,

T oeld m.?.'. tolemate amry Yosth  smoSing
MAYRURTE, Crandising STovas or CLlases oy am
LR POV,

“Voday Nigeria 15 tusically gone because onr
chemstyy 5 et Blending. 1here is so mnch bate
and demonisation and persecaition ssech) chat you
ave rm.;,‘acn“nmax 2 Nigevian i yor ave tn APC.

“If you are tn POP, they see yo as dirty, a
ronge, Mael and Boko Havarn ared il e AT
gowernmment 35 a croation of PDP becasse 1t wwas
concerved by some of our men, Minws POP, APC
comeldn "t bave been in poiver.”
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Osinbajo condemns criticisms

Sdys

nobody will Isiamise Nigeria

jee President, Prof, Yeam Osinbajo, said thas 1w unposable for anyoae 1o Llacise
Nigeria, as claimed by Christian intereses. Fe also nared thas many peopie loak tor
Tslanic ar;‘l'l'\';‘ everywloscas i they were lull_-L:llu'ﬂl demans

L ke Puzch rvponts tbas Osinbojo, whe was sperkang io Lages va Friday, October 27 dunog e
CGreater Nigeria Pastors Consersncs convensd by Apastle Wale Adefamasin and Rev. Abayom:

2 of the grotlern i bhe failuve o Chnistian leaclship to ke its viphtind plaze. 'We
IS G2 SAeEhing e calt riv Felamnic agemde. W laak fav it covrpsdvie o (F sae ave laabing

S gl i,

il (0 omed Weave (oo diweaed as Chivstsans (o
¢ o oo,

1 . y
"Haryuvery iy toe Comistian aunke. A s ey

Aasean gy, Tov ey (o Uy ieniny ana prozress of Wigevia is

coarding 1a lim, there weers an plans 1o Tshamise Nigeria theaszh the Sukik baad or she

countzy s membershap of the
Islamic Develoamen: Banlk.

Mo thar
Nigemin, oy matons ol the
world inclodicg the United
Stawes at Anwerictand the TTaited
Kooz Jud also vrmbraced e
swstem as a vesult of its
‘lll"j‘l."b.’i.‘.'l‘l‘ nere,

He saud: “The SuboX s an
Iilamic cuncepe. wheeh smakles
poopkr oo have access to cvedin, Ts
s sty Jike o Tond, The

said Apeart fram
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US, UK, Cluoa, Sveth Adrica kave ol veod the Subok, Chue there s
money in the markec, lec us not get seaumental. The most importact
thingislon asraose those mories woll,

aneryt anel
T n’uu :\”"’
.uvm l

Summe peuple say there e sunne inddvn hirig an (i
rht e cay Jv. -»-:\’\.u) is ;\.-l ng o u‘c.:a‘ W5 Y. h"wd Flaw uild

)
Ll ) o-_& J
WYL :"u;.;vmit-v;. pancal sistens.
Kk

fank was ~\43-|n( \l'zu,-q.-h,-»x..'

think :msrmumws. ratlem. I
“Nigeria dvcamie @ meniivy af tie Ielaviic Devalagmens

S NN (0 SEL ay dirswor m' 1 ¥

cond perron 1o st as @ director it cavrent finence punister, Kemi
Sk af river o O istians, So, saivn peapls sl alinae flaseis

i 2005 unad

Adensys, asid
e, suimetsames g lost

Wt or .'.vr-vr"'ﬂrr('

“The povsan w
wnts o CaisEiaens, s o gry e vow
o i e delamiic Sank Slus wont Buban' m
AN Sxying Uiings. Tt v alf, NN piasr sl

wha drapht ws fate ty 2k irnora
Foanof Niaeres ot fosorh
We

Airsavyy 1f

e tersan
¢ sherebhuolc

WU DT L

~\"/'5 a M\-- i fank Lrapais wrornil,

-

Loy .’L
v .nu"'\'m‘.‘l‘."}. J
Osnlbaje alse spoke on the wase of o unoer Chuowan of (he

I'residen=ial ‘Task Force an Pension Refarms. Andulrashesd Mainz, who

weas discowesad ta have i the Foderal Cisdl Servic %

he had earlier fled the counry i 2012 after corruption charges were
broughragainst him by the Feannmic and Financial Crimes Comacissinn,
Tl vivw

cruminals 1o 5o undetected,

pe SR uy gt (Sere 10
3

b o
2 o mvedlens woith this. We e
TS A8 EP IRGSE

SRS J0v v

byocn teinstaad ifros

poosident s the covotey’s systen wade 1 possible Lo:

“Tf wox -‘-mé 1 ARy Brisent fodoval srywcisre, i i dvesipned 10 sach

e saia:

1 N o ST !
vef

w o

er

“Whai Badvers didd anarslialely be hearal ol the i Gy

20|NEWS PLATFORM

12TH NOVEMBER - 30TH NOVEMBER

NEWS PLATFORM

fow st J,.l,'"\w'\c.‘ ava craeved fis ms-"l; genend, R i the
vight shing 1o do. As fov sedar ! B, 60 sy lave fo

. i -
WA AN MY

Osinbayey zocusec the country's elite of working

i ainsr the progaess ol the countey

While valling oo cttizens o support e cursent
wdministration in it fighe iNsT corruption, the vice
'uw;-'rnl sand thn Nigeoa wasan the theeinld of bisary
and would spon fulfi its full otential.

R
& a: RENT ST /1 ialp oy,

TTa said: “We npast ded wioh covenpricn docisionty. Jt i

e oy ."r..'-'z'z'“.ér';' vt 0t e Spedes vt ioesd ,".1-.'- B hiarie vl

afso rafiz feaders ma‘ Poupie i the privatesecror, We mause
2 dvel LR ring 'v\u-;"o-'. wna Ot SN !

aal leaders (oday. Many
trial rspacti e,

!("r"lt'-.'n‘ oy ft s {l

N ey Taki e from ad

TV 35 noy MEOon on 'Jiv"c':i-' P Gr i garh e manid

sreR e svcler (e w -"é;";( af’

«
ROV O, «'o. uew... s iz

'T.‘A"’p e '-n‘.'ﬁ\"”, u".'ﬂ.'c'\li 2ol T wrade i seds c'.":-"‘G ey

im serevee oF seyresmanny et leclers of sicasawy soveiies
i LoT CRTTUEEION NS RO vedigrions. ;KOnicicy ar

VEraIuTS

nLe, 5.

aiher Lo

ve miteat; ey oy for

1’;\-.' an

"Corvag elemenis i onrsociely

. Crrvuption
me 10 et We cam Iecommie o LTI S st
fetpra™

DRI EF s i Q»-J.w-.'.") rhe v
TN

B ENTRCEEEN Ratinn in i ey M
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Rt.

Yakubu

t. Hon. Yakubu Dogara was born in December

1267 in Bauchi State, where he had his primary

and secondary educntion hetore hending m the
Linversity ofJos in TOR2 10 study L,

He currently represents BogoraDassTalawa-Balewa
Federal Constitucney. and is serving his third torm as a
federal lnwmnker, atter fivst being elected in 2007,

Vducation

Has educiabion began i 1976 ol Gwimmgah Promasry
School in Bauchs stae. In 1982, he proceeded Lo the Bauchi
Teachers' College for his sccendary cducation, and
obtained 0 Grade I Teachers' Certiticate in 1987,

In 1988, he went on {0 the Uiniversity of Jos, Plitean
State, from where he obtsined o Bachelor of Law {1113
Honsddegree in 1992, He then proceeded 1o law school and
was eventually called to the Bar in 1993,

He loter obtnined a Masters (LLM) in Internationnl
Commercial [aw e Robert Gordon Lintversily, Aberdeen,

12TH NOVEMBER -
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30TH NOVEMEER

Hon.

Dogara

Scotland.

In 2006, he sttended @ course on Munagmg and
Leacding Sirstegie Change and in 2013, he completed
anuther course on Negotiation at the Oxfoed Univeesity. In
2014, he went en to the Harvard Keanedy School for vet
another course on Lendership.

- .y -

ANer graduating Fom the Bauein Teschers' College,
fie ook wp emplovment in April T988 as & teacher at the
ATBU Staff School in Bauchi. In 1993, duning the
mandatory National Youth Service Corps, he scrved ot
NCCT, Akwu Joom state, and upon completion of the
NYSC programme in 1994, be went min private legal
practice until 2005 when he was appointed Special
Assistant o the then Minister of State for Transport.

He held this position until 2006, when he decided to
contest to represent the BoporodDassTetiown-Balewn
constiluency al the Federal House of Representalives, His
bid proved successful and he has been & member of the
House sinec 2007,
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4 BASIN ROAD. OGBOJA- OGOJA. CROSS RIVER STATE

The Exccutive Scecretary

National Judiciary Service Commission
Supreme Court Complex

Abuja

Sir,

E- ELECTION PETITION TRIBUNAL IN CROSS RIVER STATE 2015 FOR HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVE OGOJANYALA FEDERAL CONSTITUNCY/! DEMANDING

-\ND F'IFTHY \‘l" l IO‘J NAIRA! -‘\"\
P, \Nl'..l. TO HEAR AND Dbll'.RM_lI\L MY 2015 ELECTION PETITION ARISING

FOR ’\I'HO 000 000 (QF\"FN HUNDRFD

FROMTHE NATIONALAND STATE HOUSE OFASSEMBLY ELECTION

1, Theahove subject matter refers.

2, TAKPANG ADE OBI ODU, male, retired
Army Major, Politiciun, former Nigerian
Ambassador to South Korea, One time Hon.
Commissioner, Cross River State Ministry of
Works, ITousing and Transport, Christian and
vitizen of the Federal Republic of Nigeria now
residing at Obi Odu Estate, No.4 Basin Road,
Abakpa, Ogoja and a native of Adagon,
Odajie- Mbube in Ogoja Local Governmenl
Area Cross River State,

3 1 contested the House of
Represenlatives Election under the platform
of Lahour Party during the recently concluded
2015 general elections and further lodged a
petition before the National and State House of
Assembly Election Tribunal holden in Calabar
on the 17"April 2015, The petilion was
however, dismissed on technical grounds on
the 5" of August 2015.

4.  lwent furtherto the -%p;wal Court toseck
redress but the appeal was again dismissed by
the Appeal Tribunal holden in Calabar on the
20" of September, 2015.

5. However, it then come to my notice that
the Election Tribunal (Pancl One) thal deall
with my matter was not properly constituted
according to law as regards qualification of the
Chairman who is a Judge of the Cuslomary
Court of Appesl from Taraba State which
negates the sixth schedule of the 1999
Constitution as amended that expressly
provides: The Chairman Shall be a Judge
ofthe High Court.

6. Consequently, all proceedings from the

National and Stale Assembly Election
Petition Tribunal Chaired hy Justice C.
Awubra sitting as (Panel One) which
dismissed my petition on technical grounds
arc a nullity and so are the Appeal Tribunal
decision also a nullity. See Annexnre A heing
judgment by the Tribunal (Panel One)
disgqualifying themselves,

7. Onthef" Oct 2015 I wrote a letter to the
President of the Courl of Appeal and raised
the shove issues in order that necessary action
be taken to cause my matter to be heard by a
competent court, see Annexures B and C the
response [rom the President of the Court of
Appeal which was dated 12" Oct 2015 and I
have since then been very traumatized
because of the way and manner the President
of the Court of Appeal has used the office as
President of the Appeal Courl Lo inflict
damage to my fundamental human right and
also for laving the foundation for depriving
me and mischievously ensuring thal my
ubove matter was not heard before any
competent court or Tribunal. And
deny me any opportunity for fair
hearing,.

8. As it stands, no 'I'ribunal was set up to
hear and determine my election petition in
Cross River Slate consequently Lhe
disqualification of the Chairman of the
Tribunal who is a Judge of a Customary
Court of Appeal in Taraba State of
Nigeria and not a Judge of the High
Court as required by the Constitution,

q, The President of the Court of Appeal
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cannot claim ignorance of the above and yet
wrote Annexure B even when I raised the issue of
the disqualilication of the Chairman ol the
Election Tribunal and the Hon President of the
Court of Appesl still had ample time to setup a
Tribunal to properly handle my Election Petition
Malter as required by law bul to no avail.

10. 1 contended that the position the
President of the Court of Appeal took was
offensive to the tenets of constitutional
democracy, rule of law and my well-being not
given o thought to my rights as a human being
whaoisentitled for justice and fair hearing,

11. The President of the Court of Appeal
exhibited acts that were very unjust; never
conveved cerlainty for justice and as the guacdian
of the rule of law up to the Appeal Court, was also
not only Undemocratic, anti-judicial; very
mischievous and most tyrannical. This act led to
the rape of my fundamental human rights as no
remedy has been provided up till-date to enable
me as a Petitioner who throngh no fault of mine
filed my petition timorously to ventilate my
aricvances bul have been deliberately denied and
shut out of justice and the forum provided hy the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to
ventilate myv grievances and get the consequent
Jjudicial remedy.

12. From all indications | stand to be
corrected, The President of the Court of Appeal
deliberately perpetrated illegality with those
Tribunal Panel One Hon. Judges in
collaboration. It is shocking that the President of
the Court of Appeal would indulge in illegalities
in his administrative duties,

13. ILis pertinent to state that the Cross
River State (Pancl One) of the National and
States Houses of Assembly ‘I'ribunal which had a
very high number of Petitions that stood at
twenty-live Petitions; Petitioners suffered the
Biggesl Judicial rape on Judicial
processes that denied Cross Riverians and
never given the opportunity to ventilate
their grievances and I have no doubts that
these actions by the President of the Court

anarchy if not properly handled,

14. Inlact these groups of Justices held
all of us the Litigants under Election Tribunal
{Panel One) to ransom. My Lord T humbly appeal
that we must never again allow any group to hold
the Nation; parlicularly Cross River Slate Lo
ransom under whatever guise.

15. Basking on the change slogan
which is not a campaign gimmick a promise
by President Muhammadu Buhari that must
be kept. I humbly wrote on the 12" Jan 2016
to then Chief justice of Nigeria and

Chairman of the NJC and requested thal the
above matter be thoroughly investigated. It
is on the above bases I felt the Chief Justice
of Nigeria and Chairman of the NJC would
have had cnough Lime Lo invesligate my
petition as contained in Annexure A, and
respond to my appeal but unfortunately up
till date thev has been no response the
reason forthis letler,

1. Furthermore the vexed issue of
corruption amongst judicial officers once
again took the center-stage at a
thanksgiving service organized for My
Lordship The Chief Justive of Nigeria at the
Methodist Church, Nigeria, and Abuja
Diocese. The occasion afforded My
Lordship an opporfunily (o bare his mind
on this matter that 15 questioning the
integrity of the judiciary in the country.

17, To check the problem, My Lord
The Chiel Justice ol Nigeria advised
Nigerians to petition the National Judicial
Council (NJC) on the corruption and other
unprofessional conduct of judges. My
Lordship also advised the people to Lake
advantage of relevant inslitutions and
repart all allegations of corrupt practices
against judges, instead of smearing the
inage of the judiciary with unsubstantiated
allegations in the mass media.

18, In retrospective becanse I never
wanted my matter to be a media affair; then
the seemingly cover up with no response or
even an acknowledgement.

19. ‘The matter no doubt is a high
wired conspiracy and rascality of the first
order on the part of the President of the
Courtl of Appeal and the three Judges of the
Klection Tribunal (Panel One) who are Hon,
Justice O. A Adenivi; Hon. Justice C, D,
Awubra and Hon Justice J, U, Ovomirewho
sal and master minded the rape and
assassination of my Petition in Cross River
State tofavourthe PDP Candidate.

20, It is unfathomable that the
President of the Court of Appeal has decided
to return the country to anarchy in a rather
brazen and bizarre manner, Itis not a case of
oversight or lack of knowledge of the
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President of the Court of Appeal or on the part
of the Trihunal Judges who no doubt knew that
their composition frem day one was
unconsbitutional; bul a mischievous, deliberale
and judicial rascality to turmn back the hand of
the clock in the ongoing battle against impunity
and trying erase the maxim thal Democracy
which is based on due process is heing
basterdard by Judicial Officers who have made
up their minds to be unethically minded,

21. The President of the Court of
Appeal and the three Judges of the ‘I'ribunal
have succeeded in denving the fundamental
rights of Lhe Cross Riverians Lhrough
authoritarianism and rascality. They have
denied me and my constituents theright to vote
and be voted; as earlier stated these actions
brazenly manipulated against the wish of my
people.

22, The President of the Court of
Appeal and the three Judges of the Tribunal
failed to play their rale as impartial and neutral
arhiter and no doubt allowed PDP in Cross
River State Lo use Lhem as pawns in their quest
for power and thus defiled the constitution and
the law of the land in a manner that demands
concrete action; investigation and equally meet
my humble demand.

23. During this period of waiting and
demanding for justice I have been very
Lraumaltized because of the way and manner
the President of the Court of Appeal has used
the office as President of the Appeal Court to
inflict damage to my fundamental human right
and also for laying the foundation for the very
many misfortunes that equally affected my
business and have since left me unfocused and
my health condition [urther deteororated.

24. The high wired conspiraey by
the President of the Court of Appeal and
the Tribunal Judges is still shaking the
fabries of our Constilution;
CrossRiverians and my humble self are
stilland remain in shock.

25. 1 am compelled at this juncture to
raise this matterin view of the fact that they has
been no response to my letter dated 6" Oct
2015 where [ raised many issues which no
doubt would be attended to this time as |
cannol continue Lo wail in vain . In the light of
the foregoing I do hereby call on The National
Judicial Commission our highly esteemed
Institution to use its good offices to look into
the matter to forestall any future ocenrrence.
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Am aware of the stand of the NJC to take the
Judiciary to its enviable height, 1 nrge The
N.JC to act accordingly with a view to hring an
end to thisissue raised shove.

26-: PRAYLERS-:

a. Inthelightoftheabove I humbly request
the National Judicial Service Commission to
invoke the provisions of the remedies for
unconslitutional administralive and judicial
acts to make it possible for my DEMAND
FOR N750, vou,o00 (SEVEN HUNDRED
AND FKIFTY MILLION NAIRA) AS
DAMAGES FOR THE NON
CONSTITUTION OF ANY ELECTION
TRIBUNAL PANEL TO HEAR AND
DETERMINE MY 2015 ELECTION
PETITION ARISING FROM TIHE
NATIONAL AND STATE IIOUSE OF
ASSEMEBLY ELECTION AND FOR THEIR
DAMGES tobe met.

b. A written apology from the president of
the Court of Appeal for the very inhumanly
and unfair treatment inflicted on my Person
and all those associnted with me.

¢, We remain very loyal and law abiding
citizens and believe very strongly in the rule
oflaw and vourleadership.

With highest regards

AMBASSADOR
ObDU

AKPANG ADE OBI

EXTERNALACTION

‘The Chief Justice of Nigeria
Supreme Court of Nigeria
Supreme Court Complex
Abuja

The Hon Minister of Justice and Allarney
General of the

Federal Republic of Nigeria

Federal Ministry of Justice

Abuja

The Hon President Court of Appeal
Appeal Court of Nigeria

Three Arms Zone

Abuja

The Special Assistant to the President
On Criminal Prosecution

Federal Ministry of Justice

Abuja
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aina the first
person thar was fired
for corruption thac
Buhari has brought back to
government. Fere are a few | can

isn't

'i‘lllt‘.”llf("

1. AbduRahman Danbazzau
was lired as chiel of army stalf fer
corrupt practices 1n purchasing of
arms and gas been appointed
miniszerof interior by buhart

2. Mohammed Barkinde

remaved as NNPC MDD by
varadua lor stealing buge kickbacks
from oil and and been appointed as
Nigeria's Secretary General to opec
by Buhari

3 Acp Zakar:i Bui, a
accused and dismissed for aiding

was

lhr le

man

l)ilk“ I‘I.IT.{!II ki”g!)ill kél?il’ll Sl)l‘\l?ll."

t escape from  detention
reinstated and promoted by bubari,

4. Abdul Rasheed Maina, 2 man
that ran away since 2014 and has

been declared wanted by efce for

Wwas

embezzlement of N2bn pension

funds have been reinstated  as
deputy director minisiry of
interior,

5., Ahmed Gambe Salekh,
Registrar of che Supreme Court. Lle
stole N2.2ba belonging 10 the
Sul:rc't'xr court and was caugal red
handed and fire, today  Ahmed
Saleh has now been
the secretary of the
monitoring corruption

Gamba
appointed
commitzce
trials,

. Whar about umipre Sylva?
Ower 44 houwses seized |:_',' fg has

been returned 1o him, This 3s 4 man

President Mubammad Bubari

wil ll MO snnwn I)IL\'.HR".\S(I.

Tzan goonmand on listing names,

Buhar recall on Maina is a sign thar any Gost ao maner how
reckless or irresponsible can be called to order by Citizen Power. [ have
no doubt in my mind though that the man's brazen recall was
orchestrased an the highest levels of governanve in owr country. T have
no confidence also tn the fight against Carruprion based on many
instances of “sec no evil; hear no evil” displaved so far by Buhari, the
highest office in the land could have been infiltrated by rats, it's
|:(|.~.\i|']r.‘.|u'.hr-

Maina scems to my mind to be another victim of che powes-play in
this same highes: oftice with Buhari as che umpire ho has lost his
whistle, The entertainment frum what should be a dignified office

CONLIMWES 1O amiuse us as Ihr, um])::r

ady rats in hurman form alsothrive there,
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Sack indicted government officials
- APC chieftains tell President Buhari

ome chiefrains of the All
Progressives Congress (APC)
have said the integrily ol
Presidear Mubsmmadu Bulawd is gow u
doubt following his fathure 10 sacls indicred
severnment ollicials i his sdmimstration.
Speaking m scparate mterviews with
the Munch, the chieftains called on she
president 1o sack the suspended secretary
1o the povermmenmt of the federation
Bahachir Lawal, the suspended execurive
secretary ol the natinnal health fnsurance
scherne, Usmon Yusuf, aod the suspended
director-general of rthe natianal
mtellipence apency, Aye Oke, Lo save hix
anti-prafowag.
One of the chiefrains in Adamawa
state, Mark Wosd, saad from all indications.
Bubiari was foot-dragping on the isswes

because the men involved wwere his
Toyalists.

“You can't keep telling us you ase
fighting coerruprion while there are

correptinn  allegatinns agsinst prople
around vou and vet vou can't do anvihing
ahoutir,

This on'y means you are the facher of
corruption, The inwprity of President
Muhammadye Bukart is nowr in doubr with
all these frand cases under his nose”™ he
sasd

Araothertop parcy member wrho serves
asthe chairman, Howse of Representatives
comuitee on justice, Razag Atunwa,
called on rhe president o sack and
prosecuts the affected government
officials.

He said: “If someone has comnurted a
financial erirne or frand, he mase not only
be dismissed from office but be mude 10
facethe music, Ir iz forthe court ro decide if
the person is gwilty of that nifence or nor”

A APC chieltain in Ogun state, Chief
Bade Mustapha, said he would expect she
presidenc sack the officalsinyndved 3F they
were indicted by the reposts,

“We don't need this kind of suspense
now. It s capable nf bringing Presiden:
Mebasmade Bubiae s sdministeaion o
disrepute,” he said,

“He (Buhari) is allowing the Peoples
Democrane Pasty 1o Jave a lield day su
sccusing the APC of shizlding corrupr
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people, whether sightly or
wrongly, 'hisicahigchame.”

Tt is high titne the President
ook the bull by horas. Since he
has made pronouncements in the
gase ol the Abdulrashesd Maina (a
formes chairman of the
Presidensial Task borce an
Pansion Relurm) by sacking fum,
L should alse do the same thing
on Lawal, Yusufand others”
Shehu
Sand has sid that there are e
indicarions thay che President
Mubammada Buhari
sdministration has been hijacked
by a cabal wha are holding the

Meanwhile, Senator

president hostage
I'he senator representing
Ruduna cencral, mude the statement
whea speaking on the perdormance
of the Buhari administration in an
interview with Guardian on Friday,
October 27, Saai stated that aou-
corruprion rths
adinintseration had fallen short of
the ability 1o wddress the
fundamental problems undermining

crusade of

povernment's policies.

Sant stared that anti-corruption
crusade of rhe administration had
fallent short of the mability o
address the fuadamental problems
nndermining government s policies.

President Mubammadi Bubari
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56 YEARS OF FIGHTING
CORRUPTION IN NIGERIA

he mnsr talked abour any ropic

w Nigeriateday is corre prion, It

bus becomne the most wlked
about topic hecauss in Nigeria the best way
TO DAgE ANY WAL AZAMST FOUL eACMIY IS o
socuae ki or ber ol corruption, In every
election in the country the first manifesto to
ger the support of the public isto ralk shour
corruprion and wll the maton bow you
intend o light the scourge. Nigenans have
the mindset thar all pubbe officers are
cormpt, they only aced someonc o declare
it oand there might be a mob sction.
[neutentally taa, corruption in Nigeria has
wibal, Religious, Regional and Partisan
coloration, Aa setivity amount (o
corruption ooly il cur opinion leaders say it
15 carruption atherwise it amonns 1o
perseocution.

As 2 patriese Nigena [ have decided 1o
ance again discuss the sssue of cormprion 1o
the countey as the corrent adouiaistration of
Pressdent Muhammada Buhbari and the All
Progressives Congress [APC] have been
celebratiog their war on corruption aod
want Nigerians o celebrate the war with
them even when it has not transformed cheir
lives or put foed an theirrable

Ditterence prople across the country
have ziven their own opimion on whar
should be done o corrupt  officials, Some
kave said corrupt olfic should  be
executst, some sven sad cormupt officials

zals

President Mubammady Bubari

From Vincent Epwogvengi

should be banacd for e from heldicg any
pubbc office. But to the APC and the
government their fight against corriprion is
meant 1o discredit the immediate past
Adiminastraton o Goodluck Jonathan  and
wse 3t 1o Xill the P permanently.

Aw not going o join issues sath thess
aryuments but to remind Nigerans that there
was a time in this country when armed robbers
were executed, Wecalled it ihe bar beach show
then, They were executed i bur beach in
Lagos. Bus it did nos end armed rabbery in the
Countey,

[ will only give a literature review of the
VR

fight againss corruprion in Nigeria since 1940

and allow Nigerians 1o judge.

Chambers T'wentieth Cenrury Dictionay
defines corruption o mean, 10 make the
purity, o tunt, 1o debase, 1o spotl, 1o destroy
the purity of, we pervert. to brbe from  the
above definition Corraprion is nar just abous
stealing money. corruption iecludes rigging of
an election, cheating during. examinations.
Nepotism, Match fixing erc.But in Niperia
corruption simply means stealing public funds,
and the oaly pesson that can find you quilty ol
corruption is nat the courts or the [udiciary buz
the leadership of political parties arher than

yvour own.  Corruption allegations and wars

hive bheen on in Nigeria as [ar back as
Independence in 1960, Every successful

Dr. Goodinck Jonathan, former president

government alwavs
arcused the nther of
corsuption. One ot the
reasons why the lirst
milicary  coupists senuck
was bocause they accused
the politicians of the fizst
Republic of corruptzon.

Corruption, though
prevalent, was kept at
manageahle levels during
the First Republic,
However, the
corruption  during the
perind were somerimes
clovded by political
izbfighting.

v ol

i Azilerwe was the
Lizst muajor politicad ligure
investigated for
questionable pracrices, In
1944, a firm belongiag o
Azikiwe and [amily
bought a Rank in Lagos.
The bank was procured to
strengthen local control
of the finanaal industey,
Albeir, a regort abour
rsactions  carried  out
by the bank showed
though Az:kiwe kad
resigned as chasrman of
the bank. the current
chairman was an agent of
his, The vepory wrote thar
st of Lie paid-up capival
of the African
Conrinenral Bank  were
Lrom the Esstero Regiosnal

Financal Corporation.

Il In western
Nigeria,
pulitician
Adegoke
Adclabu was
investigated
fallnwing
chavges of
puliticval
corruption
eveled apainse

bim bs che
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opposition, The repore led o
decand for his resignation as
distzict vovnetl head.

1 In the Northern region,
agsinst the backdrop of
corruption wliegarivis levelod
against some oative authority
nfficials in Barnu., The
Northern Gavernmens
caacted the Customary
Presents order o lurestall any
further breach of regulations.
Later on, it was che Brivsh
administeation that was
accused ol corrupt practices in
the resulls ol elections which
enthroned a bulant polinzl
leadership in Kano, reporrs
later linking the Britsh
authorities to electoeral
irregulartiss wers discovered.

The immediare reasons for the firsr-

coup, howeves, conceraed the
mutionwide disillustomoent with the
corrupt and selfish politicians, 25 well as
with their inability ta matnrain lawr and
arder and guarantee the safery of lives
aad propesty. Ducing the i stages,
Newogwr and his collaborutors were
hailed as natinnal herces. But the
partern of killings in the coup gave ima
pastisiil appeacince: Xilled were the
prime  mivister, & aortherner, the
premier of the Norhern Region, and
the highest-ranking norharn army
officers; oaly one Ipbo officer Jost his
lile, Abso Killed was the preusier of the
Western Regton who was closely allied
wch rhe NI'CL

Corrugtion tor the most put of
Yakubu Guwoen's admioistration was
kept away from public view unt:l 1975,
lowever, informed officials vwoioed
copceras  Critics said Cowen's
governors wcted Jike lords overseeing,
their persanal Sefdom. He was viewed
astimid, faced with corripr slameanrsin
his goverament,

In 1975, a corruption scandal
surraunding the imponatior. of cement
cagulfed many officials of the defense
wiisiy and the ceatesl bank of
Nigera. Ollicials weee Tater accused ol
falsifying ships manifestas and inflating,
rheamount of cement wa be purchased.

Duzing the Gowon adutiistcation.
twe individuals o che middle belt ol
the counncry were accused of
corcuption. The Nigerian governmear

|
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Yar' Adsa, Formey President

contrnlled the newspapers, the Daily Times
andthe New Nigerian gave greas publicity 1o
denuvaciations of the administeation ot
Gomwalk, and Federal Commissioner
Juseph Tarka by the two erides. A sitwetion
which may signal a cause for exigens action
QR COrmIpTicn,

On July 350, 1975, Brigadier {ater
General) Muhzmmed was made head of
stare, when General Gowmon was
overtuown while w1 an Oiganization ol
Alrican Univy (OAT) summit in Kaunpala,
Uganda. Brigadiers Obasanje (ster Le
Geaeral) and Darnjuma (lazer Ly, Geaeral)
were agpoifited a5 Chief of Statf, Supreme
HO and Cliel ol Arosy Stall, respectively.
In the coup d'état that brought him to poser
ke intraduced the phrases ‘Fellaw
Nigerians” and "with immediare effoct” 1o
the patonad lexicon. Inwshort tme, Mustala
Mubkammed's polices won  him broad
popular supporz, and his  decisivenass
elevared him rarhe starnsaf 2 folls hera,

O of tus Hrstacts was to scrap the 1973
census. which was wrigheed in favor of the
north, and 1o revert ta the 1943 conns for
official purposes, Murtala Mubammad
renoved top ledecal and stane ollicals 1o
break links with che Gowon regime and to
restare public confidencs in the federal
government, More than 12,00C public
oflicials and cuployees were  dismissed
without benelits. on account of age, health,
mcompetence, aor malpracties, The purge
affected the civil sernce, pediciary, pelice
and azmed forces, diplomatic seevice, public
curpoerations, and univessities. Sommwe
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officials were hromght to ezl on
clarges of corruprion, 11c also
begar the demobilization ol
102,200 troups from the swallen
ranks of the armed forces.

During Oluscpun Olusanjo
first  pulitary  administration
there wers allepations af
corruptiaon against his
Adoviaisteation, The most talked
about at Lt tane was the alleged
missing of SZ.Ebillion missing oil
MOFEY, AN CAUITY Was ot up. At
the cod of the day 4 ceposter with
the Nigersa Television Doza
Thedu was sacked [or having the
awdacity wo aw the nows a on a
Narional Tzlevicion,

The Orst adminisradon of
Olusegun Obasanin was a
continuatien of the Murrala
Mohanuned administration, sd
was Jocused on completing the
transitinn program to
democracy. as well as
implemenriag the national
development plans. Mujor
projects inciuding building new
refineries, pipelinss, expanding
the natianal shipping and airlines
as well as hosting FESTAC was
done dusteg the admiosstraion.
A number of these natipnal
projects were conduits o
distribute tavers aod carich
counected politicians. The
famons Afrobeat musician, Fela
Kati, sang varicusly ahouz majer
scandals involving the
isternational
telecommunicatton Hem ITT Jed
by Chief MRO Abinlz in
Nigeria, which the then ead of
State, Cen Oluscgun Obusanjo
was wssociated with, In addition
o this, the Operation Feed the
Narien Program, and rhe
associated land grab under the
Land Use Derce unplonerted
by the then Head of State wis
used a5 conduits o reward
cronics, and his now  famous
Ot Faroe Nigesia (OFN}  os
Operation Fool the Nation
LOEN] was supposscily a prajest
borne cur of this sccandal.

Olusegun Obasanjo handed
aver the mantle of leadership to
Alhap Shehu Shagari in 1979,
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This was regarded a5 the sscond Republic in the counsry. ‘There wers so
many all=garions of cormption during the Republic, chare were allegations
of vice scandal erc.

In December 1983 there was a bloodless Military coup Jed by the then
General Muhammade Buhar, Genersl Buoban arrested zlmaost zl0 the
Polivictans Chat held public ellice. This included Meinisters, Guvernors e,
cvea the Miltary was oot Left out a5 1o sonior wilitary officers who
headed the Narional Yourh Service Comps [N YSC] were Gismissad and senr
w le tmprisonment, Special Military Tribupals were set up o oy the
politicians and they were all tovod gutliy aod sent 10 various prison
sentences from raeaty five vaars e Ife imprisnament, Therse were
however doubts a5 to the integnty of the War an corrantion and
Lndiseislce which was liunched to 1984, Former governur of old Beade]
state Professor Ambrase Ali, a Professor of Morbid Avaomy was
sentenced o life imprisonment for stealing an ameunt thar was less than
one million Naiza, At the toe the man died Later it was discovered tat be
had vo personal Louse any where o the wosld, o fact  the military
administraror of Bendel srare ar thar nme had re boild 2 house for him in
Ekpoma where he ways bured. The governor was so moved thac he had to
pae the ssane Uiversity, Aunbrose AL Univessity, This was somcone
thar was sentra life imprsanment far coruprion, Tharwasnes all,eventhe
Buhar: Administration then had its own scandal as the a2dminiseranion could
nol explaie ow 33 suil cases entered the couniiry durdng the currency
CHCAANECS

GCeocral  Bulua: humsell wus overtheown by Geners] Ibrahim
Babangida in a palace coup in 1985, Rahangida did nor maks sny nnise
about fighting corruption bt concencrated on pelicies t kelp the poor.
Thes: include e Peoples Bark, Dircctorate ol Food, Road Infrastructure
[DIFFRI]  and MAMSER.  Tle ser up different Political Reforms
pragrammes, created twa Political [Parses, the Natienzl Republican
Convention (INRC| and the Seaal Demnoceatic Pazty [SDEL THIS he said
w3 1o preveat the vich fzom hijacking vhe Polivical sysiem e also created
the Strucrural Adpssemens Programme [SAP] HIS  Administration was
alse accused of cormapaon especally the alleged swindling of S12b dollars
ail windlall, The bigaest attcangt w discradit sott corruption crussde io the
courtry rock place under shis administrarion, There wis an allegation in
192 that the then first lady Maryam Babangicd: opened the bipgest
boutigue i Fravee and thativ was published i the Ebony Magaeine, There
wasa massive protest in the conorry especially in Tages, nrpanized by some
Civil Sacisty Organisations and studenes under the asgps of Nazianal
Asseaation ol Nigeeia Studeots, 10 was lacer discovercd that the allegations
ws untvue aond that Ebony Magaziac oever published any such story,

Adier Babangida coroe tae Interizo Natooal Covernowent beaded by
Chicf Sanckan. Then  Geaeral Sani Shacha swepr Shonekan aside and
wok over power in 1993, Abacha came and sawd he wanted 1o fight
corruplion and (o give crodibiliny w Lis sdoumdsiration he mnvited General
Muhammadu Bubari 7o be part of his gaverament and mads bim the
Chairman Petroleum Prust Fued [1"T1]. As part af his anti corruption
Lyght, Abacha established tie Money Louodesing Law in 1955, established
the Fatled Bok Tzibusal e 1935 and the Farcipn Exchaage Law wlso in
1995, As part of kis anti corruption fight many banks, morgaged and
finance hauses collapsed,  Despite all these anu corruption fight, Abacha
regiooe 18 teputed 1o be one of the most corzupt zegiow in e country, The
Swiss hank has cantinued 1o return some of the maney stolen fram Nigeria
by Abachz and members of his family.

‘I'he d=ath of the general Sani Abacha revealed the global nasure of grafs.
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Frerch anvestgaoons of bribes pad ta
govermneat elieials w vase the award ol agas
glanr construczion in Nigena resealed the
level of offical graf in the cauntrv. 'The
anvestigations fed to Ui lreeang ol accounts
containing abouvt $120 million United Srares
dallars.

I 2COZ, tao vears alter his death, a Swiss
'.:anl:ing COMPMUISSIoN report indicred Swise
banks lor luling o lollow complisnce
pracess when they allowed Abacha's family
and Lrieads ol access e bis aocoounts wed w
depasic amounes wowhing $407 million US
dollars inzo thea, The sace vear, a wsal of
more than $1 Bilkon US dellars were lound jn
TArIGUS ACCAUNTS ’.l'.roughn:lr Furope.

Aler Abacha regime come General
Abdulsadarnt Abubakar whose interest was
manly o hand aver power to civilian
administeation.

Abdusalami administration was
svecceded by Chicl Olusegur Obasango of
the Peuples Demucratic Party [PDE)
QBASANJCO alse said he was 1o fight
corrption. Hesald ' As tarch bearers the elire
must lead by examples and sheir conducrsand
churactes in both privare and public scrvice
must rellect that spieit of wotad and vodilued
epposition to corrupton and any cnozinal
conduct'

A3 part of his anri carmprion fight Chicf
Qasanjo w01 up the Economic and Futancial
Crime comwmission [EFCC)], THE

Independent Corrupt Practices Commtssion
LICPC].

DUE PROCESS
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Nubw Ribads. Nuby Ribadu
Former EFCC boss
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Ibrabim-Lamorde

Former EFCC Boss Fornmer EFCC Boss

OBFFICESERVIOOM e, the  EFCC
uncter (Ohasarje was hesded by a revired
commussioner of Police Nuhu Ribadu.
Nuhu Ribadu who hecame very popular in
the counury lor dating o barsss aod
jutimidate polucal vilice holders tucluding
Guvernors aod  Llwo  lunner  Inspectur
Geoeral of Police. By the tme Obasano
encded his tenurs Nihu Ribadu seporct
revealed thar all the inenmbent governors at
that time  berween 1999 and 2007 wers
guiltv of corrugrion, Some af the governars
then are now godtathess, kingmakers aod
party Jeaders, There were boweve:
allegations ol polided ntoidation us
cppositton poelitical parces and  the
oppasitian within the ruling Peoples
Democeatic Parry [PDP] accused  she
administrarion of shielding the President's
men of allegarions of corruprion, An
cxample of course was one Makanjuola 4
loryoer Pennmanent Sveretary Muuistey ol
Delence who was sceused o stealiag lous
hundred million Natre, Prestdent Obasamo
ardersd the Minerne of Justice to enter a
Nolle Prosecie and rhe charges wers
vithdrawn, Az the end of Obacanja regime
there were also allegations of corvuprion
against aim, despite his perecived  war
wgabtst verruption, these cede PTDF,
SIEMENS, ALLIBURTON scaudal wovyg

others.

In 2 ‘serare delivered by Professor
Taoheed Adedoia ar the Owa stare Tlouss of
Cliels in 2206 10 conunemorate the 46"
Independent Aaniversary of Nigeria
problems  associated with corruption
inciuds
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1 oss of Revenue 1o gavernment, for instance before FRCC, iv is
atticially confirmed by Shell Ol Compan thar in 2004 over 100,000 barrels
ol crude ol was stolen dadly,

2 Poorinvestment climate

3 L nemplayment and lnwr Naranal pmdt ICTIVITY

4 Ervatic services by stare tostitations

5 Lawiessnessand disonder

- FRraim Draon
Negative Nattonal tmage

8 Povertvengeadersd priocipally by mediocre people that access and
ead goverament instivutions through corruprion,

Undar Janachan Adminisrearion In 2214, Nigeria's rank improved from
1430d 1o the D36tk posttion on Truasparency Ieterpational's Corruplion
Perceprinns Index., In fare 2013, Nigena'sthen central hank gavernor Sanusi
Lazudo Sanust iolurmed President Guodluck Jonathan vhar Ui state oil
company, NNPC, had failed re remiz US$20 bithian in ail revenues owedta
thie state. Jonathan bowever dismissed the clabn and replaced Saznusi Lur bis
mismanagement of the central bank’s budger, A Senate commirmtaz alsn
lovnd Sanwst's account tuo be lacking in substance, Alter the conciusiun ol
the NNPC's aceauns audir, it was announced in Jamizarns 2015 thar NNPC's
puz-renutied revenue is actually TSS1.48 billior, which it sweds o relund 1o
the gavernment. Upon release of horh the PorC and Deloime repart by the
guvernmsent at e eve of Sty exil, i0was Jiowever decerzotned tht oraly elose
ta £20 hillicn was indeed missing or misappropristsd or spenr withonr
approprition.

Inaddition 1o these, the goveramenr of Coodluck Jopathan had several
running scandaly including the BMW purchase by his Aviaton Minister,
$25C million: plus secunty contracss to militanss e the Noger ek, massive
corrugiioi and kickbucks o the Misustey of Petroleum, the Malibu O
Internazianal scandal, and several scandals involving the Perraleum Minisery
including accusations of sweetheart deals wdth select tronts and busiacss
prople 1o divert public wealth. In the dying days of Goodluck Jonachan's
wdministrazion, the Centra’ Bank scandal of cash eripping of murilared notes
alsw broke cud, whese it was revealed that e o Zous-day pesied, § billioan waisa



ISSUES

wasstelendivectly by low-level workers
m the CANL This revelarion excluded a
crime that i suspected to have gone un
for wears and went undesecred woril
revealed by whistle-bluwer., The
Central Banx claim the heiss
uncerminesi i monetary policy. In
2014, UNODC bogan aar bnitiative o
help cambar cormipeion in Nigeria.

New allegations of corruption have
Begun o emerge since the deparmure of
President Jonathan on May 29, 2015,

ncluding:

1. 52.2 billion illegally
withdrown from Excess Crude Oil
Accounts. of which 31 bhillien

supposedly approved by President

Jenathan to fund his reslection

campaign without the knowledge of the

National Econom:e Council made up of

state governors and the president and

vice president.

2. NEITI discovercd S11,6
Billion was missing from
Nigeria LNGC Compaay
dividend payvments.

5. 60 pillion bazvels ol vil valuod
ar 5157 hillinn was stolen
under the watck of the
nationzl oil company,
Nigeriaa National Perroleum
Corporaton, from 2009 w
2012,

4. NEI'TT indicares losses dus oo

crude swaps due 1o subsidy aad

domestic crude  allocarion
from 2005 e 2012 indicated
that $11.63 billicn had been
gaid 1o the NNPC byt thar

“there is no evidernce of the

meney beiog remiced 1o the

lederativn acoount”™.

Diversion of s0% of $1 billioa

foreign loans obtained from

the Chincse by the Ministv of

Finance

w

& Mussive st in weapuons and
defense procurements, and
misuse of 3 wiliion i
defense budpet since 2011
uncer the guise of fiphtiog

Boko Haram
J. Diversion ol $2.2 million
vaccination medizing fund, by Mimsry

ol Health

8. Diversion of Ehaola fighr fund up

12TH NOVEMBER - 30TH NOVEMBER

tn 1.9 bnnatra

. NIMASA lraud unde:
mvestigacion by EFCC. fnclusive ol
weeusation ol lunding PDP and buying
2 xmall piece of land for 13 hillion naira

10, Ministry of Finance led by
Okonju Iweala horned payownt ol

2.2 million te health minisery
conrraczor in disputed invoices

L NDDC scams and multifarious
seams includiog 2.7 billiow wairs wortls
of cantracts thar dowss not conlirm o
1he Poblic Procurement Act

12. Palice Service Commission
Scam investigared by 1CPC thar
revealed misappropriation of aver 150
millicn paira relared o election relared
trainings, 1CPC refund
recommendarions, bur many analyst
indicated prosecurion was more
appropriare,

P

maadoe

restdent Mulzmmado Bubar has
sad he i committed 1o fighung
corruption :n the country, be said he
want 1o prove ro Nigerians and indeed
the world thar the counnry can be
wuveroed with Imteprity, Nigerans
may have ta waie qll the end of the
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administration w0 Be ahle o koow of o
had alsa been guiley of cormprion or
not bur Nigeriaas ave also quick 1o
remiad the adwminiciration that
Neputism and election riggiong s alsu
corruption.

Probably corruption muy ncver
end in the counley nol even one
hundred Buhans' as the country isel?
was structured en corroprion. The
Federal Covermment is o big, tou
powerlul, tao nfluental. Ary body
whn ger gavernment appaintments see
JUAs an opgortunity topet vich oo, We
vrobably  have 1w restructure che
country tn make t work. Ler ws adopt
fiscal Tederalism whare cverv rogioaor
zoue vs states sheuld ke ownesship ol
thetr resources and pay tax o the
Federal Governmenr, There will he
COLPETion and Cvery Ieaion of STate
will compete w develus tls vwa area
based on their comparanve advantage,
These who want 1o use their resovrces
10 butld schoels wid give s people lree
education can gu ahead and do so while
thnse wha wwant 1o use their resources
10 build glaces of worship should also
b allowed o do so but no part ol the
counery should be held back from its
developmental programmes for ather
ot ol te covntry to catch up lazer,

Ibrabim-Magu, EFCC Boss
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25th May 2017

The DG SSS.

HQ. SS8. State House
Abuja, Nigeria

Sir,

LABOUR PARTY

OGOJA LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA CHAPTER
4 BASIN ROAD ABAKPA -OGOJA.CROSS RIVER STATE

AN URGENT REQUEST TO INVESTIGATE THE

UNIVERSITY OF CALABAR AS FOLLOWING:-

1. THECASE OF SHIELDING FORGERY OF
2004 UNIVERSITY OF CALABAR DEGRER
CERTIFICATE IN CHEMISTRY. NATIONAL
YOUTH SERVICE CORPS EXEMPIION
CERTIFICATE : PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC
PARTY SPONSORSIHIP FORM CF 0NZ(1) AND
PERJURY ALLEGEEDLY COMMITED BY
HON JARIGEE AGOM JARIGBE MEMBER
REPRESENTING OGOJA YALA FEDERAL
CONSTITUNCY

2. AND ALSO IN CONSTITUTING 1T SELF
TO BE AN INSTRUMENT FOR
FERPETUATING ELECTION FRAUD IN
FAVOUR OF THE PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC
PARTY IN THE SOUTH SOUTH REGION FOR
THEPAST IRVEARS.

I As Lahoqr Party Members and Patriars committes] to the
Charge Agendas which no diab will led s o new Nutipaanid
so-brechag ol var zreal Nation o take its rightial positiverss U
Giant of Afrien and o foros o eckon with i 1he Werld
Camrannity of Narians; and alse  for the challenges ahend of
Universities amil Insiiatims of Higher Bducation |, we cannot
by unconcrsied sbout avts 2ag sebeas of Gorlau nudividuwls tat
tend 1o drag the Univessity of Calnbara cenfre of exeelienee,
pricle and inzegrity farour Nation and its entire Commumity inse
disrepule.

2, In particniar, we, as membare of our great Nation an Parry
Framn Crrass River State can oo longer quictly jein tie craac that
“sunply don thungs and goes oo

3. ahout Chanygre Aperila anc highly dessredd rehrunding as
chumpioaed by vur able s ocused Presicent ol lbe Federal
Repuolic of Nigees Presideot Mubammadu Bulias o the fight
2opinst carrnption in its mmificnrion,

3 Mot disticgeished and Leamed Viee Chacssllor though you
are just sertling down in affice as the New Vice Chnncellor, we
humhly appea’ that you permit us at this jencture o drw your
lentivn o jast e ol the seversl  Inghly conbanussing
CERITIFICALE SCANDALS that 5 systcmasically deseving
fairh in your Institutian nncd ane sich i Hon Jarighe Agom
Jurigho, u PDP memberof the Federal House of Representutives
rearescating e pocd and hardworking people of ChaonYala
cansttency inross River Stare,

NS Jarphe Apoib Jasiphs prcsented 2 B.Se. Chemisioy
(2004} degree af the Universiry of Calahor and an NYS('
exemption certificise (2009 [ see Annex Aarsd B INCC 1o
be elevted o Nigena's  Faderal Heose of Representataves in
the recently concloded 2003 clechons. However and zadlv
s, sin, the University of Calabar, koown far itz indesrmy,
respareeiuiness und uprightness, wrote o lester o the
Lawyers ceprescobing Al Akpaag Ade Obe Oda who is in
the Fedzaral High Con challenpmg Jariphe Apony Japphs
credentinds fram the University of Calabar: see Ammex C:
denied ever awerding Jangbe Agom Jarigbe the B.Sc
Chemistey degree be clplons, @, consaquently could pot
Anve mobilized him for NYSC abaut five waars after the
claimed grachtion.

&, This, 10 say tha lenss, is temibly netormmare becorse the
Jease qualification fior election in Nigers is WASC/GCE
COL). Wt fhen wiss Jarighe Uinking? s it sheer baovsdo?
Feide™ And why take the entie basdworking aac cesourestul
vouathe of Crass River State; peaple of OpojaYala a5 well ng
the gond nime and smage of the Univessity of Culabar to the
s v ks cauberee! B o fien fair that we e sneenbbers
of Cabowr Paty and alo 6z 3 people uder OpojalYak
Fedzral consrimensy ramain n the mud weth Jarighe oo ahar
wie eastly avoidable? Mayhe @ is poecisely the tact that we
By yot W el onestly aud ogenly withsuch questions that
has brought us finally down ke slippery slope 1o whers we
are.

T 00 Most Bespeeted Viee Cliancellor e Jacebe Apom
Jarighe Unicnl and NYSC cortificaras seandals that we hear
fits been reported o The Inspecios General of Palice and the
DG, S55, qusl @ b as all-over the soonal medss and oiba
plarfoons, Around the Crass River Soate, the seandal plass in
frone of us tikee o cerribly directssd mavie which is graduatly
descrpving aur image as i People aml of vor astecmad Unacal.
8, It 3= even most dishearraning that this is happering ina
st bl by two distinguished sexlemics {Prafessons Ten
Ayade and Bvaa Esud who we aoe really pooud ol To say this
1= reolly ebaresssing o them = o sny the least, AN
TINDERSTATEMENT.

Y. Even Iheaeh the slbove mmaice bas been reporied Lo 1he
Laspector General of Poliee a0 ollr socurly agenees steps
moer ba snkesy arpently by rthe Liniversity ro addrezachiz issnz
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om sound prnciples that will send the right messape 1@ these
walching the University of Calubar.

1. It is plso perrivent to stote 1t por long aga The
Feceral Universiry Nasarawn while corsducting interviews far
Lacturers hud two candidates with master’s degrass from {nical
arxl when asked the mume af the capital of Crass River State one
said Part Harcourt and e second coaldn't asspond Lo the salagan
ol Usicad malhatares” Jois obvious that UNICAL bas a CENTRE
Nasarmwa where e University Cerificatss are forged and igswad
@ people

18 Ui alsa worlly of nobe that i is tie sarme Nassrawa
State that o 19592000 UNICAL withdrew stome over 505
students who bad forged decoments sod wheee fraudulenily
mobilized for NYSC Service from the NYSC Camp in Nasarsws
state ol one such persan whese anme appeared in the Punch
newspipers of that yearwas Jarighe Egom Jarighe,

12 Pliene 3 o ot it sory Dol classoters wetbic mxd
outaide the ©mversity of Calaber are still shielding Jarighe Agom
Ajerigbe with lerers mupostadly written from the Universiny 1@
support and defend the forged cerrificates being camsad ahout by
Jarighe Cyom Jarighe.

L5 This 15 0 because two nieanos that an imaking the
roundds avd meve particalasly n recear one dased 3 1082018 that
are cmssing unddie domnge 10 LINICAT even thongh the Latest ome
is highly questionable.

14, Aller u thoreagh Cammingled ol die memo fom the
Head of Uepnrtncot Pare aod Applicd Chemizry signasd by Poof,
(M) Thama £, Usadion the 287 July 2015 W PAR Venlicatica,
Laversity of Calabar, Calabar and o socond  parported i
dated 3108 Z01S fron the Uniseraity of Calabar Depariment of
Pure andd Applied Chemistry e the Viee Chaneellor thre-- The
Dzan Faonity of Scignce. University of Calahor Calabar Signed by
Prof. iMrsy L L Useah; Head of Department: we wish oo ask why
the contradicton fom the Flead of Bepurtznent Pure aoid Applied
Chamistry elthe Unversity ol Calabur,

15, There i5 also anocher lzter purportedly written
Barr. Oji’s Chambers which s adding to the ceafusion.
16. T0is pocsEsiate furthor vestagation aod wigent

request for the following infeamarion sithout delay for forensic

examivation and nnalysis 1o enable 0z prosecate the ahave mntrer ;

since you don't wird w dosa -
2, The vearly Composite Sheet as i affects Jarighe
Egom Jarigbe from the yeur ol admission
1995199 avademic session ol through 1o s
eapovied s of graduation i J99E I seadsinie
zeszlon. And also E920040 academic session 19
2003200 nendemic session which be cloimed him

Junghe Egom Jarghe grachuzed.

b The weady Course Reaistation fonn as itafleets
Jarighe Fgom Jarighs from the year of sdimizsion
19930959 neademic session amnl through 1w hiz
expected year ofgmduation in 199K 1999 acadomic
sessiom, And also 19992000 geademic sssion W)
2003, 2004 sesdeane session which he oluunad he
Janigbs Bgea Jariebe pradvased.

@. The yearly Clearance fram Txames and Reconds
25 it aftects Jursgbs Fgom Jurs wbe from the year af
admission  1985/1996 academic session and
thracek 1o his expectml vear of gruduation in
199871999 acaxlemic session, And alsa 1939200
acxlemic sessinn ta 2H05/200 seademic session
which he clumesd him Jarighe Faom Jarighe

sraduated.

4l Jarighe Tgom Jarighe mast hive no doubt
pasd spllege fees Gike olber skadenls on
adenission gnd unlil the lsst vear of
graduation. We demsand copies of the Bank
tclless foe paymcot of Jacebe Egom
Jariphes  fees fram the year of admission
199371994 aned through to expectad vear of
praduation 19739200,

¢ Who was Jasnigoe Epom Jaspbe (B.5¢)
project Supervisos apd the project topic?
The Prozeot must be mnde available mere
particulariy the oz subminted tathe Depd,

L We demand foe |be cepy of the
Ugiversity of Calabar  Scoate  omeeting
minures; accompanied with 8
comprehensive fist of the members of the
Semate wha sat ad gave appooval for the
Jurighe Pgom Jwsgbe [LS¢, Chemisory
egres. '

o The Liniversity is also requested to show
Profwhether Jarighe Agom larighe nocifiad
the University of Calabar 2t any time that
his name was wrongly spelt as contained in
has allidavie: see Amnex O,
£2, Ve Bnobly appeal thar 1he University of
Calabar takas urgenr and  necessary netion 10 respond o
onr demands within two weeks and failure o do so; we
shall have na option w repor the fnstitution .-
a. Mz Pressdent and C n C Federal Republic
wlNigena,
B. Tl Hea Mimster of Justos and
Artornes Geneal of Nigena
¢ The Hon Ministor Fodernl Ministry of
Fducarion i
d TheNatianal U niversity Cammission
For a Spacial Pane’ ta ba'set up and probe
UNTCAL particulury i the issue of Jasige
Egorn Jarigbe.

iR Jarmgbe Aguen Jsicebe cannol be the
SPECIAL ONE who was granied admission as conlinmed
by humscll 1o read = degree prograneie o 19SS
acadmic scasan s e one rearh the ssme Udiversity
try g @ zhickd Jangbe Agom Jarzbe fiom froud; clans
e was to have finished hiz depree pregramme during a
langr voeation programme ;3 using the same admission
mstruments which s tastmmoant w0 frond  amd not
acceptable by the laws guiding admissians into the
Lnsversity

| ) The signature of the Registoarare ot varinnee
mmastofthe carespendencs.
2ih W are compelled s ask the University of

Catabar set swillly and saveals unage by making o publc
STALCIOCAL 5 1T Caes 00 IS websits oo tus nmaites,
21, We lnak forwarnd tocrany ungent respoaid.

Signed:
Emmanuel Jonathan
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Landmark Achievements Of
Oba Ewuare ll, The Messiah That
Has Come Tosave His People

By: Desmond Agbama Chict Press Secretary to Oba of Benin

cfore (Pba Lwuare 1l ascended the throne of his fore
fathers in Benin Kingdom on Oateber 20, 2016, the
people were faced with different challenges that
hindered the rare of development tn the various
Villages, Towns or Lecal Government Areas. Some of these
challenges include dilliealies in acquiring and developing land,
extertion and inumidation of developers by membors of the
outiawed Community Development Association CDA,
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Ixhucn-choh, Egbirhe
an¢ Okhoremi are cases
in point where several
offoris 1o seule the
matter did not wvield
resaelt,

Futhermore, some

; ] P . < s 1 Enigre, Edionwere and
Teadership tussies; family disputes, espesially issue of
inheritance, boundary disputes among Villages or commuznities.
With regard 1o boundary dispute, the one berween lpuomon and

Ohen were either
sspended or relegaled
1o the background by
the CDA members ia
the community or
Villages where they are
supposed to be the head.
I'bis was the case in
Egha Village on Benin-
Abraka road in Tkpoa-
Okha local government
area, Uteh Ekoka aleng
UEPET ISSION EXLEnsiuzn
and Azagba Village oa
Benia by-pass in
Uhunmwode local
p"u\'tfr“"lrll'. dreu.
Since Oba Evvaze Il
ascended the throne a
year ago, differsnt
ionovations and
ioitiatives have beea
introciuced into Benin
Kingdom, aimed at
brioging swity 1o the
kingdom and cnsuring
peacedful
co-existence anony the
people. One of the steps
taken so far by the Benin
Monarch was
commence open
mediation ar Ugha-
Ozolua and Ogua
srmanton i the Oba
Palace 1o give
opportunity for people,
especially women
whom culture and
tradiion places certaia

Lo

restriclion on Lo present
their complaint for
admdication. The open
mediation 15 usually
presided over by His
Royal Majesty Oba
Fvaare T himself, with
array of Palace chiels in
atteadance. People
usually take their turn
every Tuesday and
Thursday 10 presem
their complaats, The
heaury of it all 3 that
during the open
mediation no complat
i5 preseated n proxy,
which means that both
the complaizant and the
accused must be
physically present
before a matter s
entertained.
Since the
commencement of the
upen medsation, over 83
ditferent cases have beea
presided over, while
about 69 of the cases
have been [inally
decided. It has beea joy,
happiness and jubilation
lor those who have
secured justice from the
Palace of the Oba of
Benin, some of srhom
are even non indigenes.
This gocs 10 show the
transparency,
detribalized, impartial
and fuir nature of the
open medration.
Those who have
ubtaned Justice inciude
Mrs Aunn Aphavere
whose land was
torcefully taken from



her by the Odionwere and the
Ohen w Amagba, Mis Philo
Akhers who was prevented from
developing her land in
[dunmwungia by youlhs loyal w

the Qdionwrere. Others are the
Lnogie of Egha H.R.H Palmer
Omuregie Uzama who was
suspended by the chairman of the
outlawed CDA, The confirmation
of Enogie of Uteh Ekoleo H.R.H
Ogieavevbona Ighinenikao whose
leadership of the Village was been
contested as the radicional ruler of
the Village as well as the Ohen of
Azagha, High Priest Nosakhare
Ogicriakhi who was confirmed as
the tradmional head of Azagha
Village as well as the confirmation
ol Ohen Okun N'Ovun as the
head of Iguelaba wvillage in
Orhionmwon Local Government
Area. How abont the celebrated
case of Mz Angela Omoruyi
whose husband's family members
(Okunmafi family) were
oppressing, alung with her
children after the death of he:
husbaong, The Obs of Beain did
not only save the woman and her
children lrom the shuckles of the
Okuamafi family members, but
also offersd scholarship to the first
sun ol the decsased, Masser Flosa
Divine Omoruvi. These landmark
judgmeents by che Palace have no
doubt restored hope 1o the

scemungly despondent people and it
has hronght prace a< well as lay 1o rest
the crisis or agitations that  have
persisted iz those Villages and
communities in cthe past,
On Thursday 12th Octaber, 2017,
His Roval Majesty Oba Ewuare 1T
waugurated the Beain Customary
Alternative Dispute Resclution
Committer BCADRC. This hecame
necessary i order 10 address the
frustratien that the people were going
through to obtain ustice from the
palace panel system which Oba Ewaare
I set aside upon ascending the throne.
Again, itis to bring justice, #quity, sense
of belonging, tolermee, Inmsparency
and accountability to palace
administration.
The committes is midde up of men with
proven ntegeily, inchuding  enndite
jurists dike retived Justices Samson
Uwaifo, Samuel Elgiho, Joseph Olubor.
Other members ol the RCADRC are
Prof. G.l. Akenzua,
Chicf Edionwe Oliha, the Oliha of
Benin, Mr. Daniel [nnch, Chief Abel
Ehgie, the Olave ol Bemn and
Swiveyor James Osazawa. They will
arbitrate and mediate on disputes
brought to the palace tor attention of 1he
comumitiee, while a window sl exast
for roquests to be made before His
Rowval Majesty to re-evaluate the merit
o f such Cilses
Al this point the Orba of Benin mst
be commended for coming like a

messih o rescue the people from the
shackles and stronghold of the shylock
land speculators and CDA members.
The cuse nnd speed with which cases are
decided also deserve commendation,
This has further proved the saying that
when the righteous are on the throne, the
prople usunlly rejoice. Thot is exactly
whal has been happening 1o the
peaple living in Beain Kingdom since
Oba Ewuare I, Ogidigan ascended the
throne, The prople’s joy and happiness
knew no bourd each lime they pet
justice on martters brought before His
Rovyvuol Majesty.
However, the gquestion on the lips of
peaple out there 15, what punishment
awaits anyone who might go against the
judgment delivered by the Polace on any
matter? This is perlinent Becanse some
of the cases being brought before the
Palace under the reigning Oba Ewuarc I1
hirve been settled duning the reign of Oba
Erediauwa ol blessed memory,
Such wnrepentant and recaleitrant
pooplc must be handled with the
seriousness they deserve, in order to
keep the open mediation alive, releviant
and effective Oba Ewuvare [T has
reccived commendations from people
trom all walks of life lor this ldable
initiative, and for his eMorts al restoring
the lost glorics of Benin Kingdom. That
explains why evervone should key into
the vision andéd massion ol the Obi off
Benm to ensure the full realization.
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SCAHSA Honours Governor Wike
With Global Human Settlements
Outstandmg Contribution Award

| S " TI EMENTS AW

. ..oy
AN _(o. ,

:

Nigeriu's moment of glory peaked in New York
City recently when the Sustainable Cities and
Human Sertlements Awards {SCAHSA)
prescnted the inrernational award o Rivers state Governor
Nyesom  Wike. The award was given to the governor s the
presence ol international diplomats, developmen
professionals, high-level adminisirators and leaders of
international Non Governmental Organisaticns,

THE Glebal llumasn Seutlements OQuistandiag
Contribution  Award was In recognition ol his outstanding
achievements  in the arra of urhan renewal | sustainable

development and provision of basic amenities o the residential
arcas of lowv-incomc carners,

The governor was sccostpanied 16 the Interaatiosal Award
Cerermnony by his wile, Justice Eberechi Suzzeie Nyesom-
Wike, twa of his children, Chief Judge of Rivers State, Justice
Adama lvare-Laminkara, Member Represcating Port
Harcourz Federal Constituency. Ken Chikere. Edo State PDP
Charman, Chiel Dan Orbih, the Former Minister af Sport, Dr
Tammy Danagogo, Rivers State Commissioner ol Information,
Barrister Lmma Okah and  Llder Statesman, Prince Emma

Anvanwu, Member of the House of
Representatives, Mrs Betry Apiafi among
others.

The 12th Glabal Forum on Human
Settlements & Sustainable Cities and Human
Setclements Awards Ceremony (GEHS X1
was jowntiv organized by che Permanesnt
Mission of the Gambia to the UN. the
Permanent Observer Mission of the Alrican
Union ta the UN (AU}, the Global Forum en
IHuman Sertlements (GI1IS), the Unived
Nauens Eovironment Programme [UN
Enviranment), the Umiversity Peace
Federatian (LIPF], the World Assaciation of
Non-Governmenral Organizations
{WANGO) and  the betrer Cirv lnsurtute
(BCT).

Speakiog at the award coremony 1o Newr
York, a Representative of the United Nations
Environment, Muara Murillo sid tha the
organtsaton salures Global Forum on [ luman
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Sertlements & Sustainable Ciues
and Iluman Scuclements for
having developed the awards and
the constitueney for which i has
been argantzed.

The United Natsons
Eavironment Represeatauve
congratulated the 23 awardees

whe were selected for their
positive achievements and
leadership,

The Representauve stated:
“The awards recognise their feats
which inspire and encourage
others 1o wnovate and replicate
smilar feats".

The Vice Chairman of Global
Ferum en Human Settlements &
Sustainable Cives, D Tay Hamad
satd all che awardees have made
great achievements that meris the
awards,

Permanent Representative of
the Gamb:ia the Tlnited
Natons, Mamadou Tangaza urged
all avardees to continus to worlk

L

for sustainable aues across the
waorid,

Ms Mara Angelica of the
United Navons Propramme lent
her voice te the calls far
collaborations in developing
habizable cities.

There were 23 awards i six

w”
different catepories. The Rivers State
Gaoverner, Nvesom Ezenwo Wike
receirved his "Global Human Settlements
Ourstanding Contribution Award" vader
the "Individual Imittatives to Advance
Sustainzble Development Category ™.

The award was presented Lo the Rivers
State Gavernar, Nyesom Ezenwo Wike
by the Vice President of Global Forum on
Human Setrelements & Sustainable Cities,
De'T'a; Hamad.

In an acceptance speech after receiving,
the award. Rivers Stare
Nyesom Frenwo Wike pledged before the
global audience that he will continue his

Crovernar,

iy o
OUSERVANCE OF “WORLIFGITHS DAY 2005
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landmark projects to improve
the living condition of the
Rivers people.

He said: "Let me on behalf
of the Goverament and people
of Rivers State sincerely thank
the organisers of this awand lor
the recognition.

"To also commit ourselves
that we will progressively
provide infrastructure and
social services that will enhance
the living standards of all Rivers
people ona sustainable basis .

A video lootage explaining
the premise upon which Rivers
State Guvernor, Nyesom
Frenwo Wike received the
award Javded him for reducing
urban slums and  bridging
poverty gaps . Lhe foowage
further praised the Rivers State
Governor for his positive
leadership. provisian of
inlrastructure and hasic
amenities,

The 23 awarders wers
drawn from different covntrics
of the world, Promincnt
amongst them are: Nigeria,
China, Bulgarm, Germany,
USA, Indiaand Indonesa.

The event was beamed live
on different placforms hy
dedicated international
broadcasters,
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Why You Must Avoid Deadly Trips to Europe

« weclandw YOUths Warned Against Desperate
Overland Journeys to North Africa

journcy ro

Euwvrope
thraugh the parched Sahara
Desert has become the order
of the day n recenr times,
and szkeholders have now
fired warning to Niperiaa
youchs against the growing
wwend.

Thers is a recvent
phoetograph belicved o be
thas nf migrants hounded in
an toflated boat as thiey were
trying ro cross the
Mediterranean Sex,

I'ke picsure 15 srending
on soctal media alenpside
that of several bodies
Hoating on the wates and
believed 10 be thaswe of
migrants who perished at sea
after their boar had capsized,

T'he lattes brings straight
bhome the flipside of the
desperation for illegal
utigration 1o Europe
through the African Jand

bordezs and the
NMedirerransan Sea,
Indeed. an overland

ionrney 1o Burope via the
patched Salara Desert van

he ane deadly advenrture, Yer, all that s
being susd sbout s trizs, according Lo
some observers, seems 1o fall on deaf
zars, with many youths ever witling Le
detvthevoice of reason

First, they sblip mta Niger
Republic, Then they make their wayv
through Mzl to Libya or Morooon.
daring o cross thie big. bluc aad bullish
Meciterransan Sea tn snwer ltaly or
Spain,

Expents say thas the migrants are

uswally driven by certain puslht tactors,
chiefy the harsk economic rhalienges
budleting muost parts of the continet,
I'hey wans o go ta Lurope where the
streets are reporledly made ol guld, So,
with the very lictle money they lay
their bands on. they hit the roads and
vefuse to countthe cost,

Bur that 15 only where the story
begins. Those who koow the road
through the dusert o North Adricasay
that it is pot the average one. Chasces
nf survival on it oare I'he
adventurers miust fight 1he saod, the
searng kear and stinging cold, the

shm.

warauding Tuaregs baadits, hunger
and thives arrheir paaks. 'The lucky ones

who manage to reach any of the Maghreh
countres do sowith luts ol brutses,

When the migranrs evenrually reack North
Alrica, another phase o troubles begios, I they
are lucky, they kike a side, hovndad iaro oac
dingy collapsible boat sailing tor Europe. Such
boats have clear porenrial of sinking at every
approach of the least strand nf mistortune
weediess to sy chat theusaads drowo every
month. They are wholle at the mercy of the
clements and the angry sox waves which lash az
them withont mercy as they mck alang.
endusing hours of numbness while prayiog 1o
avold veeions guards parading rhe warers for
ircitant wigrants detesmined w resch Evrope.

As the rale of Nigerian migranrs steeaming
1 Europe through the Jand borders continue
T T sour, some stalkeholders ever time have
been deing their Tevel best o stem the de ol
this exadus, Recently, for instance, an wnitiative
was launched to spread nors awareness on the
dangers iaherent w this suicidal jousney.

I'ke progenitors called the inisiative
Migration Enbghtenmens Project tn Nigeria
(MEPN), wth the support of the German
Infermation office. At it launch in Lagos, one
of i directors, Femi Awoniyl, said: “Uhe
URLERAZ 2T SOVARS 20 Yainy frosh aveiveness it the

5 ;
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s words, according to ropozts, tve gerls among thome sweve
21,461 Nigersans  were  relused oty voped. For God's sake, these were
asvium in 2016 alone whale 12,000 ¢ prarenls W 014

in Germany were awaiting
rePArmAren.,

e
onest it
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While at the lorum, Sadia
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Immigrazion, wha worked ar
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Nigeran Embassy in Gesmany

for five and Lall yews, painted a
v picture of the plghr of
Nigerians who migrared o
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Threats of new hostility in the
Niger Delta signals failure of
sinbajo shuttie diplomacy
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’ I 1o the international oil companies working in the Niger Delta seggon of Nigeria, a

militans cease-fize is officaally over, the Niger Delra Avenpers said

*Oure aext line of operation will not be like the 2016 campaign which we operated
seeeesstully withoue any casualties,” spokesmoan Murdoch Agbintbu satd ina statement.
"I'his ouring will be brurish, brutaland bloody,*

It's been pearly a vear o the day since the group ook credit for an attack oo ol
nirastructure in the Niger 1elra regtan. ‘1he lastrime irrook eradiy faran amrack of nore vras
during the second week ol November 2016 whea it sasd its rebel lorees attacked an export
pipeline controlled in parr by avegional subsidiany of Roval Danch Shell char hasthe capacity
Lo varsy as nuch 25 300,00C barrels ol otl pes day.

‘The NIDA accused the government of Nigerian President Mubammadu Buhan of
Gavoriog il and gas interess over the anterests ol the people in the Niger Delta and i
campaign had beea blamad for pushing roral Nogerian crude oil preduction to 2 30year low
RS

This sime, the N12A said e wanid rarger a floanng producsion and storage faciline under
construction at a South Korean shipyasd, wo be operated by thie Nigerian subsidsazy ol
French supermajor otal,

"W are presently wacking and monitorieg its movenent,” Agbinido said, "Aad God

willing, it shall
operate - successfully 1a
amidst the return of the
fury of the Niger Delia
Avenyers."

Toral offered no
comment when asked
By P,

Altes slipeing 1o 2
farmal lass

noL

recession
the Nigerian
government the
contribution ol el w
0CONOmIC growrh

yveuar,

ror
R I

shipped shightly more
than 2 peorcent. The

government's Buseau ol
Sraristics said arthetime
the cconomy, measured
by gross domestic
product, declined 2
POTCent VEAr-GVer-vear,

Nigesia caueryed
from reccssinn in the
sevoud yuarler, aller
five straighr quarters of
conlzaction, Year-over-
vear gromth for 2017
was about 006 percent.
Feonomists at the
Organization ol
Petrolsum bxporting
Countrizs sad Nigezsis
procuced 1LY million
Sarrels of oil per day fast
month, up 19 pereent
from the 2016 averape.

The NDIA sasd some
ol its miliars had
switched sides and were
aow workisg with the
Buhari adrministration,
Sut it wouldn't s1op its
campaign until the
Niger Delra was
Itherated.

“We can assure vou
that every o1l
installation ia our
region will feel warmth
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ofthe wrath of the Niger Delta Avengers,” it ssid.

Nigeria 5 a wmember of the Organization ol Petroleun
Fxporting Countries exemps for a muleilarersl agresment a trim
production 1o balance wn oversupplied market. Nigeria asked for
exemiption sa it can steer nil revenue tnward national security
eiforts.

‘The emergence of President Muhammadn Bubart has bronghe
with it a new hostilivy in the Niger Arca of the country, The new
haseility was expected as the Presdent tonk snme decivions and
mwade some statements that were nol SlURCHYE 10 TAe peace pact
eatered inco by the presious adminiszratinns.

President Buhard started by cancelling conteacts awarded to ox
militants by former President Geodluck Jonathan to protect ol
facilities, net only thar, the regime also threarened o swp the
Amnesty programme achereby some amount of money was paid to
ex agitatess to resertle them wod wotegrate thent iato thae socicry.

As if all thae was not enough President Muhammadie Buhari
himself opealy declaved ia an orerview with a foreipn Journalise
that his administration was going to pay more attention to the areas
that gave him more than 97 percent of his veres as againss che azea
that gave him less than Speccent of his votes.  This was seen as an
insults 1o Nigerians especially raken tnro consideration that apast
{rom the fact that the money he was going o spend  in offee
belonged o all Nigerians, the aveas thar  gave bim less chan 5

percent ol his voles setaally 3s che area where otl the macn stay of
the parions ecanamy reside,
Sothe militants have to actack w bring hirn back e senses 1o case

.

4
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ke kad forgotren char the econemy of the country
i sull in the NIGER DELTA zrea. A milican:
group in Nigeria says it has bombed threc
pipelines i the suuth of the country in the Jates:
attacls on the covnrey's crucial ol indvsery,

I urder wo bring President Bubari wo his knees
a new militant group koown a: the NIGER
DELTA AVENGERS wuas formed. The new
group is different fram the old warlords that juss
warled more money and developiment projects in
the Regions, The Niger Delra Avengers s said ro
exist o all the states ol the South East and South
South with the aim of making Nigeria
vagovernsble ler the Mubamanade Buhbart
administration,

They have svanpahy lor lormer President
Grondluck |enarhan adminiscration and are nos
Lagpy witls the was be was voted out ol ollice,

‘They helieve hisfall had some eonnection with
Boko Haraw leaders who vowed 1o anabe Nigeris
vngoverrable and rhey carred oot their chreas
vuzil Jownthun was disgraced out of oflice.

The Avengers want 1o revenge the Boko
ITarwm awack o the Souwth, make Nigeria
ungoverrable under Bihart hence the name Niger
Delra Avengers,

Farmer I'residsnt Jonathan may not have
sovthing 10 do witl die group but thar U Nigeris
15 renegotiaced issues like Power Rocarion,
Resource Contrel or cutzight breakup of Nigeria
may he in their agenda as they go along, This make
them ditferent from the ex militanss whe oaly
fought against envirnnmental degradztion in the
ail vich region.

They ars also satd tn have a relationship with
the Iodependear People of Biatza [IPOBR] and we
bring lunded by some International
Orpanisitions.

\&ith a name that sounds like it has come from
the pages of a superhero comic bools, the Niger
Delia Avengurs (NDA) ts the latest militant group
10 cmerge in Nigeria -attacking il installations i
a campaign which threatens the economy ol
Afnca'smast populous state,

"We are 2 group ol educated and well-cravelled
individuals thar are poised 1o take the Niger Delea
strugle to new hetphis that bas never been seenin
this natien before,” the NDA proclaimed in one of
their lirst statement's on there website in Apnl.

"We have well-equipped human rescurces o
meeet this goal.”

It was not an idle threar, The NIDA has carried
out a barrage ol attacks oo vil inswallations s the
Niger Delra region, causing a huge decline in oil
production, which o the mainstay ol the West
African state's coonomy.

The NDA, the lutest militant group o emerge
in Nigeria, is demanding thar a greacer shave of oil
weadith be spent on eading poverty i lecal
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COMMUNITICS,

Attacks reswmed in 2C16 alter lunding lor lozmes
mulitanss wasslashed,

Thae NDXA Llew ap three trunk lones careving 300,00C
barrels of ail a day 1a Shell's Bonny export serminal in
southern Bavelss state,

Destruczion of ail ins:llations hy successive milirant
organisations ave severely disrupted erude production.

But an ammecy programme for former militants led
toa period ol relative pesce votil earlics this vear,

‘I'alles tr resnlve the conflicr have been raking placs in
recent months, resulting i delicae ceaselire, but those
ralks sralled ar the beginning of November 20153

Stoce then there Las boen s sharp tocrease i attacks.

Ihe continued atzacks an pipelines are slashing
Nigerin's 0il production - aud bamumering w ccononty
reeling from its worst recession in years.

The governmsenr also anwcunced a vague plaa 10
invest $1hn in rthe region - although ot didn't spell et
where the cash sould come from.

Since the high profile meeting, there have bevn a slew
of atracks,

One of the militans wold the BBC thas the
poverament was "plaving with us" and that it wasn't
putiing its words into action.

Milivaaz groups say they ve fighting for s geeaver share
of the respurces for local communities. They also want
the governmenr to howour a previous amnocsty
programnme - which nffers cash paymencs and retrzining -
afrer irs budger was slashed by torochivds av che erar of
the year

The government, however, accuses the miliranrs of
nolding the country w ransom.

Ihe continued vialence 15 designed 1o pressure the
govermuoent inte making anagreement.

Despire the enormous cconemic pain, the president
stoed his ground.

"Ihe renewed activitics of the militants in the Niger
Deltaas sericuwsly allectng our vil production,” Ministes
of Finance Kemi Adsosun admitzed on srate-awrned N T'A
television.

Who is their leader?

“I'his is the fuest armes eroup te emerge in the regton -
where most prople are puer despite the laet chat icis rich
w ol - znce Jare Nigerian President Umar Musa
Yur Adua granted amuoesty w mslitans there seven vears
ago.
A the time, militants tn the region said they wanted o
berser deal for their peopls who have suffered
environmental degradation and econcmic dislocation
becanse af oil production by seme of the warld's leading
L.

Many of the militants were enconraged ro drop their
arzos wed apitation s exchange Jor some casl: centives
and training. Farmer resident Goedluck Jonachan, whao
contes leom the Nigee Delta, continued the scheme,

‘I'he amnesty programme, which provides teas of
thousands of former eif wilituets with o mentily stpensd
from the governmane, stemmed the level of vialence,

12TH NOVEMBER -30TH NOVEMBER
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But ia the lazest budger,
President Muhammadu
Buhari reduced fuadiag for
it by 7C'%., and has spoken of
phasing ir cut entirely by
2018,

Many wy the NIXA
melitants are lollowers of
former Niger Delra
warlonds ke Government
Expemupolo, who has the
altas Tompolo.

Il signed wp o the
amnesly  prugramme  bul
has ez on the mn since
February, relusing w be
questioned hy Nigeria's
artl-corraplion ageocy o
connecrion with $23im
(£163m) 1 wissing
government funds.

Mr Ekpemupelo  bus
dissaciated  himself from
tie group - but aone of e
former militant Jeaders
buve copumented.

Others believe the new
militants are criminal
elements thar want to dras
atteation 1w themsclves
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row that their kalsmﬂf.. X~
[resident Jonachan, 15 out of
poRECI,

Currently, it isnot known
who officially leads the group,
although 2 Col Mudoch
Agdinibo bas been signing
press releases on behall of che
NIA,

There are supgestions that
"Mudoch” is a pscudonym,
like the unetime "Jumu
Ghomao™ of Mend

Whalever perceplions
people might bhave of the
grouws, ils activites in the
Niger Deles appear well co-
ordintated with a high level of
rarhnical expertise,

Ol prodectivadown

I'he NIXA has stared
wwnbiprousiy  what 0 i
serzing our 1o achieve: "Our
goal &5 o cripple Nigeria's
economy.'

Adver declaning what 2t
celled "Operation Red
Economy™ in February, It
blaw up an undermarer
pipeling forcing Reyval Dusch
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Shell o shut down a terminal
which normally produces 252,000
barrels ol oil aday (bpd).

Last moath, Shell declared a
farce majenre, which excuses a
company from centraceuszl
apreenients becasse events bevond
its control, ou exports of high
grade crude oul after an attack on
ane nfitstrunk lines.

A lew days later. US Lirm
Chevren shut s Valve Platlur
following wocther awsck, wlso
claimed 5v the Avengers.

And zhead of Presiden
Bubur's lirst expecied visic wo che
regron, the NDA said ithad Blown
vptwo Chevron export rerminals,

I'hess atracks have d#a't a huge
blow tu the
INigerian government, which suys
the repewed activities of the
milirants are serionchr affecting oil
production.

In the country's
production bas dropped o 165
million bpd, as against zhe
projected 2.2 mitlion hpd.

The military has tssued 2 stern

the revenus of

sact

witz iz Ut 3t will dead decisively
with any group fermenting
trankle in the country, including
those it has deseribed as “ernminal
elements in che Niger Delia'.

But this appears to have

12TH NOVEMBER -30TH NOVEMBER

emhaldensd the Avengers inte maore attacks thar have
kad a kaock-on affect on the supply of clectricity thas
depends on gas frons the oil-producing companics.

For President Bubari, sdministration  the NDA
presents another fresh securiny  challenge o the
goverament which has beea grappling with Lsiamiss
msurgency 1n the north-east of the country,

As  Nigeran tronps continue 1o comhb the eatire
Niger Delta regions and the creeks in search of ex
Militanss ever the new bomhings of oil facilites by an
organization known as Niger Delis Avengers our
imvestigations kas revealed that the group may noc have
anyibing todothe ex Militans alies all,

OSINBAJO'S SHUTTLE
DIPLOMACY 'the
Nigeria s aware of the dangers allowing another
Eostility in the oil rich Niger Delta of che country. Not
only is the fact that the crists inthe Niger Deles will deny
the counttry much needed revenae 1o boest its eeonuny

bederal Goverrment of

aod develepuient, the government 3¢ wlso doing all i
could 1o emsuie thar there 3 ono symergy and
collaboration between the people of the South South
and the sceessionist movements of the [adepeadens
Pooples Of Bisfra [IPOB] Souch Fast,

It isin this regard thar the Vice President of Nigeria
P'refessor Yemi Oanhaio undermonlc a shurdle diplomacy
1 che encive Reginn..

I'his 15 because rthe Federal Gavernment will nesd
the suppart of all Nigerians o succeed in office, He is
also aorare thar most of the stares in the Niger Delea
region were state on the plaform of the Peoples
Democratic Paty [PDPT a party in opposition to his
ow purty the Al Progressives Congress [APCL He hod
o break politzeal parties bazriers.
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In Rivers stare che
Viee President  declared
thar Rivers Starte
GGnvernnr, Nyesom
Escnwo Wike deserves
the appellation of “Mr
Projects ™ burause of his
high prolile projects
across the state

Speaking ar the
Government House, 